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Application	form	for	spousal	open	work	permit	in	canada

How	long	is	a	spouse	open	work	permit	valid?	Individuals	who	have	applied	to	be	sponsored	by	their	spouse,	or	those	whose	spouses	are	in	Canada	on	a	study	or	work	permit	may	be	able	to	apply	for	a	spousal	open	work	permit.	Note:	Immigration	policies	and	fees	are	subject	to	change.	If	requested,	you	may	need	to	provide	a	detailed	relationship
history	explaining	how	and	when	you	met,	your	engagement	or	wedding,	and	your	time	spent	together.	Ineligibility	at	Port	of	Entry:	You	cannot	apply	for	a	SOWP	at	a	port	of	entry.	Residence:	To	be	eligible	for	SOWP,	you	must	be	physically	residing	in	Canada	with	your	spouse	or	common-law	partner	during	the	application	process.	Joint	financial
responsibilities	(e.g.,	shared	accounts	or	investments).	Your	sponsor	must	be:	A	Canadian	citizen	or	permanent	resident,	or	A	foreign	national	authorized	to	work	in	Canada	(e.g.,	on	a	valid	work	permit).	For	information,	use	the	table	below:	CategoryPrincipal	applicant's	occupational	skill	level	requirementPrincipal	applicant's	minimum	work	permit
length	Spouses	or	common-law	partners	of	Atlantic	Immigration	Program	(AIP)	work	permit	holdersTEER	0,	1,	2	or	36	months	Spouses	or	common-law	partners	of	Quebec	selection	certificate	(CSQ)	holdersAny	occupational	skill	level6	months	Spouses	or	common-law	partners	of	provincial	nomineesAny	occupational	skill	level6	months	Spouses	or
common-law	partners	of	bridging	open	work	permit	(BOWP)	holdersVaries	depending	on	program	principal	applicant	applies	under6	months	Spouses	or	common-law	partners	of	open	work	permit	holders	other	than	BOWP	(incl.	Can	a	spouse	open	work	permit	be	extended?	There	is	no	minimum	amount	of	time	that	an	applicant	must	wait	before
applying	for	a	permit	after	getting	married.	If	you	submitted	a	paper-based	application,	you	may	check	the	status	by	linking	it	to	an	online	IRCC	account.	Details	of	Intended	Work	in	Canada:	Question	1:	Select	"Open	Work	Permit."	Questions	2	to	8:	Leave	these	blank.	For	this	reason,	it	is	important	to	include	proof	of	any	ties	you	may	have	to	your
home	country.	Proof	of	Status	in	Canada:	Copies	of	your	current	immigration	documents	(e.g.,	visitor	record,	study	permit,	or	work	permit).	Absence	of	proof	of	a	genuine	relationship–	Since	the	spousal	open	work	permit	is	based	on	your	relationship	to	your	spouse	or	common-law	partner,	it	is	important	to	provide	sufficient	proof	of	your	genuine
relationship.	Ensure	that	all	supporting	documentation	and	required	proof	of	payments	for	all	applications	are	included.	If	an	applicant	is	out	of	status	in	Canada,	they	must	wait	until	their	permanent	residence	application	has	received	approval	in	principle	to	submit	their	work	permit	application.	Medical	Examination:	If	required,	proof	of	a	medical
exam.	Acknowledgment	of	Receipt	(AOR):	Letter	confirming	your	permanent	residence	application	is	in	process.	Step-by-Step	Application	Process	Prepare	Your	Application:	Create	an	Online	Account:	Sign	in	to	or	create	an	IRCC	secure	account	to	apply	online.	This	means	you	need	to	be:	The	spouse	(legally	married	partner)	of	the	sponsor,	with	a
valid	marriage	certificate	as	proof,	or	A	common-law	partner,	which	requires	proof	of	cohabitation	for	at	least	12	continuous	months	(e.g.,	shared	lease	agreements,	utility	bills,	or	joint	bank	accounts).	If	your	spousal	open	work	permit	is	refused,	you	may	be	eligible	to	re-apply.	Pay	the	Applicable	Fees:	Work	Permit	Fee:	CAD	$155.	You	should	only	re-
apply	if	you	can	provide	additional	information	or	documentation	to	address	the	reason	or	refusal.	It's	advisable	to	consult	the	official	IRCC	website	or	a	professional	immigration	consultant	for	the	most	current	information.	The	processing	time	for	a	spousal	open	work	permit	will	depend	on	what	type	of	permit	your	spouse	applied	for.	Digital	Photo:
