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System for identifying vehicles"VIN" redirects here. For other uses, see Vin.VIN on a Chinese mopedVIN on a 1996 Porsche 993 GT2VIN visible in the windscreenVIN recorded on a Chinese vehicle licenceA vehicle identification number (VIN; also called a chassis number or frame number) is a unique code, including a serial number, used by the automotive industry to identify individual motor vehicles, towed vehicles, motorcycles, scooters and
mopeds, as defined by the International Organization for Standardization in ISO 3779 (content and structure) and ISO 4030 (location and attachment).[1]There are vehicle history services in several countries that help potential car owners use VINs to find vehicles that are defective or have been written off.VINs were first used in 1954 in the United States.[2] From 1954 to 1965, there was no accepted standard for these numbers, so different
manufacturers and even divisions within a manufacturer used different formats. Many were little more than a serial number. Starting in January 1966 the US government mandated that a 13-character VIN be used. This specification was phased in over several years. US manufacturers used them starting in January 1966by January 1, 1969, all cars sold in the US were required to have the 13 character VIN.[clarification needed] The 1966 US
specification only stated that the year of manufacture, engine type, and a six digit unique number (with that being the last six characters) were requiredthe individual manufacturers could use the remaining five spaces for whatever they liked.[3] This was not much better than what was in use by some US manufacturers before 1966.In 1981, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration of the United States standardized the format.[2] It
required all on-road vehicles sold to contain a 17-character VIN, which does not include the letters O (0), I (i), and Q (q) (to avoid confusion with numerals 0, 1, and 9). This was largely based on the ISO 3779 standard, but is more stringent. After the introduction of the ISO standard, the manufacturers which produced vehicles for the American market very quickly adjusted to this standard. ISO introduced recommendations for applying the VIN
standard and its structure, and the VIN was also used in Europe. However, the sets of information contained in it were introduced gradually. For example, Volkswagen started to encode bigger chunks of information during 19951997, and the control digit during 20092015 for selected models from the group. The VIN control digit is also used, although not in all brand-models. In the European vehicles, it can be found e.g. in Audi Al1.[4]There are
at least four competing standards used to calculate the VIN.FMVSS 115, Part 565: Used in United States and Canada[5]ISO 3779: Used in Europe and many other parts of the worldSAE J853: Very similar to the ISO standardADR 61/2 used in Australia, referring to ISO 3779 and 3780[6]Modern VINs are based on two related standards, originally issued by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in 1979 and 1980: ISO 3779[7]
and ISO 3780,[8] respectively. Compatible but different implementations of these ISO standards have been adopted by the European Union and the United States.[9]The VIN consists of 17 characters, and only uses capital letters (excluding I, O and Q) and digits (0-9). It comprises the following sections:Standard1234567891011121314151617ISO 3779World manufacturer identifierVehicle descriptor sectionVehicle identifier sectionEuropean
Union[10]more than 500 vehicles/yearWorld manufacturer identifierIndication of "the general characteristics of the vehicle"Indication that provides "clear identification of a particular vehicle"European Union[10]500 or fewer vehicles/yearWorld manufacturer identifier9Indication of "the general characteristics of the vehicle"Manufacturer identifierIndication that provides "clear identification of a particular vehicle"North Americamore than
2,000 vehicles/yearWorld manufacturer identifierVehicle attributesCheck digitModel yearPlant codeSequential numberNorth America2,000 or fewer vehicles/yearWorld manufacturer identifier9Vehicle attributesCheck digitModel yearPlant codeManufacturer identifierSequential numberVIN in a GM-T-Platform body next to a passenger seatThe first three characters uniquely identify the manufacturer of the vehicle using the world manufacturer
identifier or WMI code. A manufacturer who builds fewer than 1,000 vehicles per year uses a 9 as the third digit, and the 12th, 13th and 14th position of the VIN for a second part of the identification. Some manufacturers use the third character as a code for a vehicle category (e.g., bus or truck), a division within a manufacturer, or both. For example, within 1G (assigned to General Motors in the United States), 1G1 represents Chevrolet
passenger cars; 1G2, Pontiac passenger cars; and 1GC, Chevrolet trucks.The Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) in the US assigns WMIs to countries and manufacturers.[11]The first character of the WMI is typically the region in which the manufacturer is located. In practice, each is assigned to a country of manufacture, although in Europe the country where the continental headquarters is located can assign the WMI to all vehicles
produced in that region. (Example: When Adam Opel AG was still with General Motors, Opel/Vauxhall cars designed in that era used to carry a "German" WMI (e.g. WOL, WOV), because Adam Opel AG was based in Rsselsheim, Germany, no matter if vehicles were produced in Germany, Spain, the United Kingdom or Poland. When Opel changed hands and became part of PSA, this changed for newer models, which obtained "French"
WMIs.)Company mergers and acquisitions can lead to seemingly confusing allocations. For instance, Stellantis, the result of the merger of PSA (France) and FCA (Italy), is technically a Dutch corporation headquartered in Amsterdam. VIN numbers of European-made vehicles or their brands, though, still carry WMIs from France and Italy. Additionally, it may not be immediately obvious what particular local subsidiary of the corporation
manages type approvals of vehicles and application for WMIs, since this does not necessarily depend on the perceived country association of the respective brand. For example, in at least one case, a model that was newly released years after the merger by an Italian brand (ex-FCA) carries VIN numbers with new French WMIs (the 2024 Lancia Ypsilon incidentally manufactured in Spain). It is to be expected that assignment policies of this kind,
often for unpublished reasons, can be found at other manufacturers as well.In the notation below, assume that letters precede numbers and that zero is the last number. For example, 8X82 denotes the range 8X, 8Y, 8Z, 81, 82, excluding 80.[11]As of April2021[update], ISO specifies the following codes per country:[12]JAC = AfricaHR = AsiaE, SZ = Europel5, 7 = North America6 = Oceania89 = South AmericaAA-AH South AfricaAJ-AK Cte
d'IvoireAL-AM Lesotho AN-AP Botswana AR-AS Namibia AT-AU Madagascar AV-AW Mauritius AX-AY Tunisia AZ-Al Cyprus A2-A3 Zimbabwe A4-A5 Mozambique BA-BB AngolaBC EthiopiaBF-BG KenyaBH RwandaBL Nigeria BR Algeria BT SwazilandBU UgandaB3-B4 Libya CA-CB EgyptCF-CG MoroccoCL-CM ZambiaH China] JapanKF-KH IsraelKL-KR South KoreaKS-KT JordanK1-K3 South KoreaK5 KyrgistanL. ChinaMA-ME IndiaMF-MK
IndonesiaML-MR ThailandMS MyanmarMU MongoliaMX KazakhstanMY-MO IndiaNA-NE IranNF-NG PakistanN]J IragNL-NR TurkeyNS-NT UzbekistanNV AzerbaijanNX TajikistanNY ArmeniaN1-N5 IranN7-N8 TurkeyPA-PC PhilippinesPF-PG SingaporePL-PR MalaysiaPS-PT BangladeshPV CambodiaP5-P0 IndiaRA-RB United Arab EmiratesRF-RK TaiwanRL-RN VietnamRL-RN VietnamRP LaosRS-RT Saudi ArabiaR1-R7 Hong KongE RussiaSA-SM
United KingdomSN-ST Germany (former East Germany)SU-SZ PolandS1-S2 LatviaS3 GeorgiaS4 IcelandTA-TH SwitzerlandT]J-TP Czech RepublicTR-TV HungaryTW-T2 PortugalT3-T5 SerbiaT6 AndorraT7-T8 NetherlandsUA-UC SpainUH-UM DenmarkUN-UR IrelandUU-UX RomaniaU1-U2 North MacedoniaU5-U7 SlovakiaU8-UO Bosnia and HerzegovinaVA-VE AustriaVF-VR FranceVS-VW SpainVX-V2 FranceV3-V5 CroatiaV6-V8 EstoniaW Germany
(former West Germany)XA-XC BulgariaXD-XE RussiaXF-XH GreeceX]J-XK RussiaXL-XR NetherlandsXS-XW Russia (former USSR)XX-XY LuxembourgXZ-X0 RussiaYA-YE BelgiumYF-YK FinlandYN MaltaYS-YW SwedenYX-Y2 NorwayY3-Y5 BelarusY6-Y8 UkraineZA-ZU ItalyZX-ZZ SloveniaZl San MarinoZ3-Z5 LithuaniaZ6-Z0 Russial United States2 Canada3A-3X Mexico34 Nicaragua35 Dominican Republic36 Honduras37 Panama38-39 Puerto Rico4
United States5 United States7 United States6 Australia6Y-61 New Zealand8A-8E Argentina8F-8G Chile8L-8N Ecuador8S-8W Peru8X-8Z Venezuela82 Bolivia82 Costa Rica9A-9E Brazil9F-9G Colombia9S-9V Uruguay9190 BrazilThe fourth to ninth positions in the VIN are the vehicle descriptor section or VDS. This is used, according to local regulations, to identify the vehicle type, and may include information on the automobile platform used, the
model, and the body style. Each manufacturer has a unique system for using this field. Most manufacturers since the 1980s have used the eighth digit to identify the engine type whenever there is more than one engine choice for the vehicle. Example: for the 2007 Chevrolet Corvette, U is for a 6.0-liter V8 engine, and E is for a 7.0-liter V8.0ne element that is inconsistent is the use of position nine as a check digit, compulsory for vehicles in
North America and China, but not Europe.The 10th to 17th positions are used as the vehicle identifier section or VIS. This is used by the manufacturer to identify the individual vehicle in question. This may include information on options installed or engine and transmission choices, but often is a simple sequential number.The North American implementation of the VIS uses the 10th digit to encode the model year of the vehicle. Besides the
three letters that are not allowed in the VIN itself (I, O and Q), the letters U and Z and the digit 0 are not used for the model year code. Outside of North America the 10th digit is usually 0.The year 1980 was encoded by some manufacturers, especially General Motors and Chrysler, as "A" (since the 17-digit VIN was not mandatory until 1981, and the "A" or zero was in the manufacturer's pre-1981 placement in the VIN), yet Ford and AMC still
used a zero for 1980. Subsequent years increment through the allowed letters, so that "Y" represents the year 2000. 2001 to 2009 are encoded as the digits 1 to 9, and subsequent years are encoded as "A", "B", "C",
etc.CodeYearCodeYearCodeYearCodeYearCodeYearCodeYearA1980L1990Y2000A2010L2020Y2030B1981M199112001B2011M202112031C1982N199222002C2012N202222032D1983P199332003D2013P202332033E1984R199442004E2014R202442034F19855199552005F20155202552035G1986T199662006G2016T202662036H1987V199772007H2017V202772037J1988W199882008J2018W202882038K1989X199992009K2019X2029920390n
April 30, 2008, the US National Highway Traffic Safety Administration adopted a final rule amending 49 CFR Part 565, "so that the current 17 character vehicle identification number (VIN) system, which has been in place for almost 30 years, can continue in use for at least another 30 years", in the process making several changes to the VIN requirements applicable to all motor vehicles manufactured for sale in the United States. There were
three notable changes to the VIN structure that affect VIN deciphering systems:The make may only be identified after looking at positions one through three and another position, as determined by the manufacturer in the second section or fourth to eighth segment of the VIN.In order to identify the exact year in passenger cars and multipurpose passenger vehicles with a GVWR of 10,000 or less, one must read position 7 as well as position 10.
For passenger cars, and for multipurpose passenger vehicles and trucks with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,0001b (4,500kg) or less, if position seven is numeric, the model year in position 10 of the VIN refers to a year in the range 19802009.[13][citation needed] If position seven is alphabetic, the model year in position 10 of VIN refers to a year in the range 20102039.The model year for vehicles with a GVWR greater than 10,0001b
(4,500kg), as well as buses, motorcycles, trailers and low-speed vehicles, may no longer be identified within a 30-year range. VIN characters 18 and 10 that were assigned from 1980 to 2009 can be repeated beginning with the 2010 model year.Compulsory in North America and China is the use of the 11th character to identify the assembly plant at which the vehicle was built. Each manufacturer has its own set of plant codes.In the United
States and China, the 12th to 17th digits are the vehicle's serial or production number. This is unique to each vehicle, and every manufacturer uses its own sequence.A check-digit validation is used for all road vehicles sold in the United States and Canada.When trying to validate a VIN with a check digit, first either (a) remove the check digit for the purpose of calculation or (b) use a weight of zero (see below) to cancel it out. The original value
of the check digit is then compared with the calculated value. If the calculated value is 09, the check digit must match the calculated value. If the calculated value is 10, the check digit must be X. If the two values do not match (and there was no error in the calculation), then there is a mistake in the VIN. However, a match does not prove the VIN is correct, because there is still a 1/11 chance that any two distinct VINs have a matching check
digit: for example, the valid VINs 5GZCZ43D13S812715 (correct with leading five) and SGZCZ43D13S812715 (incorrect with leading character "S"). The VINs in the Porsche image, WP0ZZZ997ZTS392124, and the GM-T body image, KLATFO08Y1VB363636, do not pass the North American check-digit verification.Transliteration consists of removing all of the letters, and replacing them with their appropriate numerical counterparts. These
numerical alternatives (based on IBM's EBCDIC) are in the following chart. I, O, and Q are not allowed in a valid VIN; for this chart, they have been filled in with N/A (not applicable). Numerical digits use their own values.Transliteration key:values for VIN decodingA: 1B: 2C: 3D: 4E: 5F: 6G: 7H: 8]: 1K: 2L: 3M: 4N: 5P: 7R: 9S: 2T: 3U: 4V: 5W: 6X: 7Y: 8Z: 9S is 2, and not 1. There is no left-alignment linearity.The following is the weight factor for
