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Where the mountain meets the moon study guide answers

Minli leaves her home to seek help from the Old Man of the Moon because she is seeking answers and guidance. Minli’s mother takes on an adversarial role in Minli's life. She is strict, pessimistic, and harsh towards her child. The mother often expresses impatience or disapproval through her body language and verbal cues. The burden of poverty and
responsibility falls heavily on Minli’s shoulders, making her feel the weight of their situation. On the other hand, Minli's father brings balance to her life by sharing stories that provide a needed distraction from their intense poverty. His stories also give Minli hope and help keep her grounded in the face of adversity. The character Magistrate Tiger
plays a pivotal role in the novel as the ruthless leader of a village. He is greedy, violent, and only cares about his own interests. This evil spirit counteracts with Minli's compassion. The relationship between the King and Magistrate Tiger impacts the King's decision regarding the "borrowed line". The King's father was the Magistrate Tiger's son,
making Magistrate Tiger the King's grandfather. The "borrowed line" holds significant importance in the story as it provides wisdom and instruction for the King. The tale of Wu Kang relates to the theme of contentment in the larger story. Wu Kang's desire for immortality led him down a path of greed and discontent. However, he eventually learned
the value of patience and contentment through his experiences with the Old Man of the Moon. The story highlights the importance of contentment, as seen in Da-A-Fu's village and Minli's journey. Initially, Minli seeks more riches, security, and status, but her selfless act benefits her family immensely. By putting Dragon's needs first, she gains
everything she wanted and more - a valuable pearl, wealth, and the lifting of a curse on their land. This tale foreshadows the choices Minli will face. A common thread connects characters like the buffalo boy, the King, and Da-A-Fu: they've learned to be happy in their circumstances. The buffalo boy finds joy despite poverty, while the King sacrifices
his prized possession for another person's sake. Similarly, when given the chance to change their fortunes, the twins opt not to, as they're content with what they have. The novel highlights the value of gratitude and focusing on blessings rather than trials. Characters experiencing contentment view challenges as opportunities for growth. The author
emphasizes that true happiness comes from having health, family, love, peace, and joy - lessons shared by various characters throughout Minli's journey. In contrast, adversarial figures like Magistrate Tiger and Wu Yang succumb to greed, anger, hatred, and selfishness, leading to their downfall. The story encourages readers to find contentment
regardless of their situation, urging them to appreciate what they have and not constantly strive for more. This theme is woven throughout the novel, as seen in Minli's transformation from seeking external validation to finding happiness within herself. The narrative follows Minli and Dragon, a young duo, as they embark on a transformative journey to
reach the mountain that leads to the moon. This classic tale is marked by transcendental themes, where the hero's ascent into a new realm is symbolized by their partnership with a serpent (the dragon). In this story, the serpent is not depicted as evil, but rather as a force that can be harnessed for good. Minli's motivation to complete her quest is
rooted in her love for her parents, who are suffering under the capricious rule of those above them. By choosing to help the dragon over herself, Minli demonstrates selflessness and sacrifice, ultimately reversing the karma of her family's situation. This act also allows her to defeat her ego-centric tendencies and become a benefactor of the dragon's
power. The story conveys a mythological intent to instill values such as selflessness, sacrifice, and courage in the face of fear. It encourages children to say yes to adventures that lie ahead, rather than allowing fear to hold them back. The narrative ultimately presents a fruitful fate for the family, one that is made possible by Minli's humility and
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