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lasting	only	a	short	time;	shorta	brief	visit/meeting/conversationMozart's	life	was	brief.	He	said	nothing	during	the	brief	court	appearance.a	brief	pause/silenceSusan	was	enjoying	a	brief	moment	of	solitude.He	died	after	a	relatively	brief	period	of	suffering.Extra	ExamplesCould	you	make	it	brief?	I've	got	a	meeting	in	ten	minutes.The	wait	was	mercifully	brief,	little	more	than	an
hour.Sean	gave	a	brief	glance	at	the	screen.The	prime	minister	is	due	to	make	a	brief	visit	to	South	Korea.There	was	a	brief	silence	after	I	made	my	announcement.Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryverbsbekeep	somethingmake	something…adverbSee	full	entry	using	few	wordsa	brief	description/summary/overviewPlease	be	brief	(=	say	what	you	want	to	say	quickly).I	will	keep	my
comments	brief.Section	1	of	the	book	gives	a	brief	history	of	Mexico.I	made	a	brief	introductory	statement	and	our	meeting	began.Extra	ExamplesI	promised	to	be	brief.The	diary	entries	were	tantalizingly	brief.This	necessarily	brief	account	concentrates	on	two	main	areas.David	gave	me	a	brief	summary	of	what	was	said	at	the	meeting.She	began	with	a	brief
introduction.Saunders's	lawyer	made	a	brief	statement	to	the	press	outside	the	court.The	author	makes	only	a	brief	mention	of	the	role	of	Japan	in	this	period.The	leaflet	provides	a	brief	description	of	the	changes	to	the	benefits	system.Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryverbsbekeep	somethingmake	something…adverbSee	full	entry	(of	clothes)	short	and	not	covering	much	of	the
bodyTopics	Clothes	and	Fashionc1	see	also	brevity,	brieflyWord	OriginMiddle	English:	from	Old	French	brief,	from	Latin	brevis	‘short’.	The	noun	is	via	late	Latin	breve	‘note,	dispatch’,	hence	‘an	official	letter’.Idioms	in	a	few	words,	without	detailsIn	brief,	the	meeting	was	a	disaster.Now	the	rest	of	the	news	in	brief.	See	brief	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	brief
in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary	of	Academic	English	Nearby	words	bridleway	noun	Brie	noun	brief	adjective	brief	noun	brief	verb	paramedic	noun	From	the	Topic	Jobs	C1	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionaries	Word	of	the	Day	adjective	(4)noun	(9)verb	(used	with	object)	(3)a	short	and	concise	statement	or	written	item.Synonyms:	abstract,	epitome,	précis,	outlinean	outline,	the	form	of
which	is	determined	by	set	rules,	of	all	the	possible	arguments	and	information	on	one	side	of	a	controversy.Law.	a	writ	summoning	one	to	answer	to	any	action.a	memorandum	of	points	of	fact	or	of	law	for	use	in	conducting	a	case.a	written	argument	submitted	to	a	court.(in	England)	the	material	relevant	to	a	case,	delivered	by	a	solicitor	to	the	barrister	who	tries	the	case.an
outline,	summary,	or	synopsis,	as	of	a	book.(used	with	a	plural	verb)	briefs,	close-fitting,	legless	underpants	with	an	elastic	waistband.a	briefing.Roman	Catholic	Church.	a	papal	letter	less	formal	than	a	bull,	sealed	with	the	pope's	signet	ring	or	stamped	with	the	device	borne	on	this	ring.British	Theater.	a	free	ticket;	pass.Obsolete.	a	letter.to	make	an	abstract	or	summary
of.Synonyms:	outline,	summarizeto	instruct	by	a	brief	or	briefing.They	brief	all	the	agents	before	assigning	them.Law.	to	retain	as	advocate	in	a	suit.short	in	durationshort	in	length	or	extent;	scantyabrupt	in	manner;	brusquethe	professor	was	brief	with	me	this	morningterse	or	concise;	containing	few	wordshe	made	a	brief	statement“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&
Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012a	condensed	or	short	statement	or	written	synopsis;	abstractlaw	a	document	containing	all	the	facts	and	points	of	law	of	a	case	by	which	a	solicitor	instructs	a	barrister	to	represent	a	clientRC	Church	a	letter	issuing	from	the
Roman	court	written	in	modern	characters,	as	contrasted	with	a	papal	bull;	papal	briefshort	for	briefinga	paper	outlining	the	arguments	and	information	on	one	side	of	a	debateslang	a	lawyer,	esp	a	barristerto	argue	for;	championin	short;	to	sum	up“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©
HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012to	prepare	or	instruct	by	giving	a	summary	of	relevant	factsto	make	a	summary	or	synopsis	ofEnglish	lawto	instruct	(a	barrister)	by	briefto	retain	(a	barrister)	as	counselto	supply	potentially	damaging	or	negative	information	regarding	somone,	as	to	the	media,	a	politician,	etc	See	also	briefs“Collins	English
Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012briefer	nounbriefness	noununbrief	adjectiveunbriefly	adverbunbriefness	noununbriefed	adjectiveˈbriefness	nounˈbriefly	adverbOrigin	of	brief1First	recorded	in	1250–1300;	Middle	English	bref,	from
Anglo-French,	Old	French,	from	Latin	brevis	“short”;	breveOrigin	of	brief1C14:	from	Old	French	bref	,	from	Latin	brevis	;	related	to	Greek	brakhusIdiomsin	brief,	in	a	few	words;	in	short.The	supervisor	outlined	in	brief	the	duties	of	the	new	assistant.hold	a	brief	for,	to	support	or	defend	by	argument;	endorse.see	hold	no	brief	for;	in	brief.Examples	have	not	been	reviewed.In
Washington,	members	of	the	US	Congress	were	set	to	get	emergency	briefings	about	security	this	week.“I’m	certainly	not	going	to	remotely	address	that,”	Tammy	Haddad,	a	State	Department	spokesperson,	said	in	a	briefing	Tuesday.Los	Angeles	officials	also	weighed	in,	saying	in	an	amicus	brief	filed	Monday	by	the	City	Attorney’s	office	that	the	military	deployment
“complicates”	efforts	to	keep	Angelenos	safe.Later	that	morning,	on	a	brief	trip	to	sea	on	a	police	patrol	boat,	Colonel	Alary	reflected	on	the	battle	to	stop	the	smugglers.The	National	Weather	Service	office	in	Oxnard	warned	of	elevated	fire	weather	conditions	across	swaths	of	Southern	California	this	week	—	conditions	that	could	turn	critical	during	brief
periods.concise	fleeting	momentary	quick	short-lived	swift	temporary	What	does	brief	mean?Brief	is	most	commonly	used	as	an	adjective	to	mean	lasting	a	short	amount	of	time.As	an	adjective,	it	can	also	mean	concise	or	said	in	a	few	words,	as	in	Keep	your	introduction	brief	and	get	right	to	the	point.	Less	commonly,	brief	can	describe	an	action	or	interaction	as	abrupt	or	too
short,	often	in	a	rude	way,	as	in	Please	don’t	be	so	brief	with	customers.	The	adverb	form	of	the	adjective	brief	is	briefly,	which	most	commonly	means	for	a	short	amount	of	time	or	concisely.As	a	noun,	the	word	brief	commonly	means	a	short	written	item.	In	a	legal	context,	a	brief	is	a	short	legal	document,	such	as	a	written	argument	submitted	to	a	court	or	some	other	short
statement	of	facts	for	use	in	a	legal	case.Brief	can	also	be	used	as	a	verb	meaning	to	provide	a	short	explanation	or	summary	of	something	to	someone,	as	in	Each	cabinet	member	will	brief	the	president	on	the	most	important	issues.	The	noun	briefing	refers	to	a	meeting	at	which	someone	is	briefed	in	this	way.Example:	The	meeting	was	very	brief—it	lasted	only	a	few	minutes.
Definitions	and	idiom	definitions	from	Dictionary.com	Unabridged,	based	on	the	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary,	©	Random	House,	Inc.	2023Idioms	from	The	American	Heritage®	Idioms	Dictionary	copyright	©	2002,	2001,	1995	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing
Company.BriebriefcaseBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	WordReference	Random	House	Learner's	Dictionary	of	American	English	©	2025brief	/brif/USA	pronunciation			adj.,	-er,	-est,	n.,	v.	adj.		lasting	or	taking	a	short
time:We	took	a	brief	pause	from	the	meeting.	using	few	words;	short;	concise:Write	a	brief	outline.	Clothingvery	short	or	small	in	fit;	scanty:	a	brief	bathing	suit.	n.	[countable]	a	short	statement	or	a	written	item	using	few	words:Please	prepare	a	brief	for	the	president.	Lawa	written	statement	given	to	a	court	by	a	lawyer	presenting	the	most	important	facts,	points	of	law,	and