each position in the VIN. The 9th position is that of the check digit. It has been substituted with a 0, which will cancel it out in the multiplication step.Weight factor tablePosition1234567891011121314151617Weight876543210098765432Consider the hypothetical VIN 1M8GDM9A KP042788, where the underscore will be the check
digit.VIN1M8GDM9AKP042788Value14874491027042788Weight876543210098765432Products8284835161218100185602410282416The VIN's value is calculated from the above transliteration table. This number is used in the rest of the calculation.Copy the weights from the weight factor row above.The products row is the result of the multiplication of the columns in the Value and Weight rows.The products (8, 28, 48, 35 ... 24, 16) are all
added together to yield a sum, 351.Find the remainder after dividing by 11351 MOD 11 = 10351 11 = 311011The remainder is the check digit. If the remainder is 10, the check digit is X. In this example, the remainder is 10, so the check digit is transliterated as X.With a check digit of X, the VIN 1M8GDM9A KP042788 is written 1M8GDM9AXKP(042788.A VIN with straight-ones (seventeen consecutive 1s) has the nice feature that its check
digit 1 matches the calculated value 1. This is because a value of one multiplied by 89 (sum of weights) is 89, and 89 divided by 11 is 8 with remainder 111; thus 1 is the check digit. This is a way to test a VIN-check algorithm.The VIN is marked in multiple locations: normally in the lower corner of the windscreen on the driver's side, under the bonnet next to the latch, at the front end of the vehicle frame, and inside the door pillar on the driver's
side.[14] On newer vehicles VINs may be optically read with barcode scanners or digital cameras, or digitally read via OBD-II.[15] There are smartphone applications that can pass the VIN to websites to decode the VIN.[16]It has been suggested that this section be split out into another article titled List of common world manufacturer identifiers. (Discuss) (April 2025)The Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) assigns the WMI[17] (world
manufacturer identifier) to countries and manufacturers. The following list shows a selection of world manufacturer codes.WMICountryManufacturerAAASouth AfricaAudi South Africa made by Volkswagen of South AfricaAAKFAW Vehicle Manufacturers SA (PTY) Ltd. AAMMAN Automotive (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd. includes VW Truck & BusAAVVolkswagen of South Africa[18]ABJMitsubishi Colt & Triton pickups made by Mercedes-Benz South
Africa 19942011ABJMitsubishi Fuso made by Daimler Trucks & Buses Southern AfricaABMBMW Southern AfricaACVIsuzu Motors South Africa 2018-AC5Hyundai Automotive South Africa (cars)ADDUD Trucks Southern Africa (Pty) LtdADMGeneral Motors South Africa includes Isuzu through 2018ADNNissan South Africa (Pty) LtddADRRenault Sandero made by Nissan South Africa (Pty) LtdADXTata Automobile Corporation (SA) Ltd.AFAFord
Motor Company of Southern Africa & SamcorAFBMazda BT-50 made by Ford Motor Company of Southern AfricaAHHHino South AfricaAHMHonda Ballade made by Mercedes-Benz South Africa 19822000AHTToyota South Africa Motors[18]BABBMW cars 1986-2019BF9KenyaKIBO MotorcyclesCL9TunisiaWallyscarDA1 DA4EgyptArab American VehiclesDAAFiat Auto Egypt Industrial CoODABBMW Egypt
SKDDF9MoroccoLarakiGAl1MadagascarRenault /SSOMACOA - Socit Malgache de Construction AutomobileJ81JapanChevrolet/Geo car made by IsuzuJ87Pontiac/Asna car made by Isuzu for GM CanadaJ8B J8CChevrolet commercial trucks made by IsuzuJ8D J8TGMC commercial trucks made by IsuzuJ8ZChevrolet pickup truck made by IsuzuJA3Mitsubishi carJA4Mitsubishi MPV/SUVJA7Mitsubishi truckJAAIsuzu truckJABIsuzu carJACIsuzu
SUVJAEAcura SLX made by IsuzuJALIsuzu commercial trucks & Chevrolet commercial trucks made by Isuzu 2016+ & Hino S-series truck made by IsuzuJAMIsuzu commercial trucksJB3Dodge car made by Mitsubishi Motors]JB4Dodge MPV/SUV made by Mitsubishi Motors]JB7Dodge truck made by Mitsubishi MotorsJCOFord brand cars made by MazdaJC1Fiat 124 Spider made by MazdaJC2Ford Courier made by MazdaJD1Daihatsu
carJD2Daihatsu SUV]D4Daihatsu truckJDADaihatsuJE3Eagle car made by Mitsubishi Motors]JE4MitsubishiJF1Subaru Fuji Heavy Industries carJF2Subaru Fuji Heavy Industries SUVJF3Subaru Fuji Heavy Industries truck]JF4Saab 9-2X made by SubaruJG1Chevrolet/Geo car made by Suzuki]JG7Pontiac/Asuna car made by Suzuki for GM CanadaJGCChevrolet/Geo SUV made by SuzukiJGTGMC SUV made by Suzuki for GM CanadaJH2Honda
motorcycle/ATVJH3Honda ATVJH4Acura carJHA JHBHinoJHD JHF JHHHinoJHLHonda MPV/SUV[18]JHMHonda car[18]]J3Chrysler car made by Mitsubishi Motors]JK8Suzuki QUV620F UTV made by KawasakiJKA JKBKawasakiJKSSuzuki Marauder 1600/Boulevard M95 motorcycle made by KawasakiJL.5 JL6Mitsubishi FUSO Truck & Bus CorpJLFMitsubishi FUSO Truck & Bus CorpJLSSterling Trucks 360 made by Mitsubishi FUSO Truck & Bus
CorpJMO0OMazda for Oceania exportJM1Mazda carJM2Mazda truck]M3Mazda MPV/SUVJM6Mazda[18]J]M7MazdaJMA JMBMitsubishi[18]JMFMitsubishi]MYMitsubishi]MZMazda for Europe export]NNissan[18]JN1Nissan car & Infiniti carJN3Nissan incomplete vehicle]N6Nissan truck]N8Nissan MPV/SUV & Infiniti SUVJNANissan Diesel/UD Trucks incomplete vehicle]NCNissan Diesel/UD Trucks]JNENissan Diesel/UD Trucks truck]NKInfiniti
carJNRInfiniti SUVJNXInfiniti incomplete vehicleJP3Plymouth car made by Mitsubishi Motors]P4Plymouth MPV/SUV made by Mitsubishi Motors]P7Plymouth truck made by Mitsubishi MotorsJPCNissan Diesel/UD TrucksJR2Isuzu Oasis made by HondaJSSuzuki[18]JS1Suzuki motorcycle & Kawasaki KLX400S/KLX400SR motorcycle made by SuzukiJS2Suzuki carJS3Suzuki SUVJSAKawasaki KFX400 ATV made by Suzuki]SKKawasaki
KLX125/KLX125L motorcycle made by SuzukiJSLKawasaki KFX400 ATV made by SuzukiJTToyota[18]JT2Toyota car]JT3Toyota MPV/SUV]T4Toyota truck]JT5Toyota incomplete vehicle]T6Lexus SUV]JT8Lexus car]JTDToyota carJTEToyota MPV/SUV]JTFToyota van/truck]JTGToyota MPV/busJTHLexus car]JT]Lexus SUV]JTKToyota car]JTLToyota SUV]JTMToyota SUVJTNToyota carJW6Mitsubishi FUSO division of Mitsubishi Motors (through mid
2003)JYYamaha Motor[18]JY3Yamaha Motor 3-wheel ATV]Y4Yamaha Motor 4-wheel ATVJYAYamaha Motor motorcyclesJYEYamaha Motor snowmobileKALSri Lankalanka Ashok LeylandKAARS Automotive KA1KEWR TechnologiesKF3IsraelMerkavimKF6Automotive Industries, Ltd.KF9 004TomcarKLASouth KoreaDaewoo/GM Korea[18]KLT KLUTata DaewooKL1GM Daewoo/GM Korea Chevrolet carKL2Daewoo/GM Daewoo PontiacKL3GM
Daewoo/GM Korea HoldenKL4GM Korea BuickKL5GM Daewoo SuzukiKL6GM Daewoo GMCKL7Daewoo GM Canada brands: Passport, Asuna (Pre-2000)KL7GM Daewoo/GM Korea Chevrolet MPV/SUV (Post-2000)KL8GM Daewoo/GM Korea Chevrolet car (Spark)KMAAsia MotorsKMEHyundai commercial truckKMFHyundai van & commercial truck & Bering TruckKMHHyundai car[18]KMJHyundai bus & minibusKMTGenesis Motor
carKMUGenesis Motor SUVKMYDaelim Motor Company, Ltd/DNA Motors Co., Ltd.KM4Hyosung Motors/S&T Motors/KR MotorsKM8Hyundai SUVKNA KNC KNEKia car[18]KNDKia SUV/MPV & Hyundai EntourageKN]JFord Festiva & AspireKNMRenault Samsung Motors & Nissan Rogue made by Renault Samsung MotorsKPASsangYong pickupKPBSsangYong carKPHMitsubishi PrecisKPTSsangYong SUV/MPV[18]L1CChinaHubei Huawei
Special-Purpose AutomobileL.2CChery Jaguar Land RoverL5YZnen Taizhou Zhongneng Motorcycle Co. Ltd.L6TGeelyL8AJinhua Youngman Automobile Manufacturing Co., Ltd.L8YZhejiang Jonway Motorcycle Manufacturing Co., Ltd.L9NZhejiang Taotao Vehicles Co., Ltd.LA6King LongLA9 LCOBYD AutoLALSundiro Honda Motorcycle Co., Ltd.LB1Fujian BenzL.B2Geely motorcycleLB3GeelyLBBQianjiang Motorcycle & BenelliLBEBeijing
HyundaiLBPChongqing Jianshe Yamaha Motor Co. Ltd.LBVBMW BrillianceLCOBYD Auto Industry Co. Ltd.LC2Changzhou Kwang Yang Motor Co., Ltd.LC6Changzhou Haojue Suzuki Motorcycle Co. Ltd.LCECF Moto by Chunfeng Holding Group Hangzhou Motorcycles Manufacturing Co., Ltd.LCRGonowLDCDongfeng Peugeot-CitronLDKFAW Bus (Dalian) Co., Ltd.LDNSoueastLDYZhongtong BusLE4Beijing Benz & Beijing Benz-Daimler Chrysler
Automotive Co., Ltd. LEFJMCLET]Jiangxi IsuzuLF3Lifan motorcycleLFBFAW JilinLFMFAW ToyotaLFNFAW Bus (Wuxi) Co., Ltd.LFPFAW CarLFVFAW-VolkswagenL.GADongfeng Commercial Vehicle Co., Ltd. trucksLGBDongfeng NissanLGCDongfeng Commercial Vehicle Co., Ltd. busesLGGDongfeng Liuzhou MotorLG]JDongfeng Fengshen (Aeolus)LGLGuilin DaewooLGWGreat Wall (Haval) LGXBYD AutoLGZGuangzhou Denway BusLH1FAW
HaimaLHGGuangzhou HondalJ1JACL]J8Zotye AutoL]JCJincheng CorporationL,JDDongfeng Yueda Kial,J]NZhengzhou NissanL]SYaxing CoachLJUShanghai Maple Automobile & KandilLJVSinotruk Chengdu Wangpai Commercial Vehicle Co., Ltd.LJXJMC FordLKCChangheLKGYoungman Lotus Automobile Co., Ltd.LKLHiger BusLKTYunnan Lifan Junma Vehicle Co., Ltd. commercial vehiclesLL3Xiamen Golden Dragon Bus Co. LtdLL6GAC
MitsubishiLL8]Jiangsu Linhai Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.LLCLoncin HoldingsLLNQorosLLVLifanLM6SWM (automobiles)LMGGAC TrumpchiLNBBAIC MotorLNPNAC MG UK Limited & Nanjing Fiat AutomobileLNYYuejinLPAChangan PSA (DS Automobiles)LPEBYD AutoLPSPolestarLRBSAIC General Motors BuickLRDBeijing Foton Daimler Automotive Co., Ltd. Auman trucksLRESAIC General Motors CadillacLRWTeslaLS5Changan Automobile &
Changan Suzukil.S7JMC Heavy Duty VehicleLSFSAIC Maxus & Shanghai Sunwin Bus CorporationLSGSAIC General Motors ChevroletLSHSAIC MaxusLSJSAIC MG & SAIC RoeweLSKSAIC MaxusLSVSAIC VolkswagenLSYBrilliance & Jinbei GMLTAZX AutoLTNSoueast built Chrysler & Dodge vehiclesLTVFAW Toyota (Tianjin)LUCHonda Automobile (China)LUDDongfeng Nissan Diesel Motor Co LtdLUXDongfeng Yulon Motor Co. LtdLVA LVB
LVCFoton MotorLVFChanghe SuzukiLVGGAC ToyotaLVHDongfeng HondaLVMChery Commercial VehicleLVRChangan MazdalL.VSChangan Ford & Changan Ford MazdaLVVCheryLVXLandwindLVYVolvo Cars Daqging factoryLVZDFSK MotorLWBWuyang Honda Motorcycle (Guangzhou) Co., Ltd.LWLQingling IsuzuLWVGAC Fiat ChryslerLXVBeijing Borgward Automotive Co., Ltd.LXYChongqing Shineray Motorcycle Co., Ltd.LYBWeichai
(Yangzhou) Yaxing Automobile Co., Ltd.LYMZhuzhou Jianshe Yamaha Motorcycle Co., Ltd.LYVVolvo Cars Chengdu factory & Luqgiao factoryLZFSAIC Iveco HongyanL.ZGShaanxi Automobile Group Shacman BusLZKSinotruk (CNHTC) Huanghe busLZSZongshenLZUGuangzhou Isuzu BusLZWSAIC GM WulingLZYYutongLZZSinotruk (CNHTC) Howo, SitrakMA1lIndiaMahindraMA3Maruti Suzuki India LimitedMA6General Motors India Pvt.
Ltd.MA7Hindustan Motors Ltd & Mitsubishi Motors models made by Hindustan Motors & Isuzu models made by Hindustan MotorsMAHFiat India Automobiles Pvt. LtdMAJFord IndiaMAKHonda Cars IndiaMALHyundai Motor IndiaMANEicher Polaris MultixMATTata MotorsMB1Ashok Leyland LtdMB8Suzuki Motorcycle India LimitedMBFRoyal EnfieldMBHNissan Pixo made by Maruti Suzuki India LimitedMB]JToyota Kirloskar Motor Pvt
LtdMBKMAN Trucks India Pvt. LtdMBLHero MotoCorpMBUSwaraj Vehicles LimitedMBVPremier Automobiles LimitedMBXPiaggio India Piaggio ApeMBYAsia Motor Works LtdMC1Force Motors LimitedMC2Eicher Motors LimitedMC4Dilip Chhabria Design Pvt LtdMCAFCA India Automobiles Pvt. LtdMCBGeneral Motors India Pvt. Ltd.MCDMahindra Two WheelersMCGAtul AutoMCLInternational Cars And Motors LtdMD2Bajaj Auto Ltd & KTM
and Husgvarna models built by BajajMD6TVS Motor CompanyMD7LML Ltd including Genuine Scooter Company StellaMDEKinetic Engineering LimitedMDHNissan Motor India Pvt LtdMDTKerala Automobiles LimitedME1India Yamaha Motor Pvt. LtdME3Royal EnfieldME4Honda Motorcycle and Scooter IndiaME9BUYMYEV TECHNOLOGY PVT LTDMECDaimler India Commercial Vehicles Pvt. Ltd. BharatBenzMEERenault India Private
LimitedMEGHarley-Davidson IndiaMERBenelliMETPiaggio India VespaMEXkoda Auto Volkswagen India Pvt. Ltd. 2015 onMYHAther EnergyMZ7MG Motor India Pvt. Ltd.MZBKia India Pvt. Ltd.MZDClassic Legends Private Limited JawaM3GIsuzu Motors IndiaM6FUM Lohia Two Wheelers Private LimitedMH1IndonesiaPT Astra Honda MotorMH3PT Yamaha Indonesia Motor Mfg.MH4PT Kawasaki Motor IndonesiaMHFPT Toyota Astra
MotorMHHBMW cars 2003-2019 India[clarification needed]MHKPT Astra Daihatsu Motor including Toyotas made by Astra DaihatsuMHLPT Mercedes-Benz IndonesiaMHRPT Honda Prospect MotorMHYPT Suzuki Indomobil MotorMJBGM IndonesiaMK2Mitsubishi Motors Krama Yudha IndonesiaMK3PT SGMW Motor Indonesia WulingMLOThailandDucati Motor (Thailand) Co., Ltd.ML3Mitsubishi Motors (Thailand)ML5Kawasaki Motors
Enterprise Co. Ltd. (Thailand)MLCThai Suzuki Motor Co., Ltd.MLEThai Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.MLHHonda motorcycleMLYHarley-DavidsonMM0 MM6 MM7Mazda (Ford-Mazda AAT plant)MM8Mazda (Ford-Mazda AAT plant)[19]MMA MMBMitsubishi Motors (Thailand)[18]MMC MMDMitsubishi Motors (Thailand)MMFBMW[20]MMHTata[21]MMKToyota (Toyota Auto Works plant)
[22]MMMChevrolet[23]MMLMGMMRSubaru[24]MMSSuzuki[25]MMTMitsubishi Motors (Thailand)[26]MMUHoldenMNAFord (Ford-Mazda AAT plant) for Australia/New Zealand exportMNBFord (Ford-Mazda AAT plant)[27] for other right-hand drive marketsMNCFord (Ford-Mazda AAT plant) for left-hand drive marketsMNKHino Motors Manufacturing Thailand Co LtdMNTNissan Motor ThailandMPAIMCT Isuzu Motors Company
ThailandMPBFord (FTM plant)[28]MP1IMCT Isuzu Motors Company ThailandMP2Mazda BT-50 pickup built by Isuzu Motors (Thailand) Co., Ltd.MP5Foton[29]MRHHonda carMR0OToyota (Ban Pho and Samrong plant)[30]MR1Toyota (Samrong plant) (Fortuner)MR2Toyota (Gateway plant)[31]MSOMyanmarSSS MOTORS Myanmar/KiaMS3Suzuki Myanmar Motor Co., Ltd.MXVKazakhstanIMZ-Ural Ural MotorcyclesMX3Hyundai Trans
AutoN3ClIranKavir motor Company (Yektaz)N58Kavir motor Company (EURASIA)NAAIran khodro CompanyNADSaipa DieseNAGBahman Industrial GroupNAPPars KhodroNASSaipa Co.NC0OSouth AfricaBMW South AfricaNFBPakistanHonda Atlas Cars Pakistan LtdNG3Lucky Motor CorporationNLATurkeyHonda carsNLCAskam Kamyon Imalat Ve Ticaret A.S.NLHHyundai Assan Otomotiv car/SUVNLJHyundai Assan Otomotiv vanNLNKarsan
Automotive Industry & TradeNLROtokarNLTTEMSANL1ToggNMAMAN Trkiye A..[18]NMBMercedes-Benz Trk A.S.NMCBMC Otomotiv Sanayi ve Ticaret A..NMHHonda motorcycleNMTToyota Motor Manufacturing TurkeyNMOFord OtosanNM1Oyak-Renault Oto Fab ASNM4Tofas (Turk Otomobil Fabrikasi AS)NNAAnadolu IsuzuPABPhilippinesIsuzu Philippines CorporationPADHonda Cars PhilippinesPAFBMW PhilippinesPE1Ford Motor
Company PhilippinesPE3Mazda Philippines made by Ford Motor Company PhilippinesPL1MalaysiaProtonPL8Hyundai/InokomPLPSubaruPLZIsuzu MalaysiaPMHHonda carPMLHicomPM1BMWPM2PeroduaPM9BuforiPMKHonda Boon Siew motorcyclePMNModenasPMVHong Leong Yamaha Motor Sdn. Bhd.PNANaza/Kia/PeugeotPNAPeugeotPNVVolvo CarsPN1
