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Introduction Expanding vocabulary is crucial for middle school students as it lays the foundation for better reading comprehension, stronger writing skills, and improved communication abilities. Teachers and parents can introduce fun and engaging activities to help students build their vocabulary and encourage a love for language. Here are 20
effective vocabulary activities for middle school students. 1. Word of the Day: Introduce a new word each day and encourage students to use it in their written or verbal communications. 2. Vocabulary Wall: Create a designated space or bulletin board where students can write unfamiliar words, add definitions, and contribute examples. 3. Synonym
Swap: Encourage students to replace overused words with descriptive synonyms in their writing. 4. Vocabulary Bingo: Create custom Bingo cards with vocabulary words, calling out the definition as students mark off corresponding words. 5. Storytime: Assign a list of vocabulary words, challenging students to create stories using the new terms. 6.
Explore Word Origins: Research the etymology of assigned vocabulary words to help students understand language connections through history. 7. Word Charades: Incorporate new vocabulary into a game of charades or Pictionary. 8. Vocabulary Journal: Encourage daily journal entries with one or two assigned vocabulary words included in their
writing. 9. Guessing Game: Provide a definition and have students guess the correct term by hinting towards its meaning without providing synonyms. 10. Word Ladder: Create puzzles that require students to change one letter at a time to form new words, ultimately ending with an assigned target word. 11. Antonyms Matching Game: Create
flashcards with target words on one side and their antonyms on the other; have students match them as a memory game. 12. Poetry Connection: Have students craft poems using two or more assigned vocabulary words; discuss how the poet uses imagery and beauty to express ideas. 13. Song Lyrics Analysis: Assess popular song lyrics for target
vocabulary words or related themes, then develop class discussions around the context and usage. 14. Comic Strip Creation: Assign new vocabulary words to be included in comic strips, encouraging creativity while reinforcing terms. 15. Skits: Have students work in groups to create skits that incorporate assigned vocabulary words, showcasing their
understanding of the terms in a real-life context. 16. Crossword Puzzles: Create custom crossword puzzles using target vocabulary words as clues; students solve by finding the appropriate term. 17. Word Morphology: Examine word parts (prefixes, suffixes, and roots) to teach how specific forms contribute to word meaning. 18. Context Clues:
Demonstrate how to understand new words by deciphering surrounding text clues; have students practice using this skill with age-appropriate literature. 19. Word Association: Introduce a target vocabulary word and have students brainstorm and share related words or phrases to help reinforce understanding. 20. Vocabulary Quizzes and Tests:
Evaluate student progress regularly with quizzes that ask for definitions, synonyms, antonyms, and proper usage of each new term. Conclusion By incorporating these 20 effective vocabulary activities into your middle school curriculum, you will engage students in their language development while providing exciting opportunities for growth in verbal
and written communication skills. The more frequently students are exposed to and practice using new vocabulary terms, the more confidently they will express themselves both academically and socially. If you’re looking for some fun games for middle school students, you're definitely in the right place. Keep on reading for all the classroom games
for middle school that you could possibly need! Fun activities for middle schoolers Fun Games and Activities for Middle School Students Let’s get into the games for middle schoolers to try out. They are challenging, engaging, interactive and can be used for variety of topics and situations. #1: Charades I'm sure everyone has played charades before.
You have to act out some words or phrases for your team who has to get what that word or phrase is. My middle school students really enjoy this game and I'm sure yours will as well! #2: Apples to Apples With Middle Schoolers Check out this fun vocabulary game. You can make your own deck, or have a look for the actual game. It’s easy to find in
any store, or on a place like Amazon. Either way, it makes a really nice activity and the best part is that it’s at least partly educational! #3: The Line-Up Game This is a fun game for middle school that is a serious test of teamwork. Have a look here for all the details: Line-Up Game. #4: Would You Rather Questions for Middle School Students Have
some fun with this middle school life activity: #5: Concentration Try out this fun game that is a serious test of memory! Concentration Game. #6: Two Truths and a Lie #7: Riddles Who doesn’t love a good riddle, right? Here are some of the best ones (with answers!). Riddles for Kids. #8: Triva for Middle School Students A nice option for middle
schoolers is to do some trivia. Here are a few options: Country Trivia Human Body Trivia Language Trivia #9: 20 Questions This game is a nice option if you have a few spare minutes at the end of class and need to kill some time. Choose a secret thing and students can ask yes/no questions to figure out what it is. My rule is that a guess counts as a
question as well to prevent random guessing. #10: A to Z Game For Middle School Students Try out this quick game for a nice warm-up activity: A-Z Game. #11: Pictionary Pictionary is very similar to charades, except that you have to draw the word or phrase, instead of acting it out. It makes a really nice activity for this age group. Try it out! #12:
Name 5 This is a simple race game. Put students into pairs and tell them to, “Name 5 .” (sweet breakfast foods, sports that use a stick, popular vacation destinations, etc.). The first team to write down 5 things can put up their hand and the teacher can check. #13: Password Have some fun with vocabulary. This game requires students to work in
teams and give hints about secret words. Try it out: Password Game. Fun middle schooler activities and games #14: What Am I? Middle School Game You may have played this game at a party before. Write down some famous people, animals, things, etc. on Post-it notes. Then, put one one each student’s back. They have to circulate around the class,
asking yes/no questions to their classmates to try to figure out who or what they are. #15: Have a Debate with Middle School Students Middle school students have strong opinions about almost everything! Have a look here at some of the best things to talk about: Simple Debate Topics. #16: The Memory Circle Game Check out this challenging
memory game that can be used for a variety of topics. #17: Math Riddles If you want to have some fun with middle school math, have a look at some of these riddles: Math Riddles with Answers. #18: Word Origins My students love learning about the origins of common idioms and phrases. Try it out with yours! #19: Draw This! for Middle School Try
out this simple activity that focuses on communication skills. Put students into pairs and find a picture of something. One student faces the picture and has to describe it to their partner who can’t see it. Compare the end results with the original version. #20: Sports Vocabulary Quiz If you have a sporty class, check out this fun vocabulary quiz. It’s
challenging, interactive and a nice way to have some fun with your students. #21: Scattergories Give students a list of categories (e.g., animals, food, countries) and a letter of the alphabet. They have a limited time to write down words that fit each category starting with that letter. The goal is to come up with unique answers that others may not have
thought of. #22: Kahoot Create interactive quizzes using the Kahoot platform or other similar quiz-making tools. Students can compete individually or in teams, answering questions on various subjects. It’s engaging and provides opportunities for learning and friendly competition. #23: Taboo Give students a word, and they must describe it to their
classmates without using certain “taboo” words. It helps develop vocabulary, communication skills, and critical thinking. #24: Balloon Pop Relay Divide students into teams. Each team must race to pop balloons by sitting on them or using other creative methods. It’s a high-energy game that encourages teamwork, coordination, and friendly
competition. #25: Spelling Bee Organize a spelling competition where students take turns spelling words aloud. Start with easier words and gradually increase the difficulty. It’s a fun way to improve spelling skills and build confidence. #26: Scavenger Hunt Create a list of items or clues that students must find within a designated area. It can be done
indoors or outdoors. Scavenger hunts promote problem-solving, teamwork, and critical thinking. #27: Minute to Win It Challenges Set up a series of short, timed challenges using everyday objects. For example, students must stack cups into a pyramid, transfer objects with chopsticks, or complete other fun tasks within one minute. It’s fast-paced and
encourages creativity, dexterity, and quick thinking. FAQs for Fun Middle School Games There are a number of common questions that teachers have about making class fun for middle schoolers. Here are the answers to some of the most popular ones. What are some fun activities for middle school students to do in class? Team-based trivia games,
where students compete in groups to answer questions. Hands-on science experiments or demonstrations to make learning interactive. Creative writing exercises, such as storytelling or creating their own comic strips. Role-playing activities or simulations to engage students in real-life scenarios. Collaborative art projects, such as mural painting or
creating a class collage. How can I make math class more enjoyable for middle school students? Incorporate math games and puzzles to make learning more interactive and engaging. Use real-life examples and applications of math concepts to show their relevance. Provide opportunities for group work and collaborative problem-solving. Introduce
hands-on activities that involve measuring, constructing shapes, or using manipulatives. Gamify math lessons by using online math platforms or creating a points/rewards system. What are some fun physical education activities for middle school students? Organize team sports like basketball, soccer, or volleyball tournaments. You can also set up
obstacle courses or relay races to promote physical fitness and teamwork. Consider offering dance or Zumba classes to make exercise enjoyable and enhance coordination. How can I make history class more engaging for middle school students? You can make history class more interesting by conducting debates or doing mock trials to encourage
critical thinking and understanding of historical events. You might also ceate interactive timelines or historical dioramas to visualize historical periods. What are some fun activities for middle school students to do during breaks or downtime? Set up a board game corner with a variety of games for students to play. Create a reading nook with a
selection of age-appropriate books and magazines. Provide art supplies for drawing, coloring, or crafting activities. Encourage students to engage in physical activities, such as jumping rope or playing with a soft ball. Have a designated “brain break” area with puzzles, brain teasers, or Sudoku for mental stimulation. Have a designated “brain break”
area with puzzles, brain teasers, or Sudoku for mental stimulation. Fun Activities for 8th Graders There are many fun activities for 8th graders that can be both fun and educational. Here are some ideas: STEM Challenges: Designing and building structures, creating simple machines, or conducting science experiments. Creative Writing: Writing short
stories, poems, or scripts for skits. Debates: Discussing and debating current events or ethical issues. Art Projects: Painting, drawing, or sculpting. Historical Role-Playing: Acting out scenes from history or famous literature. Team Sports: Organizing games like soccer, basketball, or volleyball. Community Service: Volunteering for local organizations
