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A medical examiner (often also referred to as a forensic medical examiner) is a medical doctor who is responsible for examining bodies post mortem to determine the cause of death. These professionals are trained forensic pathologists who are called upon to investigate all deaths that may affect the public interest. As such, they must determine the
cause, the manner of death, and the circumstances surrounding the death of an individual.Because medical examiners are forensic pathologists, they are skilled and trained to study the tissues, organs, cells, and bodily fluids of the deceased and evaluate the gathered data to determine the cause of death. Medical examiners may also assist in violent
crime examinations, such as rape examinations, even if the crime didn’t end in death, as they often have expertise in such areas as DNA and blood analyses.Although much of a medical examiner’s job is performed in the laboratory, these professionals may also visit the crime scene and testify to their findings in court. Medical examiners also study
trends and compile reports regarding their investigations.What is Forensic Pathology?Medical examiners are pathologists, physicians trained in the medical specialty of pathology, a branch of medicine that deals with the diagnosis of disease and causes of death through laboratory examination.Forensic pathologists have specialized knowledge in
forensics, which involves the examination of persons who die unexpected, violent, or sudden deaths. As such, the forensic pathologist is an expert in determining the cause and manner of death.Forensic pathologist jobs involve being specially trained to:Perform autopsiesEvaluate historical and law-enforcement investigative informationCollect medical
evidenceDocument sexual assaultReconstruct a cause of deathIn addition to traditional medical training, forensic pathologists are also trained in the areas of toxicology, wound ballistics, trace evidence, DNA technology, and forensic serology.Medical Examiners vs. CoronersThe titles medical examiner and coroner are often interchanged; however,
they are two distinctly different professions. Medical examiners and coroners have different training, different job responsibilities, and different employment avenues.For example, coroners are elected officials who may or may not have medical training, while medical examiners possess well-defined medical backgrounds. Coroners have the authority
to convene a court to determine a cause of death, and they often call on medical examiners to complete the post-mortem examinations.Many medical examiners work in the government sectors, where they are usually appointed, while others work for hospitals and medical schools. Coroners generally work for law enforcement agencies on a contract
basis.The Job of a Medical ExaminerMedical examiners, during an autopsy, must accomplish a number of goals through keen observation. Through an extensive, post-mortem examination, medical examiners meticulously search for clues, both through an internal investigation and through an investigation of the body’s surface, and record all obtained
information.Fluids, tissues and other samples are removed and examined through microscopic work, while other samples are biopsied. Through the analysis of acquired data, medical examiners are often able to determine an individual’s cause of death.The job of a medical examiner includes:Investigating sudden and unnatural deathsPerforming
forensic medicine and pathology consultationsCounseling families regarding the manners and causes of deathTestifying in courts regarding autopsies and the results of the autopsiesConducting physical examinations and laboratory tests resulting from court or district attorney requestsConducting inquests and serving subpoenas for
witnessesEducation and Licensure Requirements for Medical ExaminersMedical examiners, because they are medical doctors, must meet a specific set of professional standards and competencies and must be licensed to practice. According to the Department of Labor, medical examiners must:Graduate from an accredited college or university with a
bachelor’s degree in one of the sciences, while focusing their curriculum on such areas as anatomy, cell biology and statisticsGraduate from an accredited medical schoolPass the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT)Complete a course of graduate medical education in pathologic forensic training. This often includes training in anatomic and
clinical pathology (usually 4 or 5 years), followed a residency in anatomic pathology or fellowship in forensic pathology (usually 1 year).Pass an examination and receive certification in anatomic pathology and forensic pathology through the American Board of Pathology (or anatomic pathology, clinical pathology, and forensic pathology)Medical
examiners often achieve employment through an appointment by a chief medical examiner, and they may be nominated by a local medical society.Salary Statistics for Medical ExaminersAlthough there are no readily available statistics for medical examiners available, salary ranges for these medical professionals can be found by reviewing recent job
listings:Virginia: $75,387-$154,719Georgia: $139,230-$162,792California (San Francisco, Assistant Medical Examiner): $185,848-$261,534Nevada (Las Vegas): $119,870-$185,785New York: $147,857Texas: $174,627 Back to Top In the intricate world of criminal investigations, the role of forensic medical examiners has never been more critical.
