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Written	by	guest	blogger	Cindy	Koopmans	Our	3rd,	4th,	and	5th	grade	students	arrive	in	our	classroom	with	lots	of	writing	baggage	that	they’ve	collected	all	throughout	their	elementary	careers.		With	a	little	reflection	and	a	solid	plan,	we	can	help	students	unpack	some	of	those	heavy	suitcases	and	move	them	down	the	road	toward	clearer	written
expression.	You	are	the	best	person	to	create	the	plan.	There	are	loads	of	pre-packaged	programs	available,	but	only	you	can	decide	what	is	right	for	you	and	right	for	your	students.			My	only	goal	is	to	challenge	you	to	re-think	a	few	things	you’ve	been	doing	that	have	perhaps	perpetuated	the	bad	habits	you	see	in	your	students.		As	upper	elementary
grade	teachers,	we	want	to	equip	students	to	think	and	operate	independently.		We	want	to	build	their	capacity	and	their	confidence.		We	don’t	want	to	be	their	crutch,	instead	we	want	to	teach	them	to	use	their	wings.	Teaching	students	to	write	is	hard.		Changing	dyed	in	the	wool	bad	habits	in	students	is	very	hard.	Teaching	students	to	overcome
those	bad	habits,	adjust	and	refocus	their	attention	so	that	they	are	able	to	write	and	edit	their	own	writing	is	a	thousand	times	harder.			So	how	can	you	do	it?		It	begins	with	rethinking	writing	instruction	and	changing	how	you	view	student	writing.By	the	time	students	arrive	in	our	classrooms	they’re	not	wide-eyed,	all-in,	kindergarten	types.		Very
few	third,	fourth,	and	fifth	grade	students	come	to	us	excited	about	the	process	of	writing,	but	despite	their	pre-teen	angst-y	attitudes	we	can	succeed	in	moving	students	toward	the	more	proficient	side	of	the	writing	continuum.	So	please	don’t	set	yourself	up	for	disappointment	by	thinking	that	you	are	going	to	work	miracles.		But	trust	me.		There’s
a	light	up	there	in	that	student’s	attic.		You	just	have	to	make	up	your	mind	that	you	are	going	to	do	what	it	takes	to	turn	that	light	on.	I	love	writing.		My	personal	challenge	is	to	convince	my	students	that	they	should	love	it	too.Take	the	classroom	outdoors	with	these	fun	outdoor	scavenger	hunts	that	cover	a	variety	of	skills.	The	8	scavenger	hunts
include:	5	senses	scavenger	hunt	nouns	and	adjectives	hunt	math	review	living	and	nonliving	syllable	sort	...and	more!	Get	8	scavenger	hunts	for	$2.00	and	enjoy	some	sunshine	with	your	students!One	of	the	most	powerful	adjustments	I’ve	ever	made	to	my	instruction	was	to	open	up	my	thinking	processes	to	my	students.		This	is	not	simply	in	writing,
but	in	all	subject	areas.			These	strategies	are	commonly	used	in	reading.		They	are	called	think-aloud	strategies	and	they’ve	gained	a	lot	of	traction	because	they	help	students	with	their	reading	comprehension.		But	because	reading	and	writing	are	so	intrinsically	related,	these	strategies	pack	a	lot	of	punch	in	writing	instruction	as	well.	As	I	help
students	to	become	more	confident	writers,	I	often	will	model	writing	the	first	paragraph	of	an	essay	(you	could	also	provide	paragraph	frames).		Whether	at	the	white	board	or	on	the	document	camera,	the	phrase,	“This	is	what	I	am	doing	and	this	is	why	I	am	doing	it,”	is	a	call	to	pay	attention.		I’m	sure	I	change	the	tone	and	timbre	of	my	voice	when
I	say	these	words.		Hands	down,	modeling	and	think-alouds	have	become	the	most	efficient	and	effective	method	of	walking	my	students	into	a	new	room	of	understanding	about	how	to	improve	their	writing.		If	this	terminology	is	new	to	you,	please	take	the	time	to	read	more	about	it	here.		While	I	honestly	wish	only	those	teachers	who	love	to	read
and	love	to	write	would	teach	writing,	that	isn’t	reality.		We	often	must	teach	subjects	we	don’t	entirely	love	and	maybe	those	subjects	in	which	we	do	not	excel.	And	children	have	to	learn	to	do	things	that	they	are	not	necessarily	great	at	too!			So	because	you	know	how	powerful	it	is	to	share	your	thinking	with	your	students,	share	this	idea	too.		Be
transparent	about	your	personal	struggles	with	writing	and	explain	to	them	why	you	seek	to	improve	and	how	you	are	navigating	that.		Vulnerability	is	a	sign	of	strength,	not	weakness.	We	can	all	express	our	thoughts	and	feelings	in	such	a	way	that	they	are	clear	to	others,	even	if	we	are	never	published	by	Simon	&	Schuster.		There	is	a	unique	and
beautiful	thing	that	happens	when	we	dump	the	contents	of	our	hearts	and	minds	on	a	piece	of	paper.		There	is	an	easing	of	the	soul	that	is	like	no	other.		I	hope	you	understand	the	many	benefits	of	keeping	a	personal	journal.	As	much	as	you	are	able,	articulate	the	wonders	of	this	power	to	your	students.			In	my	experience,	lots	of	kids	feel	joy	when
getting	together	with	a	partner	to	exchange	papers	and	read	their	own	writing;	however,	quite	a	few	students	do	not	get	joy	from	getting	up	in	front	of	the	class	to	read	their	papers	aloud	to	their	peers.		For	some	students,	this	is	actually	a	joy	robber	and	one	of	the	primary	reasons	they	don’t	enjoy	writing.		Who	wants	to	be	put	on	the	spot?			But
reading	with	a	friendly	partner	does	work	well	in	my	classroom.	Set	ground	rules	for	respectful	collaboration	and	stick	to	it.		And	finally,	be	sure	that	you	give	students	some	options	for	creativity.		Let	them	draw	in	their	journals.		Instead	of	a	book	report,	allow	students	to	create	storyboards	that	have	the	characters	telling	the	story	in	speech	or
thought	bubbles.			This	year,	I’m	going	to	use	student	blogs.		Here’s	some	information	from	one	of	my	favorite	blogs,	Cult	of	Pedagogy,	about	using	student	blogs	creatively.			I’m	also	going	to	ask	students	to	write	reviews	on	Amazon	for	the	books	they	read,	which	I	call	Choice	Books.		So	get	creative.		“If	you	fail	to	plan,	you	plan	to	fail.”		These	wise
words	from	Benjamin	Franklin	ring	true.			So,	before	starting	the	school	year,	sit	down	and	reflect	on	what	you	want	to	see	from	your	class	in	terms	of	conventions.		Ask	yourself	whether	or	not	you	are	happy	with	“invented”	spelling	(more	on	my	philosophy	about	spelling	in	a	minute)	and	handwriting.		Consider	your	expectations	regarding	grammar,
too.	Because	in	this	teacher’s	heart,	I	want	it	all	perfect,	but	I	know	that	perfection	isn’t	what	I’m	going	to	get.		I	need	to	pick	my	battles.			Then,	as	your	year	begins,	set	out	your	expectations	and	talk	to	your	students	about	them	all	the	time.		Create	an	anchor	chart,	individual	reference	sheet	for	their	notebooks,	or	a	link	to	a	Google	Doc,	but	put	it	in
writing	somewhere	and	then	stick	to	it.		Share	it	or	make	it	available	to	parents.		Some	years,	I’ve	had	parents	initial	it.		You	choose.	So	make	your	expectations	clear,	don’t	compromise,	and	your	students	will	rise	to	meet	them.		A	wishy-washy	teacher	is	frustrating	to	students.		They	really	do	want	you	to	be	firm	and	consistent.		They	really	do.	In
order	to	learn	to	write,	kids	just	have	to	write!		And	here’s	the	bottom	line	in	writing	fluency—journals.		Not	new,	but	tried	and	true.		Kiddos	need	to	write	regularly.		No	getting	around	it.			Experience	has	taught	me	that	it	doesn’t	really	matter	what	they	write	about.		I	can	hear	some	of	you	groaning	as	I	write	this,	but	there’s	also	no	getting	around
the	fact	that	you	are	going	to	have	to	read	their	journals	and	find	the	time	to	provide	them	with	positive	feedback	on	what	they’ve	written.		That’s	right.		Positive	feedback.	I’ll	admit	that	this	is	really	hard	for	me.		I’ve	worked	for	many	years	looking	for	mistakes	in	other	people’s	writing.	It's	hard	not	to	fixate	on	errors.		I	have	to	reframe	my	comments
to	students	making	sure	that	I	stop	to	smell	the	roses	and	then	write	them	a	note	to	tell	them	how	sweet	they	smell.	Here’s	a	veteran	teacher	tip:		Set	up	a	rotating	schedule	and	read	and	mark	3-5	notebooks	a	day.		Assign	each	student	a	day,	make	the	student	accountable	for	putting	the	notebook	in	a	designated	location,	and	keep	track	of	who	does
and	who	doesn’t	follow	through.			I’ve	had	great	success	with	purchasing	composition	notebooks	for	cheap	and	having	them	cut	in	half.		It	is	intimidating	to	write	a	half	page	every	night.		And	let	students	illustrate	their	writing.		I	don’t	allow	much	drawing	or	artwork	in	my	class	because	there	simply	isn’t	time,	but	a	cartoon	in	the	margin	of	a	journal?	