or participating in clean-up projects. Math Games: Playing math-related games to reinforce concepts. Book Clubs: Reading and discussing books as a group. Science Fair: Conducting experiments and presenting findings. These activities can help students develop various skills while having fun and interacting with their peers. Middle School Activities:
Join the Conversation Do you have any fun middle school activities that you’d like to recommend? Leave a comment and let us know. We’d love to hear from you. Last update on 2022-07-17 / Affiliate links / Images from Amazon Product Advertising API Vocabulary word games to play with middle schoolers- Word Work, Vocabulary Diction. All of these
terms make learning new words so borrring! That’s why these 5 word games to play with middle schoolers will make your ELA class a lot more engaging. Vocabulary study can get boring or overwhelming for students. So, allowing them to play with words, helps them to retain the words and have fun at the same time. When I think about words, I
think about their power. I think about how words help us to express ourselves. I think about the types of stories and poetry I can create using these words. As a writer, I think about how I like to play with words. I think about how I like to put together words into different combinations like alliterations or metaphors or even oxymorons. So when, I
think about teaching kids vocabulary, I really think about teaching them how to play with words. As a teacher, I feel that when we teach our kids the magic of word choice, students learn the power of clarity. Kids love to play games. So when I teach vocabulary, I try to think of as many word games to play with middle schoolers as I can. Word study
takes a lot of repetition just like any other type of learning. So, if we can make learning new words fun for our kids, they learn to love words as much as we do. One word game to play is to get students to pair up and act out the words. One partner acts out the word, and the other partner tries to guess what the word is. They record each word they
guess correctly on a worksheet or in a form on Google drive. This makes students accountable while they play with words. Once they have practiced with one partner, they can switch to a different partner, and do all the words again. (Usually, I have students work on 5-10 new words per week.) By using more than one sense of seeing and saying the
word or just reading the word, the students are activating their amygdala, which controls part of the pleasure center of the brain. Coming up with hand motions or actions is fun, awkward and will lead to a lot of noise, but students will be learning words faster and easier. Make sure students know what you want them to do, and you set a time limit.
This will be a productive lesson, and it can also build a positive classroom community. Another word game to play with middle schoolers is through description. Have students write their word, and try to describe it using the five senses. For example, for the word “occurrence,” the student would think about an event that happened to them and use the
five senses to describe this occurrence. They should use the word about three times at least in their description. This may be repetitious, but it helps them to think about ways to use the word “occurrence” in sentences. A variation of this word game might be to have the students describe the word using the five senses without using the word in the
paragraph. Then, a partner has to guess what the word is. Do a couple of words a day with this, not all of them. In this word game, you facilitate the learning of the new words. Introduce a new word and give it a hand signal or action. Then, have students mirror what you say and do. Get them to practice this word, its signal and definition over and
over again for 30 seconds as they mirror you. Then, have them practice the same word with a partner, mirroring each other. Once students have practiced this for 30 seconds, go onto a new word. I learned this technique from Chris Biffle and Whole Brain Teaching. Middle schoolers often feel silly doing this, so it’s important that everyone is doing it
and that you laugh along with them. Tell them that it is okay to laugh and that by participating they will all get 100s on their next vocabulary test. You could even give them a pretest first, so they can see the improvements they make after playing this game. I use this often, click on this blog post to see how I used it with Black Ships Before Troy. This
word game for middle schoolers will have them lining up. I use either a double line up or inside-outside circle. One line of students (or the outer circle) will be what I call the “Quizzees.” The other line of students or the inner circle will be the “Quizzers”.” move when you yell, “Switch,” which signals them to switch partners. The other line stays put.
The line that does not move are called the “Quizzers.” They give the word to the moving line, whom I call the “Quizzees.” Quizzees tell what the word means and uses it in a sentence. Let students do this for four or five words before you yell “switch” and the moving line moves down one person. The Quizzers keep giving the words on the list. After the
line of students has gotten back to their original partners, have the “Quizzees” become the “Quizzers.” Yes, I just made that Vocabulary word game to play with students - Word Work, Vocabulary Diction. All of these terms make learning new words so borrring! That’s why these 5 word games to play with middle schoolers will make your ELA class a
lot more engaging. up for this game, right now, as I am writing this. I used a word list of nouns that start with “a” to help me out. However, we can have students do the same thing with new words. What two words could be paired together with alliteration and still make sense? You have to be pretty agile to do that! Put students in two teams, have
them write as many alliterative pairs that make sense as they can on the board. You could even have them do a relay race, where students of each team have to pass on the marker to someone else on their team who is waiting in line. The other team mates could be looking up alliterative pairings. You could also do this same activity with rhyming
words. Click here to find out more about editable vocab activities and word games for middle schoolers. For more word games to play with middle schoolers and EDITABLE vocabulary activities for interactive notebooks or learning centers, click here in my TPT store. Learning new words is like adding to your writing toolbox. The more tools available,
the more interesting and engaging your writing becomes. Check out these fun and engaging vocabulary activities for kids in grades K-12, and supply your students with the tools they need to build their wordsmith skills. Lucky Little Learners Using vocabulary words in writing shows mastery. Challenge your students to use all of their vocabulary
words in an original short story. Allow students to pair up and share their stories with a partner. Learn more: Vocab Short Story Divide your class into two teams. Choose one student from one team to go to the front of the room and sit in a chair facing the class with their back to the board. This person is “on the spot.” Place a word on the board so
everyone can see it except the person in the chair. One at a time, team members give the person a clue about the mystery word. If the word is guessed before two minutes are up, the team gets a point and play turns to the other team. Learn more: On the Spot at Upper Elementary Snapshots Teach Starter Download these vocabulary words and
matching definitions. Distribute one card to each student (either a word or a definition). Allow students to circulate in the room and find their “match.” Switch cards and repeat. Learn more: Dictionary Sort Southern Fried Teachin’ Creating word maps from vocabulary words encourages students to find the relationships between the vocabulary word
and other words. Have them include words, pictures, examples, real-world connections, definitions, descriptive words, etc. Learn more: Word Map Spark Creativity Post vocabulary words around the room, then have students circulate and write an original sentence using that word on a sticky note. Follow along and make sure students use the words
correctly. Learn more: Post-it Stations Diary of a Not So Wimpy Teacher Kids draw cards out of the bag and attempt to correctly spell them. But be careful, you don’t want to draw the Pop! card. Learn more: Pop! Hang six to eight large sheets of chart paper in various places around the room. On each sheet, write one vocabulary word. Have students
work in small groups, rotating between stations. At each station, ask students to come up with a different, original way to use each word. Continue the activity until all students have visited every station. Learn more: Gallery Walk at TeachWriting.org Literacy in Focus This fun activity requires students to draw a picture for each word to create their
own visual dictionary. When students create their own visual representations, they develop an association with the word that they will be able to tap into when needed. Learn more: Pictionary Upper Elementary Snapshots Word maps help deepen understanding of a vocab word by relating it to other words and concepts students already know. Learn
more: Word Map Southern Fried Teachin’ Frayer models are a popular way to learn new words and concepts. Kids define the word in their own terms, then list facts and characteristics, examples, and non-examples. Learn more: Frayer Model Spark Creativity Kids and teachers love Sketchnotes! Rather than writing out definitions, have students draw
a sketch that sums up each word instead. It’s a lot more fun and gives kids an image for visual association to help them remember the meanings. Learn more: Sketchnotes Reading and Writing Haven Group vocab words together with a few other words with similar meanings and one that’s an antonym. Students identify the antonym and “bump” it to
the next box, filling in the next group of words. They continue until the worksheet is full. Learn more: Bumper Words Digging Deeper Think of a vocabulary graffiti wall like a collaborative word wall. In the classroom, post the words on the wall and have kids add sticky notes to illustrate the term (they can use words or pictures). Online, try a tool like
Padlet or Google Slides. Learn more: Graffiti Wall The Sassy Apple This is a terrific way to practice vocab words pulled from books you’re reading. Ask students to use various words to describe the different characters in the book and their feelings, thoughts, and actions. Learn more: Vocabulary Activities Literacy in Focus This vocabulary game is fun
and challenging, and it can be played by kids of any age. Choose a word, then challenge kids to come up with related words for as many letters as possible. These could be synonyms, antonyms, examples, and more. Trickier letters are worth more points! Learn more: A to Z Forever Teacher via Twitter Are you on the Flip (formerly Flipgrid)
bandwagon yet? It’s perfect for vocabulary activities! Have kids record a quick video for each word, using their creativity to make it fun and meaningful. Learn more: Pop-Up Pods Diary of a Not So Wimpy Teacher Good vocabulary activities encourage more than just memorization of definitions. That’s why we like this Jeopardy game idea. It explores
synonyms and antonyms and how words are used in real sentences. Learn more: Not So Wimpy Teacher Teachingwriting.org Writing a story using vocab words is a perennial favorite, but the RAFT method gives it a new twist. Students are assigned a Role (the point of view from which they’ll tell the story), an Audience, a Format, and a Topic. For
instance, they might be an astronaut (Role) writing a postcard (Format) to their friends back home (Audience) about what they’ve seen on Mars (Topic). RAFTs are especially great for kids who claim they don’t know what to write about. Learn more: RAFTs We Are Teachers Vocabulary words take on greater meaning when students incorporate them
into their daily lives. Challenge kids to use their vocab words in conversation and writing outside the language arts classroom. Use the free printable worksheet here to help them keep track of how often they use them. Learn more: Downloadable Vocabulary Activities Teaching Fourth Colorful organizers like these are terrific vocabulary activities.
