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After	finishing	second	in	Group	A	at	the	2025	FIFA	Club	World	Cup,	Inter	Miami	CF	will	meet	French	powerhouse	Paris	Saint-Germain	in	the	Round	of	16	on	Sunday	at	Atlanta	United's	Mercedes-Benz	Stadium.	How	to	watch	&	stream	When	Sunday,	June	29	|	12	pm	ET/9	am	PT	Where	Mercedes-Benz	Stadium	|	Atlanta,	Georgia	The	Herons	are	the
first	MLS	team	to	reach	the	Club	World	Cup	knockout	rounds,	and	now	they'll	look	to	progress	against	a	Group	B	winner	that's	fresh	off	a	historic	treble	–	one	including	Ligue	1	and	UEFA	Champions	League	titles.	The	PSG	vs.	Miami	winner	reaches	the	quarterfinals	on	July	5	at	Mercedes-Benz	Stadium,	moving	closer	to	the	July	13	final	at	MetLife
Stadium.	Additional	tournament	wins	net	teams	more	of	the	unprecedented	$1	billion	prize	pool,	as	well	as	global	notoriety	in	the	expanded	tournament	featuring	32	teams	from	six	confederations.	Group	A	runner-up:	1W-0L-2D	(5	points)	0-0	draw	vs.	Al	Ahly	2-1	win	vs.	FC	Porto	2-2	draw	vs.	Palmeiras	The	Herons	gained	momentum	throughout	Group
A,	ultimately	becoming	the	first-ever	MLS	team	to	reach	the	Club	World	Cup	knockout	rounds.	After	goalkeeper	Óscar	Ustari	was	the	hero	in	a	0-0	draw	with	Al	Ahly,	a	Lionel	Messi	trademark	free	kick	sealed	a	2-1	comeback	win	over	FC	Porto.	The	latter	result	made	Miami	the	first	Concacaf	(and	MLS)	team	to	beat	a	European	side	in	an	official
competition.	Up	against	Palmeiras	in	a	pivotal	Group	A	finale,	Luis	Suárez	and	Tadeo	Allende	scored	in	a	2-2	draw	to	keep	this	magical	run	going	for	head	coach	Javier	Mascherano's	team.	Now,	Messi	gets	a	PSG	reunion	after	spending	2021-23	at	the	historic	French	club.	Following	that	stint,	the	iconic	No.	10	made	his	transformative	move	to	Miami.
Group	B	winner:	2W-1L-0D	(6	points)	PSG	have	already	dispatched	one	MLS	team,	overpowering	Seattle	in	a	2-0	win	at	Lumen	Field.	Goals	from	Khvicha	Kvaratskhelia	and	Achraf	Hakimi	sealed	first	place	in	Group	B.	That	victory	marked	a	return	to	business	as	usual	for	PSG,	who	controlled	their	match	vs.	Botafogo	but	couldn't	solve	the	reigning
Brasileiro	Série	A	and	Copa	Libertadores	champions	in	a	1-0	defeat.	Head	coach	Luis	Enrique's	side	made	a	statement	of	intent	in	their	opening	contest,	soaring	to	a	4-0	triumph	over	fellow	European	powerhouse	Atlético	Madrid.	In	that	match,	midfielders	Fabián	Ruiz	and	Vitinha	got	on	the	scoresheet.	PSG	have	played	without	star	forward	Ousmane
Dembélé,	who's	recovering	from	a	hamstring	injury.	He	is	among	the	favorites	to	win	the	2025	Ballon	d'Or	award.	Inter	Miami	CF	Match	Reaction	FIFA	Club	World	Cup	The	2025	Club	World	Cup	round	of	16	match	between	PSG	and	Inter	Miami	was	scheduled	on	Sunday,	June	29,	2025,	at	21:30	ET	at	the	Mercedes-Benz	Stadium,	Atlanta,	Georgia,
