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Money	plant	care	tips

The	Pachira	aquatica,	also	known	as	the	Guiana	Chestnut,	is	a	popular	indoor	plant	believed	to	bring	good	fortune.	This	guide	aims	to	help	you	care	for	your	money	tree	plant,	preventing	common	issues	and	ensuring	it	thrives.	Caring	for	a	money	tree	involves	watering	when	2-4	inches	of	soil	are	dry,	providing	bright,	indirect	light,	and	using	well-
draining	soil	in	a	glazed	ceramic	or	clay	pot.	Maintaining	temperatures	between	60-75°F	and	humidity	levels	at	50%	is	also	crucial.	In	this	comprehensive	guide	to	money	tree	care,	we'll	delve	into	each	aspect,	offering	practical	advice	and	insights.	If	you've	previously	struggled	with	keeping	your	money	tree	alive,	don't	worry	–	this	guide	will	help	you
overcome	those	challenges.	Before	diving	into	the	specifics	of	care,	let's	explore	the	origins	of	the	Pachira	aquatica.	Native	to	South	and	Central	America,	the	money	tree	is	a	swamp-dwelling	plant	species.	While	often	referred	to	as	the	money	tree,	other	names	include	Guiana	chestnut,	French	peanut,	and	Malabar	chestnut.	These	nicknames	are	due
to	its	fruiting	habits;	within	four	or	five	years	of	maturity,	it	produces	green,	oval-shaped	pods	containing	seeds.	The	seeds	can	be	roasted,	yielding	a	flavor	reminiscent	of	chestnuts.	What	sets	the	money	tree	apart	is	its	unique,	braided	stems,	which	are	said	to	bring	good	luck.	Indoors,	these	plants	typically	reach	heights	of	six	to	eight	feet,
significantly	shorter	than	their	outdoor	counterparts,	which	can	grow	up	to	60	feet	tall.	If	you're	reading	this	article	because	your	money	tree	is	struggling	and	in	need	of	rescue,	I	recommend	checking	out	my	related	piece	on	saving	a	dying	money	tree	first.	This	section	will	guide	you	through	the	essential	care	requirements	for	a	healthy,	thriving
money	tree,	including	watering,	lighting,	soil,	and	fertilization	needs.	Remember	to	wait	until	the	soil	is	drier	than	usual	before	watering	your	money	tree,	as	this	can	help	prevent	overwatering.	When	it's	time	to	water,	be	sure	to	do	so	deeply	and	thoroughly,	keeping	in	mind	that	the	best	rule	of	thumb	is	to	pour	in	water	until	it	flows	out	of	the	pot.
Money	trees	require	proper	watering	and	drainage.	Make	sure	the	pot	has	holes	at	the	bottom,	then	remove	the	saucer	and	dump	excess	water.	Don't	let	the	plant	stand	in	water,	as	this	can	be	fatal.	Instead,	use	a	gauge	like	the	fingertip	test	to	ensure	you're	not	over-	or	under-watering.	If	the	leaves	become	crinkled,	curled,	and	yellowed,	it	may	be
due	to	underwatering.	Money	trees	prefer	bright,	indirect	light.	Avoid	direct	sunlight,	which	can	cause	leaves	to	dry	out	and	burn.	Instead,	create	a	natural	habitat	by	placing	the	plant	near	other	trees	or	using	a	curtain	to	filter	the	sun's	rays.	If	you	do	encounter	damaged	leaves,	prune	them	to	redirect	the	plant's	energy.	When	choosing	a	spot	for
your	money	tree,	consider	the	window's	orientation.	Northerly-facing	windows	provide	consistent	but	not	direct	light,	making	it	an	ideal	spot.	Southerly-	and	westerly-facing	windows	receive	too	much	sunlight,	while	easterly-facing	windows	get	indirect	light	in	the	afternoon.	Use	standard	potting	soil	with	excellent	drainage	for	your	money	tree.
Consider	adding	peat	moss	as	a	soil	amendment	to	improve	drainage,	retain	nutrients,	and	extend	the	time	between	fertilizing.	The	ideal	soil	composition	for	a	money	tree	involves	a	mix	of	potting	soil,	sphagnum,	and	sand.	A	general	ratio	is	one	part	potting	soil	to	one	part	sphagnum.	Sand	enhances	the	soil's	aeration	by	dispersing	its	small	particles.