Want to go digital? Have kids make a slideshow, one slide per word. They can include the same information, but instead of drawing a picture, have them find one online that illustrates the concept. Learn more: Graphic Organizers at Upper Elementary Snapshots Literacy in Focus Give really important terms the attention they deserve. Choose a new
vocab word each week, then explore it in depth day by day. Learn more: Word of the Week The Sassy Apple Post a list of target vocab words. If a student uses one of the words in class (outside of vocabulary activities), they become a member of the Million Dollar Word Club! You can have them sign their name on a wall in the classroom or award a
badge online. You could even develop this into a reward system for homework passes or extra credit. Learn more: Million Dollar Words Around the Kampfire This is a cool idea for exploring synonyms and the slight differences that make words unique. Ask for paint sample strips at your local hardware store, or buy a clip art set. Learn more: Shades of
Meaning Reading and Writing Haven This is one of those vocabulary activities kids will want to do over and over again! Assign each student a word and have them create a faux Facebook, Instagram, or other social media page for it. They can draw them freehand or complete a template like these from Teachers Pay Teachers. Post the images to a
shared Google slideshow so other students can use them for review. Learn more: Social Media Vocabulary Teaching Fourth Have students draw a diagonal line across an index card. On the top half, have them write the vocabulary word and definition. On the bottom half, have them draw a picture of the word and use it in a sentence. Cards can be
joined together in a strip for easy review. Learn more: Index Card Vocabulary Teaching Talking In this game, the goal is for one student to get their partner to guess the word by describing or giving examples of it. The trick? There’s a list of additional words they’'re not allowed to use! Let other students see the card in advance to help keep the players
honest. (Flash it on a whiteboard and have the guesser face away.) Learn more: Don’t Say It! Vocabulary Game Upper Elementary Snapshots Write an acrostic poem for each vocab term, using the letters to determine the first word in each line. This can get really challenging when words are longer! Learn more: Acrostic Poem We Are Teachers
Everyone knows that playing games is the best way to learn. Try some of these fabulous board games with your students and watch their vocabularies grow. Learn more: 11 Vocab Games To Make the Learning Stick Amazon This is one of those picture books that grown-up kids will enjoy as much as little ones. Use it to remind your kids that they don’t
need a vocabulary list to learn new words—new words are all around them. Encourage them to keep a word list or journal of their own to record new words they want to explore and use more often. Buy it: The Word Collector SplashLearn Make or buy headbands with a notch on the front designed to hold a card. Create cards with vocabulary words on
them. To play, each student gets a card but can’t see it. Other students will describe the word, trying to get the one wearing the headband to guess the correct word. Learn more: Vocab Headbanz Katelyn’s Learning Studio A fun and lively way to practice vocabulary words. Create a deck of vocabulary words with two of each word. Explain the rules of
Go Fish to students and let them loose! Learn more: Go Fish Vocab Game KiwiCo Using wooden letter beads and pipe cleaners, students will form three-letter words that match vocabulary cards. Learn more: Three-Letter Busy Bag SplashLearn Everybody loves an exciting round of charades. Break your students into groups, provide them with a stack
vocabulary cards, and watch them learn! Learn more: Word Charades Scholastic Use plastic letters, magnet letters, or letter blocks to make words. Play it mentally with older kids, or with paper and pencil. Simply give your children some letters and challenge them to make words from those letters. Learn more: Make a Word Teach Starter Send your
students on a scavenger hunt ... in the dictionary! Exposing kids to the thousands of words in our language is both inspiring and fun. Download the free task cards below. Learn more: Dictionary Dig In order for middle school students to truly add new words to their personal vocabularies, they must work with the words multiple times over a length of
time! While we could ask students to write sentences with the vocabulary words over and over again, that’s not nearly as fun as utilizing vocabulary learning games! In my vocabulary resources, while I have included a review worksheet activity for each weekly vocabulary quiz, I LOVE to play review games with my students! It is such a fun way to
get students moving AND working with the week’s vocabulary words at the same time! Garbage Can Basketball Vocabulary Game - Students are divided up into teams. Whem it is a team’s turn, I ask a team member to spell a word or provide its definition. If they answer correctly, the team member gets a chance to shoot a mini basketball into the
(clean) garbage can or a Little Tykes basketball hoop if you have one. Another point can be earned from stating the definition.I usually have three masking tape lines on the floor to mark a 1-point shot, 2-point shot, and 3-point shot. The higher the risk, the higher the reward in this game! Ground Rules: Before a team can take a turn, everyone must be
quiet. Points may be taken away for excessive talking or excessive celebrations! (Just call me the NFL.)You will have to use all your self-restraint to not unleash your inner Michael Jordan on your students! Some groups of students may need a little incentive to keep them engaged while their classmates are taking their turns. In this case, I have each
student write down each word and definition as we go. In order for their team to win, each team member has to have an accountability sheet! “The Board Game” - This vocabulary game is SO fun, but can get a little rowdy. I suggest setting clear behavioral expectations and enforcing them. Students are divided up into teams. One team member from
each team comes to the whiteboard and finds a marker. When the entire class is silent, the teacher reads a vocabulary word’s definition. The students then race to write the word correctly on the board (in my class, they have to spell it correctly as well). When they think they have it correct, they must squat down so the teacher can see their answer.
