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What	is	the	master	mason	password

They	rap	twice	for	the	second	lap,	and	three	times	for	the	third.	“We	are	one	of	the	only	organizations	where	people	of	different	faiths	can	meet	on	common	ground	and	not	worry	about	being	discriminated	against.”	Members	are	not	allowed	to	talk	about	religion	or	politics,	and	that’s	part	of	what	has	kept	Johnson	—	who	was	initially	attracted	to	the
society’s	mysterious	history	—	coming	back	to	the	lodge.	Opening	up	to	the	outside	is	not	really	built	into	the	organization,	though,	and	some	older	members	are	leery	of	the	group’s	Internet	presence,	McCarthy	said.	These	relationships	can	lead	to	new	friendships,	business	partnerships,	and	even	romantic	relationships.	“I’m	not	a	member	of	their
religion	or	don’t	vote	the	same	way	they	do.”	Just	as	younger	people	are	searching	for	a	place	to	belong,	they	are	also	seeking	the	intangible,	Hardt	said.	The	oath	basically	says	that	the	mason	will:	Not	share	any	Freemason	Secrets	Abide	by	all	masonic	rules	Abide	requests	of	Master	Masons	Not	be	part	of	initiating	women	into	Freemasonry	Not
cheat,	lie,	or	fraud	a	Master	Mason	or	a	Lodge	Not	fight	or	raise	anger	with	a	fellow	Mason	Not	engage	in	illegal	intercourse	with	a	Master	Mason’s	Wife,	Sister,	Mother,	or	Daughter	Aid	Master	Mason’s	in	Distres	any	violation	would	result	in	“my	body	severed	in	two,	my	bowels	taken	from	thence	and	burned	to	ashes,	the	ashes	scattered	before	the
four	winds	of	heaven,	that	no	more	remembrance	might	be	had	of	so	vile	and	wicked	a	wretch	as	I	would	be,	should	I	ever,	knowingly,	violate	this	my	Master	Mason’s	obligation.”	Further	Learning	Tool	of	Master	Masons	–	Trowel	After	receiving	the	Oath	of	Master	Masons,	the	Candidate	expresses	his	desire	for	further	knowledge	in	the	light	of
Masonry.	Before	entering	the	room,	the	Junior	Deacon	confirms	that	the	candidate	is	worthy	of	the	Third	Degree	and	gives	him	the	password	“Tubal	Cain.”	The	candidate	is	dressed	with	both	shoulders	and	chest	exposed	and	both	pant	legs	rolled	up.	The	Grand	Master	informs	him	that	not	only	is	this	the	wrong	way	to	make	such	a	request,	but	he	can
not	comply	as	the	secrets	require	the	presence	of	King	Solomon	and	King	Hiram.	This	triangle	represents	strength,	unity,	and	faithfulness	–	all	values	that	are	important	to	Masons.	The	candidate	gives	the	Junior	Deacon	the	password	and	sign	of	the	first	degree,	“Boaz”	and	is	gives	the	password	for	the	third	degree.	“The	Internet	has	changed
Freemasonry	into	an	exchange	of	ideas;	it	has	opened	it	up	so	lodges	can	talk	to	each	other,	and	it	makes	researching	much	easier,”	Johnson	said.	Currently,	fewer	than	1.5	million	men	in	the	United	States	are	Freemasons.	To	understand	what	it	means	to	be	a	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	symbols	and	rituals	associated
with	this	degree.The	first	symbol	associated	with	this	degree	is	the	Square	and	Compasses.	The	modern	lodge	is	a	rectangular	room	with	seating	around	the	perimeter.	The	Second	Ruffian	swipes	his	hand	across	the	candidates	left	breast	and	allows	him	to	pass	toward	the	Worshipful	Master	at	the	east.	The	Worshipful	Master	informs	him	that	not
only	is	he	not	yet	a	Master	Mason,	but	that	the	road	ahead	is	dangerous	and	beset	with	murderers,	thieves,	and	robbers.	The	WM	then	instructs	the	candidate	to	receive	the	tools	required	of	a	Master	Mason.	The	group	that	found	the	3	brothers	returns	to	the	grave	site	where	they	find	the	body.	The	Ruffian	threatens	the	Grand	Master’s	life	and	still
the	Hiram	Abriff	does	not	give	into	the	demands.	At	the	time,	legend	has	it,	Masons	were	mystical	men	who	carved	huge	stones	from	quarries	and	raised	them	into	the	air	to	construct	soaring	cathedral	walls	that	defied	gravity.	When	being	told	that	there	is	no	work	drawn	on	the	board,	King	Solomon	demands	to	find	Grand	Master	Hiram	Abiff.	The
Second	Ruffian	threatens	his	life	but	the	Grand	Master	still	refuses	his	request.	It	is	also	important	to	be	familiar	with	Masonic	symbols,	such	as	aprons	and	gloves,	which	are	integral	parts	of	the	rituals	during	a	Third	Degree	ceremony.Attend	Classes	or	SeminarsMost	Lodges	offer	classes	or	seminars	for	those	who	wish	to	become	a	3rd	Degree