arguments.	Clothingbriefs,	[plural]	close-fitting	legless	underpants	with	an	elastic	waistband:a	pair	of	briefs.	v.	[~	+	object]	to	instruct	(someone)	or	give	relevant	information	to:I	briefed	the	new	teacher.	Idioms	Idioms	in	brief,	in	a	few	words;	in	short:What	you	are	saying,	in	brief,	is	that	we're	broke.	brief•er,	n.	[countable]The	president's	briefers	and	press	secretaries	met	ahead
of	time.See	-brev-.	WordReference	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary	of	American	English	©	2025brief		(brēf ),USA	pronunciation	adj.,	-er,	-est,	n.,	v.	adj.		lasting	or	taking	a	short	time;	of	short	duration:a	brief	walk;	a	brief	stay	in	the	country.	using	few	words;	concise;	succinct:a	brief	report	on	weather	conditions.	abrupt	or	curt.	Clothingscanty:a	brief	bathing	suit.	n.		a	short
and	concise	statement	or	written	item.	an	outline,	the	form	of	which	is	determined	by	set	rules,	of	all	the	possible	arguments	and	information	on	one	side	of	a	controversy:a	debater's	brief.	Law	a	writ	summoning	one	to	answer	to	any	action.	a	memorandum	of	points	of	fact	or	of	law	for	use	in	conducting	a	case.	a	written	argument	submitted	to	a	court.	(in	England)	the	material
relevant	to	a	case,	delivered	by	a	solicitor	to	the	barrister	who	tries	the	case.	an	outline,	summary,	or	synopsis,	as	of	a	book.	Clothing	briefs,	(used	with	a	pl.	v.)	close-fitting,	legless	underpants	with	an	elastic	waistband.	briefing.	[Rom.	Cath.	Ch.]a	papal	letter	less	formal	than	a	bull,	sealed	with	the	pope's	signet	ring	or	stamped	with	the	device	borne	on	this	ring.	British
Terms[Theat.	Brit.]a	free	ticket;	pass.	[Obs.]a	letter.	Idioms	hold	a	brief	for,	to	support	or	defend	by	argument;	endorse.	Idioms	in	brief,	in	a	few	words;	in	short:The	supervisor	outlined	in	brief	the	duties	of	the	new	assistant.	v.t.		to	make	an	abstract	or	summary	of.	to	instruct	by	a	brief	or	briefing:They	brief	all	the	agents	before	assigning	them.	Lawto	retain	as	advocate	in	a	suit.
Latin	brevis	short;	see	breve	Anglo-French,	Old	French	Middle	English	bref	1250–1300	brief′er,	n.		brief′ness,	n.		1.	short-lived,	fleeting,	transitory,	ephemeral,	transient.	See	short.	2.	terse,	compact,	pithy,	condensed.	5.	outline,	précis,	epitome,	abstract.	See	summary.	16.	summarize,	outline.	Collins	Concise	English	Dictionary	©	HarperCollins	Publishers::	brief	/briːf/	adj	short	in
duration	short	in	length	or	extent;	scanty:	a	brief	bikini	abrupt	in	manner;	brusque:	the	professor	was	brief	with	me	this	morning	terse	or	concise;	containing	few	words	n	a	condensed	or	short	statement	or	written	synopsis;	abstract	a	document	containing	all	the	facts	and	points	of	law	of	a	case	by	which	a	solicitor	instructs	a	barrister	to	represent	a	client	a	letter	issuing	from	the
Roman	court	written	in	modern	characters,	as	contrasted	with	a	papal	bull;	papal	brief	short	for	briefinghold	a	brief	for	⇒	to	argue	for;	championin	brief	⇒	in	short;	to	sum	up	vb	(transitive)	to	prepare	or	instruct	by	giving	a	summary	of	relevant	facts	to	make	a	summary	or	synopsis	of	to	instruct	(a	barrister)	by	brief	to	retain	(a	barrister)	as	counselEtymology:	14th	Century:	from
Old	French	bref,	from	Latin	brevis;	related	to	Greek	brakhusˈbriefly	adv	ˈbriefness	n	The	brief	you	will	be	making	now	will	consist	of	an	_introduction_,	which	states	whatever	facts	and	principles	are	necessary	to	an	understanding	of	the	brief,	and	the	_brief_	itself,	which	consists	of	a	series	of	propositions,	each	supporting	your	main	contention,	and	each	in	turn	supported	by
others,	which	again	may	each	be	supported	by	another	series.	The	Making	of	Arguments	J.	H.	Gardiner	Secretary	Gates	used	the	term	brief	pause	again	in	his	testimony.	CNN	Transcript	Apr	10,	2008	2008	At	any	rate,	without	going	into	that	specifically,	in	February	he	used	the	term	brief	pause.	CNN	Transcript	Apr	8,	2008	2008	That,	in	brief,	is	the	purpose	of	this	little	volume,	in
which	Dr.	Raper	summarizes	the	results	of	careful	studies,	made	by	himself	and	Professor	Walter	Chivers,	of	the	eight-four	lynchings	of	the	past	five	years.	The	Mob	Still	Rides	2000	What,	in	brief,	is	the	operative	relation	between	aesthetic	pleasure	and	criticism?	Response	to	Thomas	Pfau	1999	This,	in	brief,	is	the	system	which	has	been	laid	out	for	us	by	child	experts	and
