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How	to	turn	on	electric	water	heater	in	house

Once	the	water	tank	has	been	heated,	you'll	have	hot	water	again.	If	the	water	heater	is	plugged	in,	it	is	using	electricity	in	order	to	maintain	the	internal	water	temperature.	Ok,	now	let’s	get	into	the	actual	steps	you	can	follow	to	turn	your	water	heater	back	on.	The	recommended	temperature	is	120	°F	(49	°C).	By	following	the	right	steps	and	regularly	maintaining	your	heater,	you	can	enjoy	consistent	hot	water	and	ensure	your	device	runs	efficiently	for	years	to	come.	Locate	the	circuit	breaker	that	controls	the	heater	and	turn	it	on.	5	Turn	on	the	gas	supply
or	circuit	breaker.	Before	turning	the	gas	on,	turn	the	temperature	to	the	lowest	setting.	Switch	the	On/Off	control	to	the	"On"	position,	and	put	the	temperature	control	to	the	setting	you	wish	—	120	°F	(49	°C)	is	recommended.	2	Press	the	pilot	igniter	button	down	while	starting	a	spark.	No.	Pilot	lights	are	exclusive	to	gas	water	heaters.	Your	water	heater	may	make	some	noise,	especially	when	it	is	actively	heating	up	the	water	in	the	tank,	but	many	products	don’t	make	any	noise	at	all.	Open	the	cold	water	supply	valve	again	to	flush	out	any	extra	residue	or
minerals	from	the	tank.	Now,	it’s	time	for	you	to	go	test	the	water	temperature.	Regular	Maintenance	for	Optimal	Performance	Now	that	your	electric	water	heater	is	running:	Monthly	Checks:	Inspect	your	heater	once	a	month.	1	Shut	off	the	water	supply	and	gas	valve	or	circuit	breaker.	5	Keep	the	pilot	button	pressed	for	20-30	seconds	before	releasing	it.	Now	that	the	tank	is	full,	you're	ready	to	turn	on	the	water	heater.	(We	cover	tankless	water	heaters	here.)	Quick	Tip:	If	the	electric	water	heater	is	not	working	properly,	there	are	two	main	solutions	to
simple	problems:		Turning	on	the	water	heater.	Question	How	do	I	reset	my	hot	water	heater?	Check	out	these	helpful	guides!	An	electric	water	heater	is	a	vital	component	in	many	homes,	providing	hot	water	for	baths,	cooking,	and	cleaning.	Find	the	thermostat	and	verify	it	is	set	at	the	desired	temperature.	Naturally,	your	electric	water	heater	is	not	going	to	work	if	the	electricity	goes	out.	Once	your	tank	has	been	flushed	out	and	clean	water	is	coming	out	of	the	hose,	close	the	drain	valve	and	take	off	the	hose.	On	an	existing	unit,	you	will	likely	see	a	safety
tag	on	the	circuit	breaker.	When	you	locate	it,	press	the	button	firmly.	A	generator	can	provide	a	sufficient	backup	in	the	case	of	a	power	outage.	Enjoy	Your	Water	Heating	System	Knowing	how	to	safely	turn	on	your	electric	water	heater	is	crucial	for	both	the	appliance's	lifespan	and	your	household's	safety.	You	will	then	open	the	shut-off	valve	and	then	turn	on	the	hot	water	faucets.	The	On/Off	control	will	need	to	be	switched	to	the	"Pilot"	setting.	Unplugging	the	water	heater	can	save	some	money	on	the	utility	bill.	Why	pay	for	hot	water	when	no	one	is
