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Summertime	is	full	of	fun!	It	can	be	full	of	learning	too…learning	that	is	fun!	We	know	that	parents	want	their	children	to	have	fun	in	the	summer,	but	they	also	want	them	to	keep	learning.	It	can	be	so	hard	to	balance	all	of	the	schedules,	ball	games,	vacations,	trips	to	the	pool	and	still	make	sure	children	keep	learning	and	don’t	fall	behind	over	the
summer.		We	have	25	fun	summer	learning	activities	that	will	keep	your	children	engaged	this	summer	and	have	FUN	while	doing	it.	Check	them	out	and	choose	the	ones	that	your	children	will	LOVE!	Use	the	free	printable	checklist	of	these	activities	so	that	your	children	can	track	their	summer	progress.	Activity	1	–	Scavenger	Hunt	This	is	an	ALL
TIME	favorite!	Any	scavenger	hunt	always	gets	children	(and	grown-ups)	excited!	You	can	make	your	scavenger	hunt	yourself	or	try	the	Summer	Scavenger	Hunt	that	we	have	created	for	you.	Consider	giving	children	a	clipboard	and	magnifying	glass	and	they	will	feel	like	a	detective!	Also,	encourage	them	to	utilize	the	letter	and	sound	skills	they
learned	at	school	and	read	the	directions	on	the	scavenger	hunt	themselves.	Higher-level	thinking	skills	can	be	used	by	encouraging	them	to	CREATE	their	own	scavenger	hunt	for	a	friend,	sibling,	or	parent.		2	–	Visit	a	Museum		Consider	a	trip	to	an	art,	science,	or	history	museum	this	summer!	Did	you	know	that	many	local	museums	will	have	kid
activities	listed	on	their	websites	that	include	printable	activities?	Before	taking	a	trip	to	your	local	museum,	check	out	their	website	for	ideas.	If	they	don’t	provide	activities,	consider	making	your	own!	Challenge	your	children	to	find	three	favorite	things	at	the	museum	and	write	about	or	draw	them	when	they	return	home.	Give	them	a	notepad	and
pencil	to	carry	around	the	museum	to	take	notes	throughout	the	visit.	This	is	a	great	way	for	them	to	make	personal	connections	to	what	they	see	and	experience	at	the	museum.	Another	option	is	a	virtual	museum	trip!	Did	you	know	that	you	can	visit	many	museums	from	the	comfort	of	your	own	home?	Check	out	this	list	of	15	Virtual	Museum	Tours
for	Kids.	3	–	Visit	the	Zoo		Many	families	make	a	trip	to	the	zoo	in	the	summer	but	consider	incorporating	reading	and	math	activities	into	the	visit.	Give	your	children	a	checklist	of	animals	to	mark	off	as	they	see	them.	Then,	have	your	children	count	the	animals	they	see	or	draw	their	favorite	animal.	This	is	another	opportunity	to	give	them	a
notebook	or	clipboard	and	pencil!	Children	feel	so	grown	up	when	they	are	given	these	supplies	and	a	“job”	to	complete.	Many	zoos	have	children’s	activities	on	their	websites,	so	be	sure	to	check	that	out	as	well.	However,	if	you	aren’t	able	to	make	it	to	a	zoo	in	person,	there	are	many	opportunities	to	explore	zoo	animals	from	home.	For	example,
animals	can	be	observed	via	the	webcams	at	the	Smithsonian’s	National	Zoo	and	Conservation	Biology	Institute.	The	Indianapolis	Zoo	also	has	many	animal	webcams	that	you	can	watch	with	your	children.	Check	your	local	zoo’s	website	for	virtual	activities	and	webcams.	Then,	continue	your	zoo	fun	with	our	Zoo	Animals	Activities	resource	that
includes	books,	journals,	and	printable	animal	cards.			Activity	4	–		Flashlight	Words	Sight	words	can	be	a	challenge	to	remember	over	the	summer	if	they	aren’t	used.	Write	your	child’s	sight	words	on	note	cards	and	hang	them	in	a	tent,	around	the	yard,	or	in	the	house.	Next,	give	them	a	flashlight	at	dusk	and	have	them	shine	the	flashlight	on	the
words,	and	read	them	to	you.		Make	it	a	challenge	to	find	ALL	of	the	words	by	the	time	it	gets	dark!	5	–	Visit	the	Library	Visit	your	local	library,	and	take	your	library	trip	one	step	further	by	creating	or	participating	in	a	reading	challenge!	Be	sure	to	check	with	your	local	library	and	inquire	about	any	summer	reading	programs	or	challenges	for
children.	They	often	have	programs	with	prizes	and	in-person	or	virtual	activities	for	children	throughout	the	summer.	If	your	library	doesn’t	have	any	reading	challenges,	create	a	challenge	of	your	own	for	your	children	to	read	a	specific	number	of	books,	and	reward	them	with	a	prize	or	treat	when	the	challenge	is	completed!	Try	the	Battle	of	the
Books	challenges	for	an	additional	idea.		6	–	Go	on	a	Drive	Grab	some	notebooks	and	pencils	and	pile	into	the	car.	Take	a	drive	and	encourage	your	children	to	take	note	of	their	surroundings	and	what	you	pass	while	driving.	Have	them	write	or	draw	about	the	things	they	see.	Or,	just	talk	about	it!	Driving	in	the	car	is	the	perfect	opportunity	to	build
vocabulary	and	conversation	skills.	Use	this	drive	time	to	spark	conversation	about	what	different	road	signs	mean,	drive-by	favorite	places,	or	share	stories.	Consider	letting	your	children	figure	out	if	you	are	going	north,	south,	east,	or	west.	Whatever	you	talk	about,	encourage	your	children	to	be	both	the	speakers	and	the	listeners,	and	encourage
your	children	to	both	ask	and	answer	questions	in	the	conversation.	Activity	7	–	Write	the	House	Write	the	Room	is	a	really	popular	classroom	activity.	Of	course,	you	can	have	summer	fun	with	this	activity	by	adapting	it	to	Write	the	House	this	summer!	The	Write	the	Room	Kindergarten	resource	and	Write	the	Room	First	Grade	resources	both
include	math	and	reading	activities.	So,	just	print,	cut	the	cards	apart,	hang	them	throughout	your	house	and	then	give	your	child	the	coordinating	recording	sheet.	Indeed,	this	will	keep	them	busy,	engaged,	learning,	and	still	having	fun!			8	–	Go	to	the	Park	Grab	a	tape	measure	before	you	leave	and	measure	objects	at	the	park.	Children	love	to	use
tools!	Use	the	tape	measure	to	measure	items	at	the	park	and	compare	the	lengths.	What	is	longer,	shorter,	or	the	same?	Make	it	a	challenge!	For	example,	if	you	measure	a	flower	that	is	12	inches	tall,	challenge	your	child	to	find	something	that	is	taller	or	shorter	than	the	flower.	Consider	bringing	a	ball	with	you,	throwing	the	ball,	and	measuring
how	far	your	child	can	throw	it!	Your	child	could	also	bring	a	notepad	and	pen	for	recording	and	organizing	information.	The	park	is	a	great	place	to	get	outdoors,	be	active,	and	incorporate	math	into	our	everyday	surroundings.		9	–	Make	a	Book	Box	Use	any	shoebox	or	cardboard	box,	cut	it	down	to	the	size	you	need,	and	let	your	children	decorate	it
to	create	a	book	box!	Your	children	will	have	more	fun	reading	with	this	book	box	because	they	will	take	ownership	of	it.	Be	sure	to	make	it	a	size	that	your	children	can	carry	on	their	own.	Then,	they	can	find	a	cozy	spot	to	read	outside,	in	a	treehouse,	on	a	blanket,	in	a	tent,	wherever	they	would	like!	Ensuring	that	they	have	a	book	box	they	can