Those	little	bits	of	artwork	break	the	monotony	for	me	as	well	as	for	the	writer.		It’s	fun!	Or	go	for	an	electronic	journal.		Whatever	works	for	you	with	your	style.	You	see,	It	doesn’t	really	matter	how	you	manage	it,	but	you	have	got	to	get	those	kiddos	expressing	their	own	thoughts	on	a	regular	basis...nightly	or	a	set	number	of	times	each	week.			I
post	a	prompt,	but	make	it	optional.		Some	kiddos	use	it	and	some	come	up	with	their	own	ideas.	And	here’s	the	thing...you’ve	got	to	keep	a	journal	too.		What	you	value,	they	value.Spelling.		I	don’t	teach	it.		In	my	opinion,	spelling	instruction	after	third	grade	is	a	waste	of	time...time	that	would	be	better	spent	writing.		If	you	do	teach	spelling,	take	a
minute	and	add	up	all	the	instructional	time	you	devote	to	teaching	it	and	testing	it.		Don’t	forget	to	include	the	precious	time	it	takes	to	mark	papers.		No	matter	what	program	you	have	for	spelling,	even	if	it	is	student-directed,	someone	is	spending	time	and	energy	that	could	be	better	spent	elsewhere.			Instead,	be	sure	students	know	how	to	use	a
dictionary...online	or	old	school...and	then	insist	on	good	spelling.		You	aren’t	abandoning	good	spelling,	you	are	putting	the	onus	on	your	students	to	take	responsibility	for	their	own	spelling.	You	may	choose	to	determine	what	words	are	grade	level	appropriate	and	frequently	used	and	have	a	list	of	those	somewhere	for	reference.		You	might	even
spend	five	minutes	a	day	orally	drilling	words	that	are	frequently	misspelled	at	your	grade	level.		In	my	fifth	grade	class	some	of	these	words	are	beginning,	reason,	and	does.			And	even	adults	battle	with	their,	there,	and	they’re	so	I	take	the	time	to	teach	those	explicitly.		I	actually	have	a	cute	t-shirt	I	wear	that	gets	the	point	across.		You	can	find	that
here.		And	you	can	find	other	fun	t-shirts	that	teach	here.	You’re	a	professional.		You	know	which	hills	to	die	on	and	which	ones	you	don’t	even	desire	to	climb.		With	the	exception	of	children	who	have	an	IEPs	or	struggle	with	dyslexia,	most	children's	errors	in	spelling	are	a	result	of	carelessness.		I	often	catch	students	misspelling	words	that	are
literally	an	inch	above	where	they	are	writing.		I’ll	bet	you	have	too.Listen,	I	know	what	I’ve	presented	here	isn’t	rocket	science.		On	some	level,	you	were	aware	of	all	the	things	I’ve	discussed	here.		If	you	and	I	were	sitting	face-to-face	right	now	I	hope	we	would	be	having	a	lively	discussion	in	which	we	respectfully	disagreed	on	at	least	one	of	the
points	I	have	made.			So	that’s	what	I	was	going	for.		I	wanted	to	lean	in	and	force	you	to	rethink	writing	instruction	and	how	you’ve	taught	writing	in	the	past.		If	you	have	had	even	one	small	epiphany	then	I	am	happy.			I’ll	end	with	a	quote	from	one	of	my	favorite	fiction	writers,	Isabelle	Allende:	I	feel	that	writing	is	an	act	of	hope,	a	sort	of
communion	with	our	fellow	men.	The	writer	of	good	will	carries	a	lamp	to	illuminate	the	dark	corners.	Only	that,	nothing	more	—	a	tiny	beam	of	light	to	show	some	hidden	aspect	of	reality,	to	help	decipher	and	understand	it	and	thus	to	initiate,	if	possible,	a	change	in	the	conscience	of	some	readers.		I’m	hopeful	that	I’ve	initiated	some	change	in	your
conscience	today.	You	might	also	like	these	practical	ways	to	integrate	writing	into	your	reading	lessons.			Cindy	Koopmans	lives	in	Sorrento,	Florida	and	is	a	veteran	fifth	grade	English	Language	Arts	teacher,	a	lover	of	words,	and	a	voracious	reader.	As	empty-nesters,	Cindy	and	husband	Brian	are	finding	more	time	than	ever	to	simply	enjoy	life
through	travel	and	hobbies.	If	you	want	more	book	recommendations,	Cindy	always	has	them	at	the	ready	for	adults	and	children	alike.	You	can	reach	her	to	ask	questions	about	teaching	reading	or	writing	at	cindykoopmans@gmail.com,	or	follow	her	on	FaceBook	at	or	Instagram	@ckoopmans.	Make	copies,	find	a	fiction	book,	and	you'll	be	ready	for
any	emergency	that	comes	your	way!	Making	Writing	Fun	Activities	Written	by	Guest	Blogger	Jessica	Thompson,	4th	Grade	Teacher	Writing.	The	minute	the	word	is	mentioned	there	is	an	audible,	in-sync	sigh	from	the	students.	Of	course,	there	are	a	few	super	excited	students	who	cannot	get	their	ideas	down	quick	enough.	For	every	handful	of
excited	writers,	there	is	a	large	portion	of	the	class	that	“has	nothing	to	write	about.”	The	struggle	is	real,	y’all.	For	both	teachers	and	students.	The	big	question	for	teachers	is	not	only	how	to	make	writing	fun	and	engaging,	but	how	do	we	get	students	excited	about	writing?Here	are	8	Activities	to	try	with	third,	fourth,	and	fifth	grade	students.