USA.	UEFA	Champions	League	Winner	PSG	reached	a	deal	with	the	Club	World	Cup	host	Club	Inter	Miami	in	the	round	of	16.	PSG	vs	Inter	Miami	is	one	of	the	biggest	matches	of	the	knockout	stage	of	the	Club	World	Cup.Paris	Saint‑Germain	topped	Group	B	in	the	2025	Club	World	Cup	with	6	points,	following	a	2–0	win	over	Seattle	Sounders	and
despite	a	shock	0–1	loss	to	Botafogo,	securing	their	place	in	the	Round	of	16.Inter Miami 	are	second	in	Group	A	of	the	2025	FIFA	Club	World	Cup	points	table	with	5	points	(1	win,	2	draws),	advancing	to	the	Round	of	16	after	a	historic	2–2	draw	with	Palmeiras	and	a	landmark	win	over	Porto	Inter	Miami	CF,	coached	by	Phil	Gustavson,	have	been	one
of	Major	League	Soccer’s	most	intriguing	stories	this	year.	Led	by	captain	Lionel	Messi—making	a	rare	Club	World	Cup	appearance	for	his	MLS	side—alongside	rising	talents	like	Facundo	Fariña	and	Matías	Villegas,	Miami	have	shown	they	can	compete	with	Europe’s	elite.Their	dynamic	counter-attacking	and	disciplined	defensive	shape	make	them
dangerous	on	the	break,	and	they’ll	be	aiming	to	catch	PSG	off	guard	in	transition.With	a	place	in	the	quarter-finals	at	stake,	both	teams	know	there	is	little	margin	for	error.	Expect	a	tactical	battle	in	midfield,	moments	of	individual	brilliance,	and	a	high-tempo	contest	from	start	to	finish.Whether	you’re	supporting	PSG’s	European	pedigree	or
Miami’s	Major	League	Soccer	(MLS)	upstarts,	this	Round	of	16	tie	promises	goals,	drama,	and	a	true	test	of	club	football’s	global	appeal.See	also		Today	Soccer	Match	Fixtures	and	Results	–	26	April	20252025	Club	World	Cup	round	of	16	PSG	vs	Inter	MiamiThe	2025	FIFA	Club	World	Cup	teams	have	reached	at	the	knockout	stages	after	completing
the	group	stages.Goalkeeper:	Gianluigi	DonnarummaDefenders:	Achraf	Hakimi,	Marquinhos	(C),	Willian	Pacho,	Nuno	MendesMidfielders:	João	Neves,	Vitinha,	Fabián	RuizForwards:	Ousmane	Dembélé,	Gonçalo	Ramos,	Bradley	BarcolaInjured:	Presnel	Kimpembe	(foot)Goalkeeper:	Óscar	UstariDefenders:	Noah	Allen,	Tomás	Avilés,	Maximiliano	Falcón,
Ian	FrayMidfielders:	Federico	Redondo,	Sergio	Busquets,	Tadeo	Allende,	Telasco	SegoviaForwards:	Lionel	Messi	(C),	Luis	SuárezUnavailable:	Benjamin	Cremaschi	(injury	recovery)Paris	Saint-Germain	Club	World	Cup	form:	W	L	WAll	competitions:	W	W	W	W	L	WInter	MiamiClub	World	Cup	form:	D	W	DAll	competitions:	D	W	W	D	W	DTopped	Group	B
with	a	2–1–0	record,	including	a	stunning	4–0	win	over	Atlético	and	a	comeback	win	over	Seattle.Star-studded	squad	features	Vitinha,	Donnarumma,	Hakimi,	and	Mbappé,	with	Ousmane	Dembélé	sidelined	due	to	injury.See	also		Senegal	vs	Netherlands	Head	to	HeadFinished	second	in	Group	A	(1–0–2),	notably	drawing	with	Al	Ahly	and	Palmeiras	and