decorate	and	fill	on	their	own	will	get	them	excited	about	summer	reading	time.	Also,	encourage	them	to	switch	out	the	books	from	time	to	time!	The	Monthly	Mini	Books	resource	offers	mini	booklets	that	students	can	fold,	color,	and	read	all	on	their	own.	They	are	the	perfect	size	for	book	boxes	and	there	are	5	themed	books	for	each	month!	It’s	also
a	great	idea	to	continue	practicing	sight	words	while	reading,	so	consider	using	100	Sight	Word	Booklets	in	your	children’s	book	boxes	as	well.	The	100	booklets	each	focus	on	a	different	sight	word.	Give	your	children	the	“I	Can	Read	Anywhere”	challenge	and	encourage	them	to	try	some	different	reading	spots	throughout	the	summer!			Activity	10	–
	Summer	Packet		There	will	be	some	rainy	days	or	days	that	are	too	hot	to	go	outside	and	setting	up	a	work	or	desk	space	for	your	children	is	a	great	idea!	However,	it	doesn’t	have	to	be	anything	fancy.	It	could	even	just	be	their	own	box	of	school	supplies	(crayons,	pencils,	markers,	scissors,	and	glue).	They	can	grab	those	school	supplies,	sit	down	in
their	workspace	and	have	some	fun	with	the	Summer	Packet.	The	Summer	Packet	is	FULL	of	engaging	reading	and	math	activities	for	your	children	and	will	help	ensure	that	they	stay	on	track	with	all	of	the	academic	skills	they	learned	this	past	year!	11	–	Rock	Painting		Rock	painting	has	become	really	popular	the	last	few	summers	and	there	are	a
lot	of	cute	ideas	with	ladybugs,	bumblebees,	and	all	kinds	of	nature	and	art.	There	are	many	rock	painting	kits	to	choose	from,	or	you	can	find	your	own	rocks.	Consider	making	the	rock	painting	educational	by	painting	the	letters	of	the	alphabet	on	the	rocks	and	letting	your	children	put	them	in	order.	Hide	the	letter	rocks	around	the	yard	and	send
them	on	a	letter	scavenger	hunt.	Words	can	be	painted	on	the	rocks	and	then	your	children	can	put	them	in	order	to	make	a	sentence.	Want	to	make	it	math	focused?	Paint	dots	on	some	rocks	and	numbers	on	the	others,	and	have	children	match	the	rocks.		12	–	Family	Drawing	Day	Children	love	to	draw,	but	everything	is	more	fun	with	a	buddy	or	two
right?	Have	you	ever	tried	sitting	down	with	your	whole	family	and	drawing	together?	Younger	children	will	learn	from	the	older	children	and	the	older	children	will	learn	from	teaching	and	guiding	the	younger	ones.	You	will	be	amazed	at	all	of	the	beautiful	drawings	that	are	produced!	If	you	need	a	little	guidance,	try	our	Directed	Drawing
Resource.	With	100	directed	drawings	that	include	various	themes,	there	is	sure	to	be	something	for	everyone!		Activity	13	–	Write	a	Book	Encourage	your	children	to	be	authors!		Writing	a	book	encourages	children	to	use	higher-level	thinking	skills	and	lets	them	use	their	imagination	and	be	creative.	Let	your	children	pick	the	topic,	characters,	and
setting.	Offer	them	a	little	guidance	by	encouraging	them	to	have	a	beginning,	middle,	and	ending	to	the	story.	Focus	on	their	ideas	and	creativity	first	before	worrying	too	much	about	grammar	and	punctuation.	Those	details	can	come	later.	First,	encourage	them	to	get	their	ideas	on	paper	for	the	initial	draft.	Writing	a	book	can	seem	scary	to
students,	so	encouraging	them	to	take	that	first	step	can	really	boost	their	confidence.	Finally,	be	sure	to	let	them	share	their	story	with	family	members	or	friends!		14	–	Take	Photographs	Create	a	picture	story	of	your	summer	adventures!	Depending	on	the	age	of	your	children,	consider	giving	them	a	camera	(maybe	even	a	disposable	camera)	and
let	them	decide	what	to	capture.	However,	if	you	would	rather	be	the	one	using	the	camera,	let	them	tell	you	what	to	photograph.	Then,	work	together	to	create	a	photo	album	or	scrapbook	of	your	summer	fun.		15	–	Sink	or	Float	Incorporate	some	science	into	a	cool	water	activity.	Fill	a	water	table	or	even	a	large	bucket	with	water.	Next,	have	your
children	grab	some	things	from	around	the	house	(that	can	get	wet),	and	have	discussions	about	what	will	sink	or	float	and	why.	Then,	test	each	item	in	the	water!	Finally,	talk	about	why	some	items	float	and	some	do	not.	You	could	even	encourage	your	children	to	create	their	own	boats	that	float,	which	is	one	of	the	activities	from	our	STEM
Challenge	Stories.			Activity	16	–	Go	on	a	Picnic	Let	your	children	create	the	shopping	and	packing	list	for	the	picnic.	Creating	a	list	helps	children	organize	their	thoughts	and	it’s	a	great	skill	for	them	to	learn	at	an	early	age!		17	–	Go	to	the	Grocery	Store	TOGETHER	I	know	taking	children	to	the	grocery	store	can	be	a	challenge!	However,	your
children	can	learn	SO	much	on	these	trips.	Give	them	your	list	and	let	them	help	you	cross	the	groceries	off	of	the	list	as	they	are	put	in	the	cart.	Consider	letting	them	write	the	price	next	to	the	item	and	keep	a	running	total	of	what	they	think	the	final	amount	will	be!	Have	them	help	you	compare	the	prices	or	ingredients	of	each	item.	Furthermore,
you	could	have	your	children	help	you	find	the	items	on	the	shelf.	Certainly,	this	trip	might	take	a	little	longer	than	a	solo	trip	to	the	grocery	store,	but	it	will	be	worth	it!		18	–	Sight	Word	Hopscotch	Use	sidewalk	chalk	to	make	a	simple	hopscotch	game	on	the	concrete.	Instead	of	filling	the	boxes	with	numbers,	fill	them	with	sight	words.	Then,	have
your	children	read	the	sight	words	as	they	hop	to	them.		Activity	19	–	Count	the	Dive	Sticks			Incorporate	math	into	all	of	those	trips	to	the	pool!	I	remember	when	my	children	were	young,	their	favorite	swimming	activity	was	for	me	to	throw	the	dive	sticks	and	they	would	find	them	and	bring	them	back	to	me.	When	your	children	bring	back	the	dive
sticks,	encourage	them	to	count	the	sticks	and	see	how	many	they	find	each	time.	Take	it	one	step	further	by	using	a	permanent	marker	and	numbering	the	dive	sticks.	As	they	find	them,	they	can	line	them	up	on	the	side	of	the	pool	and	then	figure	out	which	number	is	missing!	Label	the	dive	sticks	by	ones,	twos,	fives,	or	tens!	Choose	numbers	that
are	a	challenge	for	your	children.		20	–	Seashell	Numbers		Taking	a	trip	to	the	beach?	Collect	some	seashells	to	bring	home	with	you.		Maybe	you	already	have	a	pile	of	seashells	at	home	that	you	don’t	know	what	to	do	with,	or	you	can	also	purchase	an	assortment	of	seashells.	Use	a	permanent	marker	to	write	numbers	or	letters	on	the	seashells	and
encourage	your	children	to	mix	them	up	and	put	them	in	order.	If	you	have	a	sandbox	or	sand	table,	consider	hiding	the	seashells	in	the	sand	for	your	children	to	find.	Choose	math	and	reading	skills	that	are	a	challenge	for	your	children.	Write	numbers	by	ones,	twos,	fives,	or	tens.	Also,	talk	to	your	children	about	which	numbers	are	bigger	or