PN2ToyotaPN8NissanPP1MazdaPP3HyundaiPPPSuzukiPPVVolkswagenPR8FordPRASinotrukPRBJaecoo (Chery Jaecoo)PRHCheryPRNGAC Trumpchi made by Warisan Tan Chong Automotif MalaysiaLFATaiwanFord Lio Ho Motor Co Ltd old designationLM1 LM4Tai Ling Motor Co Ltd old designationLPRYamaha Motor Taiwan Co. Ltd. old designationRF3Aeon MotorRF5Yulon Motor Co LtdRFBKymcoRFCTaiwan Golden BeeRFDTai Ling Motor Co
Ltd new designationRFGSYM MotorsRFVPGO Scooters including Genuine Scooter Company models made by PGORGSKawasaki made by KymcoRHAFord Lio Ho Motor Co Ltd new designationRK7Kawasaki ATV made by Tai Ling Motor Co Ltd (rebadged Suzuki ATV) new designationRK]JPrince Motors TaiwanRKLKuozui Motors (Toyota) RKMChina Motor CorporationRKRYamaha Motor Taiwan Co. Ltd. new designationRKTHonda
TaiwanRLOVietnamFord VietnamRL4Toyota Motor VietnamRLAVina Star Motors Corp. MitsubishiRLCYamaha Motor Vietnam Co. Ltd.RLEIsuzu Vietnam Co.RLFBMW BMW cars 2003-2014 VietnamRLHHonda Vietnam Co. Ltd.RLLVinFast SUVRLMMercedes-Benz VietnamRLVVietnam Precision Industrial CO., Ltd. Can-Am DS 70 & DS 90RP8Piaggio Vietnam Co. Ltd.R4NHong KongElyx Smart Technology Holdings (Hong Kong) Ltd.SA9United
Kingdom < 500 unitsMorgan Motor CompanySA90X GlobalSA9 005PantherSA9 019TVRSA9 039Westfield SportscarsSA9 048McLaren F1SA9 050Marcos EngineeringSA9 130MG Sport and RacingSA9 202Morgan 3-WheelerSA9 506KaiserRushforthSAAUnited KingdomAustinSABOptareSADDaimler until April 1987SADJaguar SUVSAFERFSAHHonda made by Austin Rover GroupSAJJaguarSALLand Rover[18]SAMMorrisSARRover & MG Rover
Group[18]SATTriumph car[18]SAXAustin Rover Group including Sterling CarsSAYNorton MotorcyclesSAZFreight RoverSBBLeyland VehiclesSBCIveco Ford TruckSB]Leyland BusSBLLeyland Motors & Leyland DAFSBMMcLaren Group[18]SBSScammellSBVKenworth & Peterbilt trucks made by Leyland TrucksSB1Toyota Manufacturing UK[18]SCAROolls-Royce Motor Cars & Rolls-Royce Motors carSCBBentley Motors LimitedSCCLotus Cars
Limited[18]SCEDeLoreanSCFAston Martin Lagonda Limited[18]SCGTriumph Engineering original Triumph Motorcycle companySCKIfor Williams TrailersSCRLondon Electric Vehicle Company & London Taxi Company & London Taxis InternationalSCVVolvo Truck & BusSC6INEOS Automotive[18]SDBTalbot Motor CompanySDFDodge Trucks UK 19811984SDGRenault Trucks Industries 19851992SDKCaterham CarsSDLTVRSDPMG Motor NAC
MG UK & MG Motor UKSD7Aston Martin SUVSSEDIBC Vehicles (Isuzu Bedford Company)SEGDennis EagleSEYLDV GroupSFAFord of BritainSFDDennisSFEAlexander DennisSFNFodenSFZTesla Roadster made by LotusSGDSwift Group Ltd.SHHHonda UK Manufacturing car[18]SHSHonda UK Manufacturing SUV[18]SJABentley SUVSJKNissan Motor Manufacturing UK[18] InfinitiSJNNissan Motor Manufacturing UK[18] NissanSKAVauxhall
MotorsSKFBedford VehiclesSLARolls-Royce Motor Cars SUVSLPJC Bamford ExcavatorsSLVVolvo BusSMTTriumph Motorcycles Ltd current Triumph Motorcycle companySNEEast GermanyWartburgSNTTrabantSNZMZ Motorrad- und ZweiradwerkSUAPolandSanocka Fabryka Autobusow Sfa / AutosanSUDWieltonSUEBOSMALSUFFabryka Samochodw MaolitraowychSUJJelczZSULFSC Lublin Automotive FactorySUMMetal-Fach Sp. z
0.0.SUNFSD[pl]SUPFabryka Samochodow OsobowychSURFactory of Agricultural Vehicles Polmo in PoznaSUSFabryka Samochodw Ciarowych StarSUUSolaris Bus & CoachSUZZasawSW9So0lbusSX9SOMMERSZ9EPOKASZAScania Production SlupskSZBPronarSZHBWWSZRBOROTAM SwitzerlandMowagTAPPolaris Europe (based in Switzerland)TAWNutzfahrzeuggesellschaft Arbon & Wetzikon (NAW) former Swiss manufacturer of commercial
vehicles (until 2003)TCCMicro Compact Car[18] (until 5/99)TEBBucher Municipal including Johnston Sweepers of the UK (owned by Bucher Municipal of Switzerland)TH9Carrosserie HESS AG Swiss manufacturer of buses and trolleybusesTK9 SL5Czech RepublicSOR LibchavyTL]JJawa MotoTMAHyundai Motor Manufacturing Czech car[18]TMBkoda Auto AS[18]TMCHyundai Motor Manufacturing Czech SUVTMKKarosaTMPkoda
OstrovITMTTatra carTNAAvia/Daewoo AviaTNT TNUTatra trucksTRAHungarylkarus BusTRUAudi[18]TSMSuzuki[18]TW1PortugalToyota Caetano PortugalTW3Renault Portuguesa SARLTW7Mini Moke made by British Leyland & Austin RoverTW8General Motors De Portugal LdaTWGSalvador CaetanoTX5Mini Moke made by CagivaTYAMitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corp.TYBMitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corp.U5YSlovakiaKia Motors Slovakia
car[18]U6YKia Motors Slovakia SUVUKHDenmarkHARDI International A/S (Agricultural Machinery)ULAASA-LIFT: Vegetable Technology Specialist (Agricultural Machinery)UU1RomaniaDacia[18]UU20ltcitUU3AROUU5RocarUU6Daewoo RomaniaUU7Euro Bus DiamondUU9Astra BusUZTUTB (Uzina de Tractoare Braov)VAOAustriaAF[18]VAGSteyr-Daimler-Puch Puch G & Steyr-Puch PinzgauerVANSteyr-Daimler-Puch Steyr
TrucksVAKKssbohrer Transport TechnikVBKKTM[18]VBKHusqgvarna Motorcycles & Gas Gas under KTM ownershipVCFFisker Inc. (Fisker Ocean) made by Magna SteyrVF1FranceRenault[18] & Eagle Medallion made by RenaultVF2Renault Trucks[18]VF3Peugeot[18]VF4Talbot[18]VF5Iveco Unic[18]VF6Renault Trucks[18]VF7Citron[18]VF8Matra/Talbot/Simca[18]VF9 607Mathieu Fayat GroupVF9 673Venturi AutomobilesVF9 795Bugatti
Automobiles S.A.S.[18]VFAAlpineVG5MBK & Yamaha MotorVG6Renault Trucks & Mack Trucks medium duty trucks made by Renault TrucksVG7, VG8Renault TrucksVG9EVRARD (Agricultural Machinery)VGAPeugeot MotocyclesV]1Heuliez BusVK8Venturi AutomobilesVL4BluecarVLUScania Production AngersVMKRenault Sport SpiderVN1Renault SOVABVNEIveco BusVNKToyota Motor Manufacturing FranceVNVNissanVR1DS
AutomobilesVR3PeugeotVR7CitronVPSMLT AutomotiveVXEOpel Automobile GmbH/Vauxhall vanVXKOpel Automobile GmbH/Vauxhall car/SUVVYCLancia (models on PSA CMP platform)VS1SpainPegasoVS5Renault EspaaVS6Ford EspanaVS7CitronVS8PeugeotVSCMercedes-Benz Espana SA (Vitoria)VSESantana MotorVSKNissan Motor Iberica SA, Nissan passenger car/MPV/van/SUV/pickup & Ford Maverick 19931999VSSSEAT[18]VSXOpel
Automobile Espana, SAVIDMontesa Honda Honda Montesa motorcycle modelsVTHDerbiVTLYamaha Motor Espaa SA & Yamaha Sociedad Espaola de MotocicletasVIMMontesa Honda Honda motorcycle modelsVTRGas GasVTTSuzuki Motor Espaa MotorcycleVV9Tauro Sport AutoVWANissan Vehiculos Industriales SA, Nissan Commercial VehiclesVX1Yugoslavia/SerbiaZastava AutomobilesV31CroatiaTvornica Autobusa Zagreb (TAZ)V39
AB8Rimac AutomobiliWACGermanyAudi/Porsche RS 2 AvantWAGNeoplan[18]WAUAudi car[18]WAPAlpina[18]WUAAudi SUVWBABMW car[18]JWBSBMW M car[18]WBXBMW SUV[18]WBYBMW i carWB1BMW Motorrad MotorcycleWB3BMW Motorrad Motorcycles made in IndiaWB4BMW Motorrad Motorscooters made in ChinaWB5BMW i SUVWB6BMW M SUVWCDFreightliner Sprinter "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats)
20082019WDO0Dodge Sprinter truck (cargo van with 1 row of seats) 20052009WD1Freightliner Sprinter 2002 & Sprinter (Dodge or Freightliner) 20032005 incomplete vehicleWD2Freightliner Sprinter 2002 & Sprinter (Dodge or Freightliner) 20032005 truck (cargo van with 1 row of seats)WD3Mercedes-Benz truck (cargo van with 1 row of seats) (North America)WD4Mercedes-Benz MPV (van with 2 or 3 rows of seats) (North
America)WD5Freightliner Sprinter 2002 & Sprinter (Dodge or Freightliner) 20032005 MPV (van with 2 or 3 rows of seats)WD6Freightliner Unimog truckWD7Freightliner Unimog incomplete vehicleWD8Dodge Sprinter MPV (van with 2 or 3 rows of seats) 20052009WDAMercedes-Benz incomplete vehicle (North America)WDBMercedes-Benz & Maybach[18]WDCMercedes-Benz SUV[18]WDDMercedes-Benz carWDFMercedes-Benz van (French
& Spanish built models Citan & Vito & X-Class)WDPFreightliner Sprinter incomplete vehicle 20052019WDRFreightliner Sprinter MPV (van with 2 or 3 rows of seats) 20052019WDWDodge Sprinter "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) 20082009WDXDodge Sprinter incomplete vehicle 20052009WDYFreightliner Sprinter truck (cargo van with 1 row of seats) 20052019WDZMercedes-Benz "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) (North
America) WEBEvoBus Mercedes-Benz buses[18]WELe.GO Mobile AGWFOFord of Europe[18]JWF1MerkurWJMIveco/Iveco MagirusWJRIrmscher[18]WKKSetra & Karl Kssbohrer Fahrzeugwerke[18]WKEKrone TrailerWMAMAN[18]WMESmart[18] (from 5/99)WMWMini car[18]WMXMercedes-AMG used for Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG & Mercedes-AMG GT (not used in North America)WMZMini SUVWNANext.e.GO Mobile SEWP0OPorsche car,[18] see
also: Porsche VIN specificationWP1Porsche SUV[18]WS5StreetScooterWSMSchmitz CargobullWUAAudi Sport GmbH & Quattro GmbH car[18]WU1Audi Sport GmbH SUVWVGVolkswagen SUV[18]WVMArbeitsgemeinschaft VW-MANWVPViseon BusWVWVolkswagen car[18]WV1Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles[18]WV2Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles[18]WZ1Toyota Supra Fifth generationW04Buick Regal & Buick CascadaW06Cadillac
CateraW08Saturn AstraW09 B09Bitter CarsW09 B16BrabusW09 D0O5DrgmllerW09 HASHWA AGW09 RO6Ruf Automobile[18]WOLAdam Opel AG/Vauxhall[18] & HoldenWO0SOpel Special Vehicles[18]W0OVOpel Automobile Gmbh/Vauxhall & HoldenW1ASmartW1HFreightliner EconicW1KMercedes-Benz carW1NMercedes-Benz SUVW1TMercedes-Benz truckW1VMercedes-Benz vanW1WMercedes-Benz MPV (van with 2 or 3 rows of seats) (North
America)W1XMercedes-Benz incomplete vehicle (North America)W1YMercedes-Benz truck (cargo van with 1 row of seats) (North America)W1ZMercedes-Benz "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) (North America)W2WFreightliner Sprinter MPV (van with 2 or 3 rows of seats)W2XFreightliner Sprinter incomplete vehicleW2YFreightliner Sprinter truck (cargo van with 1 row of seats)W2ZFreightliner Sprinter "bus" (van with more than 3
rows of seats)XBBBulgariaGreat Wall Motors/Litex Motors ADXL9 003NetherlandsAutobusfabriek Bova BVXL9 320VDL BovaXL9 363Spyker CarsXL9 A27Groenewold Carrosseriefabriek B.V.XLBVolvo Car B.V./NedCar B.V. (Volvo Cars)XLEScania Nederland B.V.XLRDAF Trucks[18] & Leyland DAFXLVDAF BusXMCNedCar B.V. Mitsubishi MotorsXMGVDL Bus InternationalXNCNedCar B.V. Mitsubishi Motors (Colt CZC convertible)XNLVDL Bus
& CoachXNTPacton TrailerXP7Tesla Europe (based in the Netherlands)XTARussiaAvtoVAZ[18]XTBAZLK[18]XTCKAMAZXTFGoIAZXTHGAZXTTUAZXTYLIAZXU1UAZ Special Purpose VehiclesXUFGeneral Motors RussiaXUUChevrolet made by AvtotorXW7Toyota Motor Manufacturing RussiaXW8Volkswagen Group RusXWEHyundai Motor Company & Kia made by AvtotorX1EKAvZX1MPAZX4XBMW made by AvtotorX7LRenault RussiaX8JIMZ-
Ural Ural MotorcyclesX96GAZX9FFord Motor Company ZAOX9LGM-AvtoVAZX9PVolvo Vostok ZAO Volvo TrucksX9XGreat Wall Motors IMS Avtotrade-12 LLCZ6FFord SollersZ8NNissan Manufacturing RusZ8TPCMA RusZ94Hyundai Motor Manufacturing RusZ9MMercedes-Benz Trucks VostokXWBUzbekistnUzDaewoo GM Uzbekistan RavonY4KBelarusBelGeeY6DUkraineZAZY6JBogdan groupY6Ukoda Auto made by EurocarY7BBogdan
groupY7CGreat Wall Motors KrASZYARBelgiumToyota Motor Europe (based in Belgium) used for Toyota ProAce & Toyota ProAce CityYB3Volvo TrucksYB6JonckheereYC1HondaYE2Van Hool[18]YH2FinlandLynx (snowmobile)YH4Fisker Automotive (Fisker Karma) built by Valmet AutomotiveYK1Saab[18] built by Valmet AutomotiveYK7Sisu AutoYS2SwedenScania, Sdertlje[18] truckYS3Saab[18]YS4Scania, Katrineholm[18] busYSCCadillac BLS
built by SaabYSMPolestarYT9 007Koenigsegg Automotive AB[32]YTNSaab NEVSYU7Husaberg Swedish built modelsYV1Volvo Cars car[18]YV2Volvo Trucks[18]YV3Volvo Buses[18]YV4Volvo Cars SUVYV5Volvo Trucks incomplete vehicleYYCNorwayThink NordicZA9 Al2ItalyLamborghini through mid 2003ZA9 D38Cizeta Automobili SRLZA9 D39Bugatti Automobili S.p.AZA9 F76Pagani Automobili S.p.A.ZA9 M09Italdesign Automobili SpecialiZA9
M27Dallara StradaleZA9 M91Automobili PininfarinaZAAAutobianchiZACJeep and Dodge HornetZAHRolfoZAMMaserati car[18]ZAPPiaggio and Vespa and Gilera[33]ZARAlfa Romeo car[18] & Nissan Cherry EuropeZASAlfa Romeo Alfasud & Sprint through 1989ZASAlfa Romeo SUV 2018-ZBABMW For South africaZBBGruppo BertoneZBIBMW For IndonesiaZBMBMW For PhilippinesZBNBenelliZBPBMW For MalaysiaZBTBMW For
ThailandZBWRayton-Fissore MagnumZC2Chrysler TC by MaseratiZC6Effedi Veicoli CommercialiZCFIveco[18]ZCGCagiva & MV AgustaZCGHusqgvarna Motorcycles Under MV Agusta ownershipZD0Yamaha Motor Italia SpA & Belgarda SpAZD3Betamotor S.p.A.ZD4ApriliaZDCHonda Italia Industriale S.p.A.ZDMDucati Motor HoldingZDTDe Tomaso Modena SpAZDYCacciamaliZE8BremachZESBimotaZF4QvaleZFAFiat car[18] Also Fiat
FullbackZFBFiat MPV/SUVZFCRam 1200ZFFFerrari[18]ZFMFantic MotorZFRPininfarinaZGAlIveco Bus[18]ZGUMoto GuzziZHUHusqgvarna Motorcycles Under Cagiva ownershipZHWLamborghini car[18] from mid 2003Z]JMMalagutiZ]NInnocentiZ]TItaljetZKHHusqvarna Motorcycles Srl Under BMW ownershipZK5Hyundai Automobili Italia ImportazioniZLALancia[18]ZLMMoto Morini srlZLLVLaverdaZNOSWM Motorcycles S.r.1.ZN3Iveco
DefenceZN6Maserati SUVZNNEnergica Motor CompanyZPBLamborghini SUVZPYDR AutomobilesZZ1SloveniaTomos motorcycle1A4 1A8United StatesChrysler brand MPV/SUV 20062009 onlyl ACAmerican Motors Corporation MPV1AFAmerican LaFrance trucklAMAmerican Motors Corporation car & Renault Alliance 1983 only1B3Dodge[18] car 198120111B4Dodge MPV/SUV 198120021B6Dodge incomplete vehicle 198120021B7Dodge truck
198120021B9 133Buell Motorcycle Company through mid 19951B9 975Motus Motorcycles1BABlue Bird Corporation bus1BBBlue Bird Wanderlodge MPV1BDBlue Bird Corporation incomplete vehiclel1BLBalko, Inc. from Ladysmith, WI1C3Chrysler brand[18] car 198120111C3Chrysler Group (all brands) car (including Lancia) 2012-1C4Chrysler brand MPV 199020051C4Chrysler Group (all brands) MPV 20121C6Chrysler Group (all brands)
truck 20121C8Chrysler brand MPV 200120051C9 291CX Automotivel CMChecker Motors Corporation1 CUCushman Haulster (Cushman division of Outboard Marine Corporation)1CYCrane Carrier Companyl1D3Dodge truck 200220091D4Dodge MPV/SUV 20032011 only1D7Dodge truck 200220111D8Dodge MPV/SUV 20032009 only1FFord[18]1F1Ford SUV limousine (through 2009)1F6Ford stripped chassis made by Detroit Chassis LLC1F9
ST2SeagravelFAFord carlFBFord "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats)1FCFord stripped chassis made by Ford1FDFord incomplete vehicle (chassis cab)1FMFord MPV/SUV1FTFord truckl FU 1FVFreightliner Trucks1GGeneral Motors[18]1GOGMC "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) 198119861GOGMC Rapid Transit Series (RTS) bus 198119861G00pel car 200720171G1Chevrolet carl G2Pontiac carl G30ldsmobile car1 G4Buick
car[34]1G5GMC MPV/SUV 198119861G6Cadillac carl1G7Pontiac car only sold by GM CanadalG8Chevrolet MPV/SUV 198119861G8Saturn car 199120101G9 495Google & WaymolGAChevrolet "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats)1GBChevrolet incomplete vehicles[34]1GCChevrolet truckl GDGMC incomplete vehicles[34]1GECadillac incomplete vehicle1 GFFlxible bus1GGIsuzu pickup trucks made by GM1GHOldsmobile MPV/SUV