then	defeating	Porto	2–1	Messi’s	trademark	free-kick	and	Suarez’s	strike	have	propelled	the	team,	making	this	a	rare	intercontinental	showdown	between	Messi	and	his	former	club.Paris	Saint‑Germain	to	beat	Inter	Miami,	with	a	predicted	scoreline	of	roughly	2‑1Inter	Miami’s	mix	of	Messi,	Suárez,	Busquets,	and	Alba,	along	with	their	early
confidence,	gives	them	a	real	shot.	If	they	can	spring	a	surprise,	it’ll	be	by	hitting	PSG	on	the	break	and	staying	tight	in	midfield.Prediction:	PSG	likely	advance,	but	only	by	a	narrow	2‑1	margin.The	Broadcasting	rights	of	the	2025	edition	of	FIFA’s	Club	World	Cup	will	be	acquired	by	DAZN	globally,	but	the	Chinese	broadcast	rights	will	be	held	by
Migu.	Follow	PSG	v	Inter	Miami	29/06/2025	live,	livescore,	audio	commentary,	preview,	PSG	latest	results,	news,	information,	PSG	v	Inter	Miami	H2H	statistics!	Flashscore	football	coverage	includes	football	scores	and	football	news	from	more	than	1000	competitions	worldwide.	PSG,	Real	Madrid,	Arsenal,	Chelsea,	Serie	A,	Copa	Libertadores,
Champions	League,...	Show	more	PSG	face	Inter	Miami.	/	IMAGO/ImagebrokerInter	Miami	CF	will	need	to	produce	the	performance	of	their	lives	to	reach	the	2025	FIFA	Club	World	Cup	quarterfinal	on	Sunday	as	they	do	battle	with	European	champions	Paris	Saint-Germain	in	the	last	16	of	the	competition.	The	Herons	qualified	for	the	knockout
phase	by	finishing	second	in	Group	A,	with	some	Lionel	Messi	magic	in	victory	over	Porto	and	draws	with	Al	Ahly	and	Palmeiras	ensuring	them	safe	passage	to	the	last	16.	Unfortunately,	after	being	handed	a	favorable	group,	their	luck	has	run	out	as	they	prepare	to	face	the	all-conquering	PSG.	The	French	giants	dominated	both	domestically	and	on
the	continent	during	the	2024–25	campaign	and	are	many	people’s	favorites	to	win	the	Club	World	Cup.	Despite	a	surprise	defeat	to	Botafogo	on	Matchday	2,	their	thrashing	of	Atlético	Madrid	and	convincing	win	over	Seattle	Sounders	secured	them	comfortable	entrance	into	the	knockout	rounds.	Luis	Enrique	boasts	the	most	formidable	forward	line
in	the	competition	and	they	should,	on	paper	at	least,	waltz	into	the	last	eight.	But	the	Club	World	Cup	has	already	conjured	a	few	surprises	and	Inter	Miami	need	another	one	to	surface	on	Sunday	in	Atlanta.	Here	is	Sports	Illustrated's	guide	to	this	Club	World	Cup	clash.	This	is	the	first	competitive	fixture	between	PSG	and	Inter	Miami.	PSGInter
MiamiSeattle	Sounders	0–2	PSG	–	6/23/25Inter	Miami	2–2	Palmeiras	–	6/23/25PSG	0–1	Botafogo	–	6/19/25Inter	Miami	2–1	Porto	–	6/19/25PSG	4–0	Atlético	Madrid	–	6/15/25Al	Ahly	0–0	Inter	Miami	–	6/14/25PSG	5–0	Inter	–	5/31/25Inter	Miami	5–1	Columbus	Crew	–	5/31/25PSG	3–0	Reims	–	5/24/25Inter	Miami	4–2	CF	Montréal	–	5/28/25CountryTV
channel/live	streamUnited	StatesDAZN,	TUDN.com,	Univision	NOW,	Watch	TNT,	TUDN	App,	TNT	USA,	truTV	USA,	TUDN	USA,	UnivisionUnited	KingdomDAZN,	Channel	5CanadaDAZN	MexicoDAZN,	ViX,	tabiiOusmane	Dembélé	has	missed	all	three	matches	with	injury.	/	IMAGO	/	Pro	Sports	ImagesBallon	d’Or	favoriite	Ousmane	Dembélé	missed	the