smaller.		21	–	Sand	Letters	Grab	some	magnetic,	block,	or	foam	letters	(that	you	don’t	mind	getting	a	little	dirty)	and	toss	them	in	the	sandbox.	Another	alternative	to	put	in	the	sandbox	are	alphabet	sand	molds.	Then,	encourage	your	children	to	find	the	letters,	name	them,	and	put	them	in	order.	Activity	22		–	Summer	Journal		Give	your	children	a
journal	at	the	beginning	of	the	summer	and	designate	10	–	20	minutes	each	day	as	journal	time.	Children	might	be	a	little	reluctant	at	the	beginning	of	the	summer,	but	by	the	end	of	the	summer	it	will	be	a	daily	routine	and	they	will	be	excited	to	have	a	place	to	put	their	thoughts	and	ideas.	A	journal	doesn’t	have	to	be	expensive!	It	can	be	a	simple
notebook.	Make	it	fun	by	using	different	pens,	markers,	stickers,	etc.	Consider	letting	your	children	select	their	own	journal	supplies	and	they	will	take	ownership	of	their	writing.	At	the	end	of	the	summer,	it	will	be	fun	to	look	back	on	all	the	summer	writing	and	growth	of	your	children.	Consistency	is	key	when	writing.	So,	encourage	your	children	to
write	EVERY	day	in	his	or	her	journal	and	encourage	them	to	add	more	sentences	each	week	to	their	journal	writing.		23	–	Get	a	Head	Start	on	Next	Year		Ask	your	children’s	teachers	for	a	list	of	the	sight	words	for	the	upcoming	school	year.	If	your	children	have	mastered	all	of	the	sight	words	for	the	current	school	year,	then	getting	a	jump	start	on
next	year’s	words	over	the	summer	is	a	great	idea!	Use	the	sight	words	with	the	Editable	Spelling	resource.	This	resource	lets	you	edit	the	words	with	ANY	word	list	for	over	60	fun	and	engaging	sight	word	or	spelling	activities.	Emoji	Spelling,	Word	Art,	Secret	Code	Spelling,	Spelling	Spirals,	and	Spelling	Battleship	are	just	a	few	of	the	many
activities	that	Editable	Spelling	gives	you.		24	–	My	Home	Learning	Packet	(link	freebie)	Let	your	children	spend	some	time	working	on	the	free	Home	Learning	Packet.	The	packet	is	full	of	various	printable	math	and	reading	activities.	It’s	a	great	way	for	them	to	practice	and	apply	everything	they	learned	at	school	this	year.	Perfect	for	a	rainy	day
and	it	will	help	them	be	prepared	for	the	next	school	year!	Activity	25	–	Plant	Seeds	or	Plants	Plant	a	garden,	some	flowers,	seeds,	plants,	anything	really!	If	you	don’t	have	the	space	to	plant	a	garden	in	your	yard,	let	your	child	plant	some	seeds	in	a	pot.	There	are	many	plants	and	herbs	that	are	easy	for	kids	to	grow.	Not	only	is	this	a	wonderful
science	activity,	but	you	can	easily	incorporate	math	into	your	planting	as	well!	Give	your	children	some	paper	and	a	pencil	and	have	them	measure	and	record	their	plant	each	day	or	each	week.	Talk	about	the	growth	of	the	plant,	how	tall	it	is	getting,	how	much	taller	it	is	from	the	last	time	it	was	measured,	and	so	on.	Encouraging	your	children	to
record	their	observations	will	make	them	feel	like	scientists!		Image	Courtesy	of:	theherbexchange.com	Remember	that	learning	can	happen	everywhere	over	the	summer!	Encouraging	your	children	to	read	about	things	that	they	enjoy	and	write	about	their	summer	adventures,	can	keep	them	engaged	and	excited	about	learning	new	things.		Don’t
forget	to	use	the	free	printable	checklist	of	summer	learning	activities	to	track	the	progress	this	summer.	Also,	look	for	opportunities	to	incorporate	reading,	writing,	and	numbers	into	all	of	your	fun	summer	learning	activities.	We	are	wishing	you	a	summer	full	of	learning	fun	with	your	families!	Written	By:	Sarah	Cason	At	Education	to	the	Core,	we
exist	to	help	our	teachers	build	a	stronger	classroom	as	they	connect	with	our	community	to	find	trusted,	state-of-the-art	resources	designed	by	teachers	for	teachers.	We	aspire	to	be	the	world’s	leading	&	most	trusted	community	for	educational	resources	for	teachers.	We	improve	the	lives	of	every	teacher	and	learner	with	the	most	comprehensive,
reliable,	and	inclusive	educational	resources.	If	you	enjoyed	what	we	have	to	offer	at	ETTC,	be	sure	to	join	our	email	list,	so	you	won’t	miss	a	beat.	Summer	is	my	favourite	time	of	year.	The	long,	warm,	sunny	days.	School	finished	for	the	year	so	no	frantic	rush	of	the	school	day	mornings	or	taxiing	kids	between	after-school	activities.	The	smell	of
freedom	is	in	the	air…at	least	until	my	kids	start	nagging	me	to	go	out	everyday…or	the	guilt	of	too	much	screen	time	begins	to	weigh	on	my	conscience!	If	you	are	heading	into	summer	with	your	kids,	this	printable	list	of	fun,	playful	activities	is	sure	handy	to	have	hanging	on	the	fridge,	as	a	prompt	to	get	kids	thinking	about	what	they	can	do	next
whenever	they’re	feeling	bored	or	at	a	loose	end.	As	well	as	being	fun,	the	activities	on	this	list	all	promote	playful	investigation	and/or	learning.	Perfect	for	keeping	kids	learning	all	summer	long…without	them	even	realising	it!	Plus,	it’s	the	perfect	partner	to	our	other	printable	101	activity	list	–	101	Things	to	Do	Outdoors.	Printing	Your	101	Summer
Learning	Activities	Poster	Click	here	to	download.	This	will	open	a	PDF	document.	Download	or	save	the	PDF	to	your	own	computer.	Open	the	PDF	and	print.	When	printing,	select	“Fit	to	printable	area”	(or	similar)	to	ensure	the	page	fits	with	your	printer	type	and	local	paper	size	(these	have	been	created	at	A4	size).	Having	trouble	accessing	or
downloading	the	file?	Please	try	a	different	internet	browser.	Please	note:	All	Childhood	101	printables	are	for	personal	use	only,	you	may	not	use	any	part	of	this	content	for		commercial	purposes-that	includes	selling	the	document,	giving	it	away	to	promote	your	business	or	website,	or	printing	the	file	to	sell.	You	may	not	share,	loan	or	redistribute
these	documents.	Teachers	may	use	multiple	copies	for	students	in	their	own	classroom.	MAKE	THE	MOST	OF	TIME	AT	HOME	WITH	OUR	PRINTABLE	SOCIAL	EMOTIONAL	LEARNING	JOURNAL	MORE	SCREEN	FREE	SUMMER	FUN	FOR	YOUR	FAMILY	There’s	no	end	to	the	fun	you	can	have	with	these	ideas:	For	more	ideas	for	enjoying	your
summer	vacation	with	kids,	check	out	these	fun	posts	–	50	totally	cool	staycation	activity	ideas	and	26	Boredom	Busting	Ideas	for	Tweens.	You	might	also	like:	Summer	days	can	be	long	and	fun-filled	from	wake-up	to	bedtime,	or	they	can	be,	well,	just	long.	Here	are	51	summer	activities	for	kids	that	will	keep	them	entertained	and	engaged	outside,