As legal landscapes evolve, the demand for experts who can meticulously analyze, interpret, and present medical findings in the context of legal proceedings heightens. But let’s delve deeper: What's really expected from a forensic medical examiner? Whether you are: A job seeker looking to understand the core of this role, A hiring manager defining
the ideal candidate, Or simply fascinated by the realm of forensic medicine, You're in the right place. Today, we introduce a customizable forensic medical examiner job description template, designed for seamless posting on job boards or career sites. Let’s dive right into it. Forensic Medical Examiner Duties and Responsibilities Forensic Medical
Examiners, also known as Forensic Pathologists, are specialized medical doctors who investigate and determine the cause, time, and manner of death in situations where death was sudden, unexpected, or involved violence. They often work closely with law enforcement and legal professionals. Their duties and responsibilities include: Conducting
autopsies and post-mortem examinations to determine the cause and manner of death Collecting and analyzing tissue samples, bodily fluids, and other forensic evidence Interpreting laboratory findings and toxicology results Documenting findings clearly and accurately in a detailed report Testifying as an expert witness in court cases and depositions
Collaborating with law enforcement officials, coroners, and other professionals in death investigations Keeping up-to-date with advancements in forensic science and pathology Adhering to professional standards, laws, and regulations in forensic medicine Providing consultation to medical and legal professionals Forensic Medical Examiner Job
Description Template Job Brief We are seeking a meticulous and dedicated Forensic Medical Examiner to join our dynamic team. Your primary responsibility will be performing autopsies and post-mortem examinations to determine the cause and manner of death. As a Forensic Medical Examiner, you will also be required to testify in court as an
expert witness, providing detailed explanations of your findings. You should have a thorough understanding of medical pathology, forensic science, and legal procedures. Responsibilities Conducting autopsies and post-mortem examinations to determine cause of death Collecting and preserving forensic evidence for further analysis Documenting
findings accurately and maintaining case records Testifying in court as an expert witness Collaborating with law enforcement and legal teams Providing consultation to pathologists and other medical professionals Staying updated on latest advancements and techniques in forensic pathology Adhering to professional, ethical, and legal standards
Qualifications Medical Degree and board certification in Forensic Pathology State medical license Proven experience as a Forensic Medical Examiner or similar role Strong understanding of medical pathology and forensic science Excellent analytical and problem-solving skills Exceptional communication and presentation skills Ability to work under
pressure and handle sensitive situations professionally Benefits 401(k) Health insurance Dental insurance Retirement plan Paid time off Continuing education opportunities Additional Information Job Title: Forensic Medical Examiner Work Environment: This role will involve working in a morgue or medical examiner’s office, and may include on-call or
irregular hours. Reporting Structure: Reports to the Chief Medical Examiner. Salary: Salary is based upon candidate experience and qualifications, as well as market and business considerations. Pay Range: $150,000 minimum to $250,000 maximum Location: [City, State] (specify the location or indicate if remote) Employment Type: Full-time Equal
Opportunity Statement: We are an equal opportunity employer and value diversity at our company. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, marital status, veteran status, or disability status. Application Instructions: Please submit your resume, a cover letter outlining your
qualifications and experience, and any relevant certifications or licensure to [email address or application portal]. What Does a Forensic Medical Examiner Do? Forensic Medical Examiners, also known as Forensic Pathologists, work primarily in the field of criminal justice and law enforcement. They are medical doctors who specialize in the study of
diseases and injuries in the deceased. They perform autopsies to determine the cause and manner of death, particularly in cases where the death is sudden, unexpected, or linked to a crime. Forensic Medical Examiners collect and analyze biological specimens, such as blood and tissue samples, to uncover signs of disease, poison, or trauma. They also
examine the deceased for signs of violence, such as gunshot wounds, stabbings, or signs of strangulation. They work closely with crime scene investigators, law enforcement officials, and legal professionals, providing expert testimony in court about their findings and their potential implications in a criminal case. In addition to these duties, Forensic
Medical Examiners are often responsible for documenting their findings in detailed reports, discussing these findings with bereaved family members, and advising on matters of public health and safety. Forensic Medical Examiner Qualifications and Skills A Forensic Medical Examiner should possess a unique blend of skills and qualifications to
effectively analyze medical evidence and perform autopsies. These include: A comprehensive understanding of medical and forensic sciences to determine the cause of death and conduct post-mortem examinations. Excellent attention to detail in order to collect and analyze all relevant data and information from the examinations. Strong problem-
solving skills for identifying and interpreting complex medical situations and evidence. Excellent communication skills to clearly convey findings in written reports and, when necessary, in court testimonies. Interpersonal skills to interact with grieving family members, law enforcement personnel, and other professionals involved in a case. An ability to