going	to	be	in	the	home	for	an	extended	period	of	time?	Look	for	a	red	button	on	the	side	of	the	water	heater	that	says	"Reset."	Some	water	heaters	have	a	reset	button	that	is	hidden	beneath	the	thermostat.	Keep	the	tap	open	on	the	nearby	faucet	so	that	air	can	escape	while	the	tank	fills	up.	The	reset	button	is	a	safety	feature	that	protects	from	electrical	fires	or	electrocution	similar	to	the	ground	on	an	outlet.	Safety	First:	Pre-Startup	Checks	Before	switching	on	your	heater,	perform	these	checks	to	ensure	safety:	Clear	Surrounding	Area:	Ensure	there's	no
clutter	or	flammable	materials	around	the	heater.	The	reset	button	will	shut	the	unit	down	to	safe	levels	if	it	comes	into	contact	with	too	much	moisture	or	an	electrical	problem,	and	this	can	cause	noticeable	problems	with	your	water	heater.	In	1992,	Jones	joined	Roto-Rooter	as	a	drain	service	technician	at	the	age	of	18.	However,	note	that	setting	it	at	the	lower	end	of	this	range	can	save	on	energy	bills	and	reduce	the	risk	of	scalding.	Most	water	heaters	today	don’t	make	much	noise	and	don’t	have	an	indicator	button,	so	you	may	not	get	a	clear	indication
that	the	unit	has	power	at	first.	You	can	now	turn	on	the	breaker	which	will	bring	electricity	to	the	unit	and	allow	it	to	heat	the	water.	If	there's	still	no	hot	water	after	an	extended	period,	consult	with	a	professional.	2	Remove	access	panels,	if	necessary.	Advertisement	1	Turn	on	the	breaker	for	the	hot	water	tank	after	it's	full	of	water.	If	your	model	doesn't	have	a	specific	pilot	button,	press	and	hold	the	On/Off	control.	Since	these	water	heaters	are	tankless,	you	don't	need	to	fill	them	up	with	water.	Since	then,	he	has	risen	through	the	ranks	into	positions	of
increasing	authority.	Before	starting	the	water	heater,	turn	the	temperature	control	to	the	lowest	setting.	If	there	are	any	frayed	cables	or	exposed	wires,	get	them	fixed	by	a	professional	electrician	before	proceeding.	After	you	see	the	spark,	don't	let	go	of	the	pilot	igniter	button	yet.	Dave	served	as	general	manager	of	Roto-Rooter’s	Charlotte,	North	Carolina,	and	Atlanta,	Georgia	branches	before	being	promoted	to	Contractor	Area	Manager	and	later	to	Regional	Vice	President.	Your	water	tank	should	now	begin	to	fill	back	up.	Learn	how	to	turn	a	water
heater	on	and	off	with	A.	Remove	this	tag	as	it	is	no	longer	necessary.	Co-authors:	3	Updated:	August	12,	2024	Views:	311,989	Categories:	Water	Heating	Systems	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	311,989	times.	This	should	create	a	spark	that	you	can	see	through	the	little	glass	window,	showing	you	that	the	pilot	light	is	lit.	Close	any	open	faucets.	To	turn	the	water	supply	off,	twist	the	valve	for	the	cold	water	supply	line	that	enters	the	tank	(usually	from	above).	Follow	the	silver	tube	to	the	end	and
use	a	long	neck	lighter	to	light	the	pilot.	After	the	10	minutes	have	passed,	you	can	switch	the	valve	to	“Pilot."	Call	your	gas	company	if	you	smell	a	rotten	eggs	odor.	It	is	not	recommended	to	set	the	thermostat	above	120	°F	(49	°C)	due	to	the	risk	of	scalding.	If	your	water	heater	does	make	a	lot	of	noise	when	you	turn	it	on,	it	can	be	a	sign	that	you	need	maintenance	or	repair.	While	there	are	obvious	benefits	to	a	quiet	water	heater,	it	can	make	it	difficult	to	tell	if	it’s	on.	Let	the	faucets	run	until	you	see	a	full	stream	of	water	flowing,	which	indicates	the	tank	is