inside,	and	at	the	park.	Outdoor	Summer	Activities	for	Kids	Summer	days	are	all	about	being	outside.	This	summer,	kids	can	work	through	the	design	process,	get	their	energy	out,	or	just	enjoy	being	outside	long	into	the	night.	Make	a	bird	feeder	You	can	go	simple,	with	half	an	orange	and	some	birdseed,	or	get	out	the	hammer	and	nails.	Either	way,
making	a	bird	feeder	will	engage	kids	through	the	design	process.	Once	it’s	hung	up,	take	photos	of	the	birds	you	attract	to	learn	about	each	one.	Try	it:	The	Spruce	Crafts	Bike	Obstacle	Course	With	a	few	pool	noodles,	some	cones,	objects	from	around	the	house,	and	a	stretch	of	sidewalk,	you	can	make	a	bike	obstacle	course.	Have	your	kids	research
and	plan	the	course,	then	build	it	themselves.	All	the	neighborhood	kids	will	want	to	get	in	on	the	fun!	Try	it:	Two	Wheeling	Tots	Sidewalk	Chalk	Jumping	Maze	Create	a	5×5	grid	with	numbers	and	a	star	in	the	center	(like	the	photo	above).	Make	sure	the	starting	square	is	clear	by	writing	it	in	a	different	color	than	the	rest	of	the	numbers.	Then,	fill	in
rest	of	the	squares	with	numbers	1	through	4.	To	play,	kids	start	on	the	“start”	square.	From	there	they	jump	the	number	of	squares	indicated	by	the	square	they	are	standing	on.	So,	if	they	are	standing	on	a	number	2,	they	jump	2	squares	in	any	direction.	The	goal	is	to	land	on	the	center	star	square.	Try	it:	Math	Geek	Mama	Clothesline	Art	Show
First,	spend	a	few	days	making	art	to	hang	on	a	clothesline.	Then,	make	invitations	for	neighbors	and	friends.	Finally,	host	a	day	showing	off	your	child’s	art.	Nature	Scavenger	Hunt	Help	your	kids	see	their	backyard	in	a	new	light	with	a	scavenger	hunt.	Get	the	printable	from	Doing	Good	Together	or	make	your	own	list	of	things	they	can	find.	Older
kids	will	enjoy	learning	how	to	explore	farther	from	home	with	a	list	of	things	they	can	find	in	your	neighborhood.	Try	it:	Green	Child	Magazine	Sidewalk	Chalk	Spelling	Bee	Draw	a	grid	with	26	boxes,	one	for	each	letter	of	the	alphabet.	Then,	whisper	or	shout	a	word	to	your	child	and	have	them	hop	from	letter	to	letter	to	spell	it.	This	is	a	great	game
for	kids	throughout	elementary	school—younger	kids	can	spell	their	names	and	simple	words	while	older	kids	can	spell	longer	words.	Try	it:	Deceptively	Educational	Make	Your	Own	Giant	Jenga	Set	You’ll	need	2×4	boards	cut	into	48	10½	inch	pieces.	Then,	sand	them	smooth,	decorate	the	pieces	however	you	want,	stack,	and	play.	Try	it:	Creative
Green	Living	DIY	Sandbox	Image:	Samantha	Cleaver	Make	your	own	sandbox	with	a	bag	of	sand	from	the	hardware	store,	a	plastic	storage	bin,	and	toys.	After	your	child	is	finished	playing,	close	the	lid	to	keep	the	sand	safe.	Frisbee	Tic-Tac-Toe	Level	up	a	game	of	tic-tac-toe	with	a	sheet,	some	tape,	and	a	set	of	Frisbees.	Try	it:	Family	Handyman
Hula-Hoop	Hideout	String	a	Hula-Hoop	from	a	tree	and	hang	a	sheet	to	the	ground	to	create	a	space	for	reading	or	relaxing.	Try	it:	DIY	Fun	Ideas	Beanbag	Toss	Decorate	paper	plates	and	toss	beanbags	onto	each	one,	racking	up	points.	Get	the	printable	at	Mod	Podge	Rocks	Blog.	Hula-Hoop	Croquet	Cut	Hula-Hoops	in	half	for	the	wickets	and	use
kickballs	or	soccer	balls	for	the	balls	in	a	full-yard	game	of	croquet.	Read	the	full	directions	at	Crafting	Chicks.	Outdoor	Movie	Night	Hang	up	a	white	sheet	for	your	projector,	or	bring	a	TV	outside,	and	watch	a	movie	under	the	stars.	Try	it:	Mom	Advice	Stargazing	Download	a	free	astronomy	app	at	dusk	and	learn	all	about	the	night	sky.	You	can	also
use	an	app	to	track	satellites	in	your	area	including	the	International	Space	Station.	Bubble	Break	Bubbles	are	always	a	win.	Create	homemade	bubble	solution	and	use	any	combination	of	string,	Hula-Hoops,	and	bubble	wands	to	make	bubbles.	Try	it:	The	Nerd’s	Wife	Summer	Water	Activities	for	Kids	When	the	sun	comes	out,	so	does	the	hose.	Here
are	activities	that	require	some	water	but	can	be	done	without	a	full	pool.	Paint	With	Water	Fill	buckets	with	water	and	take	sponges	and	paintbrushes	and	“paint”	the	driveway	or	side	of	your	house.	Try	it:	Six	Sister	Stuff	Bubbly	Ball	Pit	Fill	a	baby	pool	with	water	and	dish	soap	until	you	have	a	nice	lather.	Add	balls	or	bath	toys	and	you’re	set	for	an
afternoon	of	fun.	Try	it:	Small	Potatoes	Hold	a	Car	Wash	There	are	a	few	ways	to	keep	cool	with	a	car	wash.	Either	literally	wash	your	car	with	buckets	and	soap	or	get	creative	and	make	a	car	wash	for	your	child’s	play	cars.	Try	it:	Mom	Endeavors	Ice	Paint	Fill	long	block-ice	containers	with	paint,	freeze,	and	paint	on	butcher	paper.	It’s	the	perfect
way	to	paint	outside	on	a	hot	day.	Try	it:	My	Bored	Toddler	Buy	it:	Ice	Containers	on	Amazon	Water	Target	Practice	Line	up	empty	cans	or	plastic	bottles	on	a	flat	surface.	Then,	use	water	launchers	to	aim	and	shoot	the	cans	down.		Try	it:	Hands	On	As	We	Grow	Water	Race	Hang	a	piece	of	string	from	one	end	of	the	yard	to	the	other.	Then,	run	a	cup
along	the	string.	The	goal	is	to	use	water	blasters	to	shoot	the	cup	all	the	way	across	the	string.	Try	it:	All	for	the	Boys	Make	Sponge	Water	Bombs	Create	reusable	water	bombs	using	cut-up	sponges.	Then,	play	everything	from	hot	potato	to	catch	with	the	sponge	bombs.	Try	it:	Inner	Child	Fun	Make	a	Boat	Make	a	boat	out	of	paper,	an	empty	juice
box,	and	an	empty	milk	carton.	Then,	sail	the	boat	in	a	kiddie	pool.	Check	out	all	the	ways	to	create	a	boat	at	Kids	Activities	Blog.	Try	it:	Kids	Activities	Blog	Erupting	Ice	Cubes	Combine	cornstarch,	baking	soda,	water,	and	food	coloring.	Mix	and	put	into	ice	cube	trays.	Freeze	overnight.	Use	the	chalk	to	draw	on	your	sidewalk	or	driveway	(wet	the
ground	beforehand	if	you	want).	Once	you’re	done	drawing,	spray	vinegar	on	the	chalk	drawings	to	see	it	erupt.	Try	it:	Kids	Activities	Blog	Spray	Bottle	Art	Fill	spray	bottles	with	washable	paint	and	spray	a	sheet	or	large	white	poster	boards.	Or	fill	the	spray	bottles	with	water	and	spray	over	chalk	art	to	see	how	it	changes	when	wet.	Try	it:	KinderArt
Homemade	Water	Slide	Set	up	a	tarp	on	a	slope	in	your	yard	and	run	a	hose	over	it	to	create	a	flexible	water	slide.	Try	it:	Happy	Hooligans	Indoor	Summer	Activities	for	Kids	Some	summer	days	were	meant	for	indoor	fun.	Here	are	activities	that	keep	kids	entertained,	though	some	require	close	supervision.	Family	Game	Night	Have	kids	organize	and
host	a	family	game	night.	Older	kids	will	enjoy	organizing	a	menu	and	planning	for	which	games	to	play.	The	whole	family	will	enjoy	stopping	for	a	few	hours	of	friendly	competition.	DIY	Kinetic	Sand	Start	with	slime,	end	with	kinetic	sand.	Mix	a	cup	of	sand	into	a	half-cup	of	slime	to	start,	then	adjust,	adding	more	sand	or	more	slime,	until	you	have