work under pressure and handle stress, given the nature of the job which often involves dealing with distressing situations. Strong understanding of legal and ethical standards related to the handling and examination of deceased bodies. Physical stamina as the job often requires standing for long periods during autopsies and examinations. Forensic
Medical Examiner Experience Requirements Forensic Medical Examiners are required to have extensive medical training and experience. This typically starts with a bachelor’s degree in a field such as biology or chemistry, followed by four years of medical school to become a Doctor of Medicine (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathy (DO). After medical
school, prospective Forensic Medical Examiners are required to complete a residency program in a field like pathology or anatomical pathology. This experience typically lasts between 3 to 5 years, during which they gain practical experience in diagnosing diseases by examining body fluids, tissues, and organs. Upon completion of the residency, they
often undergo 1 to 2 years of fellowship training specifically in forensic pathology, where they gain practical experience in performing autopsies and determining cause of death. Once all education and training are completed, Forensic Medical Examiners are required to pass the board certification exams from the American Board of Pathology or the
American Osteopathic Board of Pathology to become certified forensic pathologists. Further, they may gain more experience by working in a medical examiner’s office, a coroner’s office, or in a hospital setting, performing autopsies and working closely with law enforcement. Those with more than 5 years of experience in the field of forensic
pathology may be ready for leadership positions or may be considered experts in their field. They could be called upon to provide expert testimony in court cases or to lead a team of investigators in high-profile cases. Forensic Medical Examiner Education and Training Requirements Forensic Medical Examiners, also known as Forensic Pathologists,
typically require a medical degree, which starts with a bachelor’s degree in a science-related field and then proceeding to medical school. After obtaining a medical degree, they need to complete a residency in pathology, typically lasting between three and four years. This program provides in-depth knowledge in the detection and diagnosis of
diseases in humans. Subsequently, they must undergo a fellowship in forensic pathology that lasts for one or two years. This fellowship provides specialized training in determining the cause and manner of death through examination of the deceased. Forensic Medical Examiners need to be board-certified by passing the American Board of Pathology
examinations in both Anatomic Pathology and Forensic Pathology. Continuous education is required to maintain the certification, which involves staying up-to-date with the latest advancements and techniques in forensic pathology. While not necessary, acquiring skills in areas such as toxicology, DNA technology, and firearms can enhance their
ability to perform their duties effectively. To complement their technical knowledge, Forensic Medical Examiners should also develop good communication skills, as they often need to explain their findings to non-medical personnel, such as law enforcement or legal professionals, and occasionally testify in court. Forensic Medical Examiner Salary
Expectations A Forensic Medical Examiner earns an average salary of $105,000 (USD) per year. The salary can vary greatly depending on the level of experience, specialty training, geographical location, and the complexity of the job. Forensic Medical Examiner Job Description FAQs What are the educational qualifications required for a Forensic
Medical Examiner? Forensic Medical Examiners are required to have a Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree. Following that, they must complete a residency in forensic, anatomical, or clinical pathology, which typically lasts 3 to 4 years. To enhance their expertise, they may also go for a fellowship in forensic pathology. Lastly, they need to obtain the
necessary state licensure to practice medicine. What skills are essential for a Forensic Medical Examiner? Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are paramount for Forensic Medical Examiners as they need to interpret complex medical and legal information. Attention to detail and observational skills are also important as they examine bodies for
minute details. They should also have excellent communication skills for accurately presenting findings in written reports or when testifying in court. What does a typical day of a Forensic Medical Examiner look like? A typical day for a Forensic Medical Examiner involves conducting autopsies to determine the cause and manner of death. They may
also collect and analyze medical and legal evidence, and prepare comprehensive reports of their findings. They may need to testify in court regarding their findings, and they often collaborate with law enforcement and legal personnel. What qualities make a good Forensic Medical Examiner? A good Forensic Medical Examiner is precise, methodical,
and meticulous in their work. They must possess a strong sense of ethics and integrity as they are often involved in sensitive and high-profile cases. They should also be emotionally resilient and professional, given the nature of their work. Is it challenging to recruit a Forensic Medical Examiner? Yes, hiring a Forensic Medical Examiner can be a
difficult task due to the high degree of specialization and the level of experience and education required. It is essential to attract the right candidates by offering competitive salaries and opportunities for professional growth. Conclusion Well, there you have it. Today, we’ve shed light on the intricate world of a forensic medical examiner. And guess
what? It’s not just about solving crimes. It’s about applying medical knowledge to the field of law and justice, one case at a time. With our comprehensive forensic medical examiner job description template and insightful examples, you’'re all set to venture into this intriguing field. But why stop there? Probe further with our job description generator.