now	full.	See	below	for	a	video	tutorial	on	how	to	reset	your	water	heater.	Your	electric	hot	water	heater	has	multiple	different	faucets	and	valves	that	allow	you	to	control	the	airflow.	(Alternatively,	you	can	also	turn	down	the	thermostat	so	it	doesn’t	have	to	work	as	hard.)	Water	and	electricity	don’t	mix.	When	the	water	reaches	120	°F	(49	°C),	then	the	tank	has	fully	heated.	Electric	water	heaters	can	take	a	couple	of	hours	to	heat	the	water	in	its	tank.	Then	open	the	drain	valve	on	the	water	tank	to	start	the	draining	process.	For	an	electric	water	heater,
you’ll	need	to	locate	the	circuit	breaker	that	controls	the	heater	and	turn	it	on.	If	there	is	a	substantial	leak,	a	homeowner	may	turn	the	water	heater	off	as	a	precaution	until	the	leak	is	fixed	and	the	area	is	dry.	Keep	the	pilot	button	pressed	down	so	that	you'll	be	able	to	start	up	the	water	heater.	For	most	electric	water	heaters,	it'll	take	between	1	to	3	hours	to	heat	the	water	fully.	Of	course,	the	water	won’t	be	hot	immediately,	especially	if	the	water	heater	was	shut	off	for	a	while.	Meet	Your	Plumbing	Navigator	Learn	More	Plumbing	Tips	Want	to	tackle	more
plumbing	projects?	This	article	has	been	viewed	311,989	times.	O.	If	it's	warm,	your	heater	is	functioning	correctly.	Annual	Flushing:	Sediment	buildup	can	reduce	your	heater's	efficiency	and	lifespan.	Let	the	cold	water	flush	through	the	drain	valve	for	5-10	minutes.	Resetting	the	water	heater.	If	you	hear	sputtering,	this	means	air	is	still	being	forced	out	of	the	tank.	However,	you	know	nothing	about	water	heaters.	Your	hot	water	tap	is	how	you'll	know	when	your	tank	has	filled	up.[2]	Once	you	see	and	hear	a	nice,	steady	stream	of	water	come	through	the
faucet,	your	water	heater	is	full.	By	opening	a	hot	water	tap	close	to	the	tank,	you'll	help	it	drain	faster	while	also	being	able	to	check	on	its	progress.	Once	you've	lit	the	pilot,	continue	to	press	down	on	the	button	for	20-30	seconds.	This	process	helps	to	fill	the	tank	and	eliminates	air	pockets.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	you	light	an	electric	water	heater?	When	in	doubt,	always	consult	a	professional	to	guarantee	the	best	care	for	your	water	heating	system.	It’s	a	simple	DIY	task	that	shouldn’t	take	you	more	than	a	few	minutes	with	this
easy	how-to	guide.	If	you	smell	gas	or	a	rotten	egg	odor,	don't	go	any	further	until	calling	your	gas	company	—	you	could	have	a	gas	leak.	Let's	guide	you	through	the	safe	steps	to	turn	on	your	electric	water	heater	and	enjoy	uninterrupted	warm	water.	If	there’s	no	cold	water	at	all,	the	entire	tank	might	not	be	getting	electricity.	3	Press	and	hold	down	the	water	heater	pilot	button.	This	guide	covers	turning	on	electric	water	heaters	that	utilize	a	tank.	It	may	be	behind	the	small	panel.	Advertisement	1	Turn	the	temperature	down	and	the	On/Off	control	to	the
"Pilot"	setting.	If	not,	give	it	some	more	time.	If	this	is	the	case,	take	out	the	access	panels	in	order	to	get	to	the	pilot	light.	Since	electricity	and	water	don’t	mix,	the	water	heater	should	not	have	power	at	this	point.	Question	How	long	do	you	have	to	wait	for	hot	water	to	come	back?	Generally	speaking	for	an	electric	water	heater,	a	40-gallon	tank	will	heat	up	in	an	hour	and	an	80-gallon	tank	will	heat	up	in	two	hours.	3	Keep	pressing	the	pilot	igniter	button	for	20-30	seconds.	Most	people	set	theirs	to	120	°F	(49	°C).	"Exactly	what	I	asked!"	Share	your	story