Master	Mason.	It	carries	with	it	powerful	spiritual	symbolism	that	reminds	members	of	their	commitment	to	their	craft	and	their	responsibility	towards	others	in	need.	“Change	is	hard	for	everybody.”	Farmington’s	lodge,	an	unassuming	brick	building	in	the	city’s	old-fashioned	downtown,	was	built	in	1917.	They	all	retreat	to	different	ends	of	the	room
and	prepare	for	the	next	section	of	the	ritual.	The	brothers	plead	guilty	and	are	executed.	The	3	Masons	end	up	finding	the	grave	site	where	the	3	brothers	are	hiding	by	noticing	the	weak	plant.	They	lower	the	candidate	to	the	ground	and	place	a	small	plant	as	a	headstone.	In	the	past,	the	group	probably	would	have	been	reluctant	to	invite	the	public
inside,	lodge	Master	Paul	Hardt	said.	After	the	execution,	King	Solomon	commands	the	12	Fellow	Craft	Masons	to	find	the	body.	The	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	is	a	reminder	not	only	of	our	commitment	to	our	craft	but	also	of	our	commitment	to	ourselves	and	each	other.In	reflection,	the	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	is	an	integral
part	of	initiation	into	Freemasonry.	The	candidate	is	instructed	to	approach	the	Secretary’s	desk	and	sign	his	name	on	the	constitution	of	the	Lodge.	It	requires	dedication,	knowledge	and	commitment	to	the	craft.	It	is	the	place	where	the	group’s	meetings	are	held,	but	it	is	also	a	term	used	to	describe	the	members	who	meet	there.	•	Demonstrate	an
understanding	of	Masonic	history	and	philosophy.•	Possess	a	strong	moral	character	and	show	respect	for	others.Once	these	criteria	are	satisfied,	candidates	will	be	allowed	to	take	part	in	the	3rd	degree	Masonic	ritual.	The	Senior	Deacon	then	leads	the	candidate	to	the	west.	Hardt	said	Masons	take	a	vow	not	to	talk	about	their	rituals	and	symbols,
but	in	the	Internet	age,	keeping	things	a	true	secret	is	impossible.	It	reminds	us	that	while	we	are	all	part	of	a	larger	brotherhood,	we	each	have	an	individual	responsibility	to	make	a	difference	in	our	own	way.Therefore,	it	shows	us	that	no	matter	how	much	knowledge	and	experience	we	may	have	acquired	over	time,	there	is	always	something	new
to	learn	and	an	opportunity	to	grow	our	understanding	of	Freemasonry.	The	Worshipful	Master	gives	3	raps	of	the	gavel	and	all	stand.	The	church	objects	to	the	fraternity’s	solemn	oaths	and	secrecy,	and	has	said	that	it	considers	Freemasonry	a	rival	religion.	After	the	deception,	he	answers	with	an	affirmative	response	while	the	Senior	Deacon	stands
behind	him	with	a	hood.	GLOSSARY	Freemason	(or	Mason):	A	man	who	belongs	to	a	fraternity	of	men	(Freemasonry)	that	is	bound	together	by	oaths,	based	on	the	medieval	stonemason	craft	guilds.	“I’m	friends	with	guys	I	would	have	never	met	otherwise,”	said	Johnson.	The	King	then	gives	the	Senior	Warden	the	order	to	“raise	the	body	by	the
strong	grip,	or	lion’s	paw,	of	the	tribe	of	Judah.”	The	Senior	Warden	then	lifts	the	candidate	to	his	feet	with	the	true	grip	of	the	Master	Mason.	The	King	orders	him	found	and	the	lodge	gets	loud	with	commotion.	These	degrees	are	Entered	Apprentice	and	Fellow	Craft.	“The	numbers	are	still	going	down,	but	at	a	lower	rate	than	they	had	been,”	said
McCarthy,	the	lodge	master.	It	can	also	be	used	as	a	form	of	punishment	or	deterrent	for	those	who	have	committed	crimes.The	third	degree	has	been	used	for	centuries	as	a	means	of	extracting	information	from	individuals	who	may	otherwise	remain	silent.	Completing	Master	Mason	Initiation	Freemason	5	Points	of	Fellowship	As	the	candidate	is
lifted,	the	Worshipful	Master	gives	him	the	word	of	the	Master	Mason	‘Mah-hah-bone”	and	instructs	him	to	always	communicate	the	word	within	the	5	points	of	fellowship.	They	discover	that	the	three	ruffians,	brothers	Jubela,	Jubelo,	and	Jubelum	are	missing.	He	gives	a	charge	to	the	Lodge	which	repeats	the	3	guiding	principles	of	Masonry,
Brotherly	Love,	Relief,	and	Truth.	Again,	the	Grand	Master	says	no.	The	Masons	surround	the	body	and	sing:	“Solemn	strikes	the	funeral	chime,	Notes	of	our	departing	time;	As	we	journey	here	below,	Through	a	pilgrimage	of	woe!”	“Mortals,	now	indulge	a	tear,	For	Mortality	is	here:	See	how	wide	her	trophies	wave	O’er	the	slumbers	of	the	grave!
