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Why	is	101	used	for	beginners

A	common	course	numbering	system	in	US	universities	does	not	follow	a	universal	pattern,	despite	the	rough	description	provided	by	Najib	Idrissi.	In	reality,	course	numbers	can	vary	significantly	between	institutions	and	even	within	departments.	The	relationship	between	course	numbers	is	often	unclear,	and	it's	impossible	to	accurately	determine
the	meaning	of	a	specific	course	number	based	solely	on	its	numerical	value.	Courses	at	my	current	institution	have	a	unique	numbering	system.	First-year	courses	have	no	prerequisites	or	only	high	school-level	ones,	while	second-year	courses	(200-299)	have	100-level	prerequisites.	However,	this	system	is	not	universal	and	can	vary	between
institutions.	At	some	universities,	the	most	advanced	undergraduate	courses	are	designated	by	numbers	ending	in	-99,	while	at	others,	graduate	classes	start	with	numbers	ending	in	-00	or	-99.	It's	challenging	to	determine	the	relationship	between	two	courses	with	similar	names	but	different	numbers	(e.g.,	Basket	Weaving	125	and	147).	To	fully
understand	a	specific	course's	place	in	the	curriculum,	it's	essential	to	consult	the	course	offerings	of	the	institution	in	question.	First-year	courses,	denoted	by	"101,"	typically	have	no	prerequisites	and	provide	an	introduction	to	a	subject.	This	numbering	system	has	its	roots	in	the	early	20th	century	and	is	widely	used	in	American	educational
institutions.	However,	this	does	not	apply	universally,	as	some	institutions	may	use	different	naming	conventions	or	numbering	systems.	Course	numbers	are	not	a	universal	language	in	US	universities.	As	described	by	Najib	Idrissi,	a	common	system	assigns	courses	100-199	to	first-year	students,	while	those	with	higher	prerequisites	fall	into	the	next
range	(200-299).	However,	this	system	has	exceptions	and	variations	across	institutions.	At	my	current	school,	the	most	advanced	undergraduate	courses	are	numbered	300-399,	while	graduate	classes	start	at	400.	Another	institution	uses	a	different	scheme,	categorizing	"lower-level"	undergrad	courses	as	1-99	and	"upper-level"	graduate	courses	as
100-199.	When	it	comes	to	online	courses	like	Chemistry	101-106	or	Basket	Weaving	125-147,	their	relationships	are	not	always	clear	from	the	numbers	alone.	It's	essential	to	consult	the	course	offerings	of	a	specific	institution	to	understand	the	place	of	a	particular	course	in	the	curriculum.	Even	at	the	same	institution,	course	numbering	systems
can	change	over	time.	For	instance,	when	I	was	an	undergraduate,	we	had	two	distinct	introductory	chemistry	sequences	with	no	clear	connections	between	them.	The	Stack	Exchange	network	has	183	Q&A	communities,	including	Stack	Overflow,	where	developers	share	knowledge	and	build	their	careers.	Named	'101'	emerged	in	University	of
Buffalo's	1929	course	catalog,	marking	the	beginning	of	a	three-digit	categorization	system.	Although	not	standardized,	this	approach	improved	upon	earlier	methods.	By	the	1930s,	students	viewed	earning	degrees	as	a	ticket	to	better	job	prospects,	driving	universities	to	introduce	specialized	courses.	As	graduates	expanded	their	job	searches,
employers	required	a	way	to	compare	candidates.	This	led	to	colleges	adopting	a	three-digit	numbering	system,	where	the	first	digit	indicated	the	academic	year,	the	second	represented	the	department,	and	the	third	denoted	difficulty	level.	Over	time,	'101'	became	synonymous	with	introductory	courses,	regardless	of	field	of	study.	By	the	late	1960s,
this	term	entered	everyday	language	beyond	academia.	A	common	system	emerged:	courses	numbered	100-199	are	first-year	courses,	those	in	200-299	are	second-year,	and	so	on.	However,	this	system	is	not	universal	in	the	US,	and	its	nuances	vary	across	institutions.	For	instance,	at	one	institution,	courses	300-399	designate	advanced
undergraduate	courses,	while	courses	starting	at	400	are	graduate	classes.	Conversely,	another	institution	uses	a	different	arrangement	for	their	course	numbers.	Ultimately,	understanding	the	relationship	between	courses	requires	consulting	the	specific	institution's	course	offerings.	Looking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	meeting	tomorow	and
discussin	our	strategies.	The	Stack	Exchange	network	has	183	Q&A	communities,	including	Stack	Overflow,	the	largest	online	community	for	developers.	If	you're	curious	about	a	course	number,	it's	best	to	ask	the	specific	department	for	info.	Share,	remix,	and	build	upon	the	material	in	any	way	without	restrictions.	You	must	give	credit	where
needed.	The	first	recorded	use	of	"101"	was	in	a	1929	University	of	Buffalo	course	catalog.	US	universities	started	using	a	three-digit	system	in	the	early	1930s.	The	evolution	of	course	numbering	in	colleges	and	universities	is	a	story	of	standardization	and	efficiency.	Initially,	courses	were	designated	with	descriptive	titles	or	letters	(e.g.,	"Cost
Accounting"	or	"English"),	but	as	institutions	grew	and	catalogs	became	more	complex,	a	three-digit	system	emerged	to	simplify	the	process.	The	first	digit	represented	the	academic	level	(Freshman	to	Sophomore),	the	second	indicated	the	department,	and	the	third	denoted	the	class	within	that	department.	Somewhere	along	the	way,	the	phrase
"101"	transitioned	from	academic	jargon	to	everyday	language.	The	Oxford	English	Dictionary	(OED)	notes	that	this	shift	happened	as	early	as	1986.	Etymologist	Benjamin	Zimmer	points	out	earlier	examples:	a	1972	Time	article	joked	about	"Social	Relevance	101"	being	a	basic	course,	and	Woody	Allen's	stand-up	routine	from	the	1960s	mentioned
"Death	101."	If	you	have	a	question	about	current	events,	ask	The	Explainer.	In	terms	of	course	numbers,	there	isn't	one	universal	system	in	place.	At	best,	you	can	make	an	educated	guess	about	what	a	particular	course	number	might	mean.	For	instance,	courses	numbered	100-199	are	usually	first-year	classes	with	no	prerequisites	or	only	high
school-level	requirements.	However,	this	system	is	not	standard	across	all	US	institutions,	and	it's	not	always	possible	to	determine	the	relationship	between	Basket	Weaving	125	and	Basket	Weaving	147	just	by	looking	at	the	numbers.	To	get	a	better	understanding	of	a	specific	course,	you'll	need	to	consult	the	course	offerings	from	the	institution	in
question.