just-right	kinetic	sand.	Try	it:	Kids	Activities	Blog	Pool	Noodle	Javelin	When	it’s	too	rainy	to	go	to	the	pool,	put	pool	noodles	to	use	by	decorating	them	and	using	them	in	games	like	a	javelin	throw.	Cut	one	pool	noodle	into	a	circle	and	hang	it	from	the	ceiling.	Use	the	other	pool	noodle	as	a	javelin.	Try	it:	Therapy	Fun	Zone	Make	a	Homemade	Bouncy
Ball	You	can	make	bouncy	balls	with	ingredients	you	probably	have	around	your	house	…	and	a	little	bit	of	patience.	The	Game	of	Ropes	To	play	this	game,	tape	a	series	of	ribbons,	strings,	or	ropes	from	wall	to	wall	along	a	hallway.	Then,	kids	have	to	try	to	pass	through	them	without	touching.	Try	it:	Our	Little	Roses	Flashlight	Games	Once	it’s	dark,
or	on	a	particularly	dark	and	stormy	summer	day,	bring	out	the	flashlights	and	see	what	fun	you	can	have	with	shadow	puppets,	reading	by	flashlight,	or	playing	flashlight	tag.	Get	more	ideas	at	The	Spruce.	Pool	Noodle	Marble	Run	Cut	a	pool	noodle	in	half	and	use	a	few	other	things	you	can	find	around	the	house	to	create	a	marble	run.	Try	it:	Kid
Spot	Play	Floor	Is	Lava	Get	all	the	pillows	off	the	couch	to	create	a	Floor	Is	Lava	challenge.	Marshmallow	and	Toothpick	Buildings	A	pack	of	toothpicks	and	a	bag	of	marshmallows	and	your	kids	are	off	and	running	to	either	work	together	and	see	what	kind	of	structure	they	can	make,	or	compete	to	see	who	can	build	the	taller	tower.	Try	it:	Artful
Parent	Masking	Tape	Speedway	All	you	need	to	make	a	speedway	is	masking	tape,	some	matchbox	cars,	and	space	to	run	up	and	down	couches	and	around	tables.	Try	it:	Prudent	Penny	Pincher	Make	Fairy	Houses	Use	objects	around	your	house	to	create	a	fairy	garden	in	a	small	container	with	a	little	bit	of	dirt	for	the	ground.	Add	flowers	and	seeds
to	grow	a	fairy	garden.	Or	create	fairy	houses	to	put	in	your	yard.	Try	it:	Living	Well	Mom	DIY	Foam	Paint	Mix	up	some	foam	paint	by	combining	equal	parts	shaving	cream	and	glue	in	a	plastic	bag.	Add	food	coloring.	Seal	the	bag	and	squish	it	together	until	all	the	ingredients	are	mixed.	Use	a	firm	material	like	cardboard	to	paint	by	squeezing	the
paint	out	of	the	bag.	Try	it:	Dabbles	and	Babbles	Bubble	Wrap	Run	Roll	out	the	bubble	wrap	and	let	your	kids	dance,	jump,	walk,	and	run	across	the	wrap	all	afternoon.	Try	it:	Hands	On	As	We	Grow	Indoor	Track	and	Field	Day	Have	your	child	jump	as	high	as	they	can	and	record	the	highest	spot	they	can	reach.	You	can	have	them	simply	measure	how
high	it	was	or	have	them	determine	how	many	inches,	blocks,	or	LEGO	bricks	high	they	jumped.	Do	the	same	thing	with	indoor	versions	of	the	long	jump,	plank	hold,	wheelbarrow	walk,	and	other	events.		Try	it:	Active	for	Life	Frozen	Toy	Dig	This	activity	requires	some	planning.	Take	a	bunch	of	your	child’s	toys	(plastic	works	best)	and	put	them	in
empty	tubs	or	bowls.	Fill	the	bowls	with	water	and	freeze	overnight.	The	next	day,	give	your	kids	any	tool	they	need—hammers,	screwdrivers,	spoons—to	chip	out	the	toys.	Try	it:	Active	for	Life	Build	an	Indoor	Mini-Golf	Course	Make	an	indoor	golf	course	with	anything	that	can	direct	a	golf	ball—blocks,	pool	noodles,	wooden	train	tracks,	toilet	paper
rolls,	cardboard	ramps,	even	the	stairs	can	be	part	of	the	challenge.	Try	it:	Active	for	Life	Make	Popsicles	If	you	have	a	blender,	extra	fruit,	some	juice,	and	Popsicle	molds,	you	can	make	fresh-fruit	Popsicles	that	will	travel	to	the	pool,	park,	or	beach.	Make	this	activity	even	better	by	going	berry	picking	beforehand	and	using	fresh	berries.	Try	it:	Shelf
Cooking	Make	Your	Own	Play	Dough	The	recipe	is	simple:	1	cup	flour	1	cup	water	¼	cup	salt	1	tbsp.	vegetable	oil	2	tsp.	cream	of	tartar	(optional)	Kool-Aid	packet,	food	coloring,	or	other	add-ins	(optional)	Combine	everything	in	a	saucepan,	let	it	cool,	and	knead	it	until	it’s	a	dough	consistency.	Then,	add	glitter,	figurines,	or	beads	to	create	your
child’s	personalized	play	dough.	Try	it:	Fun	Cheap	or	Free	Summer	Activities	for	Kids	Around	Town	Keep	these	activities	for	when	you	want	to	get	out	of	the	house	but	still	want	to	keep	the	kids	learning	and	busy.	Fly	a	Kite	If	you	have	two	sticks,	a	trash	bag,	and	some	string,	you	can	make	a	kite.	The	only	other	things	you	need	are	wind	and	space	to
run!	Try	it:	Instructables	Do	a	High-Tech	Nature	Walk	Get	inspired	to	learn	more	about	everything	you	see	with	the	Seek	app	by	iNaturalist.	Point	the	camera	at	anything	living	to	identify	it	and	learn	more	about	it.	Try	it:	Seek	by	iNaturalist	app	Have	a	Picnic	Sometimes	a	good	old-fashioned	picnic	is	the	best	way	to	keep	kids	entertained.	Have	them
plan	the	menu	(we	recommend	trying	frozen	PB&Js),	then	plan	to	spend	the	afternoon	at	the	park	as	one	of	the	fun	summer	activities	for	kids.	Nature	Walk	Create	a	bracelet	by	turning	tape	inside	out	and	wrapping	it	around	your	child’s	wrist.	Then,	find	a	local	trail	or	walk	and	see	what	they	can	collect	on	their	wrist.	When	you	get	home,	break	out	a
magnifying	glass	to	get	a	closer	look.	Try	it:	AlphaMom	Play	Classic	Games	Got	a	bunch	of	kids	and	a	wide-open	space?	Play	classic	games	like	Red	Rover,	Red	Light/Green	Light,	and	Mother	May	I.	Try	it:	Old-School	Recess	Games	Outdoor	Photo	Scavenger	Hunt	Grab	a	camera,	a	clipboard,	and	a	printable	from	KC	Edventures	and	see	what	you	can
find	around	your	neighborhood.	Try	it:	KC	Edventures	Make	Leaf	Rubbings	Fall	is	known	for	leaves,	but	summer	is	the	best	time	to	collect	leaves	and	use	crayons	and	paper	to	do	leaf	rubbings.	The	leaves	are	at	their	healthiest	now,	so	the	rubbings	will	come	out	spectacular.	After	you’ve	made	leaf	rubbings,	see	what	other	textures	you	can	create
while	at	the	park.	Try	it:	First	Palette	Shadow	Art	When	the	sun	is	just	right,	spread	out	paper	or	find	a	clear	patch	of	sidewalk.	Then,	line	up	toys	or	other	objects	and	trace	the	shadows	to	create	shadow	art.	Try	it:	Kids	Activities	Blog	Go	on	a	Park	Shape	Hunt	Find	a	park	with	an	interesting	playground	and	see	how	many	shapes	you	can	find	for	one
of	the	most	fun	summer	activities	for	kids.	Circle	tire	swings,	triangles	at	the	corner	of	stairs,	and	rectangle	benches.	Try	it:	Buggy	and	Buddy	What	are	your	favorite	summer	activities	for	kids	on	long	summer	days?	Share	in	the	WeAreTeachers	HELPLINE	on	Facebook.	For	more	articles	like	this	one,	be	sure	to	subscribe	to	our	newsletters.	Skip	to
content	Skip	to	content	As	a	teacher,	I	love	finding	ready	to	use	resources	to	send	home	with	my	students	to	help	prevent	the	dreaded	“summer	slide.”	As	a	mom,	I	really	appreciate	easy	ideas	to	keep	kids	busy	during	the	summer	without	over	reliance	on	a	screen	or	my	over	involvement,	but	with	cheap	materials	that	I	probably	already	have	on	hand.