199020041GHHolden Acadia 201920201GJGMC "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) 19871GKGMC MPV/SUV 19871GMPontiac MPV1GNChevrolet MPV/SUV 1987-1GTGMC truck1GYCadillac SUV1H9 ACrane Carrier CompanylHAChevrolet incomplete vehicles made by Navistar Internationall HDHarley-Davidsonl HFHonda motorcycle/ATV/UTV1HGHonda[18] car made by Honda of America Mfg. in OhiolHSInternational Trucks &
Caterpillar Trucks trucklHTInternational Trucks & Caterpillar Trucks & Chevrolet Silverado 4500HD, 5500HD, 6500HD incomplete vehiclelHVIC Bus incomplete bus1J4Jeep[18] SUV 19892011 (using Chrysler-style VIN structure)1]7]Jeep truck 19891992 (using Chrysler-style VIN structure)1J8Jeep SUV 20022011 (using Chrysler-style VIN structure)1]JCJeep SUV 19811988 (using AMC-style VIN structure)1]JTJeep truck 19811988 (using AMC-
style VIN structure)lJUMarmon Motor CompanylLLincoln[18]1L1Lincoln car limousinellL9 234LaforzalL]Lincoln incomplete vehiclelLNLincoln carl1LV]John Deere equipment designed in Augusta, GeorgialMQJohn Deere Gator1M1 1M2Mack Trucks1M8Motor Coach Industries1M9 682Mosler AutomotivelM9 816Proterra Through mid-20191MBMercedes-Benz Truck Co.1MEMercury car[18]1MRContinental Mark VI & VII 19811985 &
Continental sedan[18] 198219851N4Nissan carlN6Nissan truck1N9 013Neoplan USA1N9 393Nikola Corporation1 NKKenworth incomplete vehiclel NPPeterbilt incomplete vehiclel1NXToyota car made by NUMMI1P3Plymouth carl P4Plymouth MPV/SUV1P9 213Panoz1PY]John Deere equipment designed or manufactured in Pune, IndialS9 098Scania AB Scania CN112 bus made in Orange, CT1S9 842Saleen S71S9 944SSC North AmericalT7
1T8Thomas Built Buses1T9 899Tomcar USA1TUTransportation Manufacturing Corporation1UTJeep D] made by AM GenerallV1Volkswagen truck1V2Volkswagen SUV1V9 048Vector Aeromotivel VHOrion Bus Industriesl1VRVermeer Corporation1VWVolkswagen car[18]1WUWhite truck1WV 1WWWinnebago IndustrieslWX 1WYWhite incomplete vehicle1XKKenworth truck1XMRenault Alliance/GTA/Encore 198419871XPPeterbilt
truck1Y1Chevrolet/Geo car made by NUMMI1YJRokon International, Inc.1YVMazda[18]1Z3 1Z7Mitsubishi Raider1Z9 3320shkosh Specialty Vehicles LLC1ZVFord made by AutoAlliance InternationallZWMercury made by AutoAlliance Internationall ORE-Z-GO10TOshkosh Corporation12AAvantil37AM General Hummer & Hummer H115GGillig bus16XVixen 21 motorhomel7NJohn Deere incomplete vehicle (RV chassis)19UAcura[18] car made
by Honda of America Mfg. in Ohio19VAcura car made by Honda Manufacturing of Indianal9XHonda car made by Honda Manufacturing of Indiana2A3Canadalmperial2A4 2A8Chrysler brand MPV/SUV 20062011 only2AY 2AZHino2B1O0rion Bus Industries2B3Dodge[18] car 198120112B4Dodge MPV 198120022B5Dodge "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) 198120022B6Dodge incomplete vehicle 198120022B7Dodge truck
198120022BCJeep Wrangler (Y]) 19871988 (using AMC-style VIN structure)2BPSki-Doo2BVCan-Am & Bombardier ATV2BWCan-Am Commander E LSV2BXCan-Am Spyder2BZCan-Am Freedom Trailer for Can-Am Spyder2C1Geo/Chevrolet car made by CAMI Automotive2C3Chrysler brand[18] car 198120112C3Chrysler Group (all brands) car (including Lancia) 2012-2C4Chrysler brand MPV/SUV 200020052C4Chrysler Group (all brands) MPV
(including Lancia & VW) 2012-2C7Pontiac car made by CAMI Automotive only sold by GM Canada2C8Chrysler brand MPV/SUV 200120052C9 145Campagna Motors2CCAmerican Motors Corporation MPV2CGAsna/Pontiac SUV made by CAMI Automotive only sold by GM Canada2CKGMC Tracker SUV made by CAMI Automotive only sold by GM Canada 19901991 only2CKPontiac Torrent SUV made by CAMI Automotive 20062009
only2CMAmerican Motors Corporation car2CNGeo/Chevrolet SUV made by CAMI Automotive 19902011 only2CTGMC Terrain SUV made by CAMI Automotive 20102011 only2D4Dodge MPV 20032011 only2D6Dodge incomplete vehicle 20032D7Dodge truck 20032D8Dodge MPV 20032011 only2DGOntario Drive & Gear2E3Eagle car 19891997 (using Chrysler-style VIN structure)2E4Lancia MPV2FFord[18]2FAFord car2FMFord
MPV/SUV2FTFord truck2FU 2FVFreightliner Trucks2FWSterling Trucks truck2FYNew Flyer2FZSterling Trucks incomplete vehicle2GxGeneral Motors[18]2GOGMC "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) 198119862G1Chevrolet2G2Pontiac2G30ldsmobile car2G4Buick2G5GMC MPV 19811986; BrightDrop Zevo delivery van2G6Cadillac2G7Pontiac car only sold by GM Canada2G8Chevrolet MPV 198119862G9Gnome Homes2GAChevrolet
"bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats)2GBChevrolet incomplete vehicles2GCChevrolet truck2 GDGMC incomplete vehicles2GECadillac incomplete vehicle2GHGMC GM New Look bus & GM Classic series bus2GJGMC "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) 19872GKGMC MPV/SUV 19872GNChevrolet MPV/SUV 1987-2GTGMC truck2HGHonda car made by Honda of Canada Manufacturing2HHAcura car made by Honda of Canada
Manufacturing2HJHonda truck made by Honda of Canada Manufacturing2ZHKHonda MPV/SUV made by Honda of Canada Manufacturing2HMHyundai2HNAcura SUV made by Honda of Canada Manufacturing2HSInternational Trucks truck2HTInternational Trucks incomplete vehicle2]J4Jeep Wrangler (Y]) 19891992 (using Chrysler-style VIN structure)2L1Lincoln incomplete vehicle limo21.9Les Contenants Durabac2L]Lincoln incomplete vehicle
hearse2LMLincoln SUV2LNLincoln car[18]2M1 2M2Mack Trucks2MEMercury car[18]2MGMotor Coach Industries (Produced from Sept. 1, 2008 on)2MRMercury MPV2NKKenworth incomplete vehicle2NPPeterbilt incomplete vehicle2NVNova Bus2P3Plymouth car2P4Plymouth MPV 198120002P5Plymouth "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats) 198119832P9 001Prevost 198119952PCPrevost 1996-2S2Suzuki car made by CAMI
Automotive2S3Suzuki SUV made by CAMI Automotive2T1Toyota car2T2Lexus SUV2T3Toyota SUV2V4 2V8Volkswagen Routan2WKWestern Star Trucks truck2WL 2WMWestern Star Trucks incomplete vehicle2XKKenworth truck2XMEagle Premier 1988 only (using AMC-style VIN structure)2XPPeterbilt truck3A4 3A8MexicoChrysler brand MPV 20062010 only3AK 3ALFreightliner Trucks3AVBMW Mexico 1999-20093B3Dodge car
198120113B4Dodge SUV 198619933B6Dodge incomplete vehicle 198120023B7Dodge truck 198120023BJWestern Star 3700 truck made by DINA S.A.3BKKenworth incomplete vehicle3BMMotor Coach Industries bus made by DINA S.A.3BPPeterbilt incomplete vehicle3C3Chrysler brand car 198120113C3Chrysler Group (all brands) car (including Fiat) 2012-3C4Chrysler brand MPV 200120053C4Chrysler Group (all brands) MPV (including
Fiat) 2012-3C6Chrysler Group (all brands) truck 20123C7Chrysler Group (all brands) incomplete vehicle 20123C8Chrysler brand MPV 200120053CEVolvo Buses de Mexico3CZHonda SUV3D2Dodge incomplete vehicle 200720093D3Dodge truck 200620093D4Dodge SUV 200920113D6Dodge incomplete vehicle 200320113D7Dodge truck 200220113E4Fiat SUV3FFord3F6Sterling Bullet3FAFord car3FCFord stripped chassis made by Ford &
IMMSA3FMFord MPV/SUV3FN 3FRFord F-650/F-750 made by Blue Diamond Truck Co.3FTFord truck3GGeneral Motors[1813G0Saab 9-4X 20113G0Holden Equinox 201820203G1Chevrolet car3G2Pontiac car3G4Buick car3G5Buick SUV3G7Pontiac SUV3GCChevrolet truck3GKGMC SUV3GMHolden Suburban3GNChevrolet SUV3GSSaturn SUV3GTGMC truck3GYCadillac SUV3H1Honda motorcycle/UTV3H3Hyundai de Mexico, S.A. de C.V. for
Hyundai Translead (truck trailers)3HAInternational Trucks incomplete vehicle3HCInternational Trucks truck3HGHonda car[18]3HSInternational Trucks & Caterpillar Trucks truck3HTInternational Trucks & Caterpillar Trucks incomplete vehicle3JBCan-Am ATV/UTV & Can-Am Ryker3KPKia/Hyundai car[18]3LNLincoln car3MDMazda car3MEMercury car3MVMazda SUV3ZMWBMW3MYToyota car made by Mazda de Mexico Vehicle
Operation3MZMazda car3N1Nissan[18] car3N6Nissan truck & Chevrolet City Express3N8Nissan MPV3NEPolaris Inc. ATV3NSPolaris Inc. UTV3P3Plymouth car3PClInfiniti SUV made by COMPAS3TMToyota truck made by TMMBC3TYToyota truck made by TMMGT3VVVolkswagen SUV3VWVolkswagen car[18]13WKKenworth truck3WPPeterbilt truck4A3United StatesMitsubishi Motors car4A4Mitsubishi Motors SUV4B3Dodge car made by
Diamond-Star Motors factory4B9 038BYD Coach & Bus LLC4C3Chrysler car made by Diamond-Star Motors factory4C9 561Czinger4CDOshkosh Chassis Division incomplete vehicle (RV chassis)4DRIC Bus4E3Eagle car made by Diamond-Star Motors factory4F2Mazda[18] SUV made by Ford4F4Mazda truck made by Ford4G1Chevrolet Cavalier convertible made by Genasys L.C. a GM/ASC joint venture4G2Pontiac Sunfire convertible made by
Genasys L.C. a GM/ASC joint venture4G3Toyota Cavalier made by GM4G5General Motors EV14GDWhiteGMC Brigadier 19881989 made by GM4GDOpel Sintra4GLBuick incomplete vehicle4GTIsuzu incomplete vehicle built by GM4]JGMercedes-Benz SUV[18]4KBChevrolet W-Series incomplete vehicle (gas engine only)4KDGMC W-Series incomplete vehicle (gas engine only)4KLIsuzu commercial truck built by GM4M2Mercury
MPV/SUV4AMLOshkosh Trailer Division4MZBuell Motorcycle Company4N2Nissan Quest made by Ford4NUIsuzu Ascender made by GM4P1Pierce Manufacturing4P3Plymouth car made by Diamond-Star Motors factory 199019944P3Mitsubishi Motors SUV made by Mitsubishi Motor Manufacturing of America 20132015 for export only4RKNova Bus & Prevost made by Nova Bus (US) Inc.4S1Isuzu truck made by Subaru Isuzu Automotive4S2Isuzu
SUV made by Subaru Isuzu Automotive4S3Subaru car[18]4S4Subaru SUV/MPV[18]4S6Honda SUV made by Subaru Isuzu Automotive4S7Spartan Motors incomplete vehicle4S9 197Smith Electric Vehicles US Corp.4S9 419Spartan Motors truck4S9 454Scuderia Cameron Glickenhaus car4dS9 542Scuderia Cameron Glickenhaus SCG Boot (M.P.V.)4S9 544Scuderia Cameron Glickenhaus car4S9 559Spartan Fire, LLC truck (formerly Spartan
ER)4S9 560Spartan Fire, LLC incomplete vehicle (formerly Spartan ER)4T1Toyota[18] car made by Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky4T3Toyota MPV/SUV made by Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky4T4Toyota car made by Subaru of Indiana Automotive4T9 208Xos, Inc.4TAToyota truck made by NUMMI4UFArctic Cat4USBMW car[18]4UZFreightliner Custom Chassis Corporation & gas-powered Mitsubishi Fuso trucks assembled by
Freightliner Custom Chassis & Thomas Built Buses FS-65 & Saf-T-Liner C24V1WhiteGMC truck4V2WhiteGMC incomplete vehicle4V4Volvo Trucks North America truck4V5Volvo Trucks North America incomplete vehicle4VA 4VGVolvo Trucks North America truck4VE 4VH 4VMVolvo Trucks North America incomplete vehicle4VZSpartan Motors/The Shyft Group incomplete vehicle bare chassis only4XAPolaris Inc.4YMCarry-On Trailer,
Inc.4Z3American LaFrance truck43CConsulier46GGillig incomplete vehicle478Honda ATV480Sterling Trucks truck49HSterling Trucks incomplete vehicleSASGEM5B4Workhorse Custom Chassis, LLC incomplete vehicle (RV chassis)5BZNissan "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of seats)5CDIndian Motorcycle Company of America Gilroy, CA5CXShelby Series 15DFThomas Dennis Company LLC5EHExcelsior-Henderson Motorcycle5SFNHonda[18]
MPV/SUV made by Honda Manufacturing of Alabama5FPHonda truck made by Honda Manufacturing of Alabama5FRAcura[18] SUV made by Honda Manufacturing of Alabama5FYNew Flyer5G8Holden Volt5GABuick MPV/SUV5GDDaewoo G2X5GNHummer H3T5GRHummer H25GTHummer H35GZSaturn MPV/SUV5HDHarley-Davidson for export markets5]6Honda[18] SUV made by Honda of America Mfg. in Ohio5J8Acura SUV made by Honda
of America Mfg. in Ohio5KBHonda[18] car made by Honda Manufacturing of Alabama5K] 5KKWestern Star Trucks truck5L1Lincoln SUV (20042009)5LDFord & Lincoln incomplete vehicle limousine (20102014)5LMLincoln SUV5LTLincoln truck5MZBuell Motorcycle Company for export markets5N1Nissan & Infiniti SUV5N3Infiniti SUVSNMHyundai SUV5NPHyundai carSNTHyundai truck5PVHino incomplete vehicle5S3Saab 9-7X5SASuzuki
ATV5SXAmerican LaFrance incomplete vehicle (Condor)5TBToyota[18] truck made by TMMI5TDToyota MPV/SUV made by TMMI5TEToyota truck made by NUMMI5TFToyota truck made by TMMTX5UMBMW M car[18]5UXBMW SUV5VCAutocar incomplete vehicle5VPVictory MotorcyclesSWEIC Bus incomplete vehicle5XXKia car5XYKia/Hyundai SUV5Y2Pontiac Vibe made by NUMMI5Y4Yamaha Motor Company ATV, UTV5YAIndian
Motorcycle Company Kings Mountain, NC5YFToyota car made by TMMMS5Y]Tesla[18]15YMBMW M SUV5Z6Suzuki truck made by Nissan50ELucid Motors50GKarma Automotive516Autocar truck51RBrammo Motorcycles523VPG52CGEM subsidiary of Polaris Inc.538Zero Motorcycles53GCoda Automotive53TThink North America in Elkhart, IN546EBR54CWinnebago Industries trailer54DIsuzu & Chevrolet commercial trucks built by Spartan
Motors/The Shyft Group55SMercedes-Benz car[18]56KIndian Motorcycle International, LLC Polaris subsidiary57WMobility Ventures57XPolaris Slingshot58ALexus car made by TMMKG6F1AustraliaFord[18]6F2Iveco Trucks Australia Ltd.6F4Nissan Motor Australia6F5Kenworth AustraliabFMMack Trucks Australia6FPFord6GGeneral Motors6G1Holden & Chevrolet6G2Pontiac6G3Chevrolet6 HHolden6MMMitsubishi[18]16MPMercury
Capri6T1Toyota6T9Trailer6U9Low Volume (Grey) Import Vehicles which don't have 17 Digit VIN. Uses NON ISO VIN with "Filler 0's between WMI & Non Iso VIN I.e Japanese VIN PV35-400637 would become 6U90000PV35400637 see note below6ZZLow Volume (Grey) Import Vehicles which don't have 17 Digit VIN. Uses NON ISO VIN with "Filler 0's between WMI & Non Iso VIN IL.e Japanese VIN PV35-400637 would become
6ZZ0000PV35400637 see note below7A1New ZealandMitsubishi7A3Honda7A4Toyota7A5Ford7A7Nissan New Zealand7A8NZ Transport Agency (pre-2009)7ATNZ Transport Agency (post2009)7FAUnited StatesHonda SUV made by Honda Manufacturing of Indiana7FCRivian truck7GZGMC incomplete vehicles made by Navistar International7G2Tesla Cybertruck & Tesla Semi7H4Hino truck7JRVolvo Cars car7]ZProterra From mid-2019
on7KGVanderhall Motor Works7MMMazda SUV made by MTMUS (Mazda-Toyota Joint Venture)7MUToyota SUV made by MTMUS (Mazda-Toyota Joint Venture)7NANavistar Defense7NYLordstown Motors7PDRivian SUV7RZElectric Last Mile Solutions7R4Icon Electric Vehicles7SATesla SUV 2022+7SUBlue Arc electric trucks made by The Shyft Group7SVToyota SUV made by TMMTX7SXGlobal Electric
Motorcars7Z0Zoox8ACArgentinaMercedes-Benz vans (for South America)8ADPeugeot8AEPeugeot van8AFFord Motor Argentina[18]8AGGeneral Motors de Argentina Chevrolet8AJToyota Argentina8ANNissan8APFiat8ATIvecoBAWVolkswagen Argentina8Al1Renault Argentina8A3Scania Argentina8BBAgrale Argentina S.A8BCCitron8BNMercedes-Benz incomplete vehicle (North America)8BRMercedes-Benz "bus" (van with more than 3 rows of
seats) (North America)8BTMercedes-Benz MPV (van with 2 or 3 rows of seats) (North America)8BUMercedes-Benz truck (cargo van with 1 row of seats) (North America)8CHHonda motorcycleBC3Honda car/SUV8F9ChileReborn Electric Motors SPA8G1Automotores Franco Chilena S.A Renault8 GDAutomotores Franco Chilena S.A Peugeot8GGGeneral Motors Chile Ltda.8L4EcuadorGreat Wall Motors made by Ciudad del Auto Ciauto Cia.