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This	guide	will	teach	you	how	to	turn	on	your	electric	water	heater	by	yourself.	If	your	water	heater	has	access	panels,	it's	time	to	put	them	back	in	place.	Just	be	careful	not	to	turn	it	off	during	cold	months	to	avoid	frozen	pipes.	4	Light	the	pilot	using	a	long	neck	lighter.	Similarly,	a	gas	water	heater	won’t	have	a	breaker,	since	it	uses	the	pilot	light.	Here’s	how	to	turn	one	on	if	it’s	been	switched	off	–	although	bear	in	mind	that	different	models	function	differently,	so	you	should	also	check	the	instructions	that	are	attached	to	the	side	of	your	heater.	Simply
switch	on	the	breaker	to	turn	on	the	electric	water	heater.	4	Confirm	the	temperature	and	turn	on	the	gas	for	the	tankless	water	heater.	Tankless	water	heaters	will	need	to	be	turned	on	by	flipping	the	corresponding	breaker,	or	by	flipping	on	a	switch.	Test	the	Temperature:	After	waiting	for	a	couple	of	hours,	test	the	water	temperature.	They	can	detect	potential	issues	and	ensure	your	appliance	runs	efficiently.	If	your	pilot	light	goes	out,	light	the	pilot	again	and	hold	the	pilot	button	down	longer	than	the	previous	time.	You	are	the	first	person	back	home
after	the	house	was	empty	for	an	extended	period,	and	you	need	to	turn	on	your	electric	water	heater	to	take	a	hot	shower	and	wash	your	clothes.		Read	this	post	for	very	a	detailed	guide	for	how	long	your	specific	water	heater	will	take	to	heat	up	and	recover.	Since	you	need	to	turn	the	water	heater	back	on,	you	or	someone	else	must	have	turned	it	off	in	the	first	place.	Hopefully,	it	is	clearly	labeled.	The	water	heater	tank	should	be	empty	at	this	point.	It's	a	good	practice	to	flush	the	tank	annually	to	get	rid	of	any	sediment.	A	thermostat	sets	the	temperature
of	the	water.	Dave	holds	Master	Plumber	Licenses	in	Pennsylvania,	North	Carolina,	and	Georgia.	If	you	aren’t	100%	sure	if	you	actually	turned	the	water	heater	on,	the	first	step	is	to	give	it	some	time.	After	the	time	has	elapsed,	you	can	slowly	release	it	and	the	pilot	should	continue	to	stay	lit.	Wait	for	the	Water	to	Heat:	After	setting	the	thermostat,	give	your	heater	some	time	to	warm	up	the	water.	Don’t	worry!		We	can	help	you	turn	on	your	electric	water	heater	yourself	in	just	5	quick	steps.	7	Turn	the	On/Off	and	temperature	control	to	the	right	settings.
Wait	a	few	hours	so	the	water	tank	can	heat	up.	Check	the	Circuit	Breaker:	Ensure	the	circuit	breaker	assigned	to	the	electric	water	heater	is	turned	off	before	starting	the	process.	We	will	tell	you	how	to	perform	both	tasks	and	how	to	determine	which	solution	will	resolve	your	problem.	Water	heaters	can	make	up	as	much	as	20%	of	your	energy	bill,	even	if	hot	water	isn’t	actively	being	used.	Don't	attach	the	hose	or	open	the	drain	valve,	and	use	the	nearby	hot	water	tap	to	know	when	the	tank	is	full	--	a	steady	stream	of	water	without	sputtering	is	the	sign.