entirety	of	the	group	stage	due	to	a	hamstring	injury	but	the	Frenchman	has	now	returned	to	training.	Whether	he	starts	against	Inter	Miami	remains	to	be	seen	but	he	should	feature	in	some	capacity.	Dembélé	is	PSG’s	only	fitness	concern	and	it	was	19-year-old	Senny	Mayulu,	who	scored	in	last	month’s	Champions	League	final	and	in	the	win	over
Atléti	in	PSG’s	Club	World	Cup	opener,	who	replaced	him	last	time	out.	He	will	compete	with	both	Bradley	Barcola	and	Gonçalo	Ramos	for	a	starting	berth	should	Dembélé	only	make	the	bench.	PSG	predicted	lineup	vs.	Inter	Miami	(4-3-3):	Donnarumma;	Hakimi,	Marquinhos,	Pacho,	Mendes;	Neves,	Vitinha,	Ruiz;	Doué,	Barcola,	Kvaratskhelia.	Messi
will	be	the	difference-maker	against	his	former	side.	/	Hannah	Mckay-Reuters	via	Imagn	ImagesMessi	will	be	hoping	to	inspire	the	Herons	to	an	upset	against	his	former	side,	for	whom	he	made	75	appearances	in	all	competitions—a	total	he’s	nearly	surpassed	at	Inter	Miami.	Close	friend	and	former	Barcelona	ally	Luis	Suárez	provided	a	goal	and
assist	against	Palmeiras	in	the	final	group	game	and	will	need	to	share	the	creative	burden.	Drake	Callender,	Yannick	Bright,	Gonzalo	Lújan	and	David	Ruiz	will	miss	out	against	PSG,	while	defender	Ian	Fray	is	also	a	doubt	with	a	groin	injury	that	saw	him	miss	the	Palmeiras	draw.	Jordi	Alba	has	made	cameos	in	the	last	two	matches	after	recently
returning	from	injury	and	is	pushing	for	a	start.	Inter	Miami	predicted	lineup	vs.	PSG	(4-4-2):	Ustari;	Weigandt,	Avilés,	Falcón,	Allen;	Allende,	Redondo,	Busquets,	Segovia;	Messi,	Suárez.	Inter	Miami	will	be	aiming	to	give	a	strong	account	of	themselves	against	PSG,	even	if	progression	to	the	quarterfinal	looks	immensely	difficult.	They	will	need	to	be
defensively	rigid	and	rely	on	individual	brilliance	at	the	other	end	of	the	pitch	to	escape	with	their	pride	intact.	PSG	showed	they’re	not	invincible	in	defeat	to	Botafogo	during	the	group	stage	but	they	still	dominated	that	fixture	despite	the	loss.	They	simply	have	too	many	weapons	for	Inter	Miami	and	they	should	find	the	back	of	the	net	more	than
once	against	Javier	Mascherano’s	side	to	book	a	last	eight	meeting	with	either	Flamengo	or	Bayern	Munich.	We	may	earn	a	commission	if	you	buy	something	via	a	link	in	this	article	Inter	Miami	akan	menghadapi	PSG	di	babak	16	besar	Piala	Dunia	Antarklub	2025.	Pertandingan	Inter	Miami	vs	PSG	ini	menjadi	ajang	reuni	Messi	dengan	mantan
klubnya.Piala	Dunia	Antarklub	-	PSG	Vs	Inter	Miami	(Bola.com/Adreanus	Titus)...	SelengkapnyaBola.com,	Jakarta	Pertandingan	akbar	akan	tersaji	di	babak	16	besar	Piala	Dunia	Antarklub	FIFA	2025.	Inter	Miami	dijadwalkan	berhadapan	dengan	Paris	Saint-Germain	(PSG).	Laga	Inter	Miami	vs	PSG	ini	akan	berlangsung	di	Mercedes-Benz	Stadium,