Ltda.8LBGeneral Motors OBB8LFMaresa (Mazda)8LGAymesa (Hyundai Motor & Kia)8XDVenezuelaFord Motor Venezuela8XJMack de Venezuela C.A.8XVIveco Venezuela C.A.8Z1General Motors Venezolana C.A.829BoliviaQuantum Motors9AMBrazilMassari (?)9BDFiat Automveis9BFFord Brasil9BGGeneral Motors do Brasil Chevrolet9BHHyundai Motor Brasil9BMMercedes-Benz car & SUV & commercial truck9BNMafersa9BRToyota9BSScania
Brazil9BVVolvo Trucks9BWVolkswagen do Brasil[18]9BYAgrale S.A.9C2Honda Motorcycles[18]9C6Yamaha Motor[18]9CDSuzuki (motorcycles) assembled by J. Toledo Motos do Brasil9DWKenworth & Peterbilt trucks made by Volkswagen do Brasil932Harley-Davidson935Citron936Peugeot937Dodge93CGeneral Motors do Brasil Chevrolet SUV (Mexico)93HHonda car/SUV93KVolvo Trucks93PVolare93SNavistar International93UAudi
1999200693VNavistar International93WFiat Ducato made by Iveco 2000201693XSouza Ramos Mitsubishi Motors / Suzuki Jimny93YRenault do Brasil93ZIveco94DNissan94GIndabra94MHVR-Busscar94NRWM Brazil94TTroller Veculos Especiais953VW Truck & Bus / MAN Truck & Bus95PCAOA / Hyundai & CAOA Chery95VDafra Motos (motorscooters from SYM) & Ducati, KTM, & MV Agusta assembled by Dafra95VBMW motorcycles
assembled by Dafra Motos 2009201695ZBuell Motorcycle Company assembled by Harley-Davidson Brazil96PKawasaki97NTriumph Motorcycles Ltd988Jeep and Fiat (made at the Goiana plant)98MBMW car/SUV98RChery99AAudi 2016-99]Jaguar Land Rover99KHaojue & Kymco assembled by JTZ Indstria e Comrcio de Motos99LBYD99ZBMW Motorrad Motorcycle assembled by BMW 2017-9FBColombiaSofasa (Renault)9FCCompaa Colombiana
Automotriz S.A. (Mazda)9GAGM Colmotores S.A. (Chevrolet)9UJUruguayChery assembled by Chery Socma S.A.9UKLifan9UWKia made by Nordex S.A.9V7Citroen made by Nordex S.A.9V8Peugeot made by Nordex S.A.Note: Vehicles to be registered in Australia without a 17 character VIN[35]Builder's plateDanish bicycle VIN-systemEngine numberName plateRPO CodeSerial numberVIN cloningVIN etching”™ "Vehicle Control by VIN Code". ISO
3779. Retrieved 2021-10-12.”~ a b "Vehicle Identification Numbers (VINs)". US: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Archived from the original on 2016-12-18. Retrieved 2021-02-10.” "Effective Date - Motor Vehicle Identification Numbers". US: Department of Justice. 2015-02-19. CRM 1374.” "VIN number in autoDNA - what does it mean?". autoDNA. Poland. Retrieved 2022-09-08.” "eCFR Code of Federal Regulations
Title 49: Transportation Part 565Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) Requirements". US: www.ecfr.gov. Retrieved 2013-04-09.” "Vehicle Standard (Australian Design Rule 61/02 Vehicle Marking) 2005". Australia: Federal Register of Legislation. F2005L.03994. Retrieved 2010-09-27.”~ ISO 3779:2009 Road vehiclesVehicle identification number (VIN)Content and structure” ISO 3780:2009 Road vehiclesWorld manufacturer identifier (WMI)
code”™ "United States Federal VIN Requirements (Title 49, Chapter V, Part 565)". Access.gpo.gov. Archived from the original on 2010-05-27. Retrieved 2010-09-27.”~ a b "Directive 76/114/EEC Automotive Enterprise and Industry". European Commission. Archived from the original on 2013-09-30. Retrieved 2013-07-08.”~ a b "ISO 3780:2009 Road vehicles World manufacturer identifier (WMI) code". ISO. 2009-10-05. Retrieved 2010-09-27.”~
"WMI Country Code Distribution" (PDF). ISO. 2025-04-13. Retrieved 2025-04-11.” "49 CFR 565.15 Content requirements". Legal Information Institute. US: Cornell University. Retrieved 2021-06-04.” Miller, Tim (2019-04-27). "VIN Numbers: What Are They And What Do They Tell You?". Garatos. Archived from the original on 2020-09-30. Retrieved 2020-09-13.”~ Miller, Tim (2021-10-16). "On-Board Diagnostics: From The History To Its
Practical Applications In Our Life". OBD Advisor. Retrieved 2021-11-23.” Pocket-lint (2021-06-10). "10 of the best VIN decoders to lookup VIN numbers for free". www.pocket-lint.com. Retrieved 2021-11-23.” "World Manufacturer Identifier J1044 202403". SAE. 2024-03-18.7 abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyzaaab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp
bqg br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb cc cd ce cf cg ch ci cj ck cl cm cn co cp cq cr cs ct cu cv cw cx cy cz da db dc dd de df dg dh di dj dk dl dm dn do dp dq dr ds dt du dv dw dx dy dz ea eb ec ed "List of manufacturers of motor vehicles and their trailers numerical SV 3.2" (PDF). Germany: Kraftfahrt-Bundesamt. 2018-01-15. Retrieved 2019-01-08.~ ECO Sticker. car.go.th. Archived from the original on 2021-10-16.” Tag Image car.go.th [dead
link]”~ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]™ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]”™ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]™ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]™ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]”~ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]™ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]”~ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]™ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]”~ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]™ Tag Image car.go.th [dead link]™ "Re: VIN Information pursuant to 49 CFR 565.7 KOENIGSEGG"
(PDF). US: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 2008-03-14. Retrieved 2019-03-13.” "Modern Vespa: VIN Decoding". modernvespa.com. Retrieved 2019-10-08.” a b ¢ "Revision to General Motors' Vehicle Identification Number decoding for 2016 Model Year" (PDF). US: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 2015-01-12. Retrieved 2019-03-13.” "Importing vehicles without a 17 character VIN". NEVDIS. 2022-06-
10.Wikibooks has a book on the topic of: Vehicle Identification Numbers (VIN codes)Wikimedia Commons has media related to Vehicle Identification Number.ISO 3779:2009FMVSS 115, Part 565VIN Decoder by NHTSA[1] by Chinese Car HistoryRetrieved from " Download Article Download Article A Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is like a fingerprint: each vehicle has its own unique number. If your vehicle has been stolen, you can find it
by running a vehicle history report. Because finding a stolen vehicle is difficult, you should use all available methods and involve the police. 1Find your VIN. Your vehicles VIN should have 17 characters and be something like 2T3CUGEEOAUC12345. You can normally find it on a sticker by the right hood latch or on the bottom left-hand side of the windshield. But if you don't have the car in your possession, you can also find it in other places like:
[1]The title or registration. Contact your states Department of Motor Vehicles if you dont have a copy on you.Your insurance documents. If your insurance documents were in the vehicle, you can contact your insurer and ask for the number.The owners manual. Sometimes a VIN is listed there. 20btain a vehicle history report. A vehicles VIN will be entered into a database whenever someone registers, titles, or services a vehicle. You can get a
vehicle history report from a variety of companies, such as AutoCheck or CarFax. Although there are companies that offer free reports, their reports contain only generic information.Visit a website and order by paying with a credit card. The report should pull up automatically. Advertisement 3Review the report. It should show a chronological list of places where the vehicle was titled, registered, and serviced. Look for the most recent service
or registration: your vehicle might be there.[2]4Search the VINCheck database. The vehicle might have been in an accident and junked. The National Insurance Crime Bureau has created a website you can search to see if the vehicle has been reported as stolen or salvaged.VINCheck will peruse all reports of stolen, salvaged, and lost vehicles from the past five years. It will show the current location, if available.5Contact the authorities where
your vehicle is located. You might find that the vehicle is currently in a different state or county. Contact the police in that area and explain that your vehicle has been stolen. Offer to fax them a copy of your police report and vehicle history report. They should investigate and get the vehicle back. Advertisement 1Gather important information about the vehicle. The police will need as much identifying information as possible. Collect the
following:[3]1The vehicles year, make, and model.The vehicles color.The license plate number. You might not remember it, so call your insurer and explain that the vehicle is missing. They should be able to give you the license plate number.2Document information about the thief. The police will appreciate any leads you have about the thief. If you saw someone, write down what they looked likegender, age, race, height, hair color, etc. Also note
any distinguishing features, such as a limp.[4]3Call the police. Call them as soon as possible. Report that you are the owner and that your vehicle has been stolen. They will take down the information about the vehicle.Request a copy of the police report, which you will need to show you insurer.If you are without transportation, ask the police to mail the report to you.4Find security video. If you didnt see the thief, you can still search for security
video footage from nearby businesses. Stop in with a copy of your police report and tell them someone stole your vehicle. Ask if you can see the security footage for the day in question.If you want, you can let the police contact the business owners about security footage. However, police are often swamped and might not get around to it. Many communities also have community security cameras. Stop into your town office to ask if you can view
it.[5] Advertisement 1Check your citys transportation website. If your vehicle gets ticketed, the information should be entered into the citys database. Youll search by license plate number (not VIN). Go online and enter the information. If you can find the vehicle, call the police.[6]2Look at online sales. Many thieves try to sell vehicles, usually online. They might publish photographs and other identifying information. Scroll through the listings to
see if you can find your vehicle. The following are popular online marketplaces:AutotraderCraigslistCars.comeBay Motors3Work with taxicab companies. Cab drivers are always driving around, so they can keep an eye out for your vehicle. Call up your local taxi cab company and describe your vehicle. Offer a reward if anyone finds it.[7]Offer a large enough reward so that cabbies will have an incentive to check. If possible, offer more than
$100.4Call OnStar or a similar company. Many vehicles come equipped with Onstar or similar technology that can track your vehicle using GPS. You should call the company to report that your vehicle is missing.[8]Call OnStar at 1-888-4-ONSTAR. The company can remotely block the engine from starting.[9] Advertisement Co-authored by: Certified Automotive Technician This article was co-authored by Audra Fordin. Audra Fordin is a
Certified Automotive Technician, the Founder of Women Auto Know, and the Owner of Great Bear Auto Repair in Flushing, New York. With more than 38 years of experience, she has intensive knowledge about foreign and domestic auto repairs. Audra has been featured on numerous news and talk shows such as The Today Show, Inside Edition, and Anderson Cooper. This article has been viewed 375,858 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated:
February 24, 2025 Views:375,858 Categories: Legal Documents for Driving | Car Identification and Registration PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 375,858 times. "This story had a lot of contact info that I was completely unaware of. I had the information I needed when I got to the DMV, and things went fairly smoothly. I even was able to give the clerk there a link that they didn't know
about."..." more Share your story Tons of people have sellers remorse after they part from a vehicle. But if you find yourself thinking about a vehicle that you sold years ago, why not see if you cant repurchase it? While it might seem like an impossible task to track down a vehicle you used to own, if you have a little information and a ton of dedication, its easier than you think to find your old vehicle! How to Find a Car You Previously Owned with
the VIN? The best way to find a car you previously owned with the VIN is to use an online service like CarFax. You can also contact your states DMV (Department of Motor Vehicles). While you might get lucky and find your car without the VIN, having the VIN makes everything a million times easier. If youre trying to figure out how youre going to track down your VIN after all this time, keep reading, and well help you get the information you
need. How to Track Down the VIN If you dont have the VIN, finding your vehicle is far from guaranteed. But if you can track down the VIN and are willing to spend a little money, the chances are that youll find it. 1. Old Paperwork If you have any of your old registration or insurance forms, the chances are that the vehicles VIN is there. Whether youre a hoarder or just keep excellent records, this is one of the easiest ways to track down your old
vehicles VIN. 2. Hit Up the DMV! Just because you dont have any of the old registration paperwork doesnt mean that you cant track down where your vehicle is at. For starters, the DMV typically holds onto all of that information. Youll need one of two things to track down the VIN for your old vehicle. If you still have the same drivers license number that you had when you owned the vehicle, thats all youll need. If you dont, but you have your old
license plate number, that will work too. Whether you give them a call or visit them in person, simply give them this information and ask if you can get the VIN. They arent allowed to tell you who currently owns the vehicle, though, so youll have to settle for just the VIN. 3. Try the Insurance Company! If you dont want to deal with the DMV or you dont have the required information, theres another bureaucratic behemoth that you can call for
information the insurance company you were using when you had the car. They have to keep records of all the vehicles they have insured, so if you give them a call, they should be able to provide you with the VIN. 4. The Bill of Sale While this is technically a piece of paperwork, its not one that people think about all that often. But every bill of sale is required to have the vehicles VIN on it. So, if you can track down the bill of sale from when you
purchased or sold the vehicle, you should be able to get the VIN. Find Your Car when you found the VIN! Once youve tracked down the VIN, the best thing you can do to try and find your vehicle is to use a service like CARFAX. While CARFAX isnt free, its almost a surefire way to find your vehicle, as long as its still registered. Full CARFAX reports will give you everything you need to know, the current and previous owners, mileage,
maintenance records, an accident history, and so much more. Once you have the current owners information, though, you can track them down and reach out to find your car! If youre not willing to spend the money for a CARFAX report, you can try Googling the VIN or using some of the free VIN decoders to try and track it down. If youre Googling the VIN, make sure to put parenthesis around it, and Google will search the Internet for exact
matches. While this might not generate any results, if you keep trying periodically, you might get lucky. If youre tired of waiting or cant find any results, CARFAX will always be an option waiting for you if youre willing to pay. Keep in mind that while CARFAX is a great tool, CARFAX doesnt guarantee that you will be able to track down the new owner. That means you might end up spending a little money and never finding your old vehicle. How
to Find a Car You Previously Owned Without the VIN If you dont have the vehicles VIN and cant track it down, its going to be a lot harder to find your vehicle. While its not impossible, the odds arent really in your favor either. Use the license plate number Do you remember the license plate number, or can you find it in any papers you had before with the license plate number? If you have the license plate number, you can get the VIN from it.
Without license plate The best chance you have to find a car you previously owned without the VIN or license plate is to track down the person you sold it to and see if they still have it. If they dont, try to find out who they sold it to and track them down. Continue this search until you find your vehicle. Of course, at any point, all it takes is a single person to tell you they dont know who they sold it to, and youve hit a dead end. Facebook Groups
or Advertisement Thats where you can go really old school with it with a new school twist. You can throw up flyers and advertisements, of course, but you might be better off hitting up Facebook groups and online forums. This is especially effective if you had a unique car that car enthusiasts get excited about. Its definitely a crapshoot, but its better than just writing it off. Keep in mind that if youre looking for a common vehicle like a stock Ford
Explorer or a Volkswagen Jetta, the chances are pretty low that youll track it down. Even if you did, how would you know its yours? Summary If youre attached to a car that you sold a while ago, youre not alone. The good news is that if you have a little information on the vehicle and the dedication to find it, tracking down your old vehicle is far from impossible! Just remember, too, that just because you found it doesnt mean that the new owner
will sell it to you, and even if theyre willing to, they might not sell it for a fair price. Temper your expectations a bit and enjoy the journey, because thats half the fun! Categories: General, Guides, Market Before you get too excited about the idea, its worth bearing in mind that you cannot trackyour cars live location using the VIN. However, VIN tracking can help you check your cars ownership history, auction records, and police theft databases.
So, before we move on, its vital to understand what a VIN can and cant do for tracking your car.Now, if you do need to learn more about your cars whereabouts, there are a few ways to do it. Among the techniques which well be discussing in more detail below include running a VIN check, contacting the police, or checking auction listings. Doing so could help you reveal a cars ownership history, registration status, and whether or not its been
stolen.So, despite what the term VIN tracking might suggest, it wont work like a GPS tracker, nor would it provide you with a live location. Below, well be breaking down some of the best methods for finding a car or learning more about it using its VIN:Find My Car By VINTrying to track a vehicle by its VIN number isnt straightforward, but it can help you narrow down your cars location, or at least where its ended up. Your cars VIN (or Vehicle
Identification Number) is a unique serial and sequence of numbers that is given for every road-legal vehicle out there. There are no two cars with the same VIN.One very important bit of caveat we need to consider first locating a cars exact location based on a VIN is impossible. You might get a hold of the vehicles history and the city in which the car was last registered and thats about it. Its not a GPS tracker, thats vital to understand. You
cannot get the location of the vehicle just by knowing the VIN!With that being said, being able to at least approximate where your car might be, could still prove worthwhile. Whether your car was stolen, or if you just want to check its sales history, and maybe you want to know if its been stolen, lost, or salvaged in the past, learning how to track a vehicle by its VIN number can still be handy.Speaking of the VIN, well be discussing VIN lookup
services such as Carfax. There are a ton of superb and comprehensive VIN lookup services out there, where just using your cars VIN, you can learn quite a lot about it From its ownership history to theft records, whether its been involved in any accidents, or even recall notices.Best VIN Lookup ServicesPlus, some of these VIN lookup services where you can track your car by using its VIN are even free! From our research, here are some of the
best ones out there (including paid ones, too):ServiceFree or Paid?Information ProvidedData SourcesDepth of ReportBest ForNICB (National Insurance Crime Bureau)FreeTheft & salvage recordsInsurance claims, law enforcement databasesBasicChecking if a car is stolenNHTSA VIN DecoderFreeBasic vehicle specs & recall historyNHTSA recall databaseBasicChecking recalls & safety issuesVehicleHistory.comFreeBasic ownership history,
accidents, recallsPublic records, insurance dataModerateGetting a free history overviewAutoCheckPaidDetailed accident & ownership history, score ratingAuto auctions, DMV, insurance recordsComprehensiveIn-depth vehicle history reportsCarfaxPaidOwnership records, accidents, service historyDMV, service centers, auctions, insuranceComprehensiveComprehensive reports for buyersVINCheck.infoFreeTitle history, accidents, recalls, theft
recordsGovernment records, insurance, salvage yardsModerateA solid free alternative to paid reportsEpicVINPaidTitle history, damages, auction photosAuto auctions, salvage records, state DMVsComprehensiveGetting auction details & damage reportsClearVINPaidOwnership, accidents, auction recordsDMV, auctions, law enforcementComprehensiveCross-checking ownership historyTrack My Car By VIN (Method 1) Find Your VIN
NumberThe first thing you ought to do is find and record the VIN number. This can be located on the car itself or in your cars ownership paperwork. If you dont have the title, youll need to rely on the VIN plate on your car, which has its challenges. Sometimes, these VIN plates can get worn, rusted, and damaged, which makes reading them a bit harder.Then, once you have the VIN, you can try your luck and get a Carfax report on it. Carfax is a
website where you can dive into the vehicles history and past, and see what you can find on that specific vehicle. Many used car marketplaces, like Autotrader (among many others), offer free Carfax reports for the vehicles that are sold there.If your car was stolen lets say, there are also other websites that you can use to track the car by VIN, such as the one offered by the NICB. Here, you can get history reports from the past 5 years and see if
the car was lost, stolen, or salvaged and in some cases, it will show the current location if the location is available. So, you might want to give it a try.Track My Car By VIN (Method 2) File A Police Report For Stolen CarAnother way to track your car by VIN is to file a report to the policeand let them know that your car was stolen. For this, you will be required to have your title, registration documents, and also the VIN that is located on the title.
This, along with the registration number is the most important when it comes to locating your car across the country.The car could be a few states away, for example. So, it might be a little bit difficult to find it, and it may take some time for the police to take action. If you want to speed things up, you might want to mix and match with the first method above, to expedite the process. Knowing the place where your car is approximately located,
will speed up the search for your car:Report the Theft Contact the police immediately with your VIN, license plate number, vehicle details, and proof of ownership (title, registration, or insurance documents). Your cars VIN will be entered into the NCIC (National Crime Information Center) database.VIN Flagging Law enforcement, border patrol, and auto salvage yards scan VINs during routine checks. If your cars VIN appears in a traffic stop or
database search, authorities are alerted.License Plate & Surveillance Checks Traffic cameras and automated license plate recognition (ALPR) systems can help locate stolen vehicles.Recovery & Verification If found, police will confirm ownership using the VIN and coordinate vehicle retrieval.Track My Car By VIN (Method 3) Check Auction Sites For ListingsIf your car got stolen and you cannot find it, you might want to take a look at websites
that have car auctions like Copart. Any sort of marketplace or auctioning site is prime territory to start searching because your car might pop up over there. In fact, having your car auctioned off could entirely be a totally innocent accident on the part of the authorities.For instance, maybe your car was stolen and was found by the police. But, the police couldnt locate the owner of that car if there were no license plates. So, consequently, the car
couldve ended up at auction. Keeping your eye on the auctions is key if you want to find a lost car. Because you never know what you will see over there. There are a ton of cars that are salvaged.Track My Car By VIN (Method 4) Spread The Word On The WebAnother way to track your car by VIN is to spread the word over the web, and hope that internet sleuths could help out. There are a ton of Facebook groups about tracking down stolen
vehicles. If your car has been seen online (images, videos, etc.), there could be someone out there wholl notice it. And once theyve noticed it, inquiries will be made about where its located.Once you and other folks on the internet have somewhat pointed to where your car might be located, things will become more straightforward. You could call the local authorities and tell them that your car is there. Additionally, give them the VIN and other
information and theyll use them to find your car in no time, and prove its ownership back to you.There are numerous automotive forums where enthusiasts discuss cars, share stories, and sell vehicles. Posting about your stolen vehicle, along with its VIN number, might get you valuable leads from other members of the community and forum at large. Members often come across various deals on cars on offer or are being sold, and they might
spot your vehicle.Track My Car By VIN (Method 5) Use VIN Tracking WebsitesWhile Carfax remains a popular choice, there are many other websites like AutoCheck, VINCheck, and VINDecoder that offer detailed histories of vehicles by simply entering the VIN number. These sites can provide ownership history, accident reports, and locations where the car has been registered, among countless other details.By keeping a regular check, you
can spot any unusual activities and possibly even trace your vehicle. Sometimes, when a stolen vehicle gets serviced by a workshop or mechanic, they might run a VIN check on it. If that cars VIN was flagged as stolen, theyll notify the authorities. Keeping local dealers informed might prove fruitful, as well.Specifically, stolen cars might be brought into repair shops for parts replacement or servicing. By informing local repair shops and garages
about your stolen vehicle with its VIN, they can be on the lookout and notify you or the police if such a car arrives. Print out details with the VIN and distribute them; a physical reminder often helps mechanics to remember.Track My Car By VIN (Method 6) Contact Your Insurance ProviderWhile you might think of contacting your insurance company only for filing claims against damage, they can also assist in tracking down stolen vehicles.