[Their answer is not considered submitted until they crouch down!] First person to spell it correctly and crouch down wins a point. If it’s close, I ask a student from a neutral team to help decide. The Fly Swatter Vocabulary Game - For this game, you will need a projector and two fly swatters. Students are divided into two teams. The list of vocabulary
words or definitions is projected on the board/screen. The teacher reads a word or definition and, using their fly swatter, students must point to the corresponding definition or word.The first one to point to the correct word or definition with their fly swatter wins! Similar to the other vocabulary games, students must be quiet before each turn and an
accountability sheet is a great way to keep students engaged when they aren’t the active player. Partner Matching Game - Ask students to write each vocabulary word on a 3x5 card (or half a card) and each definition on a card. Students play memory/concentration in pairsThis is a great vocabulary activity when you want students to be active, but
don’t feel like leading a whole-class vocabulary activity. Vocabulary Games are a great way to make learning new words fun for your middle school students! Each week, I use these games to reinforce our weekly vocabulary words! Click HERE to see my vocabulary lessons in action! (Vocabulary Activities also come in 7th Grade editions & 8th Grade
editions.) Games are such a great way to have fun and build relationships with students which only increases student learning! What games do you like to play? Let me know! Until Next Time, Brenna (Mrs. Nelson) Set those boring worksheets aside and take your vocabulary lessons to the next level! Your kiddos will tap into their creativity, get up out
of their desks, and work cooperatively to tackle their word study! Most of these ideas can be adapted for any grade level, but these are especially geared for 6th through 8th grade. Get ready to throw rote learning out the window for good and implement our list of effective vocabulary activities for middle school students today! Let’s take a look! Patch
together colorful ‘quilts’ to support vocabulary development! By middle school, your kiddos should understand what the overall project is going to look like and will likely spend a bit more time creating the definitions, synonyms, antonyms, and pictures that relate to their vocabulary word! Learn More: Instagram The Word of the Week activity is a
great way to incorporate vocabulary into your morning routine! This routine exposes your students to new and sophisticated vocabulary that can go a long way in building their confidence. Be sure to give them the chance to practice using these words in their writing and speaking too! Learn More: Instagram Graphic organizers are a super simple but
effective way to build your kiddos” word power! There are a variety of organizers out there that are specifically geared toward vocabulary, but this one offers your middle schoolers more opportunities to truly explore the words! Learn More: Mrs. Warner Arlington Bingo is a classic and beloved game that works well to energize your classroom!
Whether you use the definitions or the words from your vocabulary list on the boards, BINGO is sure to help build your middle school students’ academic vocabulary, while also letting them engage in a little friendly competition! Learn More: YouTube Spice up vocabulary activities with sticky ball tic tac toe! Your kids will have a blast deciphering the
meaning of words based on the hints you provide. When they know the correct word, a member from each team will throw a sticky ball at the whiteboard grid to score a point! Learn More: YouTube This video shows a collaborative thinking strategy to use with a Frayer Model. Your middle schoolers will first think about their ideas before partnering
up to share them. You can then have them work together to create examples and non-examples of these high-level vocabulary words! Learn More: YouTube If your learners don’t actually understand what context clues are, how are they supposed to use them? There are many types of context clues, but this activity cleverly focuses on just one, giving
them practice with their knowledge of antonyms to figure out challenging vocabulary words. Learn More: YouTube Your kiddies will love this guessing game! Have one student sit in the ‘hot seat’ with their back to a vocabulary word and let them try to guess the word from the hints provided by your other students. They’ll be having fun and expanding
their vocabulary! Learn More: YouTube This game can be played at any grade level and all of your kids will love the competitive spin! Divide your kids into two teams with one member from each team drawing a picture of a vocabulary word on the board. Whichever team guesses the word first will get a point! Learn More: YouTube Bluff is a bit more
complicated, but it’s also super fun once your kids get their heads around it. It’s a great informal assessment to help you gauge your middle school students’ understanding of vocabulary words and it’ll also help them figure out their poker faces early on. Curious? Check out the video! Learn More: YouTube This is another fun team activity to challenge
your kiddos in both spelling and vocabulary. They’ll love guessing the vocabulary word from the hints you provide, and when they think they have it, call on a team to spell the word and provide a definition! Learn More: YouTube What kid doesn’t love trading cards? This creative activity can easily be adapted as a DIY vocabulary activity for any
subject area. Let your learners create the vocabulary cards themselves with their own pictures and definitions and then let them have fun trading their cards with each other. Learn More: Mr. Elementary This one is sure to be a hit! Purchase Jenga, and tape or write the words from your vocabulary list onto the blocks. Each time one of your kids pulls
out a block, they’ll have to define the word! This fun game can be used in small groups or if you have more than one set, make it into an exciting class tournament! Learn More: Amazon A word wall is essential in the middle school classroom. You can use your own vocabulary words, or for better recall and to ignite a little ownership over their
learning, have your students create their own word walls! This type of constant reference of vocabulary words has been proven to aid learners in better vocabulary retention and spelling. Learn More: Bright In The Middle Give Free Rice a whirl to help your learners grasp the meaning behind essential vocabulary words. For every right answer that
they select from the given options, a grain of rice will be donated to communities in need all around the world! Learn More: Free Rice This game is a hit for both supporting vocabulary development and instilling a collaborative spirit into your classroom. Your kiddies will work together in groups or as a whole class to come up with different words
associated with the target vocabulary word. Learn More: Growing Play This versatile game can be used in any classroom and for any word list! Simply write words on pieces of paper and have your kiddos toss their bean bags and give a definition for the word they land on. This game can also be played on a smaller scale with a ping pong ball and a
muffin tin. Learn More: Sight Words Your middle schoolers might not show their love outwardly for this game, but they will secretly crave it! Gameshow Quiz can be created with any list of vocabulary, questions, or definitions, and like many of our games on this list, this one can also be used in a healthy team competition! Learn More: Word Wall
Instill a lifelong love of word games in your kiddies by showing them the fun of a good old-fashioned crossword puzzle. After finishing all of the other fun and engaging vocabulary activities they’ll love how easy completing a calming crossword puzzle will be! Learn More: Puzzlemaker Get your kiddos involved in the collaborative word wall with some
ever-so-popular sticky notes! Just post vocabulary terms from a current unit around the room and have them get up from their seats and write a sentence or definition that relates to each word! Learn More: Devin’s Meandering Mind Paper index cards are fine but sort of boring. Meet your learners in the digital age with Quizlet! The best part about
this user-friendly website is that it takes almost zero advanced preparation and your kiddos will love using the resource - it’s a win-win! Learn More: Quizlet There’s no need to hide things around your classroom for this fun online activity! Pick one or two website articles that relate to the unit you're teaching. Your kiddos won’t need to read the entire
article but will just skim and scan for words they don’t yet know. You’ll be surprised by what they’ll learn! Learn More: Vocabulary Luau This academic vocabulary activity goes above and beyond simply reciting a basic definition! Your kids will love using cardstock or paper to add their own creative touches and bring their word list to 3D! Each face of
the cube will encourage them to examine and define their chosen word. Learn More: Vocabulary Luau Let’s get your kiddos moving! Tape up sheets of paper around the room that each has a vocabulary word from a current unit. Place your kiddos into groups of four and have them race to write a sentence on each page that correctly uses the word -
the first group finished wins! Learn More: Sadlier’s This one takes almost no advanced preparation time! Choose a topic and have one of your kids think of a word that relates to it. The next student has to think of a word that starts with the last letter of the previous word and so on. Your students will love continuing the chain until someone fumbles.
Learn More: Word Finder Your middle schoolers are sure to love a healthy debate! Pair up your students to chat about two sides of a debatable topic. Give them a checklist of commonly used debate vocabulary and phrases, such as “excuse me, but that’s not quite correct...” and prepare to be convinced! Learn More: ESL BUZZ What's a fancy word for
guess and a part of the scientific method? Hypothesis! Your learners will enjoy creating a series of riddles where the answers are their vocabulary terms. This activity is great for reinforcing academic vocabulary across the subject areas! Learn More: Innovative Your budding artists will truly appreciate this word study activity. Creating vocabulary
cartoons is a fun, challenging, and creative way to explore new vocabulary! Think about adding a technology component by having your techies create their cartoons in Adobe Illustrator or Canva! Learn More: Curriculum Choice Everyone loves Mad Libs! It’s not only a great way to review vocabulary, but it offers a refresher on some word study
knowledge! Create a couple of paragraphs about a topic that your students are learning. Then have them replace all the blanks with correct vocabulary and let the fun begin! Learn More: Hobby Lark There’s nothing subpar about this prefix activity to help your kids see vocab in a different way! First, they’ll divide a circle template into sections,
placing a prefix on center stage! They’ll label each segment with corresponding prefix words and pictures in this extraordinary activity! Learn More: Smekens This game has fewer rules than other word games making it perfect for all levels! Pick a three-letter grapheme, prefix, or suffix to start, and write it on the board. Split your class into teams, set
a timer, and have each team come up with as many words as possible. Ready, set, go! Learn More: Snippets What’s better than some instant differentiation? After you give your kiddos their own ‘just right’ article, have them find any unfamiliar words. They’ll learn to use context clues by substituting other words that make sense. What a way to
highlight their new learning! Learn More: Missouri Education Ready, set, go! Time to pull out the old clunky hardback dictionaries - we promise it will be fun if you add a bit of competition! Just call out a word, any word will do...how about... “Collywobbles!” Your students will love racing to be the first to find the definition and win the round. Phew!