“Here	another	guest	we	bring.	The	Master	Masons	conducting	the	ritual	convince	the	candidate	of	this	with	a	series	of	3	sharp	stomps	on	the	ground.	Originally	Published:	November	13,	2009	at	11:01	PM	CST	The	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	is	a	term	used	to	refer	to	the	highest	level	of	recognition	within	the	Free	and	Accepted	Masons
(F&AM).	The	Masons	can	not	find	the	Grand	Master	and	the	King	orders	roll	to	be	called.	Furthermore,	it	serves	as	a	reminder	that	although	one	may	be	removed	from	their	lodge	or	deprived	of	its	benefits	due	to	disciplinary	action,	they	are	still	bound	by	this	oath	and	must	continue	striving	for	excellence	regardless.ControversyDespite	its
importance	in	Masonic	tradition,	some	have	argued	that	the	use	of	passwords	is	outdated	and	can	even	lead	to	exclusionary	practices	within	lodges.	•	Have	been	a	Master	Mason	in	good	standing	for	at	least	one	year.	Geometry	was	used	by	Masons	to	build	temples	and	other	structures	that	would	stand	for	generations.	The	lodge	was	built	that	way	to
keep	it	low	key,	but	also	to	provide	a	revenue	stream,	Hardt	said.	At	that	point,	the	WM	asks	the	candidate	if	he	considers	himself	a	Master	Mason.	“I	think	a	lot	of	people	today	are	looking	for	answers,”	he	said.	It	can	range	from	a	few	hours	to	days	or	even	weeks.Location:	The	third	degree	takes	place	in	a	secure	location,	such	as	a	police	station	or
military	facility.	It	is	an	intense	method	of	questioning	that	can	involve	physical	and	psychological	coercion.	The	candidate	is	asked	to	take	the	oath	of	Master	Masonry	after	being	informed	that	there	is	nothing	that	will	interfere	with	the	candidate’s	duty	to	his	neighbor,	his	country,	or	to	God.	The	Candidate	is	challenged	with	the	real	grip	of	the
Fellow	Craft	again	and	the	pass	grip	of	a	Master	Mason	and	the	accompanying	word	Tubal	Cain.	Seraphs	of	celestial	wing,	To	our	funeral	altar	come:	Waft	this	friend	and	brother	home	“Lord	of	all!	below–above–	Fill	our	hearts	with	truth	and	love;	When	dissolves	our	earthly	tie,	Take	us	to	thy	Lodge	on	High.”	Master	Mason	Grip	and	Password
Freemason	Master	Mason	Grip	King	Solomon	expresses	expresses	concern	that	the	Master’s	word	is	lost	forever.	The	candidate	is	lead	around	the	room	3	times	by	the	Senior	Deacon	as	a	prayer	is	said.	This	includes	attending	meetings	regularly,	studying	Masonic	Rituals	and	moral	teachings,	making	charitable	donations	when	requested	by	your
Lodge,	participating	in	Lodge	activities	such	as	parades	or	festivals,	and	ensuring	that	you	are	up-to-date	on	your	dues	payments.	Common	tactics	include	physical	intimidation,	verbal	abuse,	threats,	and	psychological	manipulation.Purpose:	The	purpose	of	the	third	degree	is	to	obtain	information	that	may	be	useful	for	a	particular	case	or
investigation.	In	his	blog,	Johnson	discusses	the	role	of	Freemasonry	in	his	life,	but	also	tries	to	dispel	common	misconceptions	about	the	group.	This	ritual	includes	several	lectures	that	explain	the	symbolism	of	Freemasonry	as	well	as	its	mission	and	purpose.	The	Square	is	used	to	remind	Masons	of	their	commitment	to	morality,	while	the	Compasses
remind	them	of	their	duty	to	use	their	knowledge	wisely.Read	moreFreemasons	Community	GrantsThe	next	symbol	associated	with	this	degree	is	the	Letter	G.	His	father	joined	shortly	thereafter,	and	both	are	members	of	the	Farmington	lodge.	“They’re	looking	for	spiritual	growth.	Ultimately,	however,	it	is	up	to	each	individual	lodge	decide	how	they
wish	to	handle	passwords	and	how	strictly	they	wish	enforce	them	when	allowing	admittance	into	their	meetings.Read	moreWhat	Are	Freemasons	And	What	Do	They	DoThe	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	holds	great	significance	for	all	Masons	who	take	part	in	this	ancient	tradition.	This	process	is	designed	to	ensure	that	each	candidate
understands	what	it	means	to	be	a	true	Freemason	before	taking	on	this	responsibility.	Although	women	are	not	allowed	to	be	Freemasons,	in	the	mid-1800s,	an	associated	society,	called	the	Order	of	the	Eastern	Star,	was	created	for	women	interested	in	Masonry.	The	password	is	essential	for	opening	up	the	lodge	meetings,	and	it	must	be
remembered	in	order	for	a	member	to	gain	entry.	They	give	the	sign	of	a	Master	Mason,	which	is	done	holding	the	right	arm	across	the	body	with	the	thumb	remaining	inward.	The	Candidate	is	instructed	to	return	to	the	east	while	he	receives	the	Historical	Account	of	the	reenacted	take	of	Grand	Master	Hiram	Abiff	from	the	Worshipful	Master.	Upon
passing	the	same	test,	the	Senior	Deacon	informs	the	Worshipful	Master	that	they	travel	west	to	east	seeking	further	light	in	Masonry.	Though	any	man	can	petition	to	be	a	Mason,	a	woman	must	have	a	familial	connection	to	a	Freemason	in	order	to	join	the	Eastern	Star.	In	Minnesota,	15,700	men	are	Freemasons	—	also	commonly	referred	to	as
Masons.	The	charge	instructs	the	candidate	to	always	preserve	the	reputation	of	Masons	by	living	his	life	according	to	the	principles	of	masonry.	The	Ruffians	agree	to	bury	the	body	in	a	hill	to	the	west,	and	the	candidate	is	carried	within	the	canvas	on	the	shoulders	of	other	members	around	the	lodge	three	times	stopping	on	the	west	side.	The