It’s your pathway to creating precise job listings or refining your CV to perfection. Remember: Each case you examine is part of a larger quest for justice. Let’s uncover the truth. Together. How to Become a Forensic Medical Examiner (Complete Guide) Workplace Wonders: The Strangest Jobs on the Planet Keeping Cool: Careers That Cut Down on
the Chaos Al's Workforce Wave: Professions Poised for Change Facing Financial Challenges: The Truth About the Lowest Paying Jobs Since 9 September 2024, all deaths in any health setting that are not investigated by a coroner will be reviewed by NHS medical examiners. The changes form part of the Department of Health and Social Care’s Death
Certification Reforms. The Death Certification Reforms introduced a new medical certificate of cause of death (MCCD). Medical practitioners are now able to complete an MCCD if they attended the deceased in their lifetime. This represents a simplification of previous rules when cases had to be referred to a coroner if the medical practitioner had not
seen the patient within the 28 days prior to death or had not seen in person the patient after death. What this means for healthcare providers As all deaths in England and Wales not investigated by a coroner must be independently reviewed by a medical examiner, all healthcare providers including GP practices and independent healthcare providers
employing medical practitioners who complete MCCDs must work with an NHS medical examiner office. Medical examiners can offer support with complex cases, administrative elements of notifications to coroners where agreed, and reduced administration. Implementing medical examiners does not introduce any new requirement to view the body.
There is no need for a verbal discussion between GPs or doctors completing MCCDs and the medical examiner. In most cases medical examiners only need access to relevant parts of the record (or a summary) and last entry. The National Medical Examiner encourages medical examiners to adopt a constructive and developmental approach, respectful
of the professional status of clinical colleagues. Find out more about the role of medical examiners. The following podcasts are available on the NHS England Soundcloud channel: Background to the medical examiner system Acute trusts in England and local health boards in Wales were asked to set up medical examiner offices to initially focus on the
certification of all deaths that occur in their own organisation on a non-statutory basis. In June 2021, NHS England sent a system wide letter setting out what local health systems needed to do to extend the role of these offices to include all non-coronial deaths, wherever they occur. In December 2023, the Department of Health and Social Care
(DHSC) published draft regulations, and in April 2024 the government announced the Death Certification Reforms would come into force on 9 September 2024. The new government confirmed the start date in July 2024. The lead college for medical examiners is the Royal College of Pathologists (RCPath). They provide information about medical
examiners and host events including annual conferences. Medical examiner training Medical examiner training involves the completion of 24 core e-learning modules, followed by attendance at a face-to-face training day. Visit the RCPath website for more information about: The Royal College of Pathologists also publishes the National Medical
Examiner’s Good Practice Series, topical papers providing summaries of good practice for medical examiners. Appraisal and revalidation The Royal College of Pathologists has published supporting information for appraisal and revalidation, including specialty specific information for medical examiners. Regional support Each NHS region has a
regional medical examiner and regional medical examiner officer to support medical examiner offices. View regional contact details. A medical examiner (ME), also commonly referred to as a forensic medical examiner, is usually an appointed position filled by a professional with special training in human pathology. People in this role are often called
upon to perform post-mortem examinations in instances of unnatural deaths. According to Wikipedia, the types of deaths that commonly require intervention by a medical examiner include: Violent Suspicious Sudden Unexpected Inmates incarcerated in a public prison Persons in custody of law enforcement Those where no attending physician is
present Those immediately following some type of medical procedure Those where neglect is suspected In the United States, death investigations typically follow either a medical examiner system or a coroner system. While some jurisdictions use a combined system. The University of New Mexico Office of the Medical Investigator reports that 23 U.S.