Recent	passport-sized	photograph	meeting	IRCC	specifications.	If	your	spouse	is	currently	working	or	studying	in	Canada,	or	if	you	have	applied	to	be	sponsored	for	permanent	residence	by	your	spouse	or	partner	in	Canada,	you	may	be	eligible	for	an	open	work	permit.	To	check	the	approximate	processing	time	for	a	particular	application,	visit
Canada’s	dedicated	webpage.	If	you	need	help	figuring	out	the	application,	simply	contact	us	and	a	member	of	our	team	will	assist	you	with	scheduling	a	consultation.	How	long	does	a	spouse	open	work	permit	take	to	process?	Insufficient	ties	to	home	country–	When	applying	for	temporary	status	in	Canada,	the	officer	must	be	satisfied	that	you	will
leave	by	the	end	of	your	authorized	stay.	What	is	a	spouse	open	work	permit?	If	the	officer	is	not	convinced	that	you	will	leave	Canada	by	the	end	of	your	authorized	stay,	your	application	may	be	refused.	Applications	must	be	submitted	online	through	the	IRCC	secure	account.	Personalized	Guidance:	Every	client’s	situation	is	unique.	Spouse	open
work	permit	document	checklist	The	documents	required	for	a	Canadian	spouse	work	permit	will	depend	on	the	category	you	are	applying	under.	A	foreign	national	must	have	valid	status	in	Canada	(visitor,	student,	worker,	etc.)	in	order	to	submit	a	work	permit	application	at	the	same	time	as	their	permanent	residence	application.	No	evidence	that
your	spouse	is	attending	a	DLI	–	If	you	are	applying	for	a	SOWP	as	the	spouse	of	a	student,	your	spouse	will	need	to	provide	sufficient	evidence	that	they	are	studying	at	a	Canadian	Designated	Learning	Institute	(DLI)	and	are	actively	enrolled	in	class.	This	requirement	emphasizes	that	the	applicant	and	sponsor	are	living	together	and	have
established	a	life	in	Canada.	Applicants	may	need	to	provide	the	following	documents	as	part	of	their	work	permit	application:	Acknowledgement	of	Receipt	(AOR)	letter	Provincial	nomination	certificate	(if	applicable)	Certificat	d’acceptation	du	Québec	(CAQ)	(Quebec	Acceptance	Certificate)	(if	applicable)	Completed	application	forms	Proof	of	status
in	Canada	Proof	of	spouse’s	status	in	Canada	Marriage	certificate	or	proof	of	common-law	status	Proof	of	relationship	to	the	principal	applicant	A	valid	copy	of	your	passport	Medical	exam	results	(if	requested)	Proof	of	payment	for	applicable	government	fees	Spouse	open	work	permit	medical	request	You	may	require	a	medical	exam	when	applying
for	a	spousal	open	work	permit.	Follow-Up:	Monitor	your	application	status	and	communicate	with	IRCC	on	your	behalf.	Missing	proof	of	employment	–	If	you	are	applying	for	a	SOWP	based	on	your	spouse’s	employment,	it	is	important	to	provide	documents	that	support	their	employment	in	Canada.	IRCC	may	assess	the	genuineness	of	your
relationship	by	examining	evidence	such	as:	Photographs	together	from	various	life	events.	If	required,	candidates	may	choose	to	take	the	medical	exam	upfront,	or	after	receiving	a	medical	exam	request	from	IRCC.	Ensure	you	maintain	legal	status	throughout	the	process,	as	applying	without	valid	status	can	lead	to	delays	or	refusals.	Open	work
permit	holders	must	also	comply	with	federal,	provincial	or	territorial	labour	laws	to	work.	The	requirements	for	applying	for	a	spousal	open	work	permit	depend	on	the	type	of	status	your	spouse	has	in	Canada.	Can	I	stay	in	Canada	if	my	visitor	permit	expires	while	waiting	for	my	SOWP	to	process?	Even	if	they	apply	online,	they	should	read	the