These	activities	are	to	get	our	young	writers	excited	about	writing	which	will	make	formal	writing	tasks	less	daunting.	1.	Think-Write-Pass:	This	is	always	a	favorite	that	gets	lots	of	laughs.		Put	students	in	groups	of	four.		Give	each	student	a	piece	of	paper	and	have	them	write	their	name	on	the	top.		Have	students	write	for	2-3	minutes.		You	can	give
them	a	topic,	or	simply	have	them	write	about	whatever	they	want.				When	the	time	is	up,	students	pass	their	paper	to	another	student	in	their	group.		Each	student	in	the	group	will	have	to	read,	continue	the	writing,	and	pass	the	paper	again	2-3	minutes	later.	When	each	student	gets	their	own	paper	back	they	get	a	few	minutes	to	complete	the
story.	If	time	allows:	let	the	groups	choose	their	favorite	one	to	share.	2.		Sticky	Note	Stories:	Students	want	to	share	stories	with	us.	There	are	so	many	stories	-	from	their	weekend,	the	ball	game,	recess,	at	their	Aunt	Barb’s	birthday	party	5	years	ago	-	they	have	so	much	that	they	want	to	tell	us!	It’s	usually	the	same	students	ones	who	are
constantly	trying	to	tell	us	stories	that,	come	writing	time,	same	they	have	nothing	to	write	about.		Sticky	Note	Stories	are	an	easy	solution.	A	sticky	post	it	note	is	not	nearly	as	intimidating	as	a	piece	of	notebook	paper.	When	a	student	has	a	story	to	share,	tell	them	how	much	you	want	to	hear	it	-	but	they	have	to	write	it	down	on	the	sticky	note.	A
holiday	weekend?	A	school	event?		A	birthday	party?		A	football	game?		Write	it	on	a	sticky	note.Take	the	classroom	outdoors	with	these	fun	outdoor	scavenger	hunts	that	cover	a	variety	of	skills.	The	8	scavenger	hunts	include:	5	senses	scavenger	hunt	nouns	and	adjectives	hunt	math	review	living	and	nonliving	syllable	sort	...and	more!	Get	8
scavenger	hunts	for	$2.00	and	enjoy	some	sunshine	with	your	students!4.		Go	Outside!	A	change	of	scenery	makes	everything	more	fun.		Take	the	notebooks	and	pencils	to	the	outdoors	for	10-15	minutes.	Have	students	sit	and	use	their	5	senses	to	write	observations.	You	can	stop	there,	or	take	this	activity	a	little	further	and	have	students	write	some
poetry!	Give	them	free	rein,	or	add	some	guidelines	for	structure.	This	free	cinquain	writing	template	is	perfect	for	an	activity	like	this!	Or,	have	students	write	a	short	haiku!		This	no	prep	resource	gives	students	a	chance	to	read	and	write	haiku,	as	well	as	answer	comprehension	questions!	You	might	also	like	some	of	these	other	outdoor	lesson
ideas.6.		Silly	Pictures	This	is	an	easy	way	to	make	writing	fun!	There	are	millions	of	funny	pictures	without	captions	on	the	internet.	The	key	is	to	find	appropriate	ones	and	save	them	for	later	use.	Put	the	picture	up	on	a	projector,	mirror	it	to	a	screen,	or	print	it	out.	Have	students	write	about	what	is	happening	in	that	picture.	This	is	great	to
practice	skills	such	as	predicting,	inferring,	cause	and	effect,	and	problem	and	solution.	Or,	inspire	even	more	creativity	by	having	students	create	their	own	silly	drawings	to	write	about	using	these	Squiggle	Drawing	Story	Starters!		7.		Persuasive	Letters	or	Opinion	Writing	Two	birds,	one	writing	piece.		The	key	to	making	this	writing	activity	fun	is
choosing	a	topic	that	is	sure	to	of	interest	of	students.			What	student	wouldn't	love	to	try	to	convince	their	teacher	that	recess	should	be	longer?		Or	that	they	should	be	able	to	skip	homework	one	night?		Or	that	they	should	have	a	pizza	party?	The	list	of	ideas	is	endless.		They	could	write	to	their	parents	on	why	they	should	have	a	later	bedtime	or	get
a	dog.	They	could	write	to	the	principal	on	why	donuts	should	be	served	with	breakfast.	They	could	write	to	an	author	on	why	they	should	write	another	book	in	their	favorite	series.		You	could	also	let	students	choose	the	topic.		3rd,	4th,	and	5th	grade	students	have	fun	arguing	their	point	and	they	will	learn	quickly	the	importance	of	supporting	their
claim.		Use	these	ideas	and	paragraph	writing	frames	to	help	students	with	their	opinion	writing.	8.		Quick	Writes	Quick	Writes	are	a	timed	writing.	The	idea	is	not	to	scare	the	students,	but	for	them	to	get	their	ideas	on	paper	as	quickly	as	possibly	and	to	be	writing	or	thinking	the	entire	time.	Give	students	a	prompt,	and	then	tell	them	to	write	down
whatever	comes	to	mind	over	the	next	5	-	10	minutes.		Make	sure	students	aren't	worried	about	spelling	or	a	grade	-	the	goal	is	to	just	spend	some	time	writing.	If	you	are	looking	for	a	more	polished	piece,	you	can	have	students	do	this	daily	for	3-5	days.		Then,	have	them	choose	their	favorite	quick	write	to	revise,	edit,	and	turn	in.9.		BONUS	-	Secret
Descriptive	Writing	Activity	Make	writing	a	descriptive	paper	fun!		Have	your	students	secretly	draw	a	picture	and	use	describe	with	vivid	descriptive	language.		Then,	students	read	their	descriptions	aloud	while	their	classmates	try	and	figure	out	which	drawing	is	theirs!	This	works	best	if	students	are	all	drawing	something	similar.		This	is	an	easy
activity	to	create	on	your	own,	but	you	could	also	try	out	one	of	these	secret	descriptive	writing	activities	for	a	no	prep	way	to	walk	your	students	through	the	entire	writing	process:	A	personalized	writing	notebook	can	be	an	easy	way	to	motivate	students	to	write.	This	is	something	that	is	theirs	and	they	have	more	ownership	over.	Composition	books
can	easily	be	decorated	with	pictures,	stickers,	photographs,	etc.	and	covered	with	contact	paper.		Letting	them	take	the	time	to	decorate	a	notebook	with	things	that	are	important	to	them	can	give	them	more	ownership	over	their	writing	-	as	well	as	help	stir	up	ideas	for	writing!	Bonus:	Writing	will	not	get	lost	easily!	Make	one	yourself	as	a	teacher
and	use	it!	Let	the	students	see	you	write.	Read	your	writing	to	them	and	make	time	for	students	to	share	too.		Make	copies,	find	a	fiction	book,	and	you'll	be	ready	for	any	emergency	that	comes	your	way!	Step	1:	Choose	and	Set	Up	The	Clues	I	begin	by	setting	the	room	up	the	day	before	with	clues.	The	clues	have	been	carefully	selected	to	match
each	teacher	profile	I	will	provide	to	the	students.	When	you	are	picking	the	clues,	don’t	make	them	too	obvious.	You	want	students	to	have	to	use	the	details	of	the	profiles	to	rule	out	clues	that	may	seem	like	they	are	a	match.	Each	clue	has	a	number	taped	above	or	below	it.	As	students	walk	in,	they	immediately	begin	to	look	at	the	clues	and
question	what	we	are	going	to	do	with	them.	I	begin	the	lesson	by	explaining	that	students	are	going	to	act	as	detectives	to	determine	which	clues	belong	to	different	people.	Step	2:	Make	Case	Profiles	and	Set	Up	The	Activity	I	make	a	big	deal	about	revealing	the	case	profiles	to	students.	The	case	profiles	are	their	top	secret	detective	information.