Sometimes, stolen vehicles are involved in accidents or other incidents. By having your vehicles VIN flagged in their system, they can alert you if any claim is made on that vehicle.Insurance companies often receive claims for damages. If someones trying to get your stolen car insured or has made a claim, the company will have that data. Collaborating with them can provide you with a lead. Some insurance providers even offer GPS tracking
services to pinpoint a cars location if its been stolen. So, if you have that, itll help out a lot.Track My Car By VIN (Method 7) Keep an Eye on Local DealershipsThieves sometimes attempt to sell stolen cars to dealerships. By notifying local car dealers about your stolen car and providing them with the VIN, they can be more vigilant and inform you if a similar car comes their way. Cars are often traded in for newer models. Make sure local
dealerships are aware so they can check the VIN of cars being traded in.What Is A Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)?So, as weve discussed, whether your cars been stolen, or if you want to track down a car you regret selling and want back, there are some easy ways you can track your car by using its VIN. These include getting a Carfax report done on it, relying on VIN tracking and decoding services, or even calling the police (among
others). But, what even is a VIN?The VIN is a mixture of letters and numbers that basically functions as the ID of your car. Unlike other pieces of information, such as a cars registration, the VINs are created specifically to identify vehicles by their color, trim level, year of production, production plant, and other information thats extremely useful for jotting down a cars history.You cannot track the cars history by a license plate. A car can have
dozens of license plates if it changes owners through the years. But it cannot have dozens of VINs. The VIN is one and only, distinct for each car, and you cannot change it. In that way, a cars VIN is similar to a social security number, and could also be somewhat seen as a cars birth certification.VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) LocationThe first and most obvious place where to look for your VIN would be the title of the car. If you are the
legal owner of a specific vehicle, you should also have the certification of title as proof of ownership. Look through your documents and find the title. There will be the VIN written, and based on this information you can jump online and start looking for the car.Other than the title, the other place that you might want to take a look at is the front dash. Namely, the drivers side. There, under the windshield, the VIN should be stamped. If you
cannot find it here, you might want to take a look at the drivers door as well as the B pillar. There should be stickers that indicate the VIN as well as other information.The next place that you might want to look at is the engine bay. There should be a steel plate that is attached to the chassis that has the VIN on it. Overall, these are the most probable locations where you can find the VIN. However, its worth bearing in mind that some
automakers are sneakier with hiding the VIN number, and its not always easy to find.Decoding A VIN NumberA Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is not just a random set of characters. Its a coded guide to your cars unique identity. It gives details about its manufacturer, model, and the year it rolled off the assembly line. So, before diving into the decoding process, lets understand its structure.A VIN has 17 characters. Heres a brief
overview:Characters 1-3: World Manufacturer Identifier (WMI)Characters 4-8: Vehicle Descriptive Section (VDS)Character 9: Check digitCharacter 10: Model yearCharacter 11: Assembly plantCharacters 12-17: Vehicle Identifier Section (VIS)Lets decode these sections and explore them a bit further:1. World Manufacturer Identifier (WMI)The first three characters reveal who made the car and where.First Character: This indicates the region
where the car was manufactured. For example, cars made in the US start with 1, 4, or 5.Second Character: Highlights the manufacturer. For Ford, its F; for Chevy, its G.Third Character: Represents the vehicle type or manufacturing division.2. Vehicle Descriptive Section (VDS)This portion tells you specifics about the vehicles type, body, and series.Characters 4-5: Show the model or series.Characters 6-7: Indicate the body style, like sedan,
coupe, or convertible.Character 8: Pinpoints the engine type.3. Check DigitThe ninth character is a unique formula-derived number or letter for error checking. Its a way to validate the VIN for authenticity.4. Model YearThe tenth character signifies the model year of the car. Each year has a specific code. For instance, Y was for 2000 and A for 2010. The codes cycle every 30 years.5. Assembly PlantThis is a single character that stands for the
factory where your car was assembled. Each manufacturer has a unique set of codes for its plants.6. Vehicle Identifier Section (VIS)The final six characters give individual info about the car.Characters 12-14: These often relate to the model or series.Characters 15-17: These are unique to each vehicle. Theyre the sequential number the car received when it rolled off the assembly line.And, to test out what weve learned with how to track your car
by VIN, heres an example VIN: 1HGCM82633A004352.1HG tells you the car was made in the US by Honda.CM826 could mean its a Honda Accord V6.3 is the check digit.A indicates its a 2010 model.The assembly plant is 0.04352 is its unique number on the assembly line.What is VinCheckPro vehicle history report?VinCheckPro vehicle history report is a comprehensive resource that provides consumers with complete and accurate information
about a vehicles past and current condition. It includes details such as odometer readings, previous owners, damages, accidents, recalls, title information, and more. Why am I receiving an error message while trying to run the VIN check report?The VIN lookup tool returns an error like Invalid VIN after you input the 17-character combination. Ensure precise entry of valid characters: do not include the letters O (0), I (i), and Q (q) which are not
part of the standard format. This is to avoid confusion with numerals 0, 1, and 9. Who can benefit from VinCheckPros free VIN check? VinCheckPro car reports are an indispensable resource for people across different scenarios in the used car market. Whether youre a discerning buyer seeking transparency and confidence in your purchase, a seller striving to demonstrate the value of your vehicle, or simply someone curious about a vehicles
past, our reports provide comprehensive insights tailored to your needs. Where can I find the VIN number? You can find the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) in several locations on a vehicle:Dashboard: Look through the windshield on the drivers side. The VIN is often located on a metal plate at the base of the windshield, visible from outside the vehicle.Drivers Side Door Jamb: Open the drivers side door and inspect the door jamb. You may
find the VIN stamped or printed on a sticker affixed to the door frame.Engine Block: Check the front of the engine block. The VIN may be engraved or stamped onto the metal surface.Vehicle registration documents: Insurance cards, titles, registration paperwork, and insurance documentation. NewsMotorcyclesHelmetsReviewsGear GuideTee ShirtsMembers Big thanks to Jerry I recently had an inspection done here and the experience was
excellent from start to finish. The staff was knowledgeable, courteous, and took the time to explain everything clearly. The inspection was thorough and completed on time. I felt confident in the results and appreciated the transparency throughout the process. Highly recommend if you're looking for reliable and professional service. Hamza was professional, committed & respectful. Im going to recommend CARSWITCH to my friends &
colleagues.Its first time to deal with CARSWITCH. And Im looking forward to successful deal. I had an excellent experience withthe CarSwitch team, and a special thanks to Mr. SAQIB for his exceptional service Highly commendable Very skilled and reliableExtremely professional and dependable, A seamless and satisfyingexperience Truly trustworthy and highlyrecommended.The professionalism and dedication of the team were remarkable.
Great Experience . Special thanks to Mr. Sultan for the smooth inspection and professional approach. Highly recommended Extremely professional team . Their evaluation agent Kashif reached before time and did the job with utmost humility . Highly recommend this company . Huge shoutout to Jerry Pandian for his exceptional service today. She showed up promptly, conducted a detailed inspection of my Dodge Challenger, and captured high-
quality, professional photos for my car listing. His expertise and meticulous approach made the entire process seamless and hassle-free. Truly grateful for his amazing supportdefinitely recommend! Mr. Zohaib is very professional in inspecting my car and helping me to trust car switch and their service . Saqib , professional guy Over all Good service providing, Mr.Muhammad sameer is very experienced staff and very friendly to give
informations and guidance. It's very professional service done Mr.Saqib he is came on time very smooth work Amazing highly recommended Thank you carswitch Jerry did a very good and detailed inspection, very impressed and appreciate..thank you Friendly and professional. On time and very thorough. Great Quick service. Today, i had carswitch representative Mr. Saqib Igbal visiting my place to do inspection of my car to sell. He was very
cooperative and explained all processes well. Thank you so much. The inspector was nice and cooperative. Thanks! 5 stars to Kashif. Very professional and fast Kashif was great. Really helpful with the vehicle inspection The inspection service by Sultan was thorough and met all expectations. He clearly explained each finding, making the process smooth and hassle-free Sagib was amazing, he check the car and everything went very smoothly.
Perfect way of handling the inquiry. Starting from they calling, scheduling the appointment. Kashif was on time as per scheduled and he was well experienced in asking the right questions and inspecting the vehicle Amazing Professional service from CarSwitch. Sultan was leading the inspection perfectly and professionally. Came on time , performed his professional inspection on time. Recommend CarSwitch service and Sultan. I am a regular
customer of CarSwitch Page 2 I had a very comfortable and smooth experience selling my car with CarSwitch and their hardworking team. They took care of the entire processfrom car inspection to finding the right buyer, handling negotiations, and managing the transfer. Special kudos to Mr. Hamzah, whose support and positive energy made the whole experience truly five-star! Thank you for organizing the buyer within just 15 minutes of
postingthis was laser fast! I honestly didnt expect things to move this quickly. Really appreciate the swift turnaround and support in getting this wrapped up so early. If I came back to UAE again, i am gonna buy the car from you guys only. cheers! Big thanks to Jerry I recently had an inspection done here and the experience was excellent from start to finish. The staff was knowledgeable, courteous, and took the time to explain everything
clearly. The inspection was thorough and completed on time. I felt confident in the results and appreciated the transparency throughout the process. Highly recommend if you're looking for reliable and professional service. Hamza was professional, committed & respectful. Im going to recommend CARSWITCH to my friends & colleagues.Its first time to deal with CARSWITCH. And Im looking forward to successful deal. I had an excellent
experience withthe CarSwitch team, and a special thanks to Mr. SAQIB for his exceptional service Highly commendable Very skilled and reliableExtremely professional and dependable, A seamless and satisfyingexperience Truly trustworthy and highlyrecommended.The professionalism and dedication of the team were remarkable. Great Experience . Special thanks to Mr. Sultan for the smooth inspection and professional approach. Highly
recommended Extremely professional team . Their evaluation agent Kashif reached before time and did the job with utmost humility . Highly recommend this company . Huge shoutout to Jerry Pandian for his exceptional service today. She showed up promptly, conducted a detailed inspection of my Dodge Challenger, and captured high-quality, professional photos for my car listing. His expertise and meticulous approach made the entire
process seamless and hassle-free. Truly grateful for his amazing supportdefinitely recommend! Mr. Zohaib is very professional in inspecting my car and helping me to trust car switch and their service . Saqib , professional guy Over all Good service providing, Mr.Muhammad sameer is very experienced staff and very friendly to give informations and guidance. It's very professional service done Mr.Saqib he is came on time very smooth work
Amazing highly recommended Thank you carswitch Jerry did a very good and detailed inspection, very impressed and appreciate..thank you Friendly and professional. On time and very thorough. Great Quick service. Today, i had carswitch representative Mr. Saqib Igbal visiting my place to do inspection of my car to sell. He was very cooperative and explained all processes well. Thank you so much. The inspector was nice and cooperative.
Thanks! 5 stars to Kashif. Very professional and fast Kashif was great. Really helpful with the vehicle inspection The inspection service by Sultan was thorough and met all expectations. He clearly explained each finding, making the process smooth and hassle-free Saqib was amazing, he check the car and everything went very smoothly. Page 3 I had a very comfortable and smooth experience selling my car with CarSwitch and their hardworking



team. They took care of the entire processfrom car inspection to finding the right buyer, handling negotiations, and managing the transfer. Special kudos to Mr. Hamzah, whose support and positive energy made the whole experience truly five-star! Thank you for organizing the buyer within just 15 minutes of postingthis was laser fast! I honestly didnt expect things to move this quickly. Really appreciate the swift turnaround and support in
getting this wrapped up so early. If I came back to UAE again, i am gonna buy the car from you guys only. cheers! Big thanks to Jerry I recently had an inspection done here and the experience was excellent from start to finish. The staff was knowledgeable, courteous, and took the time to explain everything clearly. The inspection was thorough and completed on time. I felt confident in the results and appreciated the transparency throughout
the process. Highly recommend if you're looking for reliable and professional service. Hamza was professional, committed & respectful. Im going to recommend CARSWITCH to my friends & colleagues.Its first time to deal with CARSWITCH. And Im looking forward to successful deal. I had an excellent experience withthe CarSwitch team, and a special thanks to Mr. SAQIB for his exceptional service Highly commendable Very skilled and
reliableExtremely professional and dependable, A seamless and satisfyingexperience Truly trustworthy and highlyrecommended.The professionalism and dedication of the team were remarkable. Great Experience . Special thanks to Mr. Sultan for the smooth inspection and professional approach. Highly recommended Extremely professional team . Their evaluation agent Kashif reached before time and did the job with utmost humility . Highly
recommend this company . Huge shoutout to Jerry Pandian for his exceptional service today. She showed up promptly, conducted a detailed inspection of my Dodge Challenger, and captured high-quality, professional photos for my car listing. His expertise and meticulous approach made the entire process seamless and hassle-free. Truly grateful for his amazing supportdefinitely recommend! Mr. Zohaib is very professional in inspecting my car
and helping me to trust car switch and their service . Saqib , professional guy Over all Good service providing, Mr.Muhammad sameer is very experienced staff and very friendly to give informations and guidance. It's very professional service done Mr.Saqib he is came on time very smooth work Amazing highly recommended Thank you carswitch Jerry did a very good and detailed inspection, very impressed and appreciate..thank you Friendly
and professional. On time and very thorough. Great Quick service. Today, i had carswitch representative Mr. Saqib Igbal visiting my place to do inspection of my car to sell. He was very cooperative and explained all processes well. Thank you so much. The inspector was nice and cooperative. Thanks! 5 stars to Kashif. Very professional and fast Kashif was great. Really helpful with the vehicle inspection The inspection service by Sultan was
thorough and met all expectations. He clearly explained each finding, making the process smooth and hassle-free Sagib was amazing, he check the car and everything went very smoothly. Page 4 I had a very comfortable and smooth experience selling my car with CarSwitch and their hardworking team. They took care of the entire processfrom car inspection to finding the right buyer, handling negotiations, and managing the transfer. Special
kudos to Mr. Hamzah, whose support and positive energy made the whole experience truly five-star! Thank you for organizing the buyer within just 15 minutes of postingthis was laser fast! I honestly didnt expect things to move this quickly. Really appreciate the swift turnaround and support in getting this wrapped up so early. If I came back to UAE again, i am gonna buy the car from you guys only. cheers! Big thanks to Jerry I recently had an
inspection done here and the experience was excellent from start to finish. The staff was knowledgeable, courteous, and took the time to explain everything clearly. The inspection was thorough and completed on time. I felt confident in the results and appreciated the transparency throughout the process. Highly recommend if you're looking for reliable and professional service. Hamza was professional, committed & respectful. Im going to
recommend CARSWITCH to my friends & colleagues.Its first time to deal with CARSWITCH. And Im looking forward to successful deal. I had an excellent experience withthe CarSwitch team, and a special thanks to Mr. SAQIB for his exceptional service Highly commendable Very skilled and reliableExtremely professional and dependable, A seamless and satisfyingexperience Truly trustworthy and highlyrecommended.The professionalism and
dedication of the team were remarkable. Great Experience . Special thanks to Mr. Sultan for the smooth inspection and professional approach. Highly recommended Extremely professional team . Their evaluation agent Kashif reached before time and did the job with utmost humility . Highly recommend this company . Huge shoutout to Jerry Pandian for his exceptional service today. She showed up promptly, conducted a detailed inspection of
my Dodge Challenger, and captured high-quality, professional photos for my car listing. His expertise and meticulous approach made the entire process seamless and hassle-free. Truly grateful for his amazing supportdefinitely recommend! Mr. Zohaib is very professional in inspecting my car and helping me to trust car switch and their service . Saqib , professional guy Over all Good service providing, Mr.Muhammad sameer is very experienced
staff and very friendly to give informations and guidance. It's very professional service done Mr.Saqib he is came on time very smooth work Amazing highly recommended Thank you carswitch Jerry did a very good and detailed inspection, very impressed and appreciate..thank you Friendly and professional. On time and very thorough. Great Quick service. Today, i had carswitch representative Mr. Saqib Igbal visiting my place to do inspection of
my car to sell. He was very cooperative and explained all processes well. Thank you so much. The inspector was nice and cooperative. Thanks! 5 stars to Kashif. Very professional and fast Kashif was great. Really helpful with the vehicle inspection The inspection service by Sultan was thorough and met all expectations. He clearly explained each finding, making the process smooth and hassle-free Saqib was amazing, he check the car and
everything went very smoothly. Page 5 I had a very comfortable and smooth experience selling my car with CarSwitch and their hardworking team. They took care of the entire processfrom car inspection to finding the right buyer, handling negotiations, and managing the transfer. Special kudos to Mr. Hamzah, whose support and positive energy made the whole experience truly five-star! Thank you for organizing the buyer within just 15
minutes of postingthis was laser fast! I honestly didnt expect things to move this quickly. Really appreciate the swift turnaround and support in getting this wrapped up so early. If I came back to UAE again, i am gonna buy the car from you guys only. cheers! Big thanks to Jerry I recently had an inspection done here and the experience was excellent from start to finish. The staff was knowledgeable, courteous, and took the time to explain
everything clearly. The inspection was thorough and completed on time. I felt confident in the results and appreciated the transparency throughout the process. Highly recommend if you're looking for reliable and professional service. Hamza was professional, committed & respectful. Im going to recommend CARSWITCH to my friends & colleagues.Its first time to deal with CARSWITCH. And Im looking forward to successful deal. I had an
excellent experience withthe CarSwitch team, and a special thanks to Mr. SAQIB for his exceptional service Highly commendable Very skilled and reliableExtremely professional and dependable, A seamless and satisfyingexperience Truly trustworthy and highlyrecommended.The professionalism and dedication of the team were remarkable. Great Experience . Special thanks to Mr. Sultan for the smooth inspection and professional approach.
Highly recommended Extremely professional team . Their evaluation agent Kashif reached before time and did the job with utmost humility . Highly recommend this company . Huge shoutout to Jerry Pandian for his exceptional service today. She showed up promptly, conducted a detailed inspection of my Dodge Challenger, and captured high-quality, professional photos for my car listing. His expertise and meticulous approach made the entire
process seamless and hassle-free. Truly grateful for his amazing supportdefinitely recommend! Mr. Zohaib is very professional in inspecting my car and helping me to trust car switch and their service . Saqib , professional guy Over all Good service providing, Mr.Muhammad sameer is very experienced staff and very friendly to give informations and guidance. It's very professional service done Mr.Saqib he is came on time very smooth work
Amazing highly recommended Thank you carswitch Jerry did a very good and detailed inspection, very impressed and appreciate..thank you Friendly and professional. On time and very thorough. Great Quick service. Today, i had carswitch representative Mr. Saqib Igbal visiting my place to do inspection of my car to sell. He was very cooperative and explained all processes well. Thank you so much. The inspector was nice and cooperative.
Thanks! 5 stars to Kashif. Very professional and fast Kashif was great. Really helpful with the vehicle inspection The inspection service by Sultan was thorough and met all expectations. He clearly explained each finding, making the process smooth and hassle-free Sagib was amazing, he check the car and everything went very smoothly. Note: This post may contain affiliate links. This means we may earn a small commission for qualifying
purchases at no cost to you. Looking to take a trip down memory lane by tracking down your old car? Whether you want to repurchase your first vehicle or just reminisce about the one that got away, finding a previously owned car is possible with the right techniques.Well show you how to find a car you previously owned by using the VIN, as well as how to search when you dont have it. Gathering Essential InformationWhen trying to find a car
you previously owned, its important to gather some crucial information that will make your search easier. While you may not have all of this info, every bit helps when trying to track down an old car.Mileage and Service RecordsStart by collecting as much information as you can about your old cars mileage and service records. This will help you narrow down the list of potential matches when youre searching for your car.Keeping track of your
vehicles service history not only helps in tracking down your previous car but also adds value to the car if you decide to sell it in the future.Mileage Jot down the approximate mileage of your car when you last owned it.Service Records Collect any documentation related to the cars maintenance, repairs, and other services. Look for old receipts and invoices such as oil changes, tire replacements and rotations, and other scheduled
maintenance.The Importance of VINThe Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is a unique identifier assigned to each car. It plays a major role in tracing a car you previously owned. A VIN can reveal valuable information about the vehicle, such as its make, model, year of manufacture, and more.To locate your cars VIN, you can check old paperwork, such as registration, DEQ inspections, insurance forms, or even visit the repair shop or
dealership where you at some point had the vehicle serviced.Remember to keep your VIN safe and handy, as it will make unlocking essential details about your car much easier. Locating a particular car without a VIN isnt impossible, but just much harder.The Role of License PlatesLicense plate numbers are another piece of information that can help you trace your old car. Your cars license plate number might have changed since you last
owned it, but its still worth noting down the old license plate number, as it could help in your search.To use your old license plate number to track down your car, you can search for your old license plate number on public records, online databases, or an internet search engine like Google. If using a search engine, surround your license plate number with quotes (ie: ABC 123).Locating a Vehicle (With the VIN)Like social security numbers, each
vehicle has a unique VIN that allows you to access all sorts of information about it. You also need the VIN to register a vehicle in any state and get car insurance.To use the VIN to find your old car, perform a vehicle history check using an online VIN decoder. These tools are mainly used for when youre buying a used car but are great in locating previous cars as well. While there are some free ones, they will only tell you basic information such
as make, model, and vehicle options.To get more detailed information including: mileage, accidents, service records, owners, and general location of the vehicle, youll need to pay for a report using a service like carVertical or CarFax. You can use this information to help figure out where the vehicle currently is.CarFax is the older and more well-known service but carVertical is a newer kid on the block and often provides more detailed
information and at a much lower cost ($19.99 vs $39.99) for a single report. For outside the US, carVertical is by far the best option.While the vehicle history report wont state the specific location of your vehicle, it will narrow down your search to its current city and state. Since the report will contain the name of the current owner, you can trace and contact them on social media to discuss seeing the car.Related: Is It Safe to Share Your VIN
Number?In addition to using a premium VIN decoder site, you can use various search engines to find your old vehicle. Enter the VIN (with parenthesis around it) into every search engine you know (Google, Bing, Yahoo, Duck Duck Go, and others) and click the search button.You may get a search result that brings you a step closer to finding your old vehicle. Even if you dont get useful results on your first try, keep trying periodically until you
do.Cant the DMV Website Tell Me Who Owns My Car and Where It Is?The DMV (Department of Motor Vehicles) database does have that information, but you cant legally access it without proper authorization due to the federal Drivers Privacy Protection Act (DPPA) of 1994. While this restriction might seem inconvenient, it protects you and everyone else from unwanted persons accessing sensitive information.But if you REALLY want to get
around this, you can hire a licensed private investigator which may be exempt from the DPPA. The investigator will usually be able to obtain this information from the DMV when requested under certain well-defined purposes. See The Lost Car Registry for more info.What if I Cant Remember the VIN?If you dont remember your old vehicles VIN, there are ways to find it, such as:#1 Old DocumentsWhen you owned the vehicle, you handled
several documents that had the VIN on it, like registration papers, loan documents, insurance cards, and others. You might still have one of these documents at home, work, or even with your mechanic.If you were ever in an accident with the vehicle, youll likely have a police report that contains the VIN. Once you find a document that contains your old VIN, youre one step closer to locating your car or truck.#2 Old License Plate NumberWith
the license plate number of your old vehicle, you can get its VIN from your state DMV. The DMV will use the plate number to find the vehicle in their database and provide you with the VIN upon your request.#3 Drivers License NumberThe DMV keeps record of every vehicle youve registered under your license number, even if youve moved out of state and have a new drivers license. Theyll be able to provide you the VIN number by showing
your license.#4 Contact Your Auto InsurerThe auto insurer for your old car can give you its VIN. Before you can get the information, youll need to provide identification and some personal details. After proving your identity, the company should provide you with the VIN.#5 Bill of SaleWhenever you sell a vehicle, a simple bill of sale document is created and signed by both parties. In it, the vehicle VIN is almost always noted. Check your files at
home for a copy of this document.If you cant find the VIN anywhere, then you can try option two.Locating a Vehicle (Without the VIN)Without your old vehicles vehicle identification number, you cant run any database checks. In this case, you have to find the car or ask the person you sold it to or someone who knows the current owner to reveal the vehicles location.How Can You Find a Car You Used to Own Without a VIN?#1 Post
AdvertisementsYou can post ads online and offline to get the attention of the vehicles current owner or someone else whos seen the car. The ad must contain as many details as possible, such as the vehicle make, model, year, color, engine type, and other distinctive features.To get results quickly, place the ad in the vehicles last known location. Even if the vehicle has moved, someone in the area might contact you with useful information. It also
helps if your ad states why you are looking for the vehicle. Otherwise, people might be wary about responding.#2 Contact the BuyerIf you have the details of the person who bought the car, you can contact them to ask if they still have it or have details about who bought it from them. If you have a name, you can run an online search for a social media account or phone number to contact the person.#3 Use Online ForumsOn platforms like The
Lost Car Registry, you can post details and photos of your long lost vehicle. Members who have information about your old vehicle will share it.In addition, many makes and models of cars have their own unofficial online forums for enthusiasts. Sites like BimmerForums.com, AudiWorld.com, Honda-Tech.com, and CorvetteForum.com are a few popular ones.#4 Facebook GroupsLike online forums, there are many private Facebook groups for
automotive enthusiasts of a particular car manufacturer or model. Youll usually have better results finding a less common car thats popular with enthusiasts like an E30 BMW Ma3. If youre looking for an old Toyota Corolla, your odds locating it through a group or forum will be pretty low.Do you have a search method we didnt mention? Tell us about it in the comments. Lets talk about the emotional side of finding a car youve previously owned.