instruction	guide	before	they	…	Individuals	who	have	applied	to	be	sponsored	by	their	spouse,	or	those	whose	spouses	are	in	Canada	on	a	study	or	work	permit	may	be	able	to	apply	for	a	…	Who	Can	Apply	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit?	This	ensures	that	the	primary	applicant	has	legal	grounds	to	support	the	dependent	applicant	under	Canadian
immigration	policies.	While	applying	for	a	spousal	open	work	permit,	dependent	children	may	also	accompany	the	permit	holder	by	applying	for	a	visitor	record.	Can	I	add	my	dependents	on	my	spouse	open	work	permit?	Eligibility	requirements	for	a	spousal	work	permit	and	visa	In	order	to	qualify	for	a	spousal	open	work	permit,	you	must	meet
certain	minimum	requirements,	including:	Must	be	in	a	genuine	relationship	with	a	qualifying	foreign	national	principal	applicant,	permanent	resident,	or	citizen;	Must	be	eligible	to	apply	as	the	spouse	of	a	qualifying	foreign	national,	or	as	an	in	Canada	sponsorship	applicant	(see	above);	and	Are	not	criminally	or	medically	inadmissible	to	Canada
Additional	criteria	will	vary	depending	on	the	category	of	SOWP	you	are	applying	under.	If	you	applied	for	In-Canada	sponsorship	on	a	visitor	permit	that	is	expiring,	and	you	have	applied	for	a	spousal	open	work	permit,	you	will	be	on	maintained	status.	Determine	your	…	Who	can	apply	for	a	spouse	open	work	permit?	Transparent	Process:	We
believe	in	complete	transparency.	One	of	the	main	reasons	spousal	open	work	permits	are	refused	is	that	the	applicant	is	unable	to	demonstrate	sufficient	proof	of	their	relationship	to	their	eligible	spouse.	As	of	December	2024,	Immigration,	Refugees	and	Citizenship	Canada	(IRCC)	has	specific	guidelines	for	SOWP	applications.	Worker:	A	holder	of	a
valid	work	permit.	If	you	and	your	spouse	divorce	or	your	common-law	relationship	ends	after	you’ve	received	your	spousal	open	work	permit,	your	permit	will	not	be	revoked.	You	can	find	a	panel	physician	near	you	on	IRCC’s	Find	a	Panel	Physician	webpage.	Eligibility	Criteria	To	be	eligible	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	(SOWP),	you	must	meet
the	following	criteria:	Relationship	Status:	To	qualify	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	(SOWP),	you	must	have	a	recognized	relationship	status	with	the	sponsor.	Lacking	proof	of	funds	–	If	the	officer	reviewing	your	case	is	not	convinced	that	you	and	your	spouse	will	have	sufficient	funds	to	support	your	stay	in	Canada,	your	application	may	be	refused.
Submit	Your	Application:	Upload	all	required	documents	and	submit	your	application	through	your	IRCC	secure	account.	Reasons	spouse	open	work	permit	are	rejected	There	are	many	reasons	a	spousal	open	work	permit	may	be	rejected.	Engaging	in	any	form	of	employment	in	Canada	without	the	proper	work	permit	is	unlawful	and	can	jeopardize
future	immigration	applications.	Excluding	this	documentation	could	result	in	a	refusal.	Why	Choose	Peerless	Immigration	Services	for	Your	SOWP	Application?	There	are	many	options	for	candidates	working	in	Canada	to	transition	to	permanent	residence	status.	Apply	for	an	open	work	permit.	Trust	us	to	be	your	reliable	partner	in	turning	your
Canadian	dream	into	reality.	Approval	in	principle	(AIP)	means	that	a	person’s	permanent	residence	application	has	been	cleared	by	IRCC	as	meeting	the	eligibility	requirements,	but	the	application	has	not	yet	passed	through	processing	for	medical	exams	and	security/background	checks.	That’s	where	Peerless	Immigration	Services	comes	in!	Here’s
why	we	are	the	trusted	partner	for	thousands	of	clients	worldwide:	Proven	Expertise:	With	a	track	record	of	assisting	over	4,000	clients	and	achieving	a	97%	success	rate,	our	expertise	speaks	for	itself.	Valid	Status	Requirement:	You	must	have	valid	temporary	resident	status	in	Canada	to	apply	for	a	SOWP.	Student:	A	holder	of	a	valid	study	permit.