Before	the	activity,	I	create	a	Google	Slides	that	includes	profiles	for	various	staff	members	in	the	school.	I	make	it	more	fun	by	including	all	three	of	my	dogs	as	well.		Each	staff	member,	or	dog,	has	a	slide	that	includes	their	picture	and	bullet	pointed	facts	about	them.	I	recommend	asking	permission	of	the	staff	members	before	making	your	profiles.
I	give	each	profile	4-5	pieces	of	information.	I	explain	to	students	that	each	person,	and	in	my	case	dog,	has	a	clue	that	matches	them.	Step	3:	Students	Begin	the	Inferencing	Escapade	The	first	thing	students	do	is	read	through	the	profiles.	They	then	go	around	the	room	and	take	notes	about	each	clue	on	a	premade	chart.	As	students	visit	each	clue,	I
do	not	allow	them	to	communicate	with	each	other.	When	students	come	back	to	their	seat,	I	tell	them	that	they	can	work	as	a	group	to	match	up	the	clues.	What	they	soon	figure	out	is	many	of	the	clues	seem	like	they	would	go	with	multiple	profiles.	Many	of	them	ask	to	get	up	and	go	back	to	the	clue	to	collect	more	details.	This	is	when	I	stop	and
discuss	why	it	is	important	to	pay	attention	to	the	small	details	when	we	are	reading.	Students	are	allowed	to	revisit	clues	as	needed.	The	chart	that	students	use	to	decide	which	clue	matches	with	who,	has	a	column	that	says,	“I	can	infer	that	the	(blank)	belongs	to	(blank)	because	(blank).	I	explain	to	students	that	their	background	knowledge	is	what
allows	them	to	make	the	inference	about	why	the	clue	belongs	to	the	person	or	dog	they	chose.	Step	4:	Reflection	After	students	have	made	their	final	decisions,	we	have	a	group	discussion	in	which	I	reveal	the	owners	of	each	clue.	We	then	make	a	t-chart	of	our	challenges	and	our	successes.	Students	often	mention	that	deciding	which	clue	belonged
to	which	person	was	challenging	because	they	had	to	pay	close	attention	to	the	details	in	the	information.	I	again	reference	how	this	applies	to	students	as	active	readers.		The	Inferencing	Escapade	is	an	engaging	way	for	students	to	learn	to	make	inferences	using	prior	knowledge	and	details	from	the	text.	While	it	is	a	challenging	activity,	it	also
helps	students	gain	confidence	in	their	ability	to	make	inferences.	The	staff	profiles	also	provide	students	with	information	about	school	staff	that	makes	them	feel	connected	with	their	environment.	This	activity	is	student	centered	and	allows	the	teacher	to	become	a	facilitator.	The	activity	can	be	modified	by	partnering	students	who	may	need	more
assistance.	This	activity	could	also	be	entirely	digital	by	making	a	Google	Slides	that	contains	picture	or	video	clues.	There	are	many	ways	that	you	could	add	your	own	touch	to	this	activity.	You	might	also	like	this	free	making	inferences	cut	and	paste	activity!	Writing	should	be	fun,	not	frustrating!	But	sometimes,	even	the	most	creative	4th	graders
need	a	little	inspiration.	That’s	where	these	4th	grade	writing	prompts	come	in!	Using	engaging	prompts,	teachers	can	inspire	students	to	craft	stories,	share	opinions,	and	explore	new	ideas.	From	imaginative	adventures	to	personal	reflections,	these	writing	prompts	make	lessons	exciting	and	interactive.	Plus,	we’ve	included	fun	classroom	activities
to	make	writing	even	more	enjoyable.	Let’s	get	started!	Narrative	Writing	Prompts	for	4th	Grade	Narrative	writing	helps	students	tell	compelling	stories,	structure	their	thoughts,	and	create	engaging	characters.	Here	are	some	prompts	to	inspire	young	writers:	Narrative	writing	prompts	for	4th	grade	Download	these	prompts	to	encourage	creative
writing	in	your	4th-grade	students	and	help	them	develop	their	storytelling	abilities!	Write	about	a	time	when	you	felt	really	proud	of	yourself.	What	happened?	Tell	the	story	of	your	best	birthday	ever.	Why	was	it	so	special?	Imagine	you	find	a	hidden	treasure	map	in	your	backyard.	What	happens	next?	Write	about	a	time	when	you	had	to	be	really
brave.	How	did	you	feel?	Create	a	story	where	you	wake	up	in	a	different	time	period.	What	do	you	see?	Tell	a	story	about	a	time	when	you	got	lost.	How	did	you	find	your	way	back?	Write	a	fairy	tale	with	a	twist—what	if	Cinderella	was	the	villain?	Imagine	you	meet	a	new	student	from	another	planet.	Describe	their	first	day	at	school.	Write	about	a
family	vacation	that	didn’t	go	as	planned.	What	happened?	Describe	an	adventure	you	had	with	your	best	friend.	Opinion	4th	Grade	Writing	Prompts	Opinion	writing	helps	students	express	their	viewpoints	and	support	them	with	reasons.	Here	are	some	engaging	prompts	to	spark	discussion:	Opinion	writing	prompts	for	4th	grade	Download	these
prompts	to	encourage	your	4th-grade	students	to	share	their	thoughts	and	improve	their	opinion	writing	skills!	Should	students	have	more	or	less	homework?	Why?	What	is	the	best	pet	to	have	and	why?	Do	you	think	kids	should	have	a	later	bedtime?	Explain	your	answer.	Is	it	better	to	read	a	book	or	watch	a	movie?	Support	your	opinion.	Should
every	school	have	recess?	Why	or	why	not?	What	is	the	best	school	subject?	Give	three	reasons.	Should	students	be	allowed	to	use	cell	phones	in	class?	Why	or	why	not?	Is	it	better	to	have	a	big	family	or	a	small	family?	Explain	your	choice.	If	you	could	add	one	new	rule	to	your	school,	what	would	it	be	and	why?	Should	kids	get	paid	for	doing	chores
at	home?	Why	or	why	not?	Descriptive	Writing	Prompts	for	4th	Grade	Descriptive	writing	helps	students	use	vivid	language	and	sensory	details	to	create	a	clear	picture.	Here	are	some	prompts	to	encourage	detail-rich	writing:	Descriptive	writing	prompts	for	grade	4	Download	these	prompts	to	inspire	your	4th-grade	students	to	practice	descriptive
writing	and	improve	their	ability	to	create	vivid	imagery!	Describe	your	perfect	day	from	start	to	finish.	What	does	your	favorite	meal	taste,	smell,	and	look	like?	Imagine	walking	through	a	spooky	haunted	house.	Describe	what	you	see,	hear,	and	feel.	Describe	your	dream	bedroom.	What	does	it	look	like?	Write	about	your	favorite	holiday	tradition.