Atlanta,	Georgia,	AS,	Minggu	(29/6/2025)	malam	WIB.	Duel	panas	Inter	Miami	melawan	PSG	akan	digelar	pada	Minggu,	29	Juni	2025.	Pertandingan	ini	direncanakan	dimulai	pukul	12.00	PM	ET	atau	pukul	23.00	WIB.	Pertemuan	ini	menjadi	sorotan	utama	bagi	para	penggemar	sepak	bola	di	seluruh	dunia.	Pertandingan	ini	sangat	dinantikan	karena
menjadi	pertemuan	emosional	antara	Lionel	Messi	dan	mantan	klubnya,	PSG.	Selain	itu,	Messi	akan	kembali	bekerja	sama	dengan	pelatih	PSG	saat	ini,	Luis	Enrique,	yang	pernah	melatihnya	di	FC	Barcelona.	Inter	Miami	melaju	ke	babak	16	besar	dengan	catatan	yang	mengesankan	di	babak	penyisihan	grup.	Mereka	berhasil	mencatatkan	dua
kemenangan	dan	satu	hasil	imbang	tanpa	kekalahan.	Kemenangan	atas	klub	Eropa,	Porto,	menjadi	catatan	sejarah	tersendiri	bagi	Inter	Miami.Pertandingan	Inter	Miami	vs	PSG	bukan	sekadar	laga	biasa.	Pertemuan	ini	akan	menjadi	ajang	reuni	emosional	antara	Lionel	Messi	dan	mantan	klubnya.	Messi	akan	berhadapan	dengan	mantan	rekan	satu	tim
dan	para	penggemar	yang	pernah	mendukungnya.	Selain	itu,	pertandingan	ini	juga	akan	mempertemukan	kembali	Messi	dengan	Luis	Enrique.	Keduanya	pernah	bekerja	sama	dengan	sukses	di	FC	Barcelona.	Kehadiran	Enrique	di	PSG	menambah	daya	tarik	tersendiri	dalam	pertandingan	ini.	Beberapa	pemain	Inter	Miami	lainnya	juga	memiliki
pengalaman	bermain	di	bawah	asuhan	Luis	Enrique.	Hal	ini	menciptakan	dinamika	menarik	dalam	pertandingan,	di	mana	para	pemain	akan	saling	mengenal	strategi	dan	gaya	bermain	masing-masing.Lionel	Messi	mencetak	gol	via	tendangan	bebas	ke	gawang	FC	Porto.	Inter	Miami	menang	2-1	pada	laga	kedua	fase	grup	Piala	Dunia	Antarklub	2025,
Jumat	(20/6/2025)	dini	hari	WIB	di	Mercedes-Benz	Stadium,	Atlanta,	Amerika	Serikat.	(Paul	ELLIS	/	AFP)...	SelengkapnyaInter	Miami	menunjukkan	performa	yang	solid	di	babak	penyisihan	grup	Piala	Dunia	Antarklub	2025.	Mereka	berhasil	lolos	ke	babak	16	besar	tanpa	mengalami	kekalahan.	Inter	Miami	mencatatkan	dua	kemenangan	dan	satu	hasil
imbang.	Kemenangan	atas	klub	Eropa,	Porto,	menjadi	momen	bersejarah	bagi	Inter	Miami.	Mereka	menjadi	klub	CONCACAF	pertama	yang	mampu	mengalahkan	tim	Eropa	dalam	kompetisi	resmi.	Kemenangan	ini	membuktikan	bahwa	Inter	Miami	mampu	bersaing	dengan	tim-tim	kuat	dari	benua	lain.	Performa	impresif	Inter	Miami	di	babak
penyisihan	grup	menunjukkan	bahwa	mereka	memiliki	potensi	untuk	melangkah	lebih	jauh	di	turnamen	ini.	Dengan	semangat	juang	dan	dukungan	dari	para	penggemar,	Inter	Miami	siap	memberikan	yang	terbaik	di	setiap	pertandingan.Achraf	Hakimi	(kanan)	merayakan	gol	yang	dicetaknya	bersama	Bradley	Barcola	saat	PSG	menghadapi	Seattle
Sounders	FC	pada	lanjutan	Grup	B	Piala	Dunia	Antarklub	2025,	Selasa	(24/6/2025)	pagi	WIB.	(JUAN	MABROMATA	/	AFP)...	SelengkapnyaPSG	datang	ke	Piala	Dunia	Antarklub	2025	sebagai	juara	bertahan	Liga	Champions	Eropa.	Mereka	merupakan	tim	yang	sangat	kuat	dengan	skuad	bertabur	bintang.	PSG	memiliki	banyak	pemain	yang	bermain