However,	adding	excessive	sand	can	lead	to	compaction,	reducing	the	need	for	frequent	watering.	It	is	crucial	to	choose	soil	amendments	with	a	pH	level	compatible	with	the	money	tree's	preference	of	6.0	to	7.5.	Peat	moss	can	vary	in	acidity	depending	on	the	brand,	and	some	varieties	may	be	too	acidic	for	the	plant.	A	semi-porous	pot	with	clay	or
ceramic	materials	is	recommended	due	to	the	plant's	sensitivity	to	standing	water	and	dryness.	The	use	of	plastic	liners	allows	the	pot	to	retain	moisture	while	minimizing	excessive	absorption.	Glazed	ceramic	or	clay	pots	offer	improved	nonporosity.	It	is	essential	to	select	a	pot	with	drainage	holes,	as	blocking	them	can	be	more	challenging	than
creating	new	ones.	The	money	tree	is	a	fragile	plant	that	requires	careful	handling	due	to	its	large	size.	In	terms	of	temperature,	the	money	tree	prefers	an	average	room	temperature	of	60	to	75	degrees	Fahrenheit	but	can	tolerate	slightly	warmer	temperatures,	such	as	80	or	85	degrees.	However,	above	85	degrees,	the	plant	enters	the	danger	zone
and	may	suffer	from	heat	stress.	If	the	temperature	reaches	100	degrees,	it	is	too	hot	for	the	money	tree.	Money	Tree's	Recovery	Time	Varies	by	Stress	Level	and	Environmental	Conditions	Plant	should	be	okay	in	a	matter	of	hours	to	a	day,	perhaps	longer	if	the	stress	was	severe.	Surprisingly,	money	tree	has	excellent	cold	tolerance,	can	withstand
temps	up	to	10	degrees	lower	than	its	preferred	range.	Humidity	requirements	are	relatively	low,	a	relative	humidity	of	50	percent	is	preferable.	Homes	and	offices	already	have	average	humidity	between	30-50	percent.	Money	Tree	Fertilization	Fertilizer	support	healthy	plant	growth.	Macronutrients	include	nitrogen,	phosphorus,	and	potassium,
balance	should	be	listed	numerically	like	10-10-10.	Apply	fertilizer	once	per	month	during	spring	active	growing	season,	dilute	to	half-strength	as	label	instructions	state.	Common	Money	Tree	Problems	Pests	can	cause	damage	to	the	tree's	leaves.	Aphids	suck	sap	from	leaves,	causing	mold	growth	and	spreading	diseases.	Scale	insects	produce	wax	as
defense	mechanism,	mealybugs	spread	diseases.	Control	Methods	Aphids:	Hand-flick	or	use	essential	oils/neem	oil.	Scale	Insects:	Dip	cotton	swab	in	rubbing	alcohol	and	apply	to	infested	area.	Mealybugs:	Cotton	swabs	with	rubbing	alcohol	or	mix	dish	soap	with	rubbing	alcohol.	Whiteflies:	Mix	dish	soap	with	rubbing	alcohol	and	apply	directly.	A
homemade	bug	spray	made	with	water	and	dish	soap	in	a	spray	bottle	can	effectively	eliminate	whiteflies.	Mites	are	tiny	arachnids	that	infest	houseplants	like	money	trees	due	to	their	small	size.	Rubbing	alcohol	can	be	used	to	kill	mites	easily.	Keep	an	eye	out	for	plant	diseases,	as	weak	plants	often	become	targets	of	insect	infestations.	Root	rot
caused	by	overwatering	can	be	deadly	if	not	treated	by	removing	dead	roots	and	reducing	watering	frequency.	Oedema	occurs	when	moisture	builds	up	in	the	pot,	causing	blister-like	spots	on	leaves.	Fungus	mildew	appears	on	money	trees	that	are	too	damp	and	can	be	treated	by	wiping	away	surface-level	mildew	and	reducing	standing	water.
Anthracnose	leaf	spot	is	a	fungal	disease	that	causes	brownish	or	blackish	spots	across	foliage	and	requires	a	fungicidal	spray	to	treat.	Common	issues	with	money	trees	include	leaves	falling	off	due	to	temperature	fluctuations,	turning	yellow	due	to	watering	or	lighting	issues,	or	becoming	curled	or	drooped	due	to	overwatering.	To	resolve	these
issues,	adjust	watering	habits,	check	the	thermostat,	and	provide	sufficient	light.	If	you're	concerned	about	bringing	a	money	tree	into	your	home,	consider	its	non-toxic	nature,	making	it	safe	for	households	with	pets.	The	money	tree,	also	known	as	Pachira	aquatica,	is	a	low-maintenance	plant	that	brings	good	fortune	and	positive	energy	into	homes.