Contact	us	to	discuss	your	work	permit	needs	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	Overview	Spouse	Open	Work	Permit	Application	FAQ	If	a	foreign	national	is	successful	in	their	work	permit	application,	they	will	be	issued	an	open	work	permit	authorizing	them	to	work	for	multiple	employers	in	any	location	in	Canada	while	their	permanent	residency
application	is	processing,	or	while	their	spouse	has	valid	status	in	Canada.	Here	are	six	of	the	most	common	reasons:	Principal	applicant	is	living	outside	Canada	–	Your	spouse	must	be	living	inside	Canada	on	eligible,	legal	status	in	order	for	you	to	apply	for	a	spousal	open	work	permit.	Complete	the	Application	Form:	Form	IMM	5710:	Fill	out	the
Application	to	Change	Conditions,	Extend	my	Stay	or	Remain	in	Canada	as	a	Worker.	Proof	of	Spouse's	Status:	Copies	of	your	spouse's	or	partner's	Canadian	citizenship,	permanent	residence,	or	valid	work	permit.	If	your	permanent	residence	application	has	been	approved	in	principle:	The	open	work	permit	application	may	be	submitted	online	or	in
hard	copy	to	the	Case	Processing	Centre	in	Vegreville	(CPC-V),	Alberta.	Restoration	must	be	done	within	90	days	of	status	expiry.	Error-Free	Documentation:	With	years	of	experience,	our	experts	meticulously	review	your	documents	to	minimize	errors	that	could	lead	to	delays	or	rejections.	Proof	of	shared	residence	may	include	a	rental	lease
agreement,	utility	bills	with	both	names,	or	correspondence	addressed	to	the	same	location.	A	SOWP	is	tied	to	the	permit	of	the	spouse,	or	‘lead	applicant’,	and	will	only	be	valid	for	as	long	as	the	lead	applicant’s	permit.	Biometrics:	If	required,	pay	the	biometrics	fee	and	provide	your	fingerprints	and	photograph	at	a	designated	collection	point.	What
happens	if	my	spouse	open	work	permit	is	refused?	For	a	full	evaluation	of	your	options,	start	by	completing	our	free	online	assessment	form.	Can	I	work	anywhere	in	Canada	on	a	spouse	open	work	permit?	However,	if	your	relationship	ends	while	your	application	is	still	processing,	you	must	inform	IRCC	of	your	updated	relationship	status,	and	will
no	longer	be	eligible	for	a	SOWP.	If	your	permit	expires,	but	your	spouse	or	partner	still	has	eligible	status	in	Canada,	you	may	re-apply	for	a	new	SOWP.	We	evaluate	your	eligibility	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	based	on	your	relationship	status,	temporary	resident	status	in	Canada,	and	other	criteria	outlined	by	IRCC.	The	first	step	is	determining
which	work	permit	is	best	for	you.	Our	team	stays	updated	with	the	latest	IRCC	policies	to	ensure	your	application	meets	all	current	requirements.	If	your	temporary	status	has	expired,	you	must	restore	your	status	before	submitting	the	SOWP	application.	Here's	an	updated,	detailed	guide	to	help	you	through	the	process,	including	current	guidelines,
required	documents,	fees,	and	processing	times.	With	ever-changing	immigration	policies	and	intricate	documentation	requirements,	navigating	the	process	alone	can	be	overwhelming.	How	to	check	your	spouse	open	work	permit	application	status	If	you	submitted	your	spousal	open	work	permit	application	online,	you	may	check	the	status	through
your	account.	Our	team	ensures	you	are	informed	about	every	step	of	the	application	process	and	any	associated	costs.	The	applications	should	be	submitted	to	the	Case	Processing	Centre	in	Mississauga	(CPC-M),	Ontario.	Holders	of	spouse	open	work	permits	may	work	anywhere	in	Canada,	for	any	employer,	with	limited	restrictions.	With	Peerless