Learn More: Dictionary Games Why be flat when you can have flaps? Print out the template and have your kiddos create a visual vocab notebook. Each section includes a part of speech, picture, sentence, and definition that will deepen their knowledge of vocab words. This is great for home studying where they can even quiz themselves! Learn More:
Second Story Window If your kiddos aren’t already using Google Slides, here’s a great way to get them started! Have them make colorful slides for each vocabulary term and encourage them to get creative by adding graphics, synonyms, antonyms, sentences, and parts of speech! Learn More: Vocabulicious A flashy alternative to Google Slides is
Prezi, so pull out those Chromebooks and level up your middle-school vocabulary instruction! Your kiddies will really get into their word study by linking definitions to visuals and they’ll love playing around with all the super fun features! Learn More: Sadlier Pick a word, any word! This game is similar to the Pictionary race organized around team
competition, but it can also be played in pairs or small groups. Your kiddos do their best to draw a vocabulary word well enough for their classmates to guess. If working in pairs, mini whiteboards work great! Learn More: Top Notch Ditch any vocab test jitters with this one! Your kiddos will act out a word as their classmates try to guess it. To allow
for some more think-time, try assigning it as homework! Just give everyone a word and have them make a quick two-minute video of themselves acting out the word! Learn More: Teach-nology his classic memory-matching game could be a fun station activity or an awesome task for your early finishers. You can either put all the word definitions on the
backs of the cards or separate the words and definitions. You're kiddos will love this leveled-up version of the old childhood game! Learn More: ELA Matters This is great practice for developing word association. List the vocabulary terms and make a second list that relates in some way to the first. Go in any direction - choose synonyms, antonyms,
connotations, whatever you like! Your kiddos will make matches and explain their connections; there’s not necessarily one right answer! Learn More: Reading Rockets If you're teaching teenagers at middle school you know how easily they can lose interest if they’re not having fun in class. A great way to keep middle school students engaged is to use
fun and engaging classroom games. Below we have put together 10 of our favorite classroom games for middle school students. These games are not only great for ESL middle school students but can also be used as a fun classroom activity in any class teaching teenagers. Related: Debate Topics For Middle School Students / Reading Games For
Middle School Students 10 Classroom Games For Middle School Students 1: The 20 Questions Game The 20 questions game is a great ESL speaking activity for middle school students. If you’'re not familiar with this game, the rules are simple. One student thinks of a secret object and doesn’t tell anyone. The only thing they tell the other students is
the kind of thing it is. For example, they might tell them it’s an animal, a type of food, a famous person, etc. Next, the students can ask up to 20 yes/no questions to try and figure out what the secret object is. For example, if the secret word is a type of food, students might ask “Is it a fruit?”, “Is it yellow?*“, etc. This game is a fantastic way to get
teenagers talking and best of all, it requires no preparation from the teacher. Check out these 20 question game ideas and examples for some categories and words you can use in this fun classroom game. 2: Top Five Quiz Game Next on our list of fun classroom games for middle school students is the “Top Five Quiz’ game. Teenagers absolutely love
this game, especially when they get the top answer. To play, students will need a pencil and paper to write down their answers and points. Students can play individually, in pairs, or in small teams. In this kind of quiz, each question has multiple possible answers. For example, “Name an animal you can keep as a pet.” Students must write down just
ONE answer and if their answer is in the “Top Five’ answers, they score the following points: 1 = 10 Points2 = 7 Points3 = 5 Points4 = 3 Points5 = 2 Points If the students’ answers are not in the ‘Top Five’ answers, they get zero points. At the end of the quiz, the student/team with the most points is the winner. For a ready-made quiz and a template to
add your own questions to, check out our Top Five Quiz PowerPoint Game page. 3: The Forehead Game This next game is often played at parties, but it can also be easily adapted to play in the classroom with middle school students. To play, one student (or the teacher) must write down keywords from the lesson on pieces or paper/post-it notes. Next,
the students in the class would choose one of the pieces of paper at random and, without looking at it, stick it to their forehead so everyone else in the class can see. Next, players take turns asking yes/no questions to find out the word stuck to their head. For example, if you were teaching students about jobs and occupations vocabulary, students
might ask “Do I work in a hospital?”, “Do I wear a uniform to work?, etc. The student who guesses their word with the fewest questions is the winner. 4: Describe And Draw Game This next activity requires students to use their speaking skills to describe a picture. To play, divide students into pairs and provide a set of interesting pictures or flashcards
to one student in each pair. Next, the student with the pictures must describe a picture in as much detail as possible to their partner. The other student must try and draw what their partner is describing. After a few minutes, have students compare the drawing with the real picture to see how accurate their drawing and descriptions were. This game
often leads to some hilarious drawings and teenagers have lots of fun playing this activity. 5: What Am I? Quizzes Quizzes like our “‘What Am I?’ quizzes are fantastic activities to play with middle school students in class. If you're not familiar with these kinds of quizzes, the concept is simple. Students will read two or three clues describing something
and then must guess “‘What Am I?’. For example, “I have 2 hands but no arms. I have a face but no eyes. What Am I?”, with the answer being ‘A Clock’. Here are 40 ‘What Am I?’ Quiz Questions And Answers you can use in your class. 6: Would You Rather Game This next activity is great for getting students speaking and expressing their opinions. For
this activity, all you need is some Would You Rather Questions. Put students in pairs and provide them with many “Would you rather?’ questions, and have them take turns asking their partner the question. After which, students should make their choice and then express three reasons why they chose what they did. 7: Scattergories The classic word
game Scattergories is a fantastic game to use in class with middle school students. There are several ways to play this game in class, but the basic idea of the game is simple. Put students into small teams and provide them with a category and then give them some time to come up with as many unique words as possible. For each word that they write
down which is not on another team’s list, they get a point. Here are some example Scattegories categories for ESL students: 8: Riddles Riddles help middle school students to develop their thinking ability, creativity, and can even improve their reading comprehension skills. Not only that, students really have fun deciphering cryptic clues and working
out the answer. However, if the riddles are too hard, rather than having fun, students will just be frustrated. So, if you're planning on using riddles in class, be sure to choose some easy riddles. The Above video has 10 easy riddles for ESL students that you can show in class. 9: Mystery Box Game For this game, you'll need the Mystery Box Game
template which is a fun PowerPoint game you can use in class with teenagers. Before the class, you will need to add questions to the PowerPoint template based on the topic you are currently studying in class. To play the game, divide the class into two teams. Teams will take turns choosing a letter and then answering the question on the slide. After
which, students will see the ‘Mystery Box’. They can then choose to KEEP the box or GIVE the box to the other team. Inside the box is either good points (e.g +100) or bad points (-100). So, if a team decides to keep the box, they could win points but they risk losing points. And if a team chooses to give the box, they might make the other team lose
points but they risk giving them points, too. At the end of the game, the team with the most points is the winner. 10: Hot Seat Hot Seat is a great game you can play with middle school students to review vocabulary, or as just a fun time-filler activity. If you're not sure how to play Hot Seat, then check out the video above. It shows how to play Hot Seat
in class, and you can even show this instruction video to your students to show them how to play. The basic gist of Hot Seat is to have one student in the ‘Hot Seat’, which is a chair at the front of the class. The teacher would then show the other students a word and then the other students must describe that word without saying the word itself, while
the student in the ‘Hot Seat’ must try to guess. More Games Thanks for reading. I hope your students enjoy these activities. Before you go, don’t forget to check out our other free classroom games, including Activity Videos, PowerPoint Games, and Online Quizzes. Struggling to make vocabulary lessons stick? Vocabulary activities for middle school
don’t have to be dull or repetitive! With the right mix of creativity and structure, you can transform vocabulary practice into something students actually look forward to. In this article, we’ll explore a variety of engaging exercises—from games to group challenges—that help students not only memorize new words but also retain and use them
confidently in context. Let’s dive into these fun, effective strategies that will energize your next vocabulary lesson! 15 Vocabulary Activities for Middle School From brain-based games to tech-powered projects, these activities cater to diverse learning styles while aligning with curriculum goals. Let’s explore ideas that make vocabulary memorable and
fun! 1. Word Mapping Word Mapping Word maps are a great visual tool to deepen students’ understanding of vocabulary. They encourage critical thinking by linking words to meanings, synonyms, antonyms, and usage in sentences. How to do it: Write a target vocabulary word in the center of a graphic organizer. Have students add the definition, a
synonym, an antonym, and a sentence using the word. Encourage drawing or using colors to make connections visually engaging. Discuss how different words relate to one another. 2. Vocabulary Charades Vocabulary Charades This activity turns vocabulary review into an interactive game by combining movement with word recall. How to do it: Write
vocabulary words on index cards. Students take turns picking a word and acting it out without speaking. The rest of the class guesses the word based on the actions. Encourage students to use the word in a sentence once it’s guessed correctly. 3. Context Clues Challenge Context Clues Challenge Teaching students to determine word meanings using
surrounding text improves reading comprehension. How to do it: Provide sentences with unknown words in context. Ask students to infer meanings based on clues within the sentence. Discuss reasoning and compare inferred meanings to dictionary definitions. 4. Root Word Exploration Root Word Exploration Understanding root words, prefixes, and
suffixes helps students decode unfamiliar vocabulary. How to do it: Introduce a common root word (e.g., “spect” for seeing or looking). Have students brainstorm words containing the root. Discuss how prefixes and suffixes alter meanings. 5. Collaborative Storytelling Collaborative Storytelling Collaborative storytelling encourages creativity while
integrating new vocabulary into writing and speaking. How to do it: Write a sentence starter on the board. Provide students with a list of vocabulary words. Have each student add a sentence using one of the words, building on the story. Read the completed story aloud and discuss how the words contributed to the narrative. 6. Word Association Chain
Word Association Chain This fast-paced game improves students’ ability to recall and connect words through association. How to do it: Start with a vocabulary word and ask the first student to say a related word. The next student must think of a word associated with the previous one. Continue around the room until no more connections can be made.