candidate	falls	safely	to	the	ground,	even	though	he	is	typically	quite	frightened.	Its	senior	warden	—	“kind	of	like	the	vice	president”	—	is	Nick	Johnson,	a	27-year-old	lawyer	who	blogs	about	Freemasonry,	also	known	as	Masonry,	at	millennialfreemason.com.	The	candidate	is	brought	back	into	the	room	and	given	congratulations	from	all	Master
Masons	in	attendance	very	unceremoniously.	He	violently	grabs	the	Candidates	color	and	addresses	him	as	if	he	were	Grand	Master	Hiram.	Furthermore,	it	serves	as	a	constant	reminder	that	there	is	always	more	to	learn,	no	matter	how	much	one	may	already	know	about	Freemasonry.	And	an	influx	of	younger	members	is	blogging,	tweeting	and
linking	the	organization	away	from	being	a	“secret”	society.	To	become	a	Master	Mason,	you	must	first	join	an	established	lodge	and	demonstrate	your	commitment	to	the	craft	by	taking	part	in	rituals	and	ceremonies.	They	return	to	the	King	who	orders	all	12	Fellow	Craft	Masons	to	dig	up	the	body.	This	symbol	has	been	used	by	Masons	for	centuries
and	represents	many	aspects	of	their	philosophy,	including	morality,	justice,	balance,	and	knowledge.	Here	are	some	of	the	benefits	you	can	look	forward	to	by	becoming	a	3rd	degree	master	mason:Gaining	access	to	exclusive	Masonic	ceremonies	and	rituals.Joining	a	global	community	of	like-minded	individuals.Unlocking	unique	opportunities	for
self-improvement.Receiving	recognition	for	your	achievements.Building	strong	connections	with	other	members.Being	part	of	the	Freemasons	is	an	incredible	experience	that	can	help	you	grow	on	many	different	levels.	Upon	his	return,	the	WM	instructs	that	the	Senior	Deacon	to	take	the	candidate	to	the	Senior	Warden	and	put	on	his	Master	Mason
apron.	The	average	passer-by	wouldn’t	know	it’s	a	lodge	—	a	red	door	to	the	upstairs	meeting	hall	is	nestled	between	two	storefronts,	one	a	salon	and	the	other	a	martial	arts	school.	First	Steps	as	a	Master	Mason	At	that	request,	the	WM	instructs	the	candidate	to	approach	again	from	the	west	after	receiving	instructions	on	three	“upright	regular
steps”	from	the	Senior	Warden.	Freemasonry	was	popular	in	colonial	America	—	George	Washington	and	Benjamin	Franklin	were	Masons.	By	studying	the	symbolism	behind	the	password,	we	can	gain	insight	into	the	powerful	spiritual	principles	that	govern	Freemasonry.The	password	also	serves	as	a	reminder	that	each	Mason	should	be	dedicated	to
his	or	her	craft	and	to	helping	others	in	need.	Freemasonry	is	an	ancient	fraternity,	and	just	a	decade	ago,	its	leaders	saw	their	membership	getting	pretty	ancient,	too.	By	becoming	a	3rd	degree	master	mason,	you	will	be	able	to	take	part	in	exclusive	ceremonies	and	rituals	that	will	open	up	new	possibilities	in	your	life.	The	letter	“G”	in	the	center	of
the	square	and	compass	symbol	stands	for	God	and	geometry	—	representing	the	spiritual	and	scientific	emphasis	of	Masonry.	This	ensures	that	any	information	obtained	cannot	be	heard	by	those	outside	the	interrogation	room.Methods:	The	methods	used	in	the	third	degree	vary	depending	on	who	is	doing	the	questioning	and	what	they	are
attempting	to	uncover.	The	Worshipful	Master	instructs	the	Candidate	to	pass	the	same	test	with	the	Junior	and	Senior	warden,	then	he	returns	to	the	Worshipful	Master.	Look	closer,	though,	and	the	square	and	compass	symbols	on	the	door’s	handle	and	the	pediment	above	it	become	apparent.	An	average	of	15	men	attend	each	lodge	meeting,	but
Hardt	would	prefer	that	number	to	be	closer	to	25.	In	addition	to	this,	candidates	must	also	memorize	several	scripts	that	are	used	during	the	ceremony.	Any	man	who	believes	in	a	higher	power	and	comes	to	the	fraternity	of	his	own	free	will	can	be	a	Mason.	The	ring	and	smallest	fingers	wrap	below	the	wrist	and	the	middle	and	forefinger	above.	The
WM	advises	the	candidate	to	remember	who	to	trust	and	the	Senior	Deacon	tightly	ties	the	hood	back	over	his	eyes	blindfolding	him.	The	ceremonies	take	place	in	the	center	of	the	room,	around	a	raised	altar,	where	the	Bible	(or	book	sacred	to	its	members)	is	opened.	He	would	then	retire	through	the	south	gate,	which	the	Senior	Deacon	and
Candidate	will	now	do	in	his	honor.	But	best-selling	novels	like	Dan	Brown’s	“The	Lost	Symbol”	and	movies	like	“National	Treasure”	are	helping	to	change	the	group’s	demographics,	local	leaders	say.	I	think	Freemasonry	can	be	part	of	the	answer.	You’ll	also	have	access	to	an	international	network	of	other	Freemasons	who	share	similar	values	and
interests.	As	Freemasonry	spread	across	Europe,	these	passwords	became	more	sophisticated	and	elaborate,	eventually	leading	to	their	use	in	initiation	ceremonies.Development	of	the	Password	SystemAs	Freemasonry	evolved	over	time,	so	did	its	use	of	passwords	and	signs.	For	this,	his	third	degree,	it	is	tied	tightly	3	times	around	his	waist.	You
must	also	have	been	accepted	into	an	active	lodge	and	be	able	to	prove	that	you	have	taken	part	in	all	the	required	activities	of	a	Lodge	of	Masons.Fulfill	Masonic	ObligationsIn	order	to	become	a	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason,	you	must	fulfill	all	of	your	Masonic	obligations.	The	Senior	Warden,	playing	the	Second	Ruffian	part,	steps	out	and	even	more