educators	generally,	and	the	well-to‑do	parents	of	America	have	accepted	it	without	question	as	the	normal	and	natural	procedure	in	the	upbringing	of	their	children.	Conscripted	Children	1969	Such	in	brief	is	the	outline	of	the	Indian	State	as	it	has	emerged	through	the	fifties.	India	and	the	Sixties	1960	Such	in	brief	is	my	specification	for	a	genus	Americans,	whose	voice	I	do	not
hear.	Wanted:	American	Radicals	1943	This,	in	brief,	is	the	system	which	has	been	laid	out	for	us	by	child	experts	and	educators	generally,	and	the	well-to‑do	parents	of	America	have	accepted	it	without	question	as	the	normal	and	natural	procedure	in	the	upbringing	of	their	children.	Conscripted	Children	1931	This,	in	brief,	is	the	system	which	has	been	laid	out	for	us	by	child
experts	and	educators	generally,	and	the	well-to‑do	parents	of	America	have	accepted	it	without	question	as	the	normal	and	natural	procedure	in	the	upbringing	of	their	children.	Conscripted	Children	1931	Brief	and	debrief	are	verbs	with	a	confusing	relationship.	Based	on	the	structure	of	debrief,	they	would	appear	to	be	opposites.	But	if	brief	means	short,	does	debrief	really
mean	long?	Actually,	it	does	not.	The	sense	in	which	these	words	are	related	does	not	involve	the	length	of	something.	Continue	reading	to	learn	more	about	these	confusing	words.	What	is	the	Difference	Between	Brief	and	Debrief?	In	this	post,	I	will	compare	brief	vs.	debrief.	I	will	use	each	word	in	several	example	sentences	that	shows	you	how	it	should	appear	in	context.	Plus,	I
will	share	a	memory	tool	that	makes	choosing	either	brief	or	debrief	much	easier	next	time	you	need	one	of	these	words.	When	to	Use	Brief	What	does	brief	mean?	Brief	can	be	an	adjective,	a	noun,	or	a	verb.	As	an	adjective,	brief	means	short,	like	in	the	sentence	below,	Write	a	brief	reflection	on	a	session	you	found	insightful	at	the	conference.	As	a	noun,	brief	means	a	summary
or	short	statement.	“Did	everyone	read	the	brief	I	sent	out	via	email?”	asked	the	manager.	As	a	verb,	brief	means	to	prepare	someone	by	informing	him	or	her	of	necessary	information.	As	his	aide,	it	will	be	your	job	to	brief	the	director	on	all	meetings	he	does	not	personally	attend.	When	to	Use	Debrief	What	does	debrief	mean?	Debrief	is	a	verb.	It	means	to	question	someone	after
the	completion	of	an	assignment.	A	spy	will	often	debrief	with	his	or	her	superiors	after	returning	from	the	field,	for	example.	Here	are	some	more	examples,	Protocol	states	that	all	operatives	must	debrief	with	dispatchers	immediately	upon	returning	from	an	engagement.	Debrief	with	me	after	the	plane	touches	down.	Debrief	can	also	function	as	a	noun	where	it	simply	means	a
series	of	questions	about	a	completed	mission	of	assignment.	This	relates	to	the	verb	definition.	Debrief	is	a	relatively	young	word	in	the	history	of	English	and	was	first	recorded	in	1944.	Its	origins	are	unknown.	This	period	in	world	history	was	fraught	with	tensions,	and	World	War	II	saw	heavy	use	of	spies.	It	is	easy	to	speculate	that	this	word	sprang	from	the	geopolitical
tensions	of	the	time.	Trick	to	Remember	the	Difference:	Debrief	vs.	Brief	Brief	can	be	an	adjective,	a	noun,	or	a	verb.	Debrief,	on	the	other	hand,	is	generally	only	ever	a	verb,	as	its	noun	use	is	quite	limited.	If	you	are	using	the	word	as	an	adjective,	brief	is	the	only	choice;	if	you	are	using	the	word	as	a	noun,	brief	is	most	likely	the	choice.	With	verbs,	the	situation	is	a	little	trickier.
To	brief	someone	is	to	give	that	person	information.	To	debrief	the	same	person	would	be	to	interrogate	him,	in	other	words,	to	obtain	information	from	him.	Debrief	and	interrogate	both	have	two	E’s,	so	you	can	use	this	fact	to	pair	the	two	in	your	mind.	Summary	Is	it	debrief	or	brief?	Brief	can	be	an	adjective,	a	noun,	or	a	verb.	As	a	verb,	it	means	to	give	someone	a	summary.