What	makes	it	special?	Imagine	you’re	on	a	roller	coaster.	Describe	the	experience	in	detail.	What	does	a	busy	city	street	look	and	sound	like?	Describe	a	time	when	you	felt	really	happy.	What	made	you	feel	that	way?	What	would	it	be	like	to	live	in	a	castle?	Describe	the	sights,	sounds,	and	smells.	Imagine	you’re	at	the	beach.	What	do	you	see,	hear,
and	feel?	Creative	Writing	Prompts	for	4th	Grade	Creative	writing	encourages	imagination	and	storytelling.	Here	are	some	prompts	to	get	students	thinking	outside	the	box:	4th	grade	creative	writing	prompts	Download	these	prompts	to	spark	your	students’	creativity	and	improve	their	storytelling	abilities!	If	you	could	have	any	superpower,	what
would	it	be	and	why?	Write	a	story	about	a	magical	talking	pet.	If	you	could	travel	anywhere	in	the	world,	where	would	you	go	and	why?	Imagine	you	found	a	time	machine.	What	year	would	you	visit?	Write	a	letter	to	your	future	self.	What	advice	would	you	give?	If	you	could	invent	something	new,	what	would	it	be	and	how	would	it	work?	Create	a
story	where	you	wake	up	one	morning	with	the	ability	to	fly.	If	you	had	to	live	inside	a	book	for	a	week,	which	book	would	you	choose?	Write	about	an	alien	who	lands	in	your	backyard.	What	happens	next?	If	you	were	the	principal	of	your	school	for	a	day,	what	changes	would	you	make?	Journal	4th	Grade	Writing	Prompts	Journal	writing	encourages
self-expression,	reflection,	and	consistent	writing	practice.	It	allows	children	to	explore	their	thoughts,	emotions,	and	daily	experiences	in	a	structured	way.	Here	are	some	ideas:	4th	grade	journal	writing	prompts	Download	these	prompts	to	inspire	your	students	to	reflect	on	their	experiences	and	improve	their	writing	skills!	What	is	one	thing	you	are
really	good	at?	How	did	you	get	good	at	it?	Write	about	a	time	you	helped	someone.	How	did	it	make	you	feel?	What	is	your	happiest	memory?	Describe	it	in	detail.	If	you	could	change	one	thing	about	the	world,	what	would	it	be?	What	is	one	goal	you	have	for	this	school	year?	How	will	you	achieve	it?	Write	about	your	favorite	hobby.	Why	do	you	love
it?	Describe	a	person	who	inspires	you.	What	makes	them	special?	If	you	could	spend	a	day	doing	anything	you	want,	what	would	you	do?	What	is	one	thing	you	are	grateful	for	today?	Write	about	a	time	when	you	felt	really	proud	of	yourself.	Fun	Writing	Prompts	for	4th	Grade	Humor	is	a	powerful	tool	for	engaging	young	writers.	These	funny	prompts
encourage	creative	storytelling	while	making	the	writing	process	enjoyable.	4th	grade	fun	writing	prompts	Download	these	prompts	to	inspire	your	students’	creativity	and	enhance	their	storytelling	skills	in	a	fun	and	engaging	way!	If	animals	could	talk,	what	would	your	pet	say	to	you?	What	would	happen	if	you	woke	up	and	everything	was	made	of
candy?	Imagine	you	had	a	secret	tunnel	under	your	school.	Where	does	it	lead?	What	if	you	switched	places	with	your	teacher	for	a	day?	If	you	could	invent	a	new	holiday,	what	would	it	be?	Write	a	story	about	a	snowman	that	comes	to	life.	If	you	could	be	any	cartoon	character	for	a	day,	who	would	you	be	and	why?	What	would	happen	if	you	found	a
genie	lamp	with	three	wishes?	If	you	had	a	time	machine,	would	you	go	to	the	past	or	the	future?	Why?	Imagine	you	turned	into	your	favorite	animal	overnight.	What	happens	next?	Effective	Ways	to	Make	Writing	Fun	for	4th	Graders	Teaching	writing	to	4th	graders	can	be	fun,	interactive,	and	engaging	when	done	creatively.	Here	are	some	creative
ways	to	make	writing	fun	for	4th	graders	while	improving	their	skills.	How	to	make	writing	fun	for	4th	graders?	Download	these	tips	to	make	writing	exciting	and	enjoyable	for	your	4th-grade	students	while	helping	them	develop	essential	writing	skills!	Use	Visual	Writing	Prompts:	Children	are	naturally	drawn	to	pictures,	illustrations,	and	comics,
making	visual	prompts	a	great	way	to	inspire	creative	thinking.	Make	Writing	a	Game:	Gamifying	the	writing	process	increases	engagement	and	motivation	for	young	learners.	For	example,	play	“Pass	the	Story,”	where	each	student	adds	one	sentence	at	a	time.	Offer	Choice	in	Writing	Topics:	Giving	students	the	freedom	to	choose	their	own	topics
based	on	their	interests	increases	motivation.	Offer	Sentence	Starters	&	Word	Banks:	Some	students	struggle	with	getting	started.	Providing	sentence	starters	and	word	banks	helps	them	overcome	writer’s	block.	For	example,	sentence	starters	can	be	“One	day,	I	woke	up	and	discovered…”,	“If	I	could	have	one	superpower,	it	would	be…”	Incorporate
Writing	Prompts	Worksheets:	Using	structured	worksheets	helps	students	organize	their	thoughts	and	stay	focused	on	their	writing	goals.	Prompt-based	worksheets	guide	students	through	different	writing	styles	(narrative,	opinion,	descriptive).	Incorporate	Real-World	Writing:	Encourage	students	to	write	letters,	create	menus,	design
advertisements,	or	even	write	scripts	for	short	plays.	Real-world	applications	make	writing	meaningful.	Celebrate	Student	Writing:	Display	students’	work	on	a	“Writer’s	Wall”	in	the	classroom	or	publish	their	writing	in	a	class	magazine.	Acknowledging	their	efforts	boosts	confidence	and	motivation.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	1.	What	is	a	good	5-
minute	writing	prompt?	A	great	5-minute	writing	prompt	should	be	short,	engaging,	and	easy	to	start.	For	example,	“Write	about	the	best	thing	that	happened	to	you	today”	or	“If	you	could	have	any	superpower,	what	would	it	be?”	2.	What	is	creative	writing	for	Grade	4?	Creative	writing	for	4th	graders	encourages	imagination	and	storytelling.	It
includes	writing	fictional	stories,	poems,	and	personal	narratives	that	allow	students	to	think	creatively	and	develop	their	unique	voice.	3.	How	can	writing	prompts	help	improve	a	child’s	writing	skills?	Writing	prompts	provide	structure	and	inspiration,	helping	children	practice	different	genres,	enhance	creativity,	and	build	confidence	in	their	writing
abilities.	Final	Thoughts	Diverse	4th	grade	writing	prompts	are	essential	for	developing	writing	skills.	By	exploring	various	genres	and	topics,	students	can	express	themselves	creatively	and	build	confidence	in	their	abilities.	Whether	it’s	a	narrative	story,	an	opinion	essay,	or	a	fun	journal	entry,	every	writing	opportunity	strengthens	their	abilities.
For	additional	writing	practice,	visit	Worksheetzone	for	printable	and	interactive	worksheets	and	bring	creativity	to	your	classroom!	Struggling	to	keep	your	4th	graders	excited	about	writing?	These	writing	prompts	for	4th	grade	are	teacher-tested,	curriculum-aligned,	and	designed	to	turn	reluctant	writers	into	storytelling	pros!	Covering	a	variety	of
key	writing	styles—narrative,	opinion,	descriptive,	and	informative—this	list	ensures	that	every	student	finds	inspiration	to	express	their	thoughts	creatively.	Check	them	out	now	to	spark	creativity	and	boost	your	students’	writing	skills!	80	Writing	Prompts	for	4th	Grade	Below	are	different	categories	of	writing	prompts	tailored	for	young	learners.