aggressively	than	the	Junior	Warden	demands	the	Secrets	of	a	Master	Mason.	“The	Greatest	Generation,	when	they	came	home	from	(World	War	II),	they	joined	everything,”	he	said.	The	candidate	gives	the	Junior	Deacon	the	password	and	sign	of	the	first	degree,	“Boaz”	and	is	gives	the	password	for	…	Explanation	of	the	Master	Mason	sign:	The	sign
is	made	by	drawing	the	thumb	quickly	across	the	waist	to	the	right	hip,	then	dropping	the	hand	to	the	side.	The	initiation	is	ended	with	the	Worshipful	Master	giving	the	Charge	to	the	Candidate.	Masonic	lodge:	The	word	“lodge”	has	two	meanings	to	the	Freemason.	The	passwords	were	changed	periodically,	so	that	only	those	who	knew	them	could
gain	entry	into	the	lodge.	The	Masons	decide	to	pray	around	the	body	and	they	all	kneel	around	the	candidate.	The	Ruffians	agree	to	flee	the	country	and	encounter	a	Sea	Captain	who	agrees	to	take	them	to	Ethiopia,	assuming	they	have	a	pass	from	King	Solomon.	From	gaining	access	to	exclusive	ceremonies	and	rituals	to	forming	meaningful
connections	with	other	members,	there’s	no	denying	that	this	is	an	opportunity	too	good	to	pass	up!In	Reflection	on	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	PasswordThe	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	is	an	important	part	of	the	process	for	becoming	a	Freemason.	To	become	a	3rd	degree	Master	Mason,	there	are	certain	requirements	that	must	be	met:•	Be
at	least	18	years	old.	Others	have	argued	that	passwords	are	necessary	in	order	to	protect	secrets	from	outsiders	who	may	use	them	against	fellow	Masons	or	threaten	their	safety	if	revealed	publicly.	At	that	point,	12	Fellow	Craft	(Second	Degree)	Masons	are	admitted	and	inform	the	King	that	15	of	the	Fellow	Crafts	plotted	to	extort	secrets	of	Master
Masonry	out	of	the	Grand	Master	by	threatening	his	life.	The	candidate	is	taken	out	of	the	room	as	the	room	is	prepared	for	the	remaining	portion	of	the	ritual.	They	decide	that	they	will	flee	to	the	interior	of	the	country	and	avoid	being	put	to	death.	In	addition	to	using	passwords	for	identification	purposes,	these	systems	also	included	special
handshakes	and	other	secret	signals	that	could	be	used	to	communicate	between	members	of	different	orders.Modern	Day	UsageToday,	many	Freemasons	still	use	passwords	as	part	of	their	initiation	ceremonies.	The	3rd	degree	Master	Mason	password	is	still	in	use	today	as	an	important	part	of	Masonic	tradition	and	ritual.Understand	the
RequirementsMasonry	is	a	centuries-old	craft,	and	the	process	for	becoming	a	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	is	similar	to	how	it	has	been	for	many	years.	This	seals	him	as	a	new	Master	Mason.	It	also	serves	as	a	reminder	that	life	should	be	lived	according	to	a	set	of	principles	known	as	Masonic	Law	or	“Landmarks”	which	govern	how	a	Mason	should
conduct	himself	in	life.Beyond	these	symbols,	there	are	several	rituals	associated	with	this	degree	as	well.	Another	way	Masons	embrace	the	Information	Age	—	and	perhaps	make	younger	members	feel	comfortable	—	is	by	handing	each	new	member	a	copy	of	“Freemasons	for	Dummies,”	which	offers	an	overview	of	Freemasonry,	its	history	and	its
rituals.	This	action	shows	the	stomach	being	…	In	this	paper	I	wish	to	address	and	attempt	to	explain	the	true	background	of	the	Master	Mason's	two	words;	their	meaning	and	how	and	why	the	second	word	was	adopted	and	from	where,	I	…	This	document	provides	details	on	secret	Masonic	handshakes,	passwords,	and	signs	used	in	the	three	degrees
of	the	Blue	Lodge	of	Freemasonry:	Entered	Apprentice,	Fellow	Craft,	and	Master	Mason.	The	steps	are	all	90	degree	angles	representing	the	square.	The	candidate	enters	the	room	and	receives	a	blessing	from	the	Worshipful	Master	(WM).	“We,	like	many	organizations,	are	finding	the	old	guys	have	a	hard	time	letting	go,”	McCarthy	said.	But	Masons,
McCarthy	and	Hardt	say,	are	mostly	about	the	betterment	of	the	individual	and	the	charity	work	they	do,	which	should	make	them	compatible	with	religions.	One	ritual	involves	lighting	candles	which	represent	knowledge	being	passed	on	from	generation	to	generation	while	another	involves	repeating	an	oath	which	binds	members	together	in
brotherhood	and	mutual	respect	for	one	another’s	beliefs	and	values.Therefore,	3rd	Degree	Masters	must	learn	certain	passwords	which	signify	their	level	within	Freemasonry.	The	Worshipful	Master,	now	dressed	as	King	Solomon	back	at	the	construction	of	the	Temple,	asks	why	the	Masons	are	not	working	as	usual.	“It’s	more	like	we	choose	to	keep
some	things	private,”	Minnesota’s	Masonic	Grand	Master	Thomas	McCarthy	said.	A	group	of	the	3	Fellow	Craft	Masons	come	across	the	Sea	Captain	who	informs	them	that	3	brothers	had	fled	into	the	country	after	he	had	denied	them	passage	for	not	having	a	pass	from	King	Solomon.	•	Prove	to	the	lodge	that	you	have	the	necessary	understanding	of