With	proper	care,	it	can	live	for	around	10-15	years,	making	it	a	long-term	companion.	Not	only	does	the	money	tree	add	beauty	to	indoor	spaces,	but	it	also	helps	purify	the	air	by	removing	chemicals,	creating	a	healthier	environment	for	occupants.	In	Feng	Shui,	the	money	tree	is	believed	to	promote	better	sleep	and	reduce	anxiety.	Its	versatility
makes	it	an	excellent	choice	for	indoor	and	balcony	gardens,	and	its	ability	to	thrive	in	various	conditions	has	earned	it	popularity	among	gardeners	of	all	levels.	This	guide	will	explore	10	types	of	money	plants,	including	the	Golden	Pothos,	Neon	Pothos,	Marble	Queen	Pothos,	and	Jade	Pothos,	providing	easy	care	tips	for	each.	This	plant	thrives	with
gentle	shine	on	it.	Tip:	Perfect	for	dim	areas,	but	grows	faster	when	sunlight	is	soft	and	not	direct.	Satin	Pothos	has	leaves	that	are	super	soft	like	velvet	and	have	shiny	dots	all	over	them.	Its	unique	way	of	growing	down	makes	it	perfect	for	hanging	baskets	or	shelves	where	plants	go.	Even	though	its	care	needs	are	similar	to	other	pothos	types,	its
special	look	sets	it	apart.	Light:	Gentle	sunlight	that's	not	too	harsh.	Watering:	Only	water	when	top	soil	feels	dry.	Best	Place:	Hang	pots	or	near	windows	with	a	bit	of	shade.	Tip:	Satin	Pothos	likes	the	air	moist,	so	consider	misting	its	leaves	regularly.	The	Manjula	Pothos	has	huge,	wavy	leaves	in	different	shades	of	white,	cream,	and	green.	It	grows
slow	but	people	love	it	for	how	pretty	it	looks.	Light:	Soft	sunlight	that	filters	through.	Watering:	Only	water	when	soil	feels	really	dry.	Best	Place:	Bright	rooms	with	some	shade.	Tip:	Don't	put	this	plant	directly	under	strong	sunlight	as	it	can	hurt	its	leaves.	The	Cebu	Blue	Pothos	is	special	because	of	its	bluish-green	leaves.	It	grows	fast	and	looks
beautiful	hanging	down,	making	it	great	for	balconies	or	baskets	that	hang.	Light:	Soft	sunlight	that's	not	too	harsh.	Watering:	Only	water	when	top	inch	of	soil	feels	dry.	Best	Place:	Hang	pots	or	balcony	railings.	Tip:	Cebu	Blue	loves	moist	air,	so	misting	its	leaves	regularly	can	help	it	grow	well.	The	Silver	Pothos	has	leaves	with	silver	patterns	and
heart	shapes.	It	grows	in	places	with	little	sunlight,	making	it	perfect	for	homes	with	limited	natural	light.	Light:	Soft	or	low	light.	Watering:	Only	water	when	topsoil	is	dry.	Best	Place:	Shelves	or	hanging	pots.	Tip:	Keep	its	soil	well-draining	to	prevent	roots	from	getting	damaged.	The	Hawaiian	Pothos	has	bigger	leaves	than	other	pothos	types,	with
yellow	patterns	that	look	striking.	It	grows	fast	and	can	be	trained	to	climb	up	poles	or	trellises.	Light:	Soft	sunlight	that's	not	too	harsh.	Watering:	Only	water	when	soil	is	dry	to	the	touch.	Best	Place:	Balcony	or	near	a	sunny	window.	Tip:	Prune	it	regularly	to	keep	its	growth	in	check.	The	Pearls	and	Jade	Pothos	has	white	and	green	patterns	on	its
leaves,	making	them	look	very	pretty.	Its	leaves	are	smaller	than	other	pothos	types	but	have	a	unique	pattern	that	makes	them	desirable.	Light:	Soft	sunlight	that's	not	too	harsh.	Watering:	Only	water	when	topsoil	feels	dry.	Best	Place:	Indoors	near	bright	windows.	Tip:	Keep	it	away	from	direct	sunlight	to	prevent	its	leaves	from	getting	burned.
Some	general	tips	for	all	money	plants:	Soil:	Its	soil	should	drain	well	to	prevent	roots	from	getting	damaged.	Watering:	Most	of	them	prefer	slightly	dry	soil,	so	only	water	when	top	layer	feels	really	dry.	Light:	Indirect	sunlight	is	best	for	most	varieties;	avoid	direct	sunlight	as	it	can	burn	their	leaves.	Humidity:	Money	plants	love	humid	environments,
so	consider	misting	your	plants,	especially	during	the	dry	season.	Fertilizer:	Money	Plants:	A	Beginner's	Guide	to	Growing	a	Thriving	Collection	Money	plants	are	versatile	and	easy	to	care	for,	making	them	perfect	for	both	beginners	and	experienced	gardeners.	They	offer	a	variety	of	colors	and	textures	to	enhance	your	home,	and	following	this	care
guide	will	help	you	enjoy	a	thriving	money	plant	collection	that	brings	positive	energy	and	good	luck.	
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