7. Word Search Word Search vocabulary activities for middle school Word searches are a fun and engaging way for middle school students to familiarize themselves with new vocabulary. They help reinforce word recognition, improve spelling, and encourage pattern recognition in words. How to do it: Choose a set of vocabulary words related to a
specific theme or lesson. Provide students with a Word Search worksheet. Encourage them to say the words aloud and use them in sentences after completing the search. 8. Fly Swatter Game Fly Swatter Game The Fly Swatter Game is a highly interactive and energetic activity that makes vocabulary learning exciting for middle school students. It
helps with word recognition, quick thinking, and engagement, making it an excellent option for reviewing vocabulary in a fun way. How to do it: Write vocabulary words on the whiteboard or tape printed words onto the board. Divide the class into two teams and give each team a fly swatter. Call out a definition, synonym, or sentence using the word,
and have one player from each team race to swat the correct word. The first student to swat the correct word earns a point for their team. Rotate players and continue the game until all words have been reviewed. 9. Vocabulary Bingo Vocabulary Bingo Turn vocabulary review into an exciting game with Vocabulary Bingo! This classic activity keeps
students engaged while reinforcing word meanings, spelling, and usage in a fun, interactive way. How to do it: Create custom Bingo cards with vocabulary words randomly placed in each square. Prepare a list of clues—these can be definitions, synonyms, antonyms, or sentences with a missing word. Call out the clues, and students must find the
correct word on their Bingo card. Mark the words—students place a marker (or cross it out) when they recognize the correct answer. Shout “Bingo!” The first student to complete a row, column, or diagonal wins the round! 10. Synonym/Antonym Filling Synonym/Antonym Filling Help students expand their vocabulary and deepen their understanding
of word relationships with this activity! By identifying words with similar and opposite meanings, students can practice and apply their understanding of vocabulary in context. How to do it: Provide each student with a worksheet containing a list of vocabulary words. Ask students to write the synonyms (words with similar meanings) and antonyms
(words with opposite meanings) for each word. Once the worksheet is completed, review the answers as a class to ensure accuracy and reinforce learning. 11. Gallery Walk Gallery Walk The Gallery Walk is a fun, interactive activity that lets students actively engage with vocabulary words while moving around the classroom. By posting vocabulary
words around the room, students work in groups to interact with each word creatively. How to do it: Post vocabulary words on large sheets of paper around the room. Give each student a marker and allow them to write definitions, use the word in a sentence, or draw a picture. Set a timer for 3-5 minutes at each station, then rotate students to the
next word. After the walk, discuss the words and student responses. 12. Vocabulary Scavenger Hunt Vocabulary Scavenger Hunt The Vocabulary Scavenger Hunt is a highly interactive and engaging activity where students hunt for vocabulary words around the classroom or school environment. This game encourages active participation while
reinforcing vocabulary usage and understanding. How to do it: Create a list of vocabulary words. Hide cards with words or post clues around the room. Students find the words and write a definition or sentence using each one. The first to find and use all the words wins! 13. Explore Shades of Meaning Explore Shades of Meaning Explore Shades of
Meaning helps students understand that words can have different degrees or variations of meaning. This activity encourages critical thinking and helps expand students’ vocabulary in a deeper way. How to do it: Provide students with the base words: run, walk, and yell. Ask them to brainstorm or write down different shades of meaning for each (e.g.,
Run - jog, dash, sprint, race Walk — stroll, march, stride, wander Yell — shout, scream, bellow, call out) Have students rank the words by intensity or speed. Then, ask them to write sentences for each variation to show how meaning shifts depending on the word choice and context. 14. Word of the Week Word of the Week Word of the Week is a
simple yet effective activity where students focus on a new vocabulary word each week. By exploring the word in-depth, students can expand their vocabulary and use the word in multiple contexts throughout the week. How to do it: Choose a word each week and display it in the classroom. Have students research its meaning, use it in sentences, and
find synonyms and antonyms. Encourage students to use the word in their daily conversations and writing assignments. Review the word’s usage at the end of the week. 15. Free Writing Free Writing Free Writing is a dynamic and creative activity where students get to bring their vocabulary words to life! By using new vocabulary in their own stories,
poems, or journal entries, students not only solidify their understanding of the words but also express their ideas in unique ways. How to do it: Provide students with a list of vocabulary words they have been learning. Ask them to write a short story, poem, or journal entry using at least 5-10 of the words. Encourage them to be as creative as possible
while using the words correctly in context. Allow them to share their writings with peers for feedback or self-reflection. FAQs 1. How to teach vocabulary to middle school students? Teaching vocabulary to middle schoolers requires creativity and relevance to keep them engaged. Rather than relying solely on memorization, use a mix of methods that
encourage interaction and application: Use interactive games like charades and word association. Incorporate technology, such as vocabulary apps and online quizzes. Engage students in reading and writing exercises that require word application. Reinforce learning with word walls, flashcards, and visual organizers. 2. Why is vocabulary important
for middle school students? A strong vocabulary is the foundation for academic and lifelong success. For middle school students, expanding their word knowledge enhances many essential skills: Academic success: Vocabulary mastery correlates with reading comprehension and test scores. Self-expression: A robust lexicon empowers students to
articulate ideas confidently. Critical thinking: Analyzing word relationships builds analytical skills. Final Thoughts Vocabulary activities for middle school should be interactive, engaging, and connected to real-life use, not just memorization. By incorporating these dynamic strategies, students develop a deeper understanding and practical skills. Make
vocabulary learning meaningful and fun with hands-on activities that truly connect. Ready to elevate your teaching? Explore Worksheetzone’s wide selection of printable vocabulary worksheets for middle school to bring new energy to your lessons. Discover all the resources you need at Worksheetzone’s vocabulary worksheets for middle school. After
all the day’s planned lessons have been completed, it is not uncommon to have a few minutes to spare before the bell rings. Or, sometimes you need to divide up a long lesson with a quick, energetic break. Use these time slots to invigorate students and enhance their vocabulary comprehension with mini games! These games are intentionally designed
to require minimal preparation and basic rules so that you can quickly choose one and immediately get playing. The games can be used to review the current unit’s words and older ones as well, and they serve as an excellent way to informally check for understanding. These games can also be expanded for longer play and review, which may be
especially useful in after-school and summer-school sessions. Vary your games for increased interest; students may grow bored of the same game each week. It is always useful to model an example of game play before the game begins. The games are listed in order of critical thinking required; the earlier games review the basics and the later games
require deeper critical thinking. Get a printable list of these vocabulary games. Simple List The Rules: Divide students into two (or more) teams. Give each team one minute to list as many words as possible from the current unit on a piece of paper. The team with the most words wins.Materials Needed: How to Expand the Game: The team with the
most words must explain the definition of each word. If they miss a definition, the other team can take over explaining those definitions to win. Look Out For: If you have a word wall, cover it during this game. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Provide students with the first letter of the words or pictures of the words




before they complete their list. Assign each student a partner. When the teacher says go, the students stand up and have a specific amount of time to talk with their partners on any appropriate subject. They must use at least 10 of the unit’s words in their conversation and check them off as they use them. When they’ve used all 10, they sit down. The
teacher should circulate the classroom during the game to engage students in conversation and keep them on task. The first students to finish win a prize, but only if they share their conversation with the class and used the words correctly. If not, the next group shares, and so forth. Materials Needed: Unit’s word list for each student (can also use
index of book) How to Expand the Game: After the game, you might ask multiple student groups who were having strong, vocabulary-rich discussions to share their conversation with the class. If students have been sitting for a long time prior to the start of the game, you can encourage the partner groups to walk around the room together while they
talk. Look Out For: Make sure that students are not using words to discuss inappropriate matters or insult each other. Make sure students are using words correctly. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Partner ELLs with native speakers. Use a shorter list of words. Give students specific topics to discuss. Divide students