Masonic	principles	and	rituals.•	Show	adequate	knowledge	of	the	Three	Great	Lights	of	Freemasonry	(square,	compasses	and	Volume	of	Sacred	Law).	Here	is	a	brief	history	of	the	3rd	degree	Master	Mason	password:Early	BeginningsThe	origins	of	the	3rd	degree	Master	Mason	password	can	be	traced	back	to	early	English	and	Scottish	lodges	in	the
late	17th	century.	The	intent	is	to	deceive	the	candidate	into	thinking	the	ritual	is	done.	These	rituals	include	reciting	certain	passages	from	scripture	or	other	Masonic	documents	such	as	The	Constitution	of	Freemasonry;	taking	part	in	an	oath;	wearing	special	clothing	during	the	ceremony;	taking	part	in	handshakes;	reading	from	certain	documents;
raising	their	right	hand	towards	Heaven;	listening	to	lectures	about	various	aspects	of	Freemasonry;	and	finally	accepting	their	Third	Degree	certificate.	At	that	time,	passwords	were	used	as	a	way	to	identify	members	of	different	Masonic	orders.	It	also	symbolizes	him	crossing	each	degree	of	masonry.	Walking	in	the	steps	of	the	Grand	Master	As
they	pass	by	the	Junior	Warden’s	station	on	the	south	end	of	the	room,	the	JW	silently	stands	and	confronts	the	candidate	very	aggressively.	In	order	to	maintain	your	membership	in	good	standing	with	your	Lodge,	it	is	important	that	you	attend	meetings	regularly,	pay	dues	on	time,	participate	in	events	hosted	by	your	Lodge,	follow	proper	etiquette
while	interacting	with	other	Masons,	and	abide	by	all	rules	set	out	by	your	Lodge.Significance	of	the	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	PasswordThe	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	is	one	of	the	most	important	elements	of	Freemasonry.	Deception	and	Obtaining	Knowledge	The	Worshipful	Master	asks	different	members	if	they	are	finished,	and	they	all
reply	that	they	are.	Masonry	reached	its	pinnacle	of	membership	in	the	late	1950s	with	more	than	4	million	members.	Becoming	a	3rd	degree	master	mason	is	no	easy	feat,	but	it	comes	with	many	rewards.	Here	are	some	things	to	consider	when	exploring	the	details	of	the	third	degree:	Duration:	The	duration	of	the	third	degree	depends	on	how	much
information	is	being	sought	and	how	cooperative	the	subject	is.	After	the	third	lap,	the	candidate	and	Senior	Deacon	arrive	at	the	Junior	Deacon’s	station	in	the	south	of	the	room.	Freemasons	adopted	this	concept	in	order	to	protect	their	secrets	from	outsiders,	and	thus	the	password	was	created.	He	would	draw	out	designs	and	practice	his	devotions
to	God.	“We	have	new	members	that	are	18	to	20	years	old,”	McCarthy	said.	They	all	agree	that	the	first	word	spoken	and	the	first	sign	given	will	become	that	of	the	Master	Mason.	The	Worshipful	Master	has	his	hood	and	cable	tow	be	removed	and	instructs	the	candidate	to	further	learn	of	the	Freemason’s	three	guiding	principles	brotherly	love,
relief	(or	friendship	in	some	lodges),	and	truth	(or	morality	in	some	lodges).	This	can	provide	great	opportunities	for	self-reflection	and	personal	growth.Furthermore,	becoming	a	3rd	degree	master	mason	can	help	you	make	valuable	connections	with	other	members	from	around	the	world.	“Google	it,”	Hardt	said.	We	do	not	see	it	as	a	religion,
though.”	Throughout	history,	Freemasonry,	because	of	its	secretive	symbols	and	rituals,	has	been	looked	upon	warily	by	some	religions,	including	the	Roman	Catholic	faith.	The	WM	then	goes	over	all	of	the	symbols	of	Masonry	including	those	within	the	Lodge	itself.	The	password	associated	with	this	degree	is	kept	secret	and	is	only	shared	amongst
members	of	the	Lodge.A	Brief	History	of	the	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	PasswordThe	3rd	degree	Master	Mason	password	is	a	term	used	to	refer	to	the	traditional	passwords	and	signs	used	by	Freemasons	during	initiation	ceremonies.	“We	have	Christians,	Buddhists,	Muslims,”	Hardt	said.	It	has	been	around	since	the	early	18th	century,	when	it	was
first	adopted	in	England	and	Scotland.	Now	that	the	candidate	has	properly	approached	the	Worshipful	Master,	he	is	instructed	to	lay	both	hands	on	the	bible,	compass,	and	square	on	the	middle	alter.	In	Farmington,	Corinthian	Lodge	No.	76	recently	opened	its	doors	to	the	community	to	show	off	the	newly	redone	hardwood	floors	and	refurbished
kitchen	in	its	Craftsman-style	building.	It	has	its	own	set	of	rituals	and	symbols,	and	is	open	to	men	who	are	Masons	and	female	relatives,	spouses	and	descendants	of	Masons.	Sign	of	the	Master	Mason	They	express	concern	that	they	will	never	learn	the	word	of	a	Master	mason.	During	the	first	lap,	the	Junior	Warden,	Senior	Warden,	and	Worshipful
Master	each	rap	their	gavels	one	time	in	that	order.	The	WM,	playing	the	third	Ruffian,	again	demands	the	secrets	from	the	Grand	Master.	The	previous	two	ceremonies	were	mostly	performed	by	the	Junior	Warden,	Junior	Deacon,	and	Worshipful	Master.Master	Mason	PassgripThis,	of	the	most	honored	initiation,	is	mostly	performed	by	the	Senior
Deacon,	Senior	Warden	and	Worshipful	Master.	It	is	more	than	just	an	entry	code;	it	is	also	a	symbol	which	reminds	Masons	of	their	commitment	towards	upholding	certain	values	and	traditions	within	Freemasonry	while	striving	for	excellence	both	inside	and	outside	its	walls.What	Are	the	Requirements	for	Becoming	a	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason?