Here	are	30	relatively	cheap	and	easy	ideas	that	will	engage	elementary	age	kids	in	summer	STEM	activities.	Keep	reading,	or	get	this	fun,	free	printable	in	your	email	to	send	home	with	students	or	to	hang	on	your	fridge.	30	free	and	easy	summer	STEM	activities	for	kids	Make	your	own	bubbles:	Mix	4	cups	very	warm	water,	1/2	cup	light	corn	syrup,
and	2/3	cup	liquid	dish	soap.	Bend	pipe	cleaners	to	make	bubble	wands.	Build	a	solar	oven	to	cook	hot	dogs	&	marshmallows:	Search	for	different	design	ideas	online.	Use	plastic	wrap	and	aluminum	foil	to	trap	heat	inside	a	box.	Plan	a	fantasy	vacation:	Use	travel	websites	to	plan	a	trip	anywhere	in	the	world.	Create	an	itinerary	and	a	budget.	Where
will	you	stay?	What	will	you	eat?	What	fun	activities	will	you	do?	How	much	will	the	whole	trip	cost?	Track	and	graph	the	temperature:	Create	a	table	and	a	line	graph	to	record	and	track	the	daily	high	and	low	temperatures	for	a	week	or	the	hourly	temperature	throughout	one	day.	Build	a	fort:	Inside	or	outside,	use	your	creativity	and	materials	you
can	find	to	engineer	a	fun	hideout.	Can	you	make	a	roof,	a	door,	and	windows?	Enjoy	a	snack	and	a	book	inside	your	fort.	Build	a	marble	run:	Collect	lots	of	cardboard	tubes.	Use	painters	tape	to	attach	them	to	a	wall	in	a	zig-zag	pattern.	Release	a	marble	into	the	top	tub.	Can	you	make	it	land	in	a	bucket	at	the	bottom	of	the	marble	run?	Look	online
for	lots	more	fun	marble	run	ideas,	like	in	these	videos!	Take	and	edit	photos:	Learn	how	to	make	the	most	of	the	functions	on	your	digital	camera	or	the	camera	on	your	electronic	device.	Try	turning	the	flash	on	or	off,	locking	the	focus,	and	changing	the	exposure.	Learn	about	composure	techniques	like	leading	lines	and	the	rule	of	thirds.	Then	use
the	camera	app	on	your	device	or	another	online	app	like	Snapseed	or	Pixlr	to	enhance	your	photos.	Track	your	exercise:	What’s	your	favorite	way	to	move?	Make	a	chart	or	a	graph	to	track	activities	like	how	many	minutes	you	walk	each	day,	how	many	pushups	you	can	do	without	stopping,	or	how	many	times	you	visit	the	pool	each	week.	Create	sun
art:	Place	a	new	sheet	of	dark	construction	paper	inside	a	clear	plastic	bag.	Use	another	piece	of	paper	to	cut	different	shapes.	Tape	or	glue	those	shapes	to	the	outside	of	the	plastic	bag.	Hang	the	bag	in	a	very	sunny	window	with	the	shapes	facing	outside.	Leave	the	bag	there	for	several	days	or	weeks	until	the	paper	begins	to	fade.	When	you	remove
the	paper	from	the	bag,	you	should	see	“shadows”	of	the	shapes.	Mail	a	letter:	Handwrite	a	letter	or	make	a	card	for	someone	special.	Write	the	recipient’s	address	on	an	envelope	and	send	it	via	“snail	mail”	as	a	special	surprise.	Design	a	new	musical	instrument:	Use	recycled	materials	to	design	and	make	your	own	musical	instrument.	Can	you	make
an	instrument	that	can	play	at	least	three	notes?	Can	you	create	a	new	percussion	instrument?	Make	play	dough:	Mix	1	part	salt,	1	part	warm	water,	and	2	parts	flour.	Add	food	coloring.	You	can	harden	your	creations	by	baking	them	at	200°	F	for	1-3	hours,	or	until	they	are	dry.	Host	a	summer	tournament:	Invite	friends	or	family	members	to	compete
in	events	like	a	water	balloon	toss,	three-legged	race,	or	obstacle	course	challenge.	Use	your	measurement	and	math	skills	to	keep	score	and	crown	an	ultimate	champion.	Engineer	an	new	water	park	ride:	Build	a	model	of	a	fun	new	water	park	attraction.	Make	a	miniature	model	with	recycled	materials	or	a	larger	model	to	test	outside.	Earn	some
money:	Host	a	bake	sale,	start	a	lemonade	stand,	do	some	yard	work,	or	think	of	another	way	to	provide	goods	or	services	to	paying	customers.	Keep	track	of	your	business	costs,	earnings,	and	profits!	Create	a	sculpture	using	only	recycled	materials:	Can	you	create	works	of	are	that	are	-made	from	only	one	material?	-taller	than	you?	-weather	proof?
Observe	the	night	sky:	Look	for	the	moon	each	day	or	night.	Can	you	predict	when	you’ll	be	able	to	see	it	and	what	shape	it	will	appear?	Use	an	app	like	Night	Sky	or	Sky	Map	to	identify	planets	and	stars.	Summer	is	a	great	time	to	see	meteors	and	comets!	Learn	to	code:	Go	to	scratch.mit.edu	to	program	your	own	game.	Spend	some	cash:	If	you’ve
earned	some	money,	how	will	you	spend	it?	When	you	make	a	purchase,	can	you	calculate	how	much	change	you’ll	receive?	Write	and	perform	a	play:	Adapt	a	favorite	story,	or	write	your	own	plot.	Make	fancy	costumes,	scenery,	and	props,	or	keep	things	simple.	Perform	for	a	live	audience,	or	produce	a	video	recording.	Use	a	map:	Track	your
movements	and	plan	your	route	around	town,	at	an	amusement	park,	or	on	a	long	trip.	Can	you	determine	how	far	you’ve	traveled?	Make	a	sundial:	Stand	outside	in	a	large,	sunny	spot	in	the	morning.	Use	chalk	or	stones	to	mark	your	standing	spot	and	your	shadow.	Stand	in	the	same	spot	and	mark	your	shadow	several	times	throughout	the	day.
Make	scratchboard	art:	Fill	an	entire	piece	of	paper	with	colorful	shapes	using	crayons.	Then	color	over	your	entire	design	with	a	black	crayon.	Press	hard!	Finally,	use	the	end	of	a	popsicle	stick	to	scratch	off	some	of	the	black.	You	can	create	beautiful	pictures	or	abstract	designs.	Determine	the	best	paper	airplane	design:	Does	“best”	mean	farthest
distance,	longest	flight	time,	or	something	else?	Look	up	several	patterns	for	paper	airplanes,	or	create	your	own.	Set	up	a	fair	experiment	to	see	which	design	flies	best.	Plant	a	garden:	Plant	seeds	in	small	cups	to	keep	on	a	window	sill,	or	care	for	plants	in	pots	or	in	the	ground	outside.	Keep	a	journal	of	observations	about	your	plant.	Cook	a	fun
recipe	&	double	it:	Put	your	measurement	and	fractions	skills	to	use	in	the	kitchen!	Try	reading	a	new	genre:	Visit	your	local	library	to	check	out	some	books.	Enjoy	reading	your	favorites,	but	also	try	something	new,	like	historical	fiction	or	graphic	novels.	Ask	a	librarian	to	recommend	something	you’d	like!	Go	on	a	nature	hike:	Explore	a	new	place	in
your	community	or	visit	a	new	park.	Look	for	places	where	humans	have	impacted	the	environment	in	both	positive	and	negative	ways.	Is	there	anything	you	can	do	to	take	care	of	nature?	Make	a	treasure	map:	Choose	a	hiding	place	for	a	special	treasure.	Make	a	map	and	write	some	riddle	clues	that	lead	to	your	treasure.	Can	a	friend	or	family
member	find	it?	Learn	to	count	in	a	new	language:	Ask	a	friend	or	neighbor	to	teach	you	to	count	to	10	in	a	different	language,	or	look	up	the	words	online.	Practice	anytime	you	count	or	add.	Click	here	to	have	a	free	printable	and	an	editable	version	delivered	to	your	email	now!	You	might	also	like	to	follow	my	store	on	TpT	for	more	STEAM	ideas,
like	this	Weekly	Summer	STEAM	Tic-Tac-Toe	pack!	I’d	love	to	hear	in	the	comments	below	if	you	use	any	ideas	from	this	bucket	list!	Happy	summer!	Raise	your	hand	if	you’re	an	ESY	teacher.	If	that’s	you,	know	that	you’re	in	a	very	special	club!	It’s	is	an	exciting	time	where	learning,	growth,	and	magic	continue	to	occur	in	the	classroom.	Yes.	Even
despite	the	heat.	It	can,	however,	be	tricky	to	come	up	with	ideas	for	summer	activities	that	will	keep	your	students	excited	about	being	in	school.	But	don’t	fret,	my	friend!	I’ve	come	up	with	a	list	that	will	help.	Check	out	our	roundup	of	summer	crafts,	science	experiments,	and	recipes	to	keep	your	students	engaged	and	enthusiastic.			Incorporate
some	sea	life	into	your	plans	with	this	Scrape	Painted	Jellyfish	Windsock	from	our	friends	over	at	the	Kids	Craft	room.	Anytime	process	art	is	involved	in	a	craft,	we	are	all	in!	And	this	adorable	creature	doubles	as	whimsical	classroom	decor.	For	some	lesson	extensions,	check	out	our	variety	of	ocean-themed	adapted	readers	here.Battle	the	heat	with
this	simple	Summer	Fan	Craft.	Grab	some	paint,	a	paper	plate,	and	a	few	popsicle	sticks	for	this	functional	craft	that	will	keep	students	cool	all	summer	long!	If	there’s	one	thing	I	know,	it’s	that	kids	love	s’mores	(and	so	do	teachers)!	Create	an	adorable	s’mores	craft	using	supplies	you	likely	already	have	in	your	classroom.	This	sweet	craft	is	bound	to
make	your	students	smile.	If	you	want	to	turn	this	sweet	snack	into	more	than	just	a	quick	craft,	read	“123	Make	a	S’more	With	Me”	by	Elizabeth	Gauthier	and	grab	our	book	companion	set!	Put	pattern-making	skills	to	the	test	with	these	melted	bead	suncatchers.	While	the	perfect	pattern	isn’t	necessary	for	a	beautiful	end-product,	it’s	always	great	to
practice	the	skill!	Note:	You	do	need	access	to	an	oven	for	this	craft,	so	keep	that	in	mind	while	planning.	This	easy	Magic	Wand	Reading	Pointer	doubles	as	a	craft	and	a	tool	for	small	group	instruction!	Students	can	create	their	very	own	reading	pointer	using	just	popsicle	sticks	and	stick-on	gems!		Sunscreen	is	a	staple	during	the	summer	months.