From	hilarious	scenarios	to	thought-provoking	narratives,	this	list	covers	every	genre:	Journal	writing	prompts	Journaling	helps	students	reflect	on	their	daily	lives	and	emotions.	These	prompts	encourage	personal	expression.	Journal	writing	prompts	Download	our	Journal	Writing	Prompts	worksheet	to	encourage	daily	writing	habits!	What	was	the
best	part	of	your	day?	Why?	If	you	could	spend	a	day	anywhere	in	the	world,	where	would	it	be?	Write	about	a	time	you	felt	really	proud	of	yourself.	Describe	your	perfect	weekend.	What	is	your	biggest	dream,	and	how	will	you	achieve	it?	If	you	could	talk	to	your	future	self,	what	would	you	ask?	Write	about	a	time	you	faced	a	challenge	and	how	you
handled	it.	What	would	you	do	if	you	were	the	principal	of	your	school	for	a	day?	If	you	had	a	pet	dragon,	how	would	you	take	care	of	it?	What	is	something	new	you	want	to	learn	this	year?	Funny	writing	prompts	Laughter	boosts	creativity!	Try	these	silly	starters:	Funny	writing	prompts	Get	our	Funny	Writing	Prompts	worksheet	for	endless	fun
writing	ideas!	If	your	pet	could	talk,	what	would	it	say?	Write	a	funny	story	about	a	superhero	with	a	really	strange	power.	What	would	happen	if	you	woke	up	with	your	head	turned	backward?	If	you	could	invent	a	holiday,	what	would	it	be	called	and	how	would	people	celebrate	it?	Imagine	your	teacher	turned	into	a	student	for	a	day.	What	would
happen?	Describe	a	day	in	the	life	of	a	talking	banana.	What	if	the	school	cafeteria	only	served	desserts?	Create	a	conversation	between	two	animals	at	the	zoo.	What	would	you	do	if	you	accidentally	swapped	bodies	with	your	best	friend?	Write	a	funny	poem	about	a	clumsy	alien.	Opinion	writing	prompts	Develop	persuasive	skills	with	these	debate-
worthy	topics:	Opinion	writing	prompts	Download	our	Opinion	Writing	Prompts	worksheet	to	help	students	organize	their	arguments!	Should	students	have	longer	recess?	Why	or	why	not?	Is	it	better	to	read	books	or	watch	movies?	Defend	your	choice.	Should	animals	be	kept	in	zoos?	Explain.	Are	video	games	good	or	bad	for	kids?	Should	schools	ban
homework?	Is	it	important	to	learn	cursive	writing?	Which	makes	a	better	pet:	cats	or	dogs?	Should	kids	be	allowed	to	choose	their	own	bedtime?	Are	robots	helpful	or	harmful	to	society?	Is	it	better	to	give	or	receive	gifts?	Descriptive	writing	prompts	Descriptive	writing	helps	4th	graders	develop	their	ability	to	use	vivid	details	and	sensory	language.
These	prompts	encourage	students	to	paint	a	picture	with	words.	Descriptive	writing	prompts	Download	our	Descriptive	Writing	Prompts	worksheet	to	help	students	enhance	their	sensory	details	and	vivid	descriptions!	Describe	your	favorite	place	in	the	world.	What	do	you	see,	hear,	and	feel	when	you’re	there?	Write	about	your	dream	bedroom.
What	special	features	would	it	have?	Imagine	you	found	a	mysterious	door	in	the	forest.	What	does	it	look	like,	and	what	might	be	on	the	other	side?	Describe	the	most	delicious	meal	you’ve	ever	had.	Use	all	five	senses	in	your	description.	Write	about	a	stormy	night.	How	does	the	sky	look?	What	sounds	do	you	hear?	Describe	your	best	friend’s
personality	without	saying	their	name.	Imagine	you	woke	up	as	your	pet	for	a	day.	Describe	your	experience	from	their	perspective.	Think	about	your	favorite	season.	What	makes	it	special?	Describe	the	sights,	sounds,	and	smells.	Write	about	the	scariest	place	you’ve	ever	visited.	What	made	it	so	frightening?	Describe	a	time	you	felt	really	happy.
What	happened,	and	how	did	you	feel?	Narrative	writing	prompts	Narrative	writing	allows	students	to	create	engaging	stories	with	a	beginning,	middle,	and	end.	These	prompts	encourage	creativity	and	storytelling	skills.	Narrative	writing	prompts	Use	our	Narrative	Writing	Prompts	worksheet	to	help	students	organize	their	stories	with	a	clear
beginning,	middle,	and	end!	Write	about	a	time	you	faced	a	big	challenge.	How	did	you	overcome	it?	Imagine	you	were	given	a	magic	paintbrush	that	brings	drawings	to	life.	What	happens	next?	One	morning,	you	wake	up	with	the	ability	to	talk	to	animals.	Tell	the	story	of	your	day.	You	find	an	old	treasure	map	hidden	in	your	attic.	Describe	your
adventure	as	you	follow	it.	A	mysterious	new	student	joins	your	class,	but	something	seems	unusual	about	them.	Tell	their	story.	Write	a	story	about	a	kid	who	finds	a	secret	passage	in	their	school.	Where	does	it	lead?	You	wake	up	one	day	and	realize	you’re	invisible!	What	do	you	do?	Imagine	you	could	time-travel	for	one	day.	Where	and	when	would
you	go?	What	happens?	You	and	your	best	friend	get	locked	inside	a	museum	overnight.	What	do	you	discover?	One	day,	your	shadow	starts	acting	differently	than	you.	Write	a	story	about	what	happens	next.	Creative	writing	prompts	Creative	writing	encourages	imagination	and	thinking	outside	the	box.	These	prompts	help	students	explore	unique
ideas	and	stretch	their	creativity.	Creative	writing	prompts	Get	the	Creative	Writing	Prompts	Worksheet	to	inspire	students	to	think	outside	the	box	and	create	unique	stories!	Invent	a	new	planet.	What	creatures	live	there?	Write	a	poem	from	the	perspective	of	a	raindrop.	Design	a	superhero	whose	power	is	kindness.	Create	a	comic	about	a
skateboarding	penguin.	Rewrite	“Little	Red	Riding	Hood”	set	in	a	city.	Imagine	schools	teach	magic	spells.	What’s	your	first	lesson?	Write	a	dialogue	between	the	sun	and	moon.	You’re	a	detective	solving	the	Case	of	the	Missing	Pizza.	A	genie	grants	you	three	wishes—with	silly	consequences.	Invent	a	holiday	that	celebrates	your	favorite	hobby.	Story
starters	Kick	off	tales	with	these	opening	lines:	Story	starters	Download	the	Story	Starter	worksheet	to	give	students	an	exciting	first	sentence	to	begin	their	imaginative	stories!	Just	as	I	was	about	to	fall	asleep,	I	heard	a	whisper:	“Come	find	me.”	The	moment	I	opened	my	lunchbox,	I	knew	something	was	very	wrong.	As	I	walked	through	the	mirror,	I
realized	this	world	was	nothing	like	my	own.	The	spaceship	landed	in	my	backyard.	A	tiny	door	opened,	and	out	stepped…	I	found	a	message	in	a	bottle	floating	in	the	lake.	It	said,	“Help	me.”	The	old	book	in	the	library	had	my	name	on	the	cover.	I	opened	it	and	gasped.	The	roller	coaster	reached	the	top	of	the	hill	and	stopped.	Then,	something
unexpected	happened.	I	was	playing	a	video	game	when	suddenly,	I	got	pulled	inside	the	screen.	When	I	woke	up,	I	realized	I	had	switched	places	with	my	teacher.	I	heard	my	dog	talking	in	its	sleep.	When	I	woke	it	up,	it	spoke	to	me!	Informative	essay	writing	prompts	Informative	essays	help	4th	graders	practice	explaining	ideas	clearly	and	logically.