Becoming	a	3rd	degree	Master	Mason	is	no	small	feat.	After	passing	through	this	process,	they	will	be	officially	recognized	as	a	3rd	degree	Master	Mason.Understanding	the	Symbols	and	Rituals	of	the	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	PasswordThe	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	password	is	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	respected	symbols	in	Freemasonry.	The
JW,	playing	the	part	of	“First	Ruffian,”	tells	him	that	the	Grand	Master	promised	to	reveal	the	secrets	of	Master	Masonry	once	they	finished	the	temple	so	that	they	may	obtain	Master’s	Wages	and	work	in	foreign	lands	as	Master	Masons.	Additionally,	some	Lodges	may	require	that	you	pass	an	exam	demonstrating	your	knowledge	of	Freemasonry
before	becoming	eligible	for	advancement.Take	Part	in	CeremoniesThe	Third	Degree	ceremony	consists	of	several	rituals	that	Masons	must	take	part	in	before	they	can	be	given	their	degree.	This	password	also	carries	much	symbolism,	as	it	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	Mason’s	commitment	to	their	craft	and	serves	as	an	expression	of	their	dedication
to	upholding	the	values	and	traditions	of	Freemasonry.HistoryThe	origin	of	the	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	can	be	traced	back	to	ancient	times	when	secret	codes	were	used	by	soldiers	in	battle	in	order	to	gain	access	to	certain	areas	or	safehouses.	This	motion	is	repeated	with	the	left	heel	on	the	right	arch	and	finally	both	heels	touching
while	retaining	a	90	degree	angle.	“They	demystify	things	for	people.”	Jessica	Fleming	can	be	reached	at	651-228-5435.	It	also	represents	harmony	between	all	parts	of	creation	–	something	that	Masons	strive	for	in	life.The	last	symbol	associated	with	this	degree	is	the	Triangle.	For	so	long,	we	were	losing	more	members	to	death	than	we	were
gaining.”	A	RENAISSANCE	That’s	turning	around	with	Generation	X	and	Millennial	men,	who	are	once	again	seeking	to	belong	to	a	group.	And	with	the	popularity	of	books	such	as	“The	Lost	Symbol,”	whose	fictionalized	plot	revolves	around	Freemasonry	and	its	symbolism,	the	public	is	interested.	Johnson	discovered	a	few	years	ago	that	both	of	his
grandfathers	were	Freemasons,	and	after	some	research,	he	decided	to	join	the	fraternity.	“It’s	a	great	book,”	Hardt	said.	The	Senior	Deacon	takes	the	candidate	to	the	west	where	the	Senior	Warden	asks	the	second	degree	password	“Jachin”	and	received	the	third	degree	password	before	instructing	the	candidate	to	the	Worshipful	Master	in	the
east.	The	candidate	is	given	a	trowel,	symbolic	of	spreading	brotherly	love	like	cement	spreads	over	bricks.	One	tenet	of	Freemasonry	holds	that	the	group	not	be	allowed	to	recruit	new	members	—	interested	men	must	contact	the	organization.	The	candidate	also	has	a	cable	tow	tied	to	him.	It	is	also	one	of	the	most	mysterious,	as	its	origins	and
meaning	are	shrouded	in	secrecy.	He	demands	the	secrets	from	the	Grand	Master.	The	Ruffian	then	swipes	his	hand	across	the	candidates	throat	and	steps	out	of	the	way.	The	Ruffians	realize	that	they	have	killed	the	Grand	Master	before	obtaining	the	secrets	of	a	Master	Mason	and	decide	to	hide	the	body	in	The	Temple	before	giving	a	proper	burial.
The	candidate	is	still	wrapped	in	a	cloth	and	laying	on	the	ground.	Maintain	Your	MembershipOnce	you	have	achieved	your	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	status,	it	is	important	to	remember	that	it	is	not	a	permanent	status	—	it	can	be	revoked	if	necessary	due	to	any	violations	of	Masonic	laws	or	regulations.	But	shedding	the	secrecy	of	the	fraternity	is
something	the	Farmington	lodge	is	embracing.	AN	ANCIENT	ORDER	History	and	research	are	important	parts	of	the	all-male	society,	which	arose	from	stonemason	guilds	in	the	Middle	Ages,	scholars	say.	While	it	has	been	associated	with	some	human	rights	abuses,	it	remains	an	important	tool	in	certain	investigations	and	interrogations.The	Benefits
of	Becoming	a	3rd	Degree	Master	MasonThe	Freemasons	are	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	respected	fraternal	organizations	in	the	world.	Historical	Teachings	The	SD	informs	that	candidate	that	it’s	customary	for	Hiram	Abriff,	the	Grand	Master,	to	enter	into	the	unfinished	King	Solomon’s	Temple	each	day	while	the	Masons	are	enjoying	their	high
twelve	refreshments.	The	Catholic	Church	still	bans	its	members	from	being	Masons,	but	thousands	of	Roman	Catholic	men	belong	anyway.	An	Internet	presence	allows	potential	members	to	research	the	group	and	decide	if	it	is	something	they	are	interested	in.	The	master	is	in	the	east,	senior	warden	in	the	west	and	junior	warden	in	the	south.