untuk	tim	nasional	masing-masing.	Meskipun	demikian,	Inter	Miami	tidak	gentar	menghadapi	kekuatan	PSG.	Mereka	telah	menunjukkan	bahwa	mampu	bersaing	dengan	tim-tim	kuat.	Kehadiran	Lionel	Messi	memberikan	kepercayaan	diri	tambahan	bagi	Inter	Miami.	Pertandingan	melawan	PSG	akan	menjadi	ujian	berat	bagi	Inter	Miami.	Namun,
dengan	strategi	yang	tepat	dan	kerja	keras,	mereka	memiliki	peluang	untuk	meraih	hasil	positif.	Inter	Miami	siap	memberikan	perlawanan	sengit	kepada	PSG.	Who:	Paris	Saint-Germain	vs	Inter	Miami	What:	FIFA	Club	World	Cup	round	of	16	Where:	Mercedes-Benz	Stadium	in	Atlanta,	United	States	When:	Sunday,	June	30	at	12pm	(16:00	GMT)	How
to	follow:	We’ll	have	all	the	build-up	on	Al	Jazeera	Sport	from	9am	local	(13:00	GMT)	in	advance	of	our	live	text	commentary	stream.list	of	4	itemslist	1	of	4list	2	of	4list	3	of	4list	4	of	4end	of	list	FIFA’s	Club	World	Cup	serves	up	a	treat	in	the	round	of	16	as	Lionel	Messi	leads	Inter	Miami	against	his	former	club,	Paris	Saint-Germain.	The	Argentinian
international	forward	joined	the	French	giants,	and	now	first-time	European	champions,	from	the	club	he	represented	since	childhood,	Barcelona.	PSG’s	coveted	European	success	was	not	forthcoming,	and	Messi	headed	for	new	pastures	with	his	2023	move	to	Major	League	Soccer.	Now,	Messi	faces	a	PSG	side	shorn	of	many	of	the	Galacticos
recruited	to	seal	European	glory,	but	full	of	youthful	exuberance	and	riding	the	crest	of	their	Champions	League	wave.	Al	Jazeera	Sport	takes	a	closer	look	at	the	match.	Why	does	Messi’s	Miami	vs	PSG	carry	such	weight?	When	PSG	meet	Inter	Miami,	it	will	mark	a	rare	reunion	of	European	football	greats,	all	layered	with	old	loyalties,	recent	regrets
and	the	chance	for	Lionel	Messi	to	settle	a	score.	Sunday’s	game	features	a	compelling	contrast	of	eras	–	a	PSG	side	powered	by	youth	and	energy	fresh	off	their	maiden	Champions	League	title,	and	an	Inter	Miami	team	built	around	ageing-but-iconic	former	Barcelona	stars.	On	the	PSG	touchline,	Luis	Enrique	comes	face	to	face	with	four	players	he
once	led	at	Barcelona:	Messi,	Luis	Suarez,	Jordi	Alba	and	Sergio	Busquets.	They	are	all	now	reunited	under	Miami	coach	Javier	Mascherano,	another	figure	from	Luis	Enrique’s	treble-winning	era	at	Camp	Nou.	“Luis	Enrique	is	a	phenomenon,”	Alba	said	this	week.	“I’m	excited	to	see	him	and	will	give	him	a	hug,	but	when	the	ref	blows	the	opening
whistle,	we’ll	try	to	beat	him.”	Suarez,	now	38,	reflected	on	his	former	manager’s	impact:	“I	already	had	a	competitive	DNA,	but	he	injected	even	more	into	me,”	he	said.	Lionel	Messi	during	training	before	the	match	against	PSG	[Hannah	Mckay/Reuters]	Do	the	Barcelona	contingent	have	history	with	PSG?	In	another	layer	of	intrigue,	Miami’s