Debrief	is	a	verb	that	means	to	interrogate	someone.	Though	they	are	related,	they	are	not	interchangeable,	and	you	must	use	each	carefully.	To	summarize,	Brief	means	to	inform	someone	with	necessary	information	Debrief	means	to	interrogate	someone	for	information	about	a	recently	completed	assignment.	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Medical,	Legal,	Acronyms,	Idioms,
Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.		(brēf)adj.	brief·er,	brief·est	1.	Short	in	time,	duration,	length,	or	extent.2.	Succinct;	concise:	a	brief	account	of	the	incident.3.	Curt;	abrupt:	We	were	upset	because	he	was	so	brief	with	us.n.1.	A	short,	succinct	statement.2.	A	condensation	or	an	abstract	of	a	larger	document	or	series	of	documents.3.	Law	A	document	concisely	stating	the	legal	points	being
made,	including	often	the	citation	and	explanation	of	supporting	legal	authority.4.	Roman	Catholic	Church	A	papal	letter	that	is	not	as	formal	as	a	bull.6.	often	briefs	Short,	tight-fitting	underpants.7.	briefs	Chiefly	British	The	instructions	that	are	given	to	explain	a	task	or	assignment.tr.v.	briefed,	brief·ing,	briefs	1.	To	give	instructions	or	preparatory	information	to:	briefed	the
astronauts	before	the	mission.Idiom:	[Middle	English	bref,	from	Old	French,	from	Latin	brevis.	N.,	Middle	English	bref,	written	communication,	from	Old	French,	from	Medieval	Latin	breve,	from	Latin,	neuter	of	brevis,	short;	see	mregh-u-	in	Indo-European	roots.]American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin
Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(briːf)	adj1.	short	in	duration:	a	brief	holiday.	2.	short	in	length	or	extent;	scanty:	a	brief	bikini.	3.	abrupt	in	manner;	brusque:	the	professor	was	brief	with	me	this	morning.	4.	terse	or	concise;	containing	few	words:	he	made	a	brief	statement.	n5.	(Journalism	&
Publishing)	a	condensed	or	short	statement	or	written	synopsis;	abstract6.	(Law)	law	a	document	containing	all	the	facts	and	points	of	law	of	a	case	by	which	a	solicitor	instructs	a	barrister	to	represent	a	client7.	(Roman	Catholic	Church)	RC	Church	a	letter	issuing	from	the	Roman	court	written	in	modern	characters,	as	contrasted	with	a	papal	bull;	papal	brief9.	(Rhetoric)	a	paper
outlining	the	arguments	and	information	on	one	side	of	a	debate10.	(Professions)	slang	Brit	a	lawyer,	esp	a	barrister11.	hold	a	brief	for	to	argue	for;	champion12.	in	brief	in	short;	to	sum	upvb	(tr)	13.	to	prepare	or	instruct	by	giving	a	summary	of	relevant	facts14.	to	make	a	summary	or	synopsis	of15.	(Law)	English	law	a.	to	instruct	(a	barrister)	by	briefb.	to	retain	(a	barrister)	as
counsel16.	(foll	by:	against)	to	supply	potentially	damaging	or	negative	information	regarding	someone,	as	to	the	media,	a	politician,	etc[C14:	from	Old	French	bref,	from	Latin	brevis;	related	to	Greek	brakhus]Collins	English	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(brif)
adj.	brief•er,	brief•est,	n.,	v.	adj.	1.	lasting	or	taking	a	short	time.	2.	using	few	words;	concise:	a	brief	report.	4.	scanty:	a	brief	bathing	suit.	n.	5.	a	short	and	concise	statement	or	written	item.	6.	a.	a	memorandum	of	points	of	fact	or	of	law	for	use	in	conducting	a	case.	b.	a	written	statement	submitted	to	a	court	by	counsel	presenting	the	principal	facts,	points	of	law,	and
arguments	related	to	a	client's	case.	8.	briefs,	(used	with	a	pl.	v.)	close-fitting	legless	underpants	with	an	elastic	waistband.	9.	a	papal	letter	less	formal	than	a	bull.	v.t.	10.	to	make	an	abstract	or	summary	of.	11.	to	instruct	by	a	brief	or	briefing.	Idioms:	in	brief,	in	a	few	words;	in	short.	[1250–1300;	Middle	English	bref	<	Anglo-French,	Old	French	<	Latin	brevis	short;	see	breve]
syn:	See	short.	See	also	summary.	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.Past	participle:	briefedGerund:	briefingImperativePresentPreteritePresent	ContinuousPresent	PerfectPast	ContinuousPast	PerfectFutureFuture	PerfectFuture	ContinuousPresent	Perfect