“Some	of	our	best	recruiters	are	anti-Masonic	Web	sites,”	Hardt	said.	“Baby	boomers	just	didn’t	join	things.	As	a	potential	initiate,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	history	and	origin	of	this	password	as	well	as	its	meaning	in	the	context	of	the	Masonic	order.	The	King	asks	that	the	grip	of	the	Fellow	Craft	be	used	to	raise	the	Grand	Master,	but	again
the	grip	slips	due	to	the	condition	of	the	body.	After	refusing,	having	his	life	threatened,	and	refusing	again,	the	Third	Ruffian	strikes	the	candidate	on	the	head	with	a	soft	weapon	knocking	him	backwards,	murdering	the	Grand	Master.	“We	are	supplemental.”	About	150	men	are	members	of	the	Farmington	lodge,	Hardt	said,	but	many	of	them	no
longer	live	in	the	area.	The	Masons	developed	passwords	and	secret	handshakes	to	identify	each	other.	Over	time,	the	password	has	evolved	into	what	it	is	today,	with	various	versions	being	used	by	different	branches	of	Freemasonry	throughout	history.SymbolismThe	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	serves	as	more	than	just	a	way	to	gain	entry
into	lodge	meetings;	it	is	also	a	symbol	of	commitment	and	dedication	for	Masons.	Upon	learning	that	they	do	not	have	a	pass,	the	Sea	Captain	refuses	to	take	them.	Therefore,	achieving	the	status	of	a	3rd	degree	master	mason	is	an	impressive	accomplishment	that	will	bring	you	well-deserved	recognition	amongst	other	members.In	short,	becoming	a
3rd	degree	master	mason	brings	numerous	benefits	that	can	shape	your	future	for	the	better.	Masonry	is	a	spiritual	journey,	Hardt	said,	but	as	long	as	a	member	believes	in	a	higher	power,	he	is	welcome.	The	organization	kept	many	of	the	ancient	rituals,	symbols	and	handshakes,	but	over	time	evolved	into	a	fraternity	emphasizing	personal	study,
self-improvement	and	social	betterment.	The	5	points	of	fellowship	are	foot	to	foot,	knee	to	knee,	breast	to	breast,	hand	to	back	and	cheek	to	cheek.	Masons	knew	the	science	of	geometry	enough	to	turn	a	small	drawing	into	a	massive	structure,	and	that	knowledge	was	a	fiercely	guarded	trade	secret.	The	group	practices	brotherly	love,	mutual
assistance,	equality,	secrecy	and	trust	between	each	other.	They	also	use	special	handshakes	and	other	secret	signals	as	a	way	to	identify	themselves	when	meeting	fellow	members	of	their	order.	This	is	to	prove	again	that	he	is	able	bodied.	Officers	have	specific	seats	in	the	room,	positioned	according	to	cardinal	direction.	This	letter	stands	for
Geometry,	which	is	an	essential	part	of	Freemasonry	philosophy.	These	classes	can	help	Masons	learn	more	about	the	history	of	Freemasonry	as	well	as	important	Masonic	teachings	such	as	morality	and	justice.	These	passwords	can	only	be	given	out	by	a	higher-ranking	Mason	who	has	properly	vetted	each	individual	candidate	before	passing	on
such	sacred	knowledge.These	symbols	and	rituals	are	an	important	part	of	understanding	what	it	means	to	be	a	3rd	Degree	Master	Mason	Password	holder	and	serve	as	reminders	to	those	who	hold	this	title	of	their	commitment	to	good	moral	character	as	well	as	harmony	between	all	parts	of	creation.The	Third	Degree:	What	is	Involved?The	third
degree	is	a	process	of	interrogation	used	to	extract	information	from	individuals,	often	associated	with	law	enforcement	or	military	contexts.	“You	can	find	the	exact	rituals	we	do.”	Johnson	said	social	networking	sites	and	online	forums	have	been	useful	in	his	leadership	role	in	the	lodge.	In	order	to	reach	the	3rd	Degree,	you	must	already	have
achieved	the	first	two	degrees	of	Masonry.	It	also	serves	as	a	reminder	that	members	must	always	strive	for	excellence	in	all	aspects	of	life,	both	within	and	outside	of	Freemasonry.	This	degree	of	recognition	is	achieved	through	extensive	study,	a	series	of	tests,	and	a	ritual	ceremony.	The	candidate	is	stripped	of	all	worldly	possessions.	It	is	a	secret
code	that	only	members	of	the	Masonic	fraternity	are	able	to	recognize	and	use.	It	reminds	them	that	they	are	bound	by	an	oath	to	uphold	certain	values	and	traditions	set	forth	in	Masonic	code.	By	the	early	19th	century,	Grand	Lodges	had	developed	their	own	unique	systems	for	using	passwords	in	initiation	ceremonies.	The	3	brothers	are
discovered	while	they	are	expressing	concern	for	their	fate.	They	also	performed	rituals	when	a	man	transitioned	from	apprentice	to	mason	and,	later,	to	master	mason.	The	lodge	falls	silent	for	a	few	moments	and	a	triangle	rings	out	12	times	signifying	Midnight.	Murder	The	candidate	trips	on	a	sheet	that	is	held	by	other	members	of	the	lodge.	For
each	degree,	it	describes	the	…	He	asks	that	the	body	be	raised	with	the	grip	of	the	Entered	Apprentice,	but	the	body	is	so	decomposed	that	the	grip	slips.	The	candidate	steps	left	foot	first	and	brings	the	right	foot	90	degrees	with	the	right	heel	on	the	arch	of	the	left	foot.	They	appear	with	white	gloves	and	aprons,	kneel,	and	beg	for	the	King’s
pardon.	He	advises	them	to	divide	into	4	parties	and	find	the	3	missing	brothers.	Order	of	the	Eastern	Star:	An	organization	created	by	a	Mason	in	the	mid-1850s	by	Rob	Morris,	a	Boston	lawyer	and	teacher	who	felt	strongly	that	the	whole	family	should	be	able	to	share	in	the	benefits	of	Freemasonry.	Over	the	centuries,	this	password	has	evolved	into
a	secret	code	that	only	members	of	the	Masonic	order	can	understand.	So	he	embraces	Johnson’s	blog	and	Twitter	feed,	and	even	the	Internet	presence	of	Freemasonry	critics.	As	in	the	Fellow	Craft	initiation,	the	Master	Mason	ceremony	starts	out	with	an	introduction	and	a	pass	through	word,	sign	and	grip.	“We	are	not	a	replacement	for	church,”
Hardt	said.
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