into two teams. Write two lists of unit words on the board (one for each member of each team). Each team forms a line leading to the board. When given the signal, the first child on each team goes up to the board, points at the first word in the team’s column, and reads aloud that word. If the student reads the word correctly, he or she erases that
word. The student then moves to the back of his or her team’s line. The first team to erase all the words on their list wins. Materials Needed: How to Expand the Game: Instead of pronunciation, students could say the definition of the word, give an example of the word, correct a misspelled word, etc., in order to erase it. Look Out For: Make sure
students in line don’t call out the answers. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Review the pronunciation of words before the game begins. Divide the class into two teams. Each member of the team is asked a vocabulary question (definition, spelling, pronunciation, etc.). If the student gets the answer right, he wins a
point for his team, and he has the chance of getting another question if he’s able to make a basketball shot. If the student makes the shot, he’s asked another question. If he gets that right, he has another chance at the basketball shot, but this time he must take a step or two back. This continues until the student misses a shot or gets a question
wrong. In either case, the next question goes to the other team. After everyone has had a turn, the team with the most points wins. Materials Needed: Foam basketball and hoop (or paper wad and recycling bin) List of words for teacher How to Expand the Game: Each time the student earns another basketball shot, the difficulty of questions can
increase. For instance, the first question could be spelling, the second question could be a definition, etc. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: You can vary the level of difficulty for each question depending on each student’s level. For instance, give spelling and pronunciation questions to students who are struggling with
vocabulary, and definition and example questions to students who have already mastered spelling and pronunciation. Divide class into two groups and have them form an inner and outer circle, with students facing each other. For the first 15 seconds, each student in the inner circle asks a prepared vocabulary question (about spelling, pronunciation,
definition, example, etc.) to the student she is facing. If the outer-circle student answers correctly, the inner-circle student signs his word list. For the next 15 seconds, the outer-circle student asks the inner-circle student a question, and signs her sheet if she answers correctly. Then students rotate to the right and repeat the process with the new
students they face. Whoever has the most signatures at the end of the game time wins. Materials Needed: List of words for each student Pen for each student How to Expand the Game: Play until everyone has reached his or her original partner. Look Out For: Make sure to demonstrate different types of vocabulary questions. If you have an odd
number of students, make one student the “supervisor” who walks around the circle to keep other students on task. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Give students one minute or more to prepare questions. They can use the same questions multiple times. Expand question-and-answer time to 30 seconds or a minute.
Divide students into two teams and give each student a number. Number 1 from each team comes to the front of the room. The teacher reads a clue related to a word (the clue could be a definition or example of the word) and the first person to slap the board or desk gets to answer. If correct, his team earns a point. If incorrect, the person from the
other team has a chance to earn a point. Repeat with the following sets of students. The team with the most points wins. Materials Needed: How to Expand the Game: With further preparation, you can arrange the clues on the board according to category with varying points and difficulties, just like on TV. Look Out For: Depending on your comfort
level, you can prepare the clues in advance or make up clues on the spot. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Post possible words on the chalkboard. Have students compete from their seats rather than come to the front of the class. Have students compete in teams. Divide students into two teams. One student from one
team comes to the front of the class, chooses a word from the basket, and acts out the word without speaking. Whichever team yells out the correct word first earns a point. The next student to act out a word comes from the other team, and so on. Whichever team has the most points when time is called wins. Materials Needed: Each word on a
separate small piece of paper A basket How to Expand the Game: This game can be played for a longer period of time to review for an exam. You can also include bonus words from other units for deeper review. Look Out For: Make sure to have a set time period so that students feel it is fair for one team to win. Possible Modifications for ELLs and
Students with Special Needs: Post possible words on the chalkboard. Use a smaller group of words. Play the game in small groups, with one student acting out the word for two or three classmates. Divide students into two teams. One student from one team comes toWhichever team yells out the correct word first earns a point. The next student to
describe a word comes from the other team, and so on. Whichever team has the most points when time is called wins. You may wish to limit each team to two or three guesses per turn. Materials Needed: Each word on a separate small piece of paper A basket How to Expand the Game: For each word, write a list of commonly associated words that the
students cannot use in their descriptions. Look Out For: Make sure to have a set time period so that students feel it is fair for one team to win. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Give students the full list ahead of time and allow them to write out their clues for each word so they don’t have to come up with clues on the
spot. Divide students into two teams. One student from one team comes to the front of the class, chooses a word from the basket, and draws a picture representation of the word without writing any letters. Whichever team yells out the correct word first earns a point. The next student to draw a word comes from the other team, and so on. Whichever
team has the most points when time is called wins. You may wish to limit each team to two or three guesses per turn. Materials Needed: Each word on a separate small piece of paper A basket Chalk or marker How to Expand the Game: This game can be played for a longer period of time to review for an exam. You can also include bonus words from
other units for deeper review. Look Out For: Make sure to have a set time period so that students feel it is fair for one team to win. Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Post possible words on the chalkboard. Use a smaller group of words. Play the game in small groups, with one student drawing the word for two or three
classmates. The teacher announces a category and students select the words that go into that category. Possible categories include: Nouns Verbs Adjectives Emotional words Temporal words Put the words in alphabetical order Words with three syllables Words with prefixes or suffixes Materials Needed: A set of all words on small separate sheets of
paper for each student How to Expand the Game: Have students explain why they put certain words in each category. Look Out For: Circulate the classroom to make sure all students are engaged. This game works best with a large group of words. If students have a word that you didn’t expect in a category, ask them to explain their reasoning.
Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Students can sort words into their own categories and then have other students guess what the category is. Students can work in groups. Hand at least one page of the newspaper or magazine to each student. Each student finds a picture or article that relates to a word from the week
and cuts it out. After most students have found words, ask them to explain to the class why their picture or article relates to their word of choice. Materials Needed: Any newspaper or magazine (can use one or a few) Scissors How to Expand the Game: Have students write on a separate sheet of paper why this picture or article relates to their chosen
word. Possibly post some on the word wall. Ask students to find as many articles or pictures as possible that relate to multiple words. Look Out For: Try to choose sections of the newspaper with more pictures, including ads. Make sure to leave time for students to clean up their newspaper and magazine scraps. Possible Modifications for ELLs and
Students with Special Needs: Students can work in groups to find related pictures and articles. Students can bring in newspapers or magazines in their native language. Divide students into two teams and create a baseball diamond in your classroom (or go outside if possible). The teacher is the pitcher. Each member of team 1 takes a word and
stands in the infield and outfield. Team 2 stands in line at home plate. The teacher asks a question from Fix the Mistake or Pick the Winner and then tosses the ball to the batter. The batter says the correct word and then throws the ball to the correct word. The team earns one point if the batter says the correct word and two points if he or she hits the
correct word. After three incorrect words (strikes), the teams switch. The game ends when the teacher calls time or when all questions are complete. Materials Needed: Use with Fix the Mistake or Pick the Winner for middle-school levels A large photocopy of each word on a separate sheet of paper A foam ball, tennis ball, or crumpled piece of paper
How to Expand the Game: You can create additional questions to play this game beyond workbook exercises. To review, students can complete the exercises in their workbooks after the game. If playing outside, you can increase difficulty by playing with a bat. Look Out For: Make sure to use a soft ball (not a softball) so it doesn’t hurt any students.