These	prompts	encourage	research,	organization,	and	factual	writing.	Informative	essay	writing	prompts	Download	the	Informative	Essay	Writing	Prompts	worksheet	to	inspire	4th	graders	to	write	clear	and	detailed	essays	with	confidence!	Explain	how	to	take	care	of	a	pet.	What	do	they	need	to	stay	healthy	and	happy?	What	are	the	three	most
important	qualities	of	a	good	friend?	Write	a	report	about	an	animal	of	your	choice.	Where	does	it	live,	and	what	makes	it	special?	How	does	the	water	cycle	work?	Explain	the	process	step	by	step.	What	are	the	benefits	of	recycling?	How	can	people	help	reduce	waste?	Describe	a	historical	event	that	changed	the	world.	Why	was	it	important?	Write
an	essay	about	your	favorite	hobby.	How	did	you	start,	and	why	do	you	enjoy	it?	What	is	your	dream	job?	Explain	what	it	involves	and	why	you	find	it	interesting.	Compare	and	contrast	two	different	types	of	transportation.	Which	one	is	better	and	why?	Explain	how	to	make	your	favorite	meal.	What	ingredients	and	steps	are	needed?	FAQs	1.	What
should	a	4th	grader	be	able	to	write?	By	4th	grade,	students	should	be	able	to:	Write	structured	paragraphs	with	a	clear	topic	sentence.	Develop	narratives	with	a	beginning,	middle,	and	end.	Use	descriptive	language	and	varied	sentence	structures.	Express	opinions	with	supporting	reasons.	Conduct	simple	research	and	write	informative	texts.	2.
How	do	you	write	ideas	for	4th	grade?	To	come	up	with	engaging	writing	ideas,	try:	Incorporate	real-life	experiences	and	personal	interests.	Use	fun	and	imaginative	scenarios.	Provide	prompts	that	encourage	critical	thinking.	Mix	different	writing	styles	(narrative,	descriptive,	opinion,	etc.).	Use	visual	aids	like	pictures	or	videos	for	inspiration.	Final
Thoughts	Writing	is	an	essential	skill	that	fosters	creativity,	critical	thinking,	and	communication.	These	writing	prompts	for	4th	grade	will	help	students	develop	confidence	in	expressing	their	ideas.	Try	them	out	in	your	classroom	and	watch	your	students’	writing	skills	flourish!	Don’t	forget	to	use	our	printable	worksheet	to	make	writing	an
enjoyable	daily	practice!	Related	posts	Fourth	grade	is	a	time	for	students	to	continue	to	hone	their	writing	chops	as	they	put	to	use	the	skills	they’ve	learned	and	gain	confidence	in	their	abilities.	All	writers	can	have	a	little	trouble	getting	started,	though,	which	is	why	you	need	this	big	collection	of	4th	grade	writing	prompts.	They	include	essay
writing	prompts,	creative	writing	story	starters,	journal	prompts,	and	much	more.	Sharpen	your	pencils	and	get	ready	to	write!	You	can	get	50	of	these	4th	grade	writing	prompts	in	a	free	Google	Slideshow	bundle!	They	make	it	easy	to	share	these	writing	ideas	with	your	students.	Grab	your	free	slideshow	bundle	by	filling	out	the	form	on	this	page.
4th	Grade	Story	Starters	Every	kid	is	a	natural	storyteller,	but	many	struggle	to	get	their	pencils	to	paper.	A	great	writing	activity	is	one	that	inspires	kids	to	write	down	their	big	and	wonderful	ideas—while	also	sneaking	in	essential	writing	practice!	Here	are	8	fun	writing	prompts,	games,	and	projects	to	help	kids	in	Grades	4-6	get	engaged	and
enthusiastic	about	writing.	1)	Alphabet	Autobiography	An	autobiography	tells	the	story	of	someone—and	that	someone	is	you!	An	alphabet	autobiography	is	a	unique	way	for	students	to	share	details	about	themselves.	Ask	students	to	write	the	letters	of	the	alphabet	on	the	left-side	of	their	page.	Then,	prompt	them	to	write	a	sentence	with	a	personal
detail	for	each	letter.	For	example:	•	A	is	for	apple	pie.	I	make	it	every	November	with	my	mom	for	Thanksgiving!	2)	Paired	Dialogue	Pair	up	students,	and	ask	them	to	share	a	piece	of	paper.	Give	each	pair	a	starting	line	of	dialogue.	One	student	writes	the	first	line	of	dialogue	and	passes	it	to	the	other	student.	The	other	student	writes	a	second	line
in	response,	and	then	returns	the	paper	to	the	first	student.	Students	can	only	“talk”	on	paper—not	out	loud!	At	the	end,	you	can	ask	them	to	read	their	dialogue	out	loud.	Some	starting	lines:	•	“Hold	on,	do	you	know	how	to	drive	this	thing?”•	“Wait,	what’s	that	in	your	bag?”	•	“Why	are	you	in	that	tree?”	3)	A	New	Point	of	View	Ask	kids	to	choose	an
inanimate	object	and	imagine	the	world	from	that	object’s	perspective.	Give	your	students	the	title,	“Life	as	a	_____.”	Some	fun	objects	to	write	about	include	refrigerators,	toasters,	pencils,	windows,	and	chairs…	or	anything	that	inspires	kids	to	see	the	world	through	different	“eyes.”	4)	Restaurant	Reviews	Writing	that’s	applicable	to	real	life	can
encourage	reluctant	writers	to	pick	up	their	pens.	Ask	your	students	to	write	a	review	of	their	favorite	restaurant.	Use	these	questions	to	get	them	started:	•	What	did	they	eat?•	What	did	they	like?•	What	didn’t	they	like?•	How	did	the	restaurant	feel?	Learn	more	about	our	real-world	writing	activities	here.	5)	Nature	Notes	Go	on	a	walk	in	nature	and
compile	“Nature	Notes.”	Encourage	students	to	notice	details	around	them	using	their	five	senses.	Try	using	questions	from	the	5-4-3-2-1	grounding	exercise:	•	What	are	five	things	I	SEE?•	What	are	four	things	I	HEAR?•	What	are	three	things	I	can	TOUCH?•	What	are	two	things	I	SMELL?•	What	is	one	thing	I	TASTE?	6)	Letters	to	Your	Future	Self
Ask	students	to	write	to	themselves	in	the	future.	Seal	up	their	notes,	and	then	return	their	letters	to	them	at	the	end	of	the	school	year.	Ask	them	to	answer:	•	What	are	you	grateful	for	right	now?•	What	are	you	excited	about?•	What	do	you	think	will	change	this	year?•	Write	three	predictions.	7)	Local	Hero	Biographies	8)	How-To	Directions
Everyone	likes	to	give	directions	about	their	favorite	activities!	Ask	students	to	write	“how-to”	paragraphs	about:	•	How	to	Clean	a	Room•	How	to	Clean	a	Pet’s	Cage•	How	to	Make	an	Ice-Cream	Sundae•	How	to	Eat	a	Potato•	How	to	Make	a	Friend•	How	to	Grow	a	Garden•	How	to	Tell	a	Joke	Download	our	free	printables	to	help	your	students	write
a	“how-to”	paragraph.	Most	of	the	time,	kids	just	need	a	starting	point	to	get	into	the	writing	spirit.	If	you	can	engage	your	kids	in	a	writing	activity	or	project	that	lights	up	their	imagination,	their	pencils	are	guaranteed	to	dance	across	their	page.	Want	more	writing	activities?	Writing	Fabulous	Sentences	&	Paragraphs,	Grades	4-6	features	lively,