Immigration	Services,	you	can	focus	on	preparing	for	your	life	in	Canada	while	we	handle	the	complexities	of	the	SOWP	application	process.	Foreign	nationals	cannot	work	in	Canada	without	the	appropriate	authorization.	If	an	officer	is	not	convinced	that	an	applicant	will	be	able	to	support	themselves	while	in	Canada,	this	may	result	in	a	refusal.	If
your	spouse	lives	outside	Canada,	this	may	be	a	reason	your	application	is	refused.	PGWP,	IEC)TEER	0,	1,	2	or	3N/A	Spouses	or	common-law	partners	of	study	permit	holdersN/AN/A	In	Canada	spousal/common-law	sponsorship	applicantsN/AN/A	In	order	to	be	eligible	to	apply	for	a	spousal	sponsorship	open	work	permit,	a	foreign	national	must	have
applied	for	permanent	residency	sponsorship	from	within	Canada	through	the	in	Canada	stream	of	the	spousal	sponsorship	program.	Below	is	a	detailed,	step-by-step	guide	to	help	you	through	the	process:	Step	1.	Related	Links	Applying	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	(SOWP)	in	Canada	allows	you	to	work	for	any	employer	while	your	spouse	or
common-law	partner's	permanent	residence	application	is	being	processed.	If	your	permanent	residence	application	is	submitted	but	has	not	yet	received	approval	in	principle:	The	open	work	permit	application	may	be	submitted	in	hard	copy	to	the	Case	Processing	Centre	in	Vegreville	(CPC-V),	Alberta.	If	the	applicant’s	passport	is	expiring	soon,	it
will	not	be	issued	beyond	the	validity	of	their	passport.	When	to	apply	for	a	spouse	open	work	permit	When	you	can	apply	for	a	spouse	open	work	permit	will	depend	on	which	category	you	are	applying	under.	If	the	visa	officer	is	not	satisfied	that	your	relationship	is	genuine,	this	could	be	a	reason	for	refusal.	This	means	you	can	remain	in	Canada
without	a	valid	permit	under	the	same	conditions	while	awaiting	a	decision	on	your	SOWP	application.	How	can	I	transition	from	a	spouse	open	permit	to	PR?	End-to-End	Support:	From	eligibility	assessment	to	final	submission,	we	handle	every	step	of	the	application	process,	ensuring	a	seamless	experience.	Current	IRCC	Guidelines	(as	of	December
2024)	Application	Timing:	You	can	apply	for	an	open	work	permit	once	you	receive	an	Acknowledgment	of	Receipt	(AOR)	letter	confirming	that	your	permanent	residence	application	is	being	processed.	We	offer	personalized	consultations	to	understand	your	specific	circumstances	and	provide	tailored	advice.	For	more	information	on	when	you	can
apply,	contact	us	to	set	up	a	consultation.	Applying	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	(SOWP)	in	Canada	allows	you	to	work	for	any	employer	while	your	spouse	or	common-law	partner's	permanent	residence	application	is	being	processed.	Letters,	emails,	or	chat	histories	demonstrating	ongoing	communication.	How	to	renew	your	spouse	open	work
permit	It	is	not	possible	to	renew	a	spousal	open	work	permit.	Applying	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	(SOWP)	in	Canada	is	a	detailed	process	requiring	strict	adherence	to	Immigration,	Refugees,	and	Citizenship	Canada	(IRCC)	guidelines.	If	your	application	was	refused,	contact	us	to	learn	more	about	your	options.	If	your	SOWP	expires,	you	will
need	to	reapply	based	on	your	spouse’s	permit.	Processing	Time	for	Canada	SOWP	Application	As	of	December	2024,	the	processing	time	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	is	approximately	8	weeks.	Upon	receiving	a	request,	you	must	complete	the	exam	with	a	panel	physician	designated	by	IRCC.	A	spousal	open	work	permit	can	only	be	issued	for	as
long	as	the	lead	applicant’s	permit.	Why	was	my	spouse	open	work	permit	refused?	If	you	are	applying	from	outside	Canada:	In	the	“Details	of	intended	work	in	Canada”	section	of	the	IMM	1295	application	form:	choose	“Open	Work	Permit”	for	question	1;	leave	questions	2	to	6	blank;	Pay	your	fees:	$100	open	permit	holder	fee	and;	$155	work	permit