contingent	of	former	Barcelona	players	were	all	part	of	2017’s	“Remontada”	against	PSG.	That	was	PSG’s	darkest	night,	when	Barca	thrashed	them	6-1	in	Spain	after	losing	4-0	in	Paris	in	their	last-16	Champions	League	tie.	That	was	when	Miami’s	veterans	were	at	their	peak.	Now,	they	rely	on	memory	and	rhythm,	while	PSG’s	core	has	been
reshaped	by	a	rising	generation:	Bradley	Barcola,	Desire	Doue	and	Vitinha	have	helped	inject	fresh	energy	into	Luis	Enrique’s	system,	culminating	in	a	Champions	League	triumph	just	weeks	ago.	How	did	PSG	fare	in	the	group	stage?	The	Parisian	side	arrive	in	Atlanta	after	a	1–0	loss	to	Brazil’s	Botafogo	in	the	group	stage,	which	raised	questions
about	fatigue	following	a	long	European	season.	Though	PSG	remain	heavy	favourites	on	paper,	that	defeat	showed	cracks	in	a	squad	that	has	played	more	high-stakes	matches	than	most	of	their	rivals.	PSG	took	their	group	with	wins	in	their	opening	games	against	Atletico	Madrid	and	Seattle	Sounders.	How	did	Inter	Miami	fare	in	the	group	stage?
Inter	Miami	finished	second	in	their	group	behind	Palmeiras	with	one	win	and	two	draws	to	their	name.	The	Messi-inspired	2-1	win	against	Porto	was	crucial	to	their	progress.	Can	Miami’s	Argentina	axis	take	down	PSG?	“It	will	be	an	honour	for	me	facing	a	great	coach,	one	of	the	greatest	I’ve	had	in	my	career,”	said	Mascherano	of	Luis	Enrique.	Now
in	his	first	major	club	coaching	role,	Mascherano	brings	an	emotional	edge	and	tactical	sharpness	to	a	Miami	side	that,	while	physically	limited	by	age,	can	still	threaten,	especially	with	Messi	in	form.	The	Argentina	great	endured	a	turbulent	two-year	stint	at	PSG	after	leaving	Barcelona	in	2021.	Though	he	won	domestic	silverware,	Messi	never	found
peace	in	Paris	and,	after	his	World	Cup	win	in	2022,	some	fans	turned	on	him.	“I	didn’t	enjoy	myself	at	PSG,”	Messi	told	reporters	earlier	this	year.	“It	was	a	tough	period.”	Mascherano	believes	that	memory	still	drives	him.	“When	something’s	stuck	in	his	mind,	Messi	gives	a	little	extra,”	he	said	this	week.	Messi	is	pictured	with	PSG	teammates
including	Neymar,	Marquinhos,	Marco	Verratti,	Kylian	Mbappe,	Achraf	Hakimi	and	Sergio	Ramos	after	winning	the	2023	Ligue	1	title	in	France	[Benoit	Tessier/Reuters]	What	went	so	wrong	for	Messi	at	PSG?	PSG	had	made	it	to	the	Champions	League	final	and	then	semifinals	in	the	two	seasons	prior	to	Messi’s	arrival,	so	he	looked	like	the	final	piece
in	the	jigsaw.	Instead,	they	went	backwards	with	him	in	the	side,	going	out	of	Europe’s	elite	club	competition	in	the	last	16	two	years	running.	Having	to	fit	in	Messi,	with	his	estimated	annual	salary	of	30	million	euros	($35.2	million)	after	tax,	as	well	as	Neymar	and	Mbappe,	may	have	increased	the	star	appeal,	but	it	weakened	them	as	a	team.