Its not just about locating the old metal that used to sit on your driveway; its about the personal connections and memories that the car holds.When you think about your old car, you might remember family road trips, first dates, Friday night drag races, and other unforgettable moments shared in the vehicle.Reclaiming that piece of your past can bring back a sense of nostalgia and sentimental value. However, you need to keep in mind that
some aspects of your life have changed, and the car might not hold the same place in your heart as it once did.Sellers remorse can also play a role in your emotional journey. Its not uncommon to feel regret after letting go of a car that meant a lot to you. But remember, there must have been a reason for selling it in the first place.Make sure you think through your intentions for finding your old car and evaluate whether reclaiming it is worth the
effort and expense.See Also: 20 Tips to Become a Better Driver and Car Owner NewsMotorcyclesHelmetsReviewsGear GuideTee ShirtsMembers VIN stands for Vehicle Identification Number. Its a code unique to each vehicle, just as a human fingerprint is. A VIN is composed of 17 characters (numbers and letters) that function as an identifier for a vehicle. Heres what each VIN character means: Source: Autocheck When looking to buy a pre-
owned car, you can use the VIN to obtain a vehicle history report. This VIN search can reveal the cars history, including accidents, title status, registration history, and more. All this information can help you determine if the vehicle is worth buying or has been stolen. In this article, you will learn how to use a VIN to track a car, especially if its been taken. Key Takeaways The VIN is unique to every car, like a fingerprint for humans. It contains
essential details about the vehicle.You can use the VIN to search for vehicle history.Some free websites offer VIN lookups, like the NICB and DMV.Paid lookup tools like BeenVerified and ClearVIN can give you more detailed vehicle search results.The VIN provides much information but does not work like GPS which allows real-time car tracking. Methods on How To Find A Car Using The VIN The VIN serves as a key to accessing a lot of details
about the history of a car and its current status. While buying or selling a used car, the VIN can help you get accurate information about the cars history. The following sections explain the four methods for finding a car using the VIN. 1. Visit NICBs official website to track a car using the VIN. The National Insurance Crime Bureau is a non-profit organization dedicated to combating and preventing insurance fraud and vehicle theft. NICB
partners with consumers, insurance firms, and law enforcement in fighting against insurance crimes. NICB has established a popular VINCheck database service for over 16 years. The platform has provided users with more than 5.5 million VIN searches, protecting consumers shopping for used cars. Recent updates to VINCheck allow users to take a picture of a cars VIN and use it to search for details about the car, instead of manually
entering the VIN. The NICB site limits searches to five in 24 hours per IP address. NICB VINCheck will tell you if the car you are searching for has been: reported as stolen or salvaged declared as a total loss after an accident Heres a step-by-step guide to using the NICBs official website to get car details using the VIN: Go to the National Insurance Crime Bureaus official website. Click on VINCHECK SEARCH in the upper-right corner of the
home page. Enter the cars VIN into the bar that says Look up a VIN. If you have a photo of the VIN, click the Camera icon, then Choose File. Click Agree to Terms and Conditions and verify that you are not a robot. Alt tag: National Insurance Crime Bureau Look up a VIN, Search VIN Alt tag: National Insurance Crime Bureau VINCheck results From there, you can see the search results of the car youre looking for. Various look-up tools can help
you get car details using the VIN. Car enthusiasts, buyers, and sellers frequently use these services to learn about a vehicles history. There are both free and paid tools available. While free tools can provide basic information about a vehicle, paid look-up tools can give a more comprehensive vehicle report. If you buy a used car, look-up tools help you check and validate the sellers claims. These services help you understand a cars potential
issues, accident history, and more. Specifically, look-up tools can provide you with details about the following: registration record ownership history recent sales transaction repairs history odometer readings and history previous usage type (rental, personal, fleet) Here are some of the top look-up tools that you can use to get details about the car with the VIN: Did You Know?Unlike registration numbers, a cars VIN cannot be changed. A VIN is
assigned to a new car during the production process, not after its been sold to an owner. Its also permanent. BeenVerified BeenVerified gives you more details about a car by simply entering the VIN. The platform runs a search through public records and provides the following car information: accident record theft record salvage record market value recalls ownership history warranties specification details BeenVerified merges public record
information from different sources and creates a database. This gives more comprehensive vehicle search results. The platform is easy to use and is available on mobile apps for iOS and Android. For pricing, BeenVerified offers a 7-day trial for a minimal fee of $1, and after that, youll be charged based on your subscription plan: One-month subscription: $26.89/month Three-month subscription: $17.48/month If youre interested in using
BeenVerified to find car details, follow these steps: Go to BeenVerified.com. Click on Vehicle Search. Alt tag: BeenVerified vehicle search Enter the VIN. Tap Search to let BeenVerified start searching for car details associated with the VIN. Alt tag: BeenVerified enter VIN on the search bar and hit search Tap on the information you would like to be included in the BeenVerified search. Click Continue, and wait for the search to be completed. Alt
tag: BeenVerified what information are you interested in, Continue button To see the results, enter your email address. If you have a membership or subscription, tap Click Here to login to your BeenVerified account. Alt tag: BeenVerified Save your results, enter email address and continue If you are not yet a member, BeenVerified will ask you to subscribe to view the report. It only takes a few minutes to complete the subscription process. You
can choose a 7-day economy trial for $1 or a $5 luxury subscription with a PDF report download. ClearVIN is a VIN check service that offers car history reports. It partners with the National Motor Vehicle Titling Information System (NMVTIS) and the US Department of Justice, aiming to provide reliable information about used car buyers. ClearVIN also utilizes data from salvage yards, towing agencies, financial institutions, federal agencies,
and local departments. These allow the platform to provide detailed information, which include the following: car ownership changes in title insurance information theft history records car sales history market values safety recalls Unlike other lookup tools that work on a subscription basis, ClearVINs pricing is based on the number of reports you need. Heres their pricing per report: 1 report: $14.99 3 reports: $21.98 ($7.32 per report) 5
reports: $28.99 ($5.79 per report) To start searching through a VIN on ClearVIN, follow the steps below: Visit ClearVINs official website. Click Resources and VIN Lookup. You can also get an instant vehicle report by entering the 17-character VIN and clicking Lookup VIN Now. Alt tag: ClearVIN resources drop down VIN Lookup Enter the 17-character VIN in the search bar and verify that you are not a robot. ClearVIN gives you the option to
enter your license plate to search for vehicle history. Click Check VIN for Free. Alt tag: ClearVIN get your VIN Lookup now page Wait for ClearVIN to generate a report. You must pay to get the full report of the vehicle that youre looking for. Alt tag: ClearVIN vehicle history report, purchase full history Select your report package from the different options. After payment, you will be directed to a page containing the vehicle report. Heres an
example of a full report that you can get from ClearVIN: Image source: ClearVIN Note:While ClearVin provides a detailed report, such as ownership history, the federal law prohibits the disclosure of the owners personal information. Its illegal to reveal the previous owners information, especially their drivers license, vehicle registration, and other records. 3. Check Auction Websites Where The Vehicle Might Get Listed If your car is stolen or
missing, one way to track it is by checking auction websites. Car auction websites offer a platform for buying and selling used cars. These sites offer transparency with detailed listings, vehicle history reports, and research tools that ensure informed decision-making. Alt tag: One way to track stolen cars is to check auction sites. Copart, in particular, allows buyers to browse their listings easily using the VIN or license plate. It is an online
vehicle auction platform that lists salvage and used vehicles. Copart has a vehicle lookup service that allows you to track a vehicle using its VIN. By inputting the VIN, you can access the following details: cars history condition auction status car images damage details vehicle description (make, model, year) title status (clean, salvage, damaged, rebuilt, etc.) estimated repair cost The following steps describe how you can use the Copart auction
site to track a car with a VIN: Go to Copart.com. Enter the VIN on the search bar and hit Search Inventory. Alt tag: Copart.com VIN search Check the vehicle history results. Alt tag: Copart VIN search result You can also see auction details in the results, like the starting bid and the auctions end time. The US Department of Motor Vehicles, or DMV, is a government agency responsible for vehicle registration, licensing, and records. You can get
car details using the VIN by contacting your local DMV. Consulting the DMV gives you access to their authoritative resources and expertise on vehicle tracking. This move ensures that you get accurate and reliable information. Here are step-by-step instructions for contacting your local DMV to track a vehicle using its VIN: Click this link to get your states DMV contact number. Inquire about tracking a car by its VIN. Follow the DMVs
instructions. Provide documents related to your query. Wait for the results and review them. Alternatively, you can use your states DMV website to do your own VIN lookup search: Go to dmv.usa.com. Enter your State in the Search DMV by State search box. You can also look for your state in a list like the one below. Alt tag: DMV USA search DMV by state Search for Vehicle or Driver Record Request or Vehicle Information Request on your
chosen states result page. In California, this is where you can begin your vehicle record request using the DMV website: Alt tag: California DMV vehicle record request page Depending on your states DMV site, you may need to create an account and complete a registration process before you can do anything. This process may also require you to enter your email address and contact number. Follow the DMVs instructions for your VIN lookup
or vehicle history request. Note:Most DMV transactions are not free. They come with a $2 convenience fee. Wrapping-Up There are free and paid sites that let you search for vehicle history using a VIN. The free ones provide enough details to start your car hunt. However, if you prefer to receive more comprehensive reports to hasten your search, choose the paid services. Tracking a car by VIN reveals its last service location, market value,
accident history, and more. This code can significantly help you choose a used car or track a stolen one. FAQ On How To Track a Car By VIN Is the chassis number and VIN the same? Yes, the two are the same. The chassis number is more commonly known as the VIN. Is it safe to give out your VIN? Giving your VIN to a potential buyer when selling your car is generally safe. But, before you share personal information like your VIN, take
precautions and verify the buyers identity and motivations first. How accurate are vehicle history reports? Not all vehicle history reports are accurate. However, information from government records, insurance companies, and auto dealerships is generally more trustworthy. How do I check if a VIN is valid? One way to determine whether a VIN is valid is to see if it contains 17 characters. It should not have invalid characters like i or 0. You can
also check your VIN on the NICB site to see if it works. What can someone do with my VIN? While your VIN may be visible to others, scammers may take it and use it to register a stolen vehicle in your name. They can be involved in VIN cloning and may use your VIN on other schemes. Sources Clark NewsDirect Data Prot Dallas News Bestvindecoder Acko When you are researching where a car is and where it has been, it is easier to perform a
tracking search if you have an identifiable number such as a vehicle identification number (VIN). Tracking a vehicle's VIN might not be free, but the results are accurate and useful. Go to the Carfax website to obtain a detailed report on the vehicle you want to track (see Resources below). A Carfax report will show you the names of current and previous owners and the dates they owned the vehicle. Determine the vehicle's whereabouts. Take
the name of the current owner as outlined by the Carfax report and use your local phone book or an online phone directory to obtain the address and phone number. Keep in mind that the current owner's address may not be the current location of the car. The owner may have lived at several different addresses or someone else may be using the vehicle. Visit the state's Department of Motor Vehicles Web site. This site usually allows users to
input a VIN and obtain corresponding information for the vehicle such as a license plate or driver's license number. Find out the privacy rules for your state before you do this kind of tracking so you don't break any laws. Drive to the owner's address. Look for the car. If it is there, your tracking has been a success. Wait for the owner to return if you don't see the car. Sit on the side of the street; the person may drive the vehicle past you and pull
into his driveway. It is more likely that you have come across the term VIN when buying or insuring a vehicle, but it is also possible that maybe the meaning is what has puzzled you the most. Whenever you want to buy or sell a car online, the best option would be to go for platforms such as Carswitch where you can do it without any hassle.Lets decode VIN (vehicle identification number) as we discuss it thoroughly while explaining what it
means for every vehicle.A VIN is an ideally standardized means to record an ID for every kind of car manufactured. The first time VINs were introduced was back in 1954 in the US. However, at the outset, VINs were not standardized as every manufacturer had its own system of allocating number IDs to every vehicle.These days, a VIN has as many as 17 digits, which includes certain numbers and also capital letters. The best thing about a VIN
is that it offers a distinguished ID for your car. The VIN can help you quite easily when it comes to checking a cars specifications as it gives you an idea about where it was built, and who manufactured it. Other ID elements comprise insurance details as well as issues from the cars history, such as recalls and thefts.Read More: Everything you should know about a VINFinding a VIN can be pretty simple and easy as you can easily find it on the
drivers side dashboard. Moreover, in some of the cases, the number can be found on the inside of the drivers side door near the latch. It is pertinent to mention here that a VIN can also be found on insurance policies, vehicle registrations, and also auto loan documents.VIN information is more specifically organized in groups, and a thorough search of your VIN can easily let you know about your car. The best part is that there is also a bit of
fraud detection in the VIN as well in the form of the check digit, that is described in detail below.As far as the first group of three numbers and letters in a VIN is concerned, it can easily make up the world manufacturer identifier (WMI).In this group, the very first digit or letter tells you about the country of origin. Lets take the example of 1, 4 or 5 which indicate the cars made in the U.S. The digits for Canada and Mexico are 2 and 3
respectively. The digit for Japan is J, England is S, South Korea is K, Germany is W, and Sweden or Finland is Y.The second element in the first group lets you know about the manufacturer. In certain cases, its the letter that starts with the manufacturers name. Lets take the example Audi that is indicated by A, BMW by B, G is for General Motors, L is for Lincoln, and N is for Nissan. However, it is also worth mentioning that A can also stand for
Jaguar or Mitsubishi, and Audi can also be represented by R. The confusion is removed by the third digit that ties it all together.The third digit, when joined together with the first two letters or numbers, reveals the vehicles type or manufacturing division.The vehicle descriptor section comprises the second group of next six digits (positions 4-9).As far as the numbers 4 through 8 are concerned, they describe the car with the kind of information
such as the model, transmission type, body type, restraint system, and engine code.In addition, number 9 is the check digit and which is used to detect invalid VINs.The final group of eight elements (10-17) indicates the vehicle identifier section.The model year is revealed by the letter in 10th position. In addition, the letter or number in position 11 reveals the manufacturing plant where the vehicle got assembled.Last but not the least, the last
six digits (12-17) indicate the production sequence numbers that each car receives on the assembly line. Download Article Download Article A Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is like a fingerprint: each vehicle has its own unique number. If your vehicle has been stolen, you can find it by running a vehicle history report. Because finding a stolen vehicle is difficult, you should use all available methods and involve the police. 1Find your VIN.
Your vehicles VIN should have 17 characters and be something like 2T3CUG6EEOAUC12345. You can normally find it on a sticker by the right hood latch or on the bottom left-hand side of the windshield. But if you don't have the car in your possession, you can also find it in other places like:[1]The title or registration. Contact your states Department of Motor Vehicles if you dont have a copy on you.Your insurance documents. If your insurance
documents were in the vehicle, you can contact your insurer and ask for the number.The owners manual. Sometimes a VIN is listed there. 20btain a vehicle history report. A vehicles VIN will be entered into a database whenever someone registers, titles, or services a vehicle. You can get a vehicle history report from a variety of companies, such as AutoCheck or CarFax. Although there are companies that offer free reports, their reports contain
only generic information.Visit a website and order by paying with a credit card. The report should pull up automatically. Advertisement 3Review the report. It should show a chronological list of places where the vehicle was titled, registered, and serviced. Look for the most recent service or registration: your vehicle might be there.[2]4Search the VINCheck database. The vehicle might have been in an accident and junked. The National
Insurance Crime Bureau has created a website you can search to see if the vehicle has been reported as stolen or salvaged.VINCheck will peruse all reports of stolen, salvaged, and lost vehicles from the past five years. It will show the current location, if available.5Contact the authorities where your vehicle is located. You might find that the vehicle is currently in a different state or county. Contact the police in that area and explain that your
vehicle has been stolen. Offer to fax them a copy of your police report and vehicle history report. They should investigate and get the vehicle back. Advertisement 1Gather important information about the vehicle. The police will need as much identifying information as possible. Collect the following:[3]The vehicles year, make, and model.The vehicles color.The license plate number. You might not remember it, so call your insurer and explain
that the vehicle is missing. They should be able to give you the license plate number.2Document information about the thief. The police will appreciate any leads you have about the thief. If you saw someone, write down what they looked likegender, age, race, height, hair color, etc. Also note any distinguishing features, such as a limp.[4]3Call the police. Call them as soon as possible. Report that you are the owner and that your vehicle has been
stolen. They will take down the information about the vehicle.Request a copy of the police report, which you will need to show you insurer.If you are without transportation, ask the police to mail the report to you.4Find security video. If you didnt see the thief, you can still search for security video footage from nearby businesses. Stop in with a copy of your police report and tell them someone stole your vehicle. Ask if you can see the security
footage for the day in question.If you want, you can let the police contact the business owners about security footage. However, police are often swamped and might not get around to it. Many communities also have community security cameras. Stop into your town office to ask if you can view it.[5] Advertisement 1Check your citys transportation website. If your vehicle gets ticketed, the information should be entered into the citys database.