Teach	your	students	about	the	importance	of	SPF	safety	with	this	Sunscreen	Painting	experiment	from	Team	Cartwright.	Then,	add	to	the	fun	with	our	All	About	Sunscreen	Adapted	Reader.	We	love	a	good	chemical	reaction	experiment.	Help	students	predict	and	observe	one	firsthand	with	these	DIY	Lava	Lamps.	They’ll	get	the	chance	to	create	their
own	dancing	lava	lamps	using	Alka-seltzer,	vegetable	oil,	food	coloring,	and	a	few	other	ingredients.	If	you	were	on	Tik	Tok	last	year,	you	might	recognize	this	Dry	Erase	Experiment!	Your	students	will	be	blown	away	as	they	watch	their	dry	erase	creations	come	to	life	after	submerging	them	in	water.	Allow	students	to	make	predictions	before	doing
this	experiment.	How	many	of	them	do	you	think	will	guess	correctly?!	I	know	I	wouldn’t!	Students	can	marvel	at	the	effects	of	hot	air	versus	cold	air	with	this	Hot	and	Cold	Balloon	Experiment.	Create	an	anchor	chart	and	fill	it	with	students’	predictions	for	this	exciting	whole	group	experiment.	Explore	the	mystery	of	ocean	currents	with	this	Ocean
Currents	Science	Experiment	from	Life	Over	C’s.	This	one	is	quite	hands-on,	so	I’d	definitely	recommend	doing	it	in	small	groups!		Bring	cooking	fun	to	the	classroom	with	some	summery	visual	recipes!	Visual	recipes	walk	students	through	the	cooking	process	step-by-step	with	REAL	photos	to	help	boost	comprehension	and	sequencing	skills.	They
also	foster	independence	and	help	them	improve	those	critical	life	skills.	In	short,	I’d	say	they’re	a	must!		Everyone	loves	a	sweet	treat	in	the	summer!	Chocolate	bananas	are	easy	to	make	and	will	certainly	satisfy	those	sweet	tooths.	Students	can	put	their	creativity	to	use	by	creating	an	underwater	scene	with	these	fun	Sea	Crackers!	Apple
Cookies	make	the	perfect	picnic	snack,	so	have	your	students	make	them	and	take	them	outdoors	to	enjoy!Add	some	fruit	to	the	mix	with	personal	Fruit	Pizzas	that	are	sweet	to	look	at	but	even	sweeter	to	eat.	And	lastly,	make	sure	your	students	can	quench	their	thirst	with	a	visual	recipe	for	Ocean	Water.	Just	tell	them	to	look	out	for	the	seaweed!	Do
you	teach	ESY	or	at	any	type	of	summer	camp?	Tell	us	in	the	comments!	Curriculum	Resources	Company	Shop	Support	Platform	Login	Curriculum	Resources	Company	Summer	school	–	it	doesn’t	exactly	scream	excitement	for	most	kids.	Visions	of	dusty	textbooks	and	endless	drills	might	come	to	mind.	Summer	school	can	be	a	fantastic	opportunity	to
keep	young	minds	sharp,	explore	new	interests,	and	even	have	a	little	fun	along	the	way	with	the	right	summer	school	activities.	This	list	of	fun	summer	activities	allows	students	to	take	ownership	of	their	learning	while	enhancing	their	engagement	and	making	summer	school	an	enjoyable	experience.	Not	only	do	these	activities	help	prevent	summer
learning	loss,	but	they	also	offer	a	chance	to	explore	new	hobbies,	build	social	skills,	and	foster	a	love	for	lifelong	learning.	We’ve	broken	them	down	by	age	group,	so	you	can	find	the	perfect	fit	to	engage	your	students	and	make	summer	learning	a	blast!	Let’s	ditch	the	groans	and	get	ready	for	a	fun	summer	school	experience	they	won’t	forget!