ContinuousFuture	Perfect	ContinuousPast	Perfect	ContinuousConditionalPast	ConditionalCollins	English	Verb	Tables	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2011	Noun1.brief	-	a	document	stating	the	facts	and	points	of	law	of	a	client's	caseamicus	curiae	brief	-	a	brief	presented	by	someone	interested	in	influencing	the	outcome	of	a	lawsuit	but	who	is	not	a	party	to	itlaw,	jurisprudence	-	the
collection	of	rules	imposed	by	authority;	"civilization	presupposes	respect	for	the	law";	"the	great	problem	for	jurisprudence	to	allow	freedom	while	enforcing	order"2.brief	-	a	condensed	written	summary	or	abstractVerb1.brief	-	give	essential	information	to	someone;	"The	reporters	were	briefed	about	the	President's	plan	to	invade"Adj.1.brief	-	of	short	duration	or	distance;	"a	brief
stay	in	the	country"short	-	primarily	temporal	sense;	indicating	or	being	or	seeming	to	be	limited	in	duration;	"a	short	life";	"a	short	flight";	"a	short	holiday";	"a	short	story";	"only	a	few	short	months"2.brief	-	concise	and	succinct;	"covered	the	matter	in	a	brief	statement"concise	-	expressing	much	in	few	words;	"a	concise	explanation"3.brief	-	(of	clothing)	very	short;	"an
abbreviated	swimsuit";	"a	brief	bikini"short	-	(primarily	spatial	sense)	having	little	length	or	lacking	in	length;	"short	skirts";	"short	hair";	"the	board	was	a	foot	short";	"a	short	toss"Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.adjective1.	short,	fast,	quick,	temporary,	fleeting,	swift,	short-lived,	little,	hasty,	momentary,	ephemeral,
quickie	(informal),	transitory	This	time	their	visit	is	brief.	short	long,	extensive,	lengthy,	protracted2.	concise,	short,	limited,	to	the	point,	crisp,	compressed,	terse,	curt,	laconic,	succinct,	clipped,	pithy,	thumbnail,	monosyllabic	Write	a	very	brief	description	of	a	typical	problem.	concise	long,	detailed,	lengthy,	diffuse,	long-winded,	long-drawn-out,	circuitousverb1.	inform,	prime,
prepare,	advise,	fill	in	(informal),	instruct,	clue	in	(informal),	gen	up	(Brit.	informal),	put	in	the	picture	(informal),	give	a	rundown,	keep	(soemone)	posted,	give	the	gen	(Brit.	informal)	A	spokesman	briefed	reporters.noun2.	summary,	résumé,	outline,	sketch,	abstract,	summing-up,	digest,	epitome,	rundown,	synopsis,	précis,	recapitulation,	abridgment	He	gives	me	my	first	brief	of
the	situation.3.	case,	defence,	argument,	data,	contention	a	lawyer's	brief4.	briefly,	in	summary,	in	synopsis,	in	digest	form	And	now	sport	in	brief.Collins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002adjective1.	Not	long	in	time	or	duration:noun	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©
2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	 تاميلْعَت 	 يطْعُيريصَق 	 ،زيجَوزيجَوهرصََتخْمُ 	 ةٌحَمَْل krátkýstručnýstručný	výtahzprávadát	instruktážkortkortvarigorienteresagsresumébriefekurzprägnantZusammenfassungbreveexpedienteinformedar	instruccionesbrefbriefercauseconcisconsignemegbízást
adrövidtényállástömörügyvédi	megbízást	adstutturupplÿsa,	kynnayfirlitbrevecompendiodare	istruzionifascicoloin	breveapatinės	kelnėsaplankasbrifingasinstruktažasinstruktuotiinstruētīssīss	lietas	izklāstsneilgsrezumējumskortkortvarigorienteresette	inn	i	situasjonenstuttkısabrifing	yapmakdava	özetigerekli	bilgileri	vermek	[briːf]A.	ADJ	(briefer	(compar)	(briefest	(superl)))1.	(=
short)	[visit,	period,	career]	→	breve,	corto;	[glimpse,	moment,	interval]	→	breve3.	(=	skimpy)	[panties,	bathing	costume,	shorts]	→	diminuto,	breveCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.
©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(briːf)	adjective	not	long;	short.	a	brief	visit;	a	brief	account.	kort,	vlugtig	 ريصَق 	 ،زيجَو 	кратък	breve	krátký,
stručný	kurz	kort;	kortvarig	σύντομοςbreve	lühike	 مک 	 ؛هاتوک 	lyhyt	brefקצר	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	kratak	rövid	singkat	stuttur	breve	短時間の		trumpas	īss;	neilgs	singkat	kortkortvarig,	stuttkrótki	 %ل 	 ،'نل 	breve	scurt	краткий	krátky,	stručný	kratek	kratak	kort,	kortvarig,	kortfattad	฀฀฀฀฀฀	kısa	短暫的	короткий,	стислий	ngắn	gọn	短暂的	noun	a	short	statement	of	facts	(especially	in	a	lawsuit,	of	a	client's