This	could	be	a	sign	that	you	have	a	gas	leak.	Set	the	Thermostat:	Locate	the	thermostat	on	your	heater	(it	might	have	an	access	panel	that	you'll	need	to	remove).	Find	the	small	silver	tube	that	is	connected	to	the	gas	control	valve	—	this	is	the	pilot	supply	tube.	We	cover	simple	steps	for	both	gas	and	electric	models.	Damage	can	occur	if	you	turn	on	the	heat	before	completely	filling	the	tank,	so	you	need	to	fill	it	to	the	top.	If	the	breaker	isn’t	labeled,	look	for	a	double-pole	breaker	that	has	the	same	amp	rating	as	the	heater.	You	can	close	the	tap	once	it	has	a
steady	stream.	After	you’ve	waited	about	an	hour,	there	are	a	number	of	things	to	look	for.	In	some	cases,	the	water	heater	is	off	because	of	a	problem	with	the	electricity.	Step-by-Step	Guide	to	Powering	on	Your	Electric	Water	Heater	Follow	these	steps	sequentially	to	safely	turn	on	your	heater:	Fill	the	Tank:	Before	turning	on	the	heater,	ensure	the	tank	is	full	of	water.	Generally	speaking,	you	will	recognize	the	reset	button	as	the	red	button	on	the	water	heater	thermostat.	The	button	should	be	lit	up	if	it	needs	to	be	pressed.	Check	the	water	for	yourself
after	about	an	hour	to	tell	if	it’s	on.	It's	important	to	make	sure	the	gas	is	turned	off	before	starting	up	your	tankless	water	heater.	Power	on	the	Circuit	Breaker:	Once	you're	certain	that	the	tank	is	full,	go	to	your	home's	electrical	panel	and	turn	on	the	circuit	breaker	dedicated	to	the	electric	water	heater.	If	you're	dealing	with	gas,	switch	the	gas	valve	to	the	"On"	position	when	you're	ready	to	ignite	the	pilot	light.	4	Keep	checking	the	nearby	open	hot	water	tap.	The	amp	rating	should	be	labeled	on	the	water	tank.	A	clear	space	prevents	overheating	and
potential	fire	hazards.	2	Wait	several	hours	for	the	water	tank	to	heat	up.	Your	water	heater	may	have	inner	and	outer	access	panels	that	need	to	be	removed.	Close	any	open	faucets	and	valves.	For	electric	water	heaters,	turn	the	circuit	breaker	back	on.	For	most	homes,	setting	the	thermostat	between	120°F	and	140°F	is	ideal.	This	will	ignite	the	heating	element,	producing	hot	water.	You	may	have	to	press	the	spark	generator	down	every	10	seconds	until	it	properly	lights	if	it	isn't	lit	after	30	seconds.	4	Turn	the	control	to	On	and	the	temperature	to	the
desired	setting.	At	least	one	valve	will	be	open	to	prevent	pressurization	in	the	tank.	3	Turn	off	the	gas	before	switching	on	your	tankless	water	heater.	It	will	take	your	water	heater	several	hours	to	completely	heat	up,	so	check	it	periodically	by	turning	on	a	faucet	to	make	sure	it’s	getting	warm.	Here	are	two	reasons	electricity	can	cause	your	electric	water	heater	to	turn	off:	Sometimes,	the	water	reaches	the	unit	before	someone	turns	it	off.	Professional	Inspection:	Consider	having	your	heater	inspected	by	a	professional	once	a	year.	Switch	the	regulator
valve	to	“Off”	and	wait	10	minutes.	At	this	point,	you	should	be	able	to	see	flames	through	the	small	glass	window.	Examine	Electrical	Wiring:	Inspect	the	wires	leading	to	the	heater.	Step	1.	Forgetting	to	do	this	could	cause	serious	injury	if	the	flames	suddenly	flow	out	of	the	opening	due	to	gas	build-up.	You	can	skip	the	flush	if	it's	a	newly-installed	tank.	The	breaker	switch	for	your	water	heater	should	be	labeled,	but	if	it	isn't,	go	ahead	and	turn	off	the	main	power.[1]	2	Drain	and	flush	the	tank	to	clean	it	out.	Some	electric	water	heaters	have	a	thermostat	for