Image	by	Freepik	Mini	Solar	Oven:	Science	fun	under	the	sun!	Build	a	mini	solar	oven	and	cook	up	some	s’mores!	Sock	Puppet	Spectacular:	Create	adorable	sock	puppets	and	put	on	a	show,	encouraging	creativity,	language	development,	and	even	a	dash	of	math.	The	Great	Indoors	Escape	Room:	Create	a	themed	escape	room	challenge	using
household	items.	Kids	will	have	to	solve	puzzles	and	riddles	to	“escape.”	DIY	Water	Olympics:	Beat	the	heat	with	a	water	balloon	obstacle	course	or	a	water	balloon	ring	toss	competition	(with	a	math	twist!).	Backyard	Bug	Bonanza:	Grab	a	magnifying	glass	and	explore	the	world	of	insects	in	your	own	backyard.	Learn	about	different	species	and	their
habitats.	Sensory	Play	with	a	Twist:	Take	a	sensory	play	activity	and	add	a	learning	element.	Try	a	dinosaur	dig	with	different	textured	materials	or	an	ocean	exploration	with	colored	water	and	hidden	sea	creature	toys.	Sidewalk	Chalk	Masterpieces:	Turn	your	driveway	into	a	giant	canvas!	Encourage	creativity	and	outdoor	play	with	sidewalk	chalk
masterpieces.	Themed	Arts	&	Crafts:	Choose	a	historical	period	or	scientific	concept	and	create	themed	arts	and	crafts	projects	to	bring	it	to	life.	Flashcard	Fun	&	Games:	Create	your	own	flashcards	with	sight	words,	math	facts,	or	historical	figures.	Turn	it	into	a	memory	game	or	quiz	competition.	Board	Game	with	a	Twist:	Take	game	night	to	the
next	level	with	educational	twists	on	classic	board	games.	Need	to	level	up	your	summer	game	sessions	to	keep	students	engaged?	Download	our	free	Wheel	of	Fortune,	Jeopardy,	and	Family	Feud	PowerPoint	templates	and	turn	your	summer	activities	into	epic	learning	adventures!		Image	by	Freepik	Nature	Scavenger	Hunt:	Get	outside	and	explore
with	a	nature	scavenger	hunt,	incorporating	science	learning	and	environmental	awareness.	Community	Clean-Ups:	Organize	a	neighborhood	clean-up	project	and	collect	data	on	the	trash	collected	–	a	math	and	environmental	science	lesson	combined!	Comic	Strip	Capers:	Create	a	comic	strip	that	tells	the	story	of	a	local	historical	landmark,	learning
about	the	past	and	developing	storytelling	skills.	Mini	Catapult	Challenge:	Build	a	mini	catapult,	and	experiment	with	the	design	while	learning	about	physics	and	engineering	principles.	Stargazing	Adventure:	Learn	about	constellations	and	the	wonders	of	the	universe	with	a	backyard	stargazing	adventure.	DIY	Escape	Room:	Up	the	challenge	from
the	elementary	escape	room	by	creating	a	more	complex	one	with	riddles	and	puzzles	related	to	science,	history,	or	literature.	Stop	Motion	Animation	Studio:	Use	a	phone	or	tablet	to	create	a	stop	motion	animation	video,	telling	a	story	or	explaining	a	scientific	concept.	Build	a	Mini	Golf	Course:	Get	creative	and	build	a	mini	golf	course	in	your
backyard	using	everyday	materials.	It’s	a	fun	way	to	practice	math	skills	(measuring	angles	and	distances)	and	get	some	exercise.	Creative	Coding	Challenges:	There	are	many	beginner-friendly	coding	websites	and	apps	available.	Let	your	child	explore	the	world	of	coding	with	fun	and	creative	challenges.	Organize	a	Sports	Day:	Promote	teamwork
and	healthy	competition	by	organizing	a	sports	day	with	different	games	and	activities.	Splitting	students	into	groups	doesn't	have	to	be	a	chore!	Use	a	random	name	picker	or	wheel	of	names	to	ensure	fair	and	balanced	teams	for	activities	and	discussions.	Learn	how	to	conduct	scavenger	hunt	as	part	of	blended	learning	strategies.	Volunteering	Fun:
Teens	can	make	a	real	difference	by	volunteering	at	a	local	animal	shelter	or	science	center.	It’s	a	fantastic	way	to	gain	valuable	experience	and	explore	potential	career	paths.	Documentary	Detectives:	Budding	filmmakers	can	grab	their	phones	and	get	creative	with	this	fun	summer	activity	for	students!	Challenge	them	to	create	a	short	documentary
or	presentation	about	a	local	historical	landmark.	This	is	a	great	way	to	develop	research,	writing,	and	video	editing	skills.	Code	Crusaders:	For	the	tech-savvy	teens,	there	are	tons	of	amazing	online	coding	or	design	courses	available.	Learning	to	code	is	a	valuable	skill	for	the	future,	and	it	can	be	surprisingly	fun!	Apprenticeship	Adventure:	Look	into
internship	or	apprenticeship	opportunities	in	fields	that	interest	your	teen.	This	is	a	fantastic	way	to	gain	real-world	experience	and	build	a	strong	resume.	Creative	Writing	Challenge:	Spark	their	imagination	with	a	creative	writing	challenge.	Choose	a	genre	or	theme	and	let	them	write	a	short	story,	poem,	or	even	a	screenplay.	Learn	a	New
Language:	With	so	many	language	learning	apps	and	online	resources	available,	there’s	no	better	time	to	pick	up	a	new	language.	It’s	a	valuable	skill	for	college	applications	and	future	careers.	DIY	Photography	Project:	Challenge	your	teen	to	take	photos	based	on	a	specific	theme,	like	capturing	the	beauty	of	nature	or	the	architecture	of	your	city.
Plan	a	Mini	Road	Trip:	With	some	planning,	teens	can	embark	on	a	mini	road	trip	to	explore	a	nearby	city,	national	park,	or	historical	landmark.	It’s	a	chance	to	learn	about	new	places	and	develop	independence.	Organize	a	Skill-Share	Workshop:	Does	your	teen	have	a	special	skill	like	coding,	cooking,	or	playing	an	instrument?	Encourage	them	to
share	their	knowledge	by	organizing	a	skill-sharing	workshop	for	friends	or	younger	kids.	Reading	Bonanza:	Create	a	fun	summer	reading	challenge!	Pick	a	list	of	books	or	choose	a	theme	and	set	a	reading	goal.	Discussing	the	books	afterward	can	encourage	critical	thinking	and	communication	skills.	Put	those	summer	reads	to	the	test!	Challenge
your	pupils	with	these	comprehension	questions	to	see	how	much	they've	absorbed	from	their	reading	adventures.	Keeping	students	motivated	and	engaged	during	summer	school	can	be	challenging,	but	with	the	right	strategies	and	tools,	you	can	make	learning	enjoyable	and	fulfilling.	Here	are	some	expert	tips	to	ensure	a	successful	summer	school
experience	using	ClassPoint,	the	#1	classroom	engagement	tool	for	PowerPoint!		Personalized	Learning	&	Choice:	Tailor	activities	to	the	individual	interests	of	your	students	and	allow	them	to	choose	from	a	list	of	activities	or	projects.	This	increases	investment	and	enthusiasm,	making	learning	more	engaging.		Interactive	Learning:	Rotate	between
different	types	of	activities	(interactive,	hands-on,	reflective)	to	cater	to	various	learning	styles	and	maintain	student	interest	throughout	the	summer.	Use	ClassPoint’s	interactive	quiz	feature	to	turn	passive	responses	into	dynamic,	collaborative	activities,	keeping	students	engaged	and	making	learning	interactive	and	fun.		Flexible	Schedules	&	Fun
Activities:	Keep	the	schedule	flexible	to	avoid	rigidity.	Allow	for	breaks	and	free	play	to	maintain	a	light	and	enjoyable	atmosphere.	Use	tools	like	ClassPoint	to	make	presentations	interactive	with	quizzes,	polls,	and	drawing	activities	that	keep	students	engaged	and	active	participants	in	their	learning.		Short	&	Engaging	Activities:	Aim	for	short,
engaging	activities	to	hold	students’	attention.	For	younger	students,	keep	activities	around	10-15	minutes	and	gradually	increase	the	duration	for	older	students.	Use	ClassPoint’s	built-in	timer	to	manage	activities	effectively,	ensuring	transitions	are	smooth	and	your	schedule	stays	on	track,	allowing	more	room	for	diverse	learning	experiences.	
Educational	Apps	&	Virtual	Field	Trips:	Incorporate	edtech	tools	and	online	game-based	learning	that	make	learning	interactive	and	fun,	catering	to	different	subjects	and	age	groups.	Take	students	on	virtual	field	trips	to	museums,	zoos,	and	historical	sites	to	provide	a	break	from	traditional	learning	and	ignite	curiosity.		Enhance	Learning	with
Visuals:	Especially	for	younger	learners,	visuals	can	significantly	enhance	understanding	and	participation.	Incorporate	pictures,	charts,	or	videos	to	create	an	engaging	learning	experience.	Utilize	ClassPoint’s	Image	or	Video	Upload	feature	to	allow	students	to	share	their	own	visuals.		Acknowledge	Participation	&	Achievements:	Create	a	supportive
environment	where	every	contribution	is	highlighted	and	hold	regular	celebrations	to	acknowledge	the	hard	work	and	achievements	of	students,	keeping	motivation	high.	Use	ClassPoint’s	star	reward	system	to	motivate	students	and	track	their	progress	on	a	leaderboard,	adding	a	touch	of	friendly	competition	and	gamification	to	your	summer	school
routine.		Showcase	Work:	Create	opportunities	for	students	to	showcase	their	work,	such	as	art	exhibitions,	science	fairs,	or	reading	performances,	for	recognition	from	peers	and	family	members.	Interactive	tools	can	help	in	presenting	and	sharing	these	projects	seamlessly.	Summer	doesn’t	have	to	be	a	time	for	mental	stagnation.	With	a	little
creativity	and	planning,	you	can	turn	it	into	a	season	of	exploration,	discovery,	and	of	course,	some	sneaky	learning!	We	hope	this	blog	post	has	armed	you	with	a	treasure	trove	of	ideas	to	keep	your	kids	engaged	and	having	fun	all	summer	long.	So,	put	down	the	screens,	grab	some	supplies,	and	get	ready	for	an	unforgettable	summer	adventure!