fee;	Find	out	how	to:	pay	your	fees;	submit	...	If	your	status	has	expired,	you	must	restore	it	before	applying.	Applying	for	a	Spousal	Open	Work	Permit	(SOWP)	in	Canada	involves	several	steps.	How	to	apply	for	a	spouse	open	work	permit	The	spouse	open	work	permit	application	procedure	will	differ	depending	on	which	type	of	spouse	open	work
permit	you	need.	Obtain	an	Acknowledgment	of	Receipt	(AOR):	Ensure	you	have	received	an	AOR	letter	confirming	that	your	permanent	residence	application	is	being	processed.	Spouse	open	work	permit	fees	The	fee	for	a	spouse	open	work	permit	is	$255	CAD	–	$155	for	the	processing	fee,	and	$100	CAD	for	the	open	work	permit	holder	fee.	How
long	does	it	take	to	get	a	work	permit	after	getting	married?	Dependent	Children:	Dependent	children	may	also	be	eligible	for	an	open	work	permit	if	they	meet	specific	criteria,	including	living	with	the	principal	applicant	and	sponsor	in	Canada.	Canadian	employers	are	responsible	for	meeting	the	requirements	of	the	provincial	labour	laws.	The
application	procedure	for	the	spousal	sponsorship	open	work	permit	varies	depending	on	the	applicant’s	status	in	Canada	or	the	stage	of	their	permanent	residency	application.	Temporary	Resident	Status:	At	the	time	of	applying	for	the	SOWP,	you	must	hold	valid	temporary	resident	status	in	Canada,	which	could	be	as	a:	Visitor:	Someone	on	a	visitor
visa	or	visitor	record.	…	Complete	the	Application	Form:	The	form,	IMM	1295,	is	available	on	the	Immigration,	Refugees,	and	Citizenship	Canada	(IRCC)	website.	Contact	us	to	learn	more	about	your	options.	For	this	reason,	it	is	important	to	include	financial	documents	with	your	application	that	will	satisfy	the	officer	of	your	financial	stability.	Gather
Required	Documents:	Proof	of	Relationship:	Marriage	certificate	or	proof	of	common-law	status.	Spousal	open	work	permit	proof	of	funds	requirement	Spousal	open	work	permit	candidates	should	be	able	to	demonstrate	that	they	have	sufficient	funds	for	their	stay	in	Canada.	Contact	us	today	to	start	your	SOWP	journey	with	confidence!	Before
your	dependent	child	works	in	Canada,	check	the	minimum	age	required	to	work	in	the	province/territory	and	in	the	job	type	they	plan	to	work	in.	How	Peerless	Immigration	Services	Can	Help	with	Your	SOWP	Application?	A	spouse	open	work	permit	allows	the	spouse	of	certain	temporary	Canadian	permit	holders	to	work	anywhere	in	Canada,	for
any	employer,	with	few	restrictions.	Application	Submission:	Help	with	completing	and	submitting	your	application	correctly	to	avoid	delays.	Open	Work	Permit	Holder	Fee:	CAD	$100.	If	you	have	not	submitted	your	sponsorship	application:	The	sponsorship,	permanent	residence,	and	open	work	permit	applications	may	all	be	submitted	together	in	a
single	envelope	in	hard	copy.	Pay	the	Fee:	As	of	my	last	update,	the	fee	for	an	open	work	permit	is	CAD	255,	but	it's	essential	to	…	In	most	cases,	your	spouse	or	common-law	partner	must	apply	online	for	a	work	permit.	To	apply	online,	they’ll	need.	Genuine	Relationship:	Your	relationship	with	the	sponsor	must	be	authentic	and	not	solely	for	the
purpose	of	obtaining	immigration	benefits.	What	happens	to	my	spouse’s	open	work	permit	application	if	my	spouse	and	I	separate	or	divorce?	While	this	means	the	application	has	successfully	passed	through	several	stages	of	processing,	permanent	residency	may	still	be	denied	after	receipt	of	the	AIP.	Passport:	Valid	passport	with	clear	copies	of	all
pages.
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