Towards	the	end,	the	Barcelona	legend	was	even	being	jeered	by	some	sections	of	the	PSG	support	who	felt	Messi’s	commitment	to	the	cause	was	not	what	it	should	have	been.	Messi	was	a	PSG	player	when	he	inspired	Argentina	to	World	Cup	glory	in	Qatar	in	late	2022,	but	there	were	only	flashes	of	his	genius	at	club	level	in	France.	His	statistics
stand	up	to	any	scrutiny,	with	32	goals	and	35	assists	in	75	appearances,	and	he	did	win	two	Ligue	1	titles	while	helping	increase	PSG’s	value	as	a	brand.	Miami	coach	Javier	Mascherano,	meanwhile,	believes	the	unhappy	memory	of	his	time	in	Paris	could	spur	Messi	on.	“It’s	clear	that	for	us	it’s	better	if	he	plays	angry,	because	he’s	one	of	those
players	who,	when	he	has	something	on	his	mind,	gives	an	extra	effort,”	Mascherano	told	ESPN.	How	did	PSG	fare	last	season?	PSG’s	stunning	5-0	demolition	of	Inter	Milan	in	Munich	at	the	end	of	last	month,	which	allowed	them	to	win	the	UEFA	Champions	League	for	the	first	time,	completed	an	incredible	treble-winning	season	for	the	Qatar-backed
side	under	the	coaching	of	Luis	Enrique.	How	did	Inter	Miami	fare	last	season?	Miami	finished	as	the	club	with	the	most	points	in	Major	League	Soccer’s	(MLS)	regular	season,	handing	them	a	place	at	the	Club	World	Cup	instead	of	LA	Galaxy,	who	won	the	MLS	Cup,	which	is	regarded	as	the	highest	prize	in	the	MLS.	FIFA	announced	Miami’s	addition
to	the	Club	World	Cup	in	October	after	they	broke	MLS’s	regular-season	points	record	with	a	6-2	win	over	New	England	Revolution	to	reach	74	points,	one	better	than	the	previous	record	set	by	New	England	in	2021.	PSG	team	news	Ousmane	Dembele	has	just	resumed	training	after	overcoming	a	hamstring	injury,	but	may	not	even	be	fit	enough	for
the	bench.	Goncalo	Ramos	and	Bradley	Barcola	are	vying	to	start	with	Desire	Doue	and	Khvicha	Kvaratskhelia	in.	Youngster	Senny	Mayulu	was	selected	for	the	match	against	Seattle	in	Dembele’s	role.	Inter	Miami	team	news	Jordi	Alba	has	returned	from	injury	and	will	challenge	youngster	Noah	Allen	for	the	left-back	position.	Drake	Callender,
Gonzalo	Lujan	and	Yannick	Bright	are	all	still	sidelined.	Veteran	goalkeeper	Oscar	Ustari	will	continue	to	deputise	for	the	former.	PSG	predicted	starting	lineup:	Donnarumma;	Hakimi,	Marquinhos,	Pacho,	Mendes;	Ruiz,	Vitinha,	Neves;	Kvaratskhelia,	Ramos,	Doue	Inter	Miami	predicted	starting	lineup:	Ustari;	Weigandt,	Aviles,	Falcon,	Allen;	Allende,
Redondo,	Busquets,	Segovia;	Messi,	Suarez	PSG	form	guide	(all	competitions):	W-W-W-L-W	Inter	Miami	form	guide	(all	competitions):	W-W-D-W-D	Source:	Al	Jazeera	and	news	agencies	Team	LeadersRecent	Matches