case).	a	lawyer's	brief.	saakbrief,	saakskrif	 زَجَوم 	/	 هرصََتخْمُ 	 ةٌحَمَْل 	адвокатско	досие	resumo	zpráva,	stručný	výtah	die	Zusammenfassung	sagsresumé	περίληψη	των	γεγονότων	(σε	δίκη)	informe,	expediente	lühi-kokkuvõte	 عیاقو 	 زا 	 یهاتوک 	 یاه 	 ترابع 	kirjelmä	dossierסיכום	סכום,	תדריך,	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	izvod	iz	spisa	tényállás	pernyataan	singkat	yfirlit	memoria	摘要書		trumpas	bylos	išdėstymas	rezumējums;	īss	lietas	izklāsts
ringkas	resuméresymé;	saksresyméstreszczenie,	oświadczenie,	wyciąg	 هنوترابع 	 'نل 	 و=یپ 	справи	виклад	короткий	概要	özeti	dava	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	sammandrag	resumé,	podnesak	razlaga	kratka	správa	резюме	изложение,	краткое	expunere	scurtă	resumo	د	 اٹوھچ 	،	 رصتخم 	bản	tóm	tắt	của	luật	sư	bào	chữa	概要	verb	to	give	detailed	instructions	to	(especially	a	barrister,	group	of	soldiers
etc).	The	astronauts	were	briefed	before	the	space	mission.	opdrag	gee,	inligting	gee	 تاميلْعَت 	 يطْعُي 	инструктирам	instruir	dát	instruktáž	genaue	Anweisungen	geben	orientere;	briefe	ενημερώνω,	δίνω	λεπτομερείς	οδηγίες	dar	instrucciones	a;	constituir	instrueerima	 نداد 	 ار 	 مزلا 	 تاعلاطا 	antaa	selonteko	donner	des	instructions	à	 ךֵרדְָתְל 	฀฀฀฀,	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	informirati
(ügyvédi)	megbízást	ad	memberi	pengarahan	upplÿsa,	kynna	dare	istruzioni	a	事前に説明する		instruktuoti	instruēt	memberi	arahan	instruerenbrife,	orientere,	sette	inn	i	situasjonen	zrobić	odprawę	 لوکرو 	 تاعلاطا 	 ړو 	instruir	a	da	instrucţiuni	инструктировать	dať	inštruktáž	dati	napotke	dati	uputstva	instruera,	ge	direktiv	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	gerekli	bilgileri	vermek,	brifing	yapmak	向...提供詳細指示
інструктувати	 اناھجمس 	 تلایصفت 	chỉ	dẫn	chi	tiết	向…介绍基本情况，向...下达指示	ˈbriefing	noun	instructions	and	information.	The	pilots	were	given	a	briefing	before	they	left.	finale	opdragte	kry	 تاميلْعَت 	инструктаж	instrução	instruktáž	die	Instruktion	orientering;	briefing	οδηγίες,	ενημέρωσηinstrucciones,	sesión	informativa	briifing	 دومنهر 	käskynjako	instructionsתדרוך	฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀	upute
eligazítás	instruksi,	pengarahan	leiðbeiningar	og	upplÿsingar	istruzioni	状況説明		instruktažas,	brifingas	instruktāža	memberi	taklimat	instructiesorienteringodprawa	 دوPرلا 	instrução	briefing;	instrucţiuni	инструктаж	inštrukcie	navodila	instruktaža	orientering,	instruktion[er]	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀	bigi	ve	talimat,	brifing	簡報會	інструктаж	 تامولعم 	و	 تایاد ฀	lời	chỉ	dẫn	情况简介，简报	ˈbriefly	adverbHe	told
me	briefly	what	he	knew.	kort,	kortliks	 راصِتخْاب 	накратко	resumidamente	stručně	kurz	i	korthed;	kortfattet	με	λίγα	λόγια,	εν	συντομίαbrevemente,	resumidamente,	en	pocas	palabras	lühidalt	 هصلاخ 	 روطب 	lyhyesti	brièvement	 רּוצקְִּב 	,	 רּוצקְִּב 	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	kratko	röviden	secara	singkat	í	stuttu	máli	brevemente	簡潔に		trumpai	īsi;	koncentrēti	secara	ringkas	kortkort,	i	korte	vendingerkrótko	
resumo	pe	scurt	кратко	stručne	(na)	kratko	ukratko	kortfattat	฀฀฀฀	฀	kısaca,	özetle	簡要地	коротко,	стисло	 رپ 	 روط 	 رصتخم 	ngắn	gọn	简要地briefs	noun	plural	(used	especially	in	shops)	women's	pants	or	men's	underpants.	a	pair	of	briefs.	knapbroekie	 ريصَق 	 يناتحَْت 	 سابِل 	бельо	roupa	de	baixo	kalhotky,	slipy	der	Slip	trusser;	underbukser	σλιπάκι	calzoncillos;	bragas;	ropa	interior	aluspüksid	
alushousut	slipתחתונים	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	gaćice	od	trikoa	bugyi	celana	dalam	(nær)buxur	slip	ブリーフ		apatinės	kelnės	biksītes;	(īsās)	apakšbikses	seluar	dalam	slipje,	onderbroektruserspodenki	 سیمک 	 'نل 	 یدنلا 	 راولشد 	cuecas	slip	трусы	nohavičky,	spodky	hlačke	gaćice	kalsong[er]	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	don	短褲	труси	฀ ماج 	 ریز ฀	 	ک ںوتروع 	 ای 	، ฀	 یگناج ฀	 	ک ںودرم 	quần	đùi	短裤brevity	(ˈbrevəti)	noun	shortness	(of	speech,	writing,	time	etc).	He	is	well