each	component.	Gas	water	heaters	can	heat	up	a	tank	of	hot	water	in	about	30	minutes.	After	you've	set	the	controls,	you	should	hear	your	water	heater	firing	up.	This	precautionary	measure	guarantees	there	are	no	sudden	electrical	surges.	See	this	post	for	detailed	instructions	on	how	to	fill	up	your	water	heater.	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Master	Plumber,	Roto-Rooter	Plumbing	&	Water	Cleanup	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Dave	Jones.	Advertisement	1	Set	the	temperature	and	On/Off	controls	to	the
right	setting.	To	drain	your	water	tank,	attach	a	hose	to	the	bottom	of	the	tank	where	the	spigot	is.	Some	indications	you	might	need	to	press	the	reset	button	include:	Water	turning	cold	quickly	No	cold	water	If	the	water	is	hot	at	first	but	gets	cold	quickly,	the	bottom	of	the	tank	might	not	be	on.	You	know	there’s	still	a	problem	if:	Water	isn’t	getting	hot	No	water	at	all	Weird	noises/smells	If	you	happen	to	have	one	available,	you	may	consider	using	a	voltage	tester	if	you	want	a	definite	answer	right	away.	6	Put	the	access	panels	back	on,	if	necessary.	Keep
pressing	it	for	20-30	seconds	so	that	it's	able	to	get	hot	enough	before	being	released.	Electric	water	heaters	do	not	require	a	pilot	light	to	ignite	gas	since	they	use	electricity	instead.	Modern	units	have	a	safety	measure	to	turn	the	unit	off	if	it	comes	into	contact	with	electricity.	Once	you've	turned	on	the	power,	you	can	adjust	the	temperature	using	the	temperature	controller,	which	is	often	digital.	Turn	the	gas	supply	on,	and	that's	it!	Tankless	water	heaters	operate	on-demand,	so	it	will	only	start	heating	water	once	you	need	to	use	it.	This	sticker	on	the
breaker	warns	people	of	the	risk	of	electric	shock	if	someone	turns	the	breaker	on.	Switch	the	On/Off	control	to	"On."	Then	turn	the	temperature	setting	to	your	desired	temperature.	Look	for	any	signs	of	wear	and	tear,	leaks,	or	strange	noises.	Addressing	minor	issues	promptly	can	save	you	from	significant	problems	in	the	future.	Dave	Jones	is	a	Professional	Plumber	and	the	Midwest	Regional	Vice	President	at	Roto-Rooter	Plumbing	&	Water	Cleanup.	Turn	the	gas	valve	to	"Off,"	or	make	sure	the	breaker	switch	for	the	water	heater	is	off	at	the	circuit	breaker.
Smith’s	in-depth	guide.	It	may	make	a	clicking	sound	when	it	resets.	Advertisement	3	Shut	the	drain	valve	while	keeping	the	water	supply	open.	Here	are	some	of	the	reasons	someone	may	turn	an	electric	water	heater	off:	While	not	absolutely	necessary,	turning	the	water	heater	off	can	prevent	pressure	build	up	when	you	do	not	have	access	to	your	main	water	line.	Run	a	faucet	in	your	home	and	let	the	water	flow	for	a	minute	or	so,	then	cautiously	feel	the	water.	You	will	find	the	two-pole	breaker	in	the	breaker	box.	However,	how	can	you	identify	the	reset
button	and	what	is	involved	in	resetting	the	water	heater?	Open	a	hot	water	faucet	in	your	home	and	let	it	run	until	the	water	flows	out	smoothly	without	any	air	bubbles.	To	refill	the	water	heater	tank,	you	will	close	the	drain	valve.	Electric	water	heater	do	not	need	to	be	lit.	Turn	on	a	faucet	periodically	to	make	sure	it's	getting	warm.	Many	modern	electric	water	heaters	do	offer	a	convenient	reset	button	on	the	unit	that	can	help	resolve	some	water	heating	problems.	The	access	panels	usually	just	slide	right	out.	Choose	a	hose	that's	long	enough	to	stretch	to
a	nearby	floor	drain	or	utility	sink,	or	all	the	way	outside	to	the	yard.	However,	for	optimal	performance	and	safety,	it's	crucial	to	know	the	right	way	to	power	it	on,	especially	if	it's	been	switched	off	for	an	extended	period	or	newly	installed.	While	you're	holding	down	the	pilot	igniter	button,	press	the	spark	generator.
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