Youll search by license plate number (not VIN). Go online and enter the information. If you can find the vehicle, call the police.[6]2Look at online sales. Many thieves try to sell vehicles, usually online. They might publish photographs and other identifying information. Scroll through the listings to see if you can find your vehicle. The following are popular online marketplaces:AutotraderCraigslistCars.comeBay Motors3Work with taxicab
companies. Cab drivers are always driving around, so they can keep an eye out for your vehicle. Call up your local taxi cab company and describe your vehicle. Offer a reward if anyone finds it.[7]Offer a large enough reward so that cabbies will have an incentive to check. If possible, offer more than $100.4Call OnStar or a similar company. Many vehicles come equipped with Onstar or similar technology that can track your vehicle using GPS.
You should call the company to report that your vehicle is missing.[8]Call OnStar at 1-888-4-ONSTAR. The company can remotely block the engine from starting.[9] Advertisement Co-authored by: Certified Automotive Technician This article was co-authored by Audra Fordin. Audra Fordin is a Certified Automotive Technician, the Founder of Women Auto Know, and the Owner of Great Bear Auto Repair in Flushing, New York. With more than 38
years of experience, she has intensive knowledge about foreign and domestic auto repairs. Audra has been featured on numerous news and talk shows such as The Today Show, Inside Edition, and Anderson Cooper. This article has been viewed 375,858 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated: February 24, 2025 Views:375,858 Categories: Legal Documents for Driving | Car Identification and Registration PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all
authors for creating a page that has been read 375,858 times. "This story had a lot of contact info that I was completely unaware of. I had the information I needed when I got to the DMV, and things went fairly smoothly. I even was able to give the clerk there a link that they didn't know about."..." more Share your story Download Article Download Article A Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is like a fingerprint: each vehicle has its own
unique number. If your vehicle has been stolen, you can find it by running a vehicle history report. Because finding a stolen vehicle is difficult, you should use all available methods and involve the police. 1Find your VIN. Your vehicles VIN should have 17 characters and be something like 2T3CU6EEOAUC12345. You can normally find it on a sticker by the right hood latch or on the bottom left-hand side of the windshield. But if you don't have the
car in your possession, you can also find it in other places like:[1]The title or registration. Contact your states Department of Motor Vehicles if you dont have a copy on you.Your insurance documents. If your insurance documents were in the vehicle, you can contact your insurer and ask for the number.The owners manual. Sometimes a VIN is listed there. 20btain a vehicle history report. A vehicles VIN will be entered into a database whenever
someone registers, titles, or services a vehicle. You can get a vehicle history report from a variety of companies, such as AutoCheck or CarFax. Although there are companies that offer free reports, their reports contain only generic information.Visit a website and order by paying with a credit card. The report should pull up automatically. Advertisement 3Review the report. It should show a chronological list of places where the vehicle was
titled, registered, and serviced. Look for the most recent service or registration: your vehicle might be there.[2]4Search the VINCheck database. The vehicle might have been in an accident and junked. The National Insurance Crime Bureau has created a website you can search to see if the vehicle has been reported as stolen or salvaged.VINCheck will peruse all reports of stolen, salvaged, and lost vehicles from the past five years. It will show
the current location, if available.5Contact the authorities where your vehicle is located. You might find that the vehicle is currently in a different state or county. Contact the police in that area and explain that your vehicle has been stolen. Offer to fax them a copy of your police report and vehicle history report. They should investigate and get the vehicle back. Advertisement 1Gather important information about the vehicle. The police will need
as much identifying information as possible. Collect the following:[3]The vehicles year, make, and model.The vehicles color.The license plate number. You might not remember it, so call your insurer and explain that the vehicle is missing. They should be able to give you the license plate number.2Document information about the thief. The police will appreciate any leads you have about the thief. If you saw someone, write down what they looked
likegender, age, race, height, hair color, etc. Also note any distinguishing features, such as a limp.[4]3Call the police. Call them as soon as possible. Report that you are the owner and that your vehicle has been stolen. They will take down the information about the vehicle.Request a copy of the police report, which you will need to show you insurer.If you are without transportation, ask the police to mail the report to you.4Find security video. If
you didnt see the thief, you can still search for security video footage from nearby businesses. Stop in with a copy of your police report and tell them someone stole your vehicle. Ask if you can see the security footage for the day in question.If you want, you can let the police contact the business owners about security footage. However, police are often swamped and might not get around to it. Many communities also have community security
cameras. Stop into your town office to ask if you can view it.[5] Advertisement 1Check your citys transportation website. If your vehicle gets ticketed, the information should be entered into the citys database. Youll search by license plate number (not VIN). Go online and enter the information. If you can find the vehicle, call the police.[6]2Look at online sales. Many thieves try to sell vehicles, usually online. They might publish photographs and
other identifying information. Scroll through the listings to see if you can find your vehicle. The following are popular online marketplaces:AutotraderCraigslistCars.comeBay Motors3Work with taxicab companies. Cab drivers are always driving around, so they can keep an eye out for your vehicle. Call up your local taxi cab company and describe your vehicle. Offer a reward if anyone finds it.[7]Offer a large enough reward so that cabbies will
have an incentive to check. If possible, offer more than $100.4Call OnStar or a similar company. Many vehicles come equipped with Onstar or similar technology that can track your vehicle using GPS. You should call the company to report that your vehicle is missing.[8]Call OnStar at 1-888-4-ONSTAR. The company can remotely block the engine from starting.[9] Advertisement Co-authored by: Certified Automotive Technician This article was
co-authored by Audra Fordin. Audra Fordin is a Certified Automotive Technician, the Founder of Women Auto Know, and the Owner of Great Bear Auto Repair in Flushing, New York. With more than 38 years of experience, she has intensive knowledge about foreign and domestic auto repairs. Audra has been featured on numerous news and talk shows such as The Today Show, Inside Edition, and Anderson Cooper. This article has been viewed
375,858 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated: February 24, 2025 Views:375,858 Categories: Legal Documents for Driving | Car Identification and Registration PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 375,858 times. "This story had a lot of contact info that I was completely unaware of. I had the information I needed when I got to the DMV, and things went fairly smoothly. I even was able to give the
clerk there a link that they didn't know about."..." more Share your story Need a simpler way to manage your vehicle fleet? Stop relying on outdated methods and gain real-time control. With Orca Scan, you can easily track cars using their VINs. Record inspections, movements, and key details instantly, accessing all data directly from your smartphone or computer. Use this solution Use in mobile Have you ever tried desperately trying to figure
out the whereabouts of your car? You know the feeling: frustration, helplessness, and a nagging worry that something might have gone wrong. While tracking a cars real-time location solely based on the VIN is not feasible, because the VIN itself doesnt contain GPS or tracking capabilities. The good news is that technology has brought us modern solutions to track a car by its VIN. And the best part: a simple, accessible resource such as a
background check can make all the difference in your search. In this article, discover how to track your car using its VIN. Can you track a cars location using its VIN? The VIN is a specific code assigned to each vehicle, and it serves as a crucial identifier when researching a cars background. While the VIN is an essential identifier for a vehicle, it does not provide real-time location-tracking capabilities. However, numerous approaches can help
determine a cars location, which is combining VIN with other tools. Discover the different ways you can determine the location of your car using the methods below. 1. National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) The National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) is an organization focused on combating insurance fraud and vehicle theft. Heres how the NICB can assist in tracking a cars location using its VIN: Step 1: Visit their official website and
access the VINCheck search. Step 2: Enter the VIN of the car youd like to track. Step 3: Once you have entered the VIN, submit the request to initiate the search. Step 4: Review the results based on the provided VIN. You may want to explore specialized lookup tools if you require more advanced tracking capabilities and real-time location information. They go beyond the scope of NICBs database and can provide more comprehensive data on a
vehicles history and current location. Different Lookup tools can help track a cars location using its VIN. You can access databases that compile information related to a vehicles history and current status. These tools can help you track a cars location by providing data such as the following: Registration records Ownership History Recent sales transactions Analyzing these details can gain you insights into the cars whereabouts and potentially
locate it. BeenVerified BeenVerified is a safe and well-known online platform that offers a wide range of public records search services. While primarily known for its people search capabilities, BeenVerified also provides access to vehicle history records. Heres a step-by-step procedure on how to do it: Step 1: Visit the BeenVerified website and log into your account. Step 2: Access the vehicle search feature. Step 3: Enter the cars VIN youd like
to track. Step 4: Initiate the search for BeenVerified to start retrieving information related to the vehicle. Step 5: Review the results and analyze the information. BeenVerified offers additional features, such as reverse address lookup or mapping tools, which can help you further track the cars location. Also, their subscription plans offer unlimited access to reports and searches during the period. The best thing about BeenVerified is that they
offer a $1 trial for 7 days. In addition to BeenVerified, another practical tool for tracking a car using its VIN is EpicVIN. EpicVIN EpicVIN is an online platform that specializes in comprehensive vehicle history reports. Along with detailed information about a vehicles past, it can also track a car based on its VIN. The platform allows users to access crucial data points about a cars whereabouts by leveraging the vast database and industry
connections. Below are steps on using EpicVIN to track a car using its VIN: Step 1: Go to the EpicVIN website. Step 2: Create an account or log in. Step 3: Access the vehicle history report feature. Step 4: Enter the cars VIN youd like to track. Step 5: Initiate the search. Step 6: Review the vehicle history report. If you prefer a more direct approach to tracking a car using its VIN, contacting your local Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) can be
a viable option. 3. Call Your Local DMV The DMV is a government agency responsible for vehicle registration and records. By reaching out to them, you can inquire about a car based on its VIN and access official records that can give you insights. Consulting your local DMV allows you to tap into their authoritative resources and expertise in tracking vehicles, ensuring accurate and reliable information. Here are detailed instructions on
contacting your local DMV to track a car using its VIN: Step 1: Determine your local DMV online or check your local governments website. Step 2: Gather the necessary information before contacting your local DMV to ensure you have readily available details. Step 3: Locate contact information for your local DMV. Step 4: Call the DMV office responsible for vehicle registration. Step 5: Inquire about tracking a car by its VIN. Step 6: Follow the
DMVs instructions. Step 7: Provide necessary documentation. Step 8: Await the DMVs response, then review the provided data. Knowing where to find this unique identifier is essential to track a cars location or accessing vehicle history using the VIN. Where Can You Find a Cars VIN? You can find a cars Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) in several locations, both on the vehicle itself and its associated documents. Here are some familiar
places to look for a cars VIN: The metal plate or sticker at the base of the windshield, near the dashboard. On a metal plate on the door jamb. On the firewall or near the engine block. On the vehicle registration documents. On your car insurance paperwork, card, or policy documents. On the vehicle title document. Now that you know where to find a cars VIN learning this identifiers information is necessary. Tracking a cars location using its
VIN has become more accessible with various tools and resources available. Although the VIN does not provide real-time tracking capabilities, combining it with other methods can help determine a cars whereabouts. If you want to search a vehicle by VIN, you might be disappointed to learn that there is no direct way to get its real-time location unless it has a GPS tracking device installed. That doesnt mean that the VIN is useless for finding
out where the vehicle is or has been, however. It can reveal a lot of valuable information about the vehicle's location history, for example, where the vehicle was registered, auctioned, or previously repaired. What is a Car Locator? Its a service that enables you to track the location of a car using its VIN. It collects data from various sources, such as auto repair shops, insurance companies, government agencies, or even law enforcement. If the
car was stolen, you can even find out where the incident took place and when it was last spotted. So, this service is useful for spotting stolen units, verifying the vehicles history, or determining the risks it may have been exposed to based on its prior locations. Where is VIN Located? If you need to find a car by VIN, you first have to get its vehicle identification number. Its unique for every vehicle and will be found in different locations
depending on the type and model. The two main placements are: On the driver's side dashboard, near the windshield. You can see it from outside the vehicle; On the driver's side door jamb, where the door latches when it is closed. However, these placements may vary depending on the model. Some other possible locations are: Steering column, under the hood; Frame or chassis, under the vehicle; Engine block, near the front of the vehicle;
Firewall, between the engine and the passenger compartment. Other vehicle types, such as motorcycles, RVs, trailers, etc., have VINs, too. However, their locations may differ. For these vehicles, its better to refer to the owner's manual or service manual for the exact location. You don't need a hard copy of the manual, as you can easily find a soft copy PDF version on the web. So, what information can you get from decoding the VIN alone?
Well, there is not much you can get from the VIN itself, except the location of the original plant of manufacture. Now, you need a history report for more details on the location. It can provide you with an account of the ownership changes, showing the different states where the unit was registered. It's then possible to then use this information to try to determine how the automobile was used and the risks it may have been exposed to such as
fire damage, flooding, etc. You can also spot discrepancies in the title. Other than that, the vehicle locator can also give you the date, place where the vehicle was seen, and the source of information if the vehicle was ever reported as stolen. Examples The VIN Check report can provide different types of information about a vehicle's prior location from its history, such as: Theft & Recovery Records: These records show if the vehicle was ever
reported stolen or recovered by law enforcement agencies or insurance companies. They also indicate the date, location, and status of the theft or recovery. Registration History/Title Records: The entries reveal the state of title of the vehicle, which indicates who owns the vehicle and if there are any liens or loans on it. You will also determine the date, location, and mileage of each registration or title change. Sales Records: You can learn how
much the vehicle was listed for sale, who was the seller, and where the seller was located. The report also includes the date and location of each reported sales transaction. Junk/Salvage/Insurance Records: The entry reveals if the vehicle was ever declared as junk, salvage, or total loss by an insurance company or a junkyard. Youll also see the reporting entity and their location with a phone number, as well as the location and reason for the
title declaration. When is Vehicle Tracking Helpful? Tracking a Stolen Car VIN vehicle tracking can help you find your car if it has been stolen or misplaced. However, a VIN doesnt allow you to track your car in real time, as it is not connected to any GPS or cellular network. You can only use the VIN to check the vehicles records and see if it has been reported as stolen or recovered by the authorities. Another way to track a stolen unit is by
using Bluetooth technology. If your car has a Bluetooth device installed, such as a stereo system or a tracker, you can use your smartphone or another Bluetooth-enabled device to locate it within a certain range. Now, this method has drawbacks, such as limited battery life, interference from other devices, and dependence on the thiefs actions. For example, if the thief turns off the Bluetooth device or moves the car out of the Bluetooth range,
you will not be able to track it anymore. So, while VIN vehicle tracking and Bluetooth tracking are useful tools for finding a stolen vehicle, they are not foolproof or reliable. You should always report to the police and your insurance company as soon as possible, and follow their instructions. Similarly, consider installing other security features, such as an alarm system, a steering wheel lock, or a GPS tracker, to discourage theft and increase your
chances of recovery. Buying a Second-Hand Vehicle By using the VIN, you can check the sale history and see how many owners the unit has had, how often it has been serviced, and whether it has been involved in any accidents or repairs. It's vital information that you should know before buying a used car, as it can affect the unit's performance, reliability, and value. Trying to locate a car by VIN number can help you avoid buying a car that has
hidden problems or defects, and ensure that you get a fair deal. Finding Out When the Car was Towed You can also find a towed car by VIN number. The VIN Check Locator report can reveal when the car was towed and why. The report includes a section on Lien/Impound/Export Records, which shows if the car has any outstanding liens if it was impounded by the authorities, or if it was exported to another country. These records can indicate
when the vehicle was towed and provide more details about the circumstances of the towing. For example, you may see if the vehicle was towed due to unpaid parking tickets, mechanical problems, or involvement in a crime. The information will help you avoid buying a unit that has a troubled history or hidden issues. What Vehicles can be Checked? You can check various types of vehicles, such as: RVs, trailers, and motorhomes; Motorbikes;
Commercial vehicles; All-terrain vehicles; Coaches. Can I Track a Car in Real Time? The VIN is not like a GPS device that can tell you where a car is right now. So, it's not easy to track a car by VIN and get a precise location. Still, you get to find out about the car's past locations, with useful details of where previous owners were located, or where they had the car fixed. This may help you figure out who to contact and how to go about getting
your automobile back if it's lost or stolen. Is Searching Cars by VIN Legal? Of course! It's totally legal to locate a car by VIN number as long as the service respects the privacy of the people and follows all the relevant laws and rules, like the Driver's Privacy Protection Act. You won't get any personal details about the driver or owner from our service, just information about the vehicle and where it is. Conclusion VIN Check is the ultimate tool
for locating any vehicle's history, condition, and value. Whether you are buying or selling a car, truck, motorcycle, or RV, you need to know what you are getting into. Our VIN check will help you avoid scams, frauds, and lemon deals by providing you with comprehensive and accurate information from reliable sources. You can search a vehicle by VIN from any device, anytime, anywhere, and get instant results. Don't take any chances with your
hard-earned money and time. Find the location today and learn the history of your car! How does finding a car by VIN work, and what can I learn from it?The VIN is utilized by government agencies, repair facilities, auction houses, and law enforcement to collect all the events related to a car, which are then stored in a database. Finding the car by VIN entails requesting this data, which provides information about its previous owners, accidents,
repairs, reported mileage, and more.What are the benefits of finding a car by VIN for buyers and sellers?Well, it saves you from a lot of headaches and regrets. When you find a car by VIN, you can access the vehicle history report, which reveals important information about the unit's past. You will learn if your next purchase has been in any accidents, whether it has any recalls, or if it has a clean title.How can I trust the accuracy and security of
the information I get from finding a car by VIN?You may rest assured that the information you get when you search vehicle by VIN is accurate and secure. FAXVIN utilizes a good number of reliable sources to provide the most accurate and up-to-date information. Our reports are quite transparent, as we provide a preview of categories of data for the paid report, allowing you to make an informed purchase. Enjoy sharper detail, more accurate
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it allows you to uncover important information about a vehicles history. Here are some of the benefits of using VIN tracing for research and investigations: Vehicle Identification: The VIN is a unique identifier that provides essential information about the vehicle, including its make, model, year, and country of origin. This information can be used to verify the identity of a vehicle and ensure that it matches the information provided by the seller.
Accident History: VIN tracing can help you determine if a vehicle has been involved in an accident, and the extent of the damage. This information can be crucial in determining the value of a vehicle and whether it is safe to drive. Title History: Tracing the VIN can reveal important information about a vehicles title history, including the number of previous owners, liens, and other details that may affect the value and ownership of the vehicle.
Service History: By tracing the VIN, you can access a vehicles service history and maintenance records. This can be helpful in determining the overall condition of the vehicle and identifying any potential issues or maintenance needs. Fraud Detection: VIN tracing can be used to detect fraud or other criminal activity related to vehicle sales. For example, if a seller is trying to pass off a stolen vehicle as legitimate, tracing the VIN can reveal the
truth and help law enforcement recover the stolen property. In summary, VIN tracing can be a powerful tool for research and investigations related to vehicle sales and registration. By accessing important information about a vehicles history, you can make informed decisions and avoid potential fraud or other issues. Whether youre a private investigator, journalist, or simply a car buyer, VIN tracing can provide essential information to help you
make the best decisions possible.
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