known	for	the	brevity	of	his	speeches.	kortheid	 زاجيإ 	краткотрайност	brevidade	stručnost,	krátkost	die	Kürze	korthed	συντομία,	βραχύτητα	brevedad,	concisión	lühidus	 زاجیا 	lyhyys	concisionקוצר	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	sažetost	rövidség	keringkasan	stuttleiki,	gagnorður	stíll	brevità,	concisione	簡潔さ		trumpumas	īsums	keringkasan	ucapan	kortheid,	bondigheidkorthet	krótkość,	zwięzłość	 یلاو'نل 	 وربخ د	
brevidade	concizie	краткость	krátkosť,	stručnosť	kratkost	kratkoća	korthet,	koncishet	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	kısalık	簡短	стислість	 یظافلا 	 لیلق 	،	 لامجا 	sự	ngắn	gọn	简短ˈbriefcase	noun	a	light	case	for	papers,	made	of	leather	etc.	a	businessman's	briefcase.	aktetas	 قِئاثولا 	 ِةَظفَحْمَ 	куфарче	pasta	diplomatický	kufřík	die	Aktentasche	mappe;	attachétaske	χαρτοφύλακαςmaletín	mapp	 دانسا 	 فیک 	salkku	porte-documents	
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	฀฀	฀฀฀	aktovka	aktatáska	tas	kantor,	aktentas	skjalataska	borsa,	cartella	書類かばん		가	portfelis,	aplankas	(ādas)	mape;	portfelis	beg	bimbit	aktentasstresskoffert,	dokumentmappeaktówka	 سکب 	 ودانسا 	د	 ،سیکفیرب 	pasta	ser​vietă	портфель	diplomatka,	aktovka	aktovka	aktentašna	portfölj	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	evrak	çantası	公事包	портфель;	кейс	 سیک 	 اٹوھچ ฀	 ئل ฀	 ک ฀	 نھکر ฀	 ریغو 	 تاذغاک
in	brief	in	a	few	words.	In	brief,	we	have	been	successful.	kortliks,	kortom	 راصِتخْلأاب 	накратко	em	resumo	ve	stručnosti	kurzgesagt	kort	sagt;	kort	fortalt	εν	ολίγοις	en	resumen,	en	resumidas	cuentas	lühidalt	 هصلاخ 	lyhyesti	en	résumé	בקיצור	בקצור,	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	ukratko	röviden	secara	singkat	í	stuttu	máli,	í	einu	orði	sagt	in	breve	要するに		trumpai	sakant	īsumā;	īsi	sakot	dengan	kata
pendek	in	het	kortkort	sagt	krótko	mówiąc	 هصلاخ 	em	resumo	pe	scurt	вкратце	skrátka	skratka	ukratko	i	korthet	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	kısaca,	özet	olarak	簡而言之	коротко,	стисло	 رپ 	 روط 	 رصتخم 	tóm	lại	简言之Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	→	 زيجَو 	krátký	kort	kurz	σύντομος	breve	lyhyt	bref	kratak	breve	短い	฀฀฀	kort	kort	zwięzły	breve	недолгий	kort	฀฀฀฀฀
฀฀฀฀	kısa	ngắn	gọn	简短的Multilingual	Translator	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2009	adv.	brevemente,	concisamente;	en	pocas	palabras;	a.	breve,	corto-a,	conciso-a.	English-Spanish	Medical	Dictionary	©	Farlex	2012	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	Experience	has
suggested	the	brief	introductory	statement	of	main	literary	principles,	too	often	taken	for	granted	by	teachers,	with	much	resulting	haziness	in	the	student's	mind.I	envy	you	your	beauty	and	your	perfume."	The	Rose	replied,	"I	indeed,	dear	Amaranth,	flourish	but	for	a	brief	season!A	HURLED-BACK	Allegation,	which,	after	a	brief	rest,	had	again	started	forth	upon	its	mission	of
mischief,	met	an	Ink-stand	in	mid-air.About	Anna,"	Stepan	Arkadyevitch	said,	pausing	for	a	brief	space,	and	shaking	off	the	unpleasant	impression.For	a	brief,	sickening	moment	Tarzan	felt	the	slipping	of	the	rope	to	which	he	clung,	and	heard	the	scraping	of	the	block	of	stone	against	the	masonry	above.As	soon	as	the	merry	meal	and	a	brief	interval	of	repose	were	over,	it	was
unanimously	voted	to	have	some	charades.During	that	time	she	never	appeared	at	church,	and	I	never	went	near	the	house:	I	only	knew	she	was	still	there	by	her	brother's	brief	answers	to	my	many	and	varied	inquiries	respecting	her."I,"	said	his	Chief,	Exacting	and	brief,	"I'll	give	him	the	spur."How	strange!--a	mere	bullet-	stroke	and	a	brief	unconsciousness	should	not	make	one
a	physical	wreck.Nothing	could	have	been	more	naturally	introduced,	or	more	delicately	managed,	than	my	wife's	brief	reference	to	the	subject.Underneath	the	elms	we	parted,	By	the	lowly	cottage	door;	One	brief	word	alone	was	uttered	Never	on	our	lips	before;	And	away	I	walked	forlornly,	Broken-hearted	evermore.Starting	from	a	brief	standing	sleep,	I	was	horribly	conscious
of	something	fatally	wrong.