creative,	and	scaffolded	lessons	to	help	young	students	become	strong	and	confident	authors.	Monika	Davies	is	a	freelance	author	of	over	60	books	for	kids	and	a	writing	workshop	facilitator	for	adult-sized	writers.	She’s	passionate	about	writing	and	creating	learning	material	that	is	playful,	informative,	and	sparks	curiosity	for	all	readers.	Like
playing	pretend,	creative	writing	is	the	art	of	creating	something	from	nothing.	Creative	writing	is	painting	with	any	brush	and	any	palette	you	like.	It’s	writing	music	without	being	restricted	to	using	traditional	instruments.	As	beloved	children’s	author	C.S.	Lewis	once	said,	“you	can	make	anything	by	writing.”	The	key	to	teaching	4th	grade	creative
writing	is	coming	up	with	enrichment	activities	that	encourage	your	students	to	fully	explore	the	“creative”	side	of	the	equation.	It’s	all	about	going	beyond	the	simple	understanding	of	writing	and	its	mechanics	in	order	to	discover	and	play	with	new	ways	of	using	them	to	create	something	totally	unique.	Recommended	Read	4th	Grade	Narrative
Writing	Prompts:	Helping	Others	Activity	#1:	Silly	Simile	Grab	Bags	This	enrichment	activity	puts	the	fun	back	into	the	fundamentals	of	creative	writing	by	bringing	out	your	students’	silly	sides.	Have	each	of	your	students	come	up	with	a	single	simile	using	the	framed	sentence	“a	[noun]	as	[adjective]	as	a	[noun].”	Then,	provide	them	each	with	three
index	cards.	On	the	backs	of	two	of	the	cards,	have	them	write	“noun.”	On	the	third	card,	have	them	write	“adjective.”	On	the	opposite	sides	of	the	cards,	ask	them	to	write	the	adjective	and	nouns	from	their	simile.	For	instance,	the	simile	“a	dog	as	clever	as	a	fox”	would	generate	a	noun	card	for	“dog,”	an	adjective	card	for	“clever,”	and	a	noun	card
for	“fox.”	Have	all	of	your	students	place	their	noun	cards	in	one	large	bag	and	their	adjectives	in	another.	Mix	them	up	well!	Then,	have	each	student	choose	two	noun	cards	and	one	adjective	at	random	and	use	them	to	create	a	new	simile.	Chances	are	there	will	be	more	than	one	strange	comparison	as	a	result!	Be	sure	to	have	your	students	share
their	new	similes	with	the	class	and	talk	about	how	each	one	could	actually	make	sense	if	you	look	at	it	the	right	way.	Even	the	weirdest	similes	can	be	made	to	work	with	a	little	creativity!	Activity	#2:	Collaborative	Blackout	Poetry	This	enrichment	activity	introduces	a	little	creative	collaboration	to	the	writing	process.	Start	by	having	your	students
brainstorm	together	as	a	class	to	develop	a	theme	to	write	about.	Ask	them	to	each	write	a	one-page	short	story	on	that	theme.	Then,	ask	them	to	make	clean	copies	(type	them	up	and	print	them	out	if	possible!)	and	trade	their	stories	with	a	fellow	classmate.	Finally,	walk	them	through	the	process	of	creating	blackout	poetry,	using	their	partner’s
short	story	as	the	canvas	for	their	work!	Ask	your	students	to	decorate	the	margins	of	their	stories	and	poems	with	doodles	and	colorful	designs.	Then,	collect	their	writings	and	publish	the	original	stories	alongside	the	poems	in	a	creative	and	memorable	classbook	that	showcases	the	power	of	collaboration	and	the	written	word!	Recommended	Read
2nd	Grade	Writing:	An	Introduction	to	Poetry	Activity	#3:	Character	Creation	If	you	or	your	students	happen	to	be	fans	of	games	like	Dungeons	&	Dragons	or	The	Elder	Scrolls,	you’re	in	for	a	treat	with	this	creative	writing	activity.	Begin	by	creating	or	finding	and	downloading	a	free	copy	of	a	generic	character-building	worksheet.	Ideally,	this	will
include	items	like	the	character’s	name,	where	they	are	from,	their	age,	their	occupation,	their	gender,	et	cetera.	Divide	your	students	into	pairs	or	groups	and	have	them	work	together	using	the	worksheet	to	create	an	original	fictional	character.	Once	the	characters	are	complete,	ask	each	team	to	share	theirs	with	the	class.	Have	your	students	take
notes	or	make	copies	to	share.	When	every	character	has	been	introduced,	ask	your	students	to	each	write	their	own	individual	short	stories	about	how	all	of	these	characters	wound	up	in	the	same	place.	It’s	an	excellent	exercise	in	both	character	and	plot	development,	and	of	course,	it’s	super	fun!	You	can	even	join	in	the	good	times	and	create	a
character	of	your	own	to	use	as	an	example	for	the	class!	While	each	group	will	work	together	to	fill	out	the	character-building	sheet,	ask	each	student	to	draw	their	own	individual	interpretation	of	what	they	believe	the	character	looks	like.	They	must	follow	what’s	on	the	sheet,	but	they	have	complete	creative	license	beyond	that.	The	only	other	rule
is	that	they	cannot	share	their	drawings	with	the	rest	of	their	team	until	everyone	is	done.	Once	they	are	finished,	have	your	students	share	their	drawings.	Use	the	results	to	fuel	a	discussion	about	how	differently	people	can	interpret	the	same	character	or	story,	no	matter	how	clearly	you	think	you’ve	explained	it.	Finally,	publish	their	stories	and
illustrations	into	a	beautiful	full-color	classbook	that	will	do	their	creativity	justice.	Valerie	McClintick2025-03-12T15:33:26-07:00	Free	printable	4th	grade	writing	worksheets	and	teaching	printables.	Free	printable	fourth	grade	writing	prompts	for	an	entire	year!	Covering	persuasive	and	opinion	writing	as	well	as	narrative,	descriptive,	creative,	and
more!	An	entire	year	of	standards-based	writing	prompts	for	4th	grade	journal	responses.	Add	a	little	fun	and	flair	to	your	4th	grade	writing	assignments	with	our	free	printable	comic	book	strip	templates.	Find	a	variety	of	templates	with	and	without	text	blocks	for	students	to	draw	a	write	their	own	comic.	These	are	great	for	historical	retellings,
science	experiments,	and	more!	Fourth	grade	students	can	build	important	writing	organization	skills	with	our	free	printable	graphic	organizers.	You’ll	find	differentiated	learning	materials	covering	venn	diagrams,	compare	and	contrast,	mind	mapping,	story	sequencing,	brainstorming	webs,	main	idea,	character	analysis,	and	more.