Possible Modifications for ELLs and Students with Special Needs: Students can complete exercises in their workbooks before the game starts. Vocabulary is not only the foundation and key element to learning any language but also an important tool in learning other subjects as well. As a teacher, searching for fun and meaningful ways to improve the
children’s vocabulary in any field is an essential task. And, while traditional lesson plans for teaching vocabulary are the starting-point, vocabulary games are becoming more and more valuable. To help you out, we decided to find and share some of the best vocabulary games for the classroom. First, we’ll take a look at the benefits of using
vocabulary games in a typical school environment, and then we’ll list our favorite vocabulary games with detailed explanations on how to implement them, and how the students will benefit. Without a solid vocabulary in their native language, children will read slower, have a hard time understanding complex sentences, won’t be able to express
themselves in a clear manner, and might even have trouble organizing their thoughts and memorizing new concepts. A young mind learns new words by developing a mental network that builds elaborate ideas hierarchically. This is why using newly learned words frequently is the best way to reinforce that mental network and make new
connections. Vocabulary games are perfect for that task, as they provide a communicative atmosphere where children can express themselves. But the popularity of using vocabulary games in a classroom goes beyond that. Vocabulary games provide a fun-filled and relaxing learning atmosphere. Learning can be stressful for kids who are anxious
when answering in front of authority or in front of their classmates, which is why learning through games is a wonderful opportunity. Plus, you’ll get a chance to evaluate the children’s progress in a spontaneous setting. Another reason why vocabulary games are so beneficial is that they’'re unpredictable. Instead of memorizing a certain word order,
or several definitions, children will have to actively construct the answers from previous knowledge. Games are challenging, motivating, and amusing. This means that most of the time, children will be learning new words or reinforcing newly acquired knowledge, without even realizing it. Here are some easy-to-implement, fun, and meaningful
vocabulary games for the classroom. You might know this game under the name “Who am I?” where players use yes or no questions to get clues about a person or fictional character that the other player has in mind or has written on a piece of paper. Our “Guess the word” variation works the same way, except children have to guess which word is
written on the piece of paper that’s attached to the child’s forehead. You can play this game with a time limit or not, depending on how hard you want to make it for the kids. To play, divide the classroom into four or five groups of four to five children. After this, instruct the children in the group to come up with a word on a specific topic (something
they’ve recently learned). Each member of the group should write a word on a piece of paper attached to the forehead of the member on their left (without them knowing what word they got). After this, one by one, students take turns asking yes or no questions (example: Is my word a verb?), trying to guess the words on their forehead. You'll need:
Little pieces of paper.Pencils. This game works just like a regular memory card game. The only difference is that children will have to match words with their meanings, instead of two identical objects. Aside from practicing their memory skills, children will have to quickly recall the word when seeing the definition and remember it so they can match
it once they find the appropriate word in the cards. To play this game, you can divide children into small groups, or let them play in partner-groups. The player that matches most cards wins the game. For practicing English skills, you can buy word cards online. However, if you want to personalize the game and make it much more effective, you can
make your own cards with words that children have recently learned in science, math, geography, history, and other subjects. You’ll need: Word cards and matching definition-cards. Lightning rounds are super fun and adrenaline-packed games or contests where children, especially hyperactive ones, will get a lot of excitement and laughs. This game
is most suited for topics that children are well familiar with. To play, you’ll need to divide the classroom into two groups. After this, one player from each group comes forward and competes in defining most words in a specific time limit (one or two minutes). The words can be drawn from a bowl, or as a teacher, you can pick the words, while the
players try to define them. The player who succeeds in defining more words wins a point for their group. To make it more fun, you can make categories from which the players can choose a topic. You’'ll need: An extensive list of words.Pieces of paper and bowl (alternative). This is a game that the whole classroom can enjoy, or you can divide students
into two or three groups. Just like the classical and famous Jeopardy game, our vocabulary version is just as fun and challenging. To play, draw a table on the whiteboard, with different categories as rows and the points as columns. The word cards should be taped on the board facing down. This means that the players can choose a category and the
number of points they would want to receive, and they’ll receive a word. More points mean the words are harder to define. Alternatively, you can choose to make different answers for a different amount of points; one point for telling a synonym, two points for spelling a word, and three points for defining a word. The group with the most points wins.
You’ll need: Whiteboard.Pieces of paper. Color markers. While some games depend entirely on the children’s knowledge or memory skills, this simple vocabulary game adds the element of luck, which means anything is possible. It’s a wonderful game because it evens out the field to a certain point, so children who have a harder time learning new
words won't feel too far behind the overachievers. To play, you need to divide students into small groups or play in partner-groups. Give each group a dice and a stack of word cards. Players roll the dice and draw a card. If they can correctly define the word (if given a definition - to guess the word), they receive points according to the number on the
rolled dice. Time for answering should be limited so it’s more challenging and fun. If the answer is wrong, the student gets zero points in that round. You'll need: Dice (two or more, depending on the number of groups). Word cards. Everyone’s familiar with regular checkers, but did you know there’s a vocabulary version that’s just as popular?
Vocabulary checkers is much more stimulating, challenging, and exciting. To play, you’ll need a special vocabulary checkerboard, which is just like the regular board, only with blank spaces in the middle of each field that you can fill out with words. The spaces can be predetermined, with words of your choosing, or you could give students the
opportunity to write the words themselves (for the opponent player). The added challenge comes with the fact that a player can only move or occupy the square if they correctly define the written word in that square. Other than that, the rules are the same as a regular game of checkers. To take an opponent’s piece, they must say 3 synonyms of the
written word or use it in a sentence (since the word is already defined by the opponent). You’ll need: Checkerboard and pieces. Printable vocabulary checkerboard. In our vocabulary edition, we don’t make a strict distinction between Pictionary or Charades, because the rules can be flexible - the main aim is to have fun and go through a lot of
vocabulary words. To play, you need to divide the classroom into two groups and assign a topic. One member from each group has to come forward and describe a word or a phrase to its group. The words are given to the players by the opposite group. Whichever team guesses correctly first, gets a point. If both groups fail to guess the words in a
specific time frame, neither group gets a point, and new players get new words to describe. In order to make it more educational, you can set some specific rules. For example, players need to use a synonym, define the meaning, or use descriptive sentences. They shouldn’t use clues like the number of letters in the word or point to clues without
using words. You’ll need: Two whiteboards and markers, orSchool board and chalk. The conversation competition is probably one of the most advanced vocabulary games, which means it might be more suitable for middle schoolers or even high school students. The main goal of this game is to improve the children’s ability to publicly speak, debate,
and construct better sentences. To play, divide the students into pairs. After this, one pair comes forward to compete. As the teacher, you’ll give one of the students a list of 10-20 vocabulary words one minute before speaking. Their task is to analyze the words and share a logical, meaningful story with their partner using the words from the list. Their
partner (not knowing the words) can ask questions, or reply with their own opinions, which can help the other student use the words faster, or make it that much harder. Once they use all of the words, they sit down and another pair comes forward. The teacher should measure the time for each conversation and the pair that uses all the words in the
shortest time wins. You’ll need: Word lists (for each pair). This vocabulary game teaches children the importance of individual effort for the success of the whole group. To play, divide the blackboard into two sections, left and right, and write 20-30 vocabulary words in each section. After this, divide the class into two groups and make them form a
line (each group in a separate line). Upon your instruction, the first student from each group approaches the board (each in their separate section) and chooses a word for the student behind them to define. Once the second student defines the word correctly, the first student erases the word and goes at the back of the line, while the second student
comes to the board and chooses a word for the third in line. The first group that manages to erase all the words in their section wins. You'll need: Chalk or marker.Eraser.A list of vocabulary words. Give each student one page of a newspaper and a vocabulary word. The students should circle every word, phrase, picture, or name that relates to their
vocabulary word. After five or ten minutes, each student should present their findings in front of the class - tell them the vocabulary word and explain how the marked words relate to the word. The student that has the most valid and meaningful connections, wins the game. This is also a more advanced game suited for middle school students or older.
It’s a multi-purpose game where children work on their reading, analytical and critical skills, as well as their creativity. They’ll improve their vocabulary, not just by reading, but by actively thinking about new connections between words, and listening to their classmates. You'll need: Hopefully, you liked our list of vocabulary games for the classroom
and we guarantee your students will love them. We made sure the games are very easy to implement, don’t require too much set-up time, and can be adapted to large and small groups, as well as partner groups. Also, most of the games are simple variations of famous and classic party or family games, which, most likely, children will already be
familiar with. This is going to make things a lot easier, as they’ll feel comfortable and ready to start playing. But, even if they’'re not familiar, the games are so simple that kids of all ages can enjoy them. Last but not least, vocabulary games are just one way to engage children in classroom activities, but if you want to find more, check out our blog and
subscribe to our newsletter. We can also cover you with educational, interactive worksheets for any subject or grade.