states have medical examiner systems, while another 18 have combined systems (ME and coroner), leaving only nine states with coroner-only systems. While the roles are sometimes confused because of their overlapping duties, medical examiners are not the same as coroners. Coroners are usually elected or appointed government officials who may
or may not have medical training. Some are attorneys, and many are people with no special education or training in any relevant discipline. Duties and qualifications vary widely by state and/or county, but coroners are almost always responsible for ordering death investigations and determining manner, cause, and time of death. Some coroners do not
perform autopsies themselves but instead work with certified forensic pathologists who do the exams and file reports with their findings. Medical examiners, on the other hand, are usually medical professionals, many with extra training specific to forensic pathology (forensic pathologists). Most U.S. jurisdictions require MEs to hold a medical degree,
but there are exceptions. For example, certain counties in Wisconsin waive the educational and training requirements for this office. Medical examiners can also order autopsies, and it is common that they perform the procedures themselves. What Do Medical Examiners Do? A medical examiner’s role covers a wide variety of responsibilities, which
vary by jurisdiction. Some duties are direct applications of their medical training, such as performing post-mortem examinations to determine how a person died. Other duties require medical examiners to use their experience and expertise to provide support for law enforcement investigations and/or judicial proceedings in cases of crimes that result
in the death of a person or persons. A typical day in the life of a medical examiner may include one or more of the following activities: Inspecting organs, tissues, and bodily fluids Collecting evidence, including DNA samples, in cases where foul play is suspected Studying toxicology Looking for signs of trauma to determine manner and cause of death
Filing reports, issuing death certificates, and keeping records up to date Confirming identities for unknown deceased persons Providing crime scene investigation support Testifying in court as an expert witness The role of medical examiners—particularly those with specialized training in forensic pathology—in the civil and criminal justice systems is
critical. When authorities are investigating a possible criminal offense, particularly a homicide, the evidence a medical examiner collects can provide new leads for detectives or help focus investigations toward a specific suspect based on DNA left on the body of the victim. Even more fundamental, the final determination of the manner and cause of
death provided by a medical examiner’s report frequently dictates whether or not a criminal prosecution can be pursued in the first place. How Much Do Medical Examiners Make? With such a wide range of required qualifications and responsibilities for medical examiners, compensation in the field varies considerably by location, experience, and
specialized training. In Indiana, for example, the average medical examiner’s salary is $110,279, with a range from $87,174 to $139,697, according to salary.com. By contrast, forensic pathologists (medical examiners with additional training) make an average salary between $105,000 and $500,000 according to ExploreHealthCareers.org. Because
most medical examiners are physicians, average salaries for doctors are also relevant when trying to determine the estimated pay for a medical examiner or forensic pathologist. Doximity’s 2021 Physician Compensation Report shows that Charlotte, North Carolina; St. Louis, Missouri; and Buffalo, New York, are the three highest-paying metro areas
for physicians overall. Conversely, the three lowest-paying metro areas for physicians include Baltimore, Maryland; Providence, Rhode Island; and San Antonio, Texas. According to the same report, the average salary for physicians working in a government setting in 2021 was $264,546. A 2020 report by Doximity showed the pathology specialty had
an average compensation of $340,873. In addition to location, experience, and job responsibilities, medical examiner salaries may also be affected by the current workforce shortage of forensic pathologist professionals. According to research conducted by Victor W. Weedn, MD, JD, and M.]. Menendez, ]JD, and published by the National Association of
Medical Examiners, reduced funding for autopsies has drastically reduced the performance of autopsies in hospitals and other settings, which has contributed to a reduction in interest from medical residents to go into the forensic pathology specialty. With a supply of these specialized physicians dwindling, those with forensic pathology training may
be able to command higher salaries in roles that still perform autopsies, such as for death investigations ordered by medical examiners and coroners. How Do You Become a Medical Examiner? The path to becoming a medical examiner is long and challenging, but the rewards of doing interesting, meaningful work can make the journey worth it. It
should be noted that even though medical examiners often gain satisfaction from providing such an important public service, the physical and psychological demands of the job can create stress that should be carefully monitored and managed. As outlined by ForensicsColleges.com, to be eligible for most medical examiner posts, several qualifications
are required: High school diploma or GED (4 years) Undergraduate degree (4 years) Medical degree (MD or DO) (4 years) Medical license (requires passing a series of medical board exams) (2+ years) Residency completion (3 years) Medical examiner fellowship (1 year) Professional networking (variable timeline) For many, medical school alone is
daunting enough to discourage them from pursuing a career as a medical examiner or forensic pathologist. But for those with the drive, discipline, and determination, becoming a medical examiner is well within reach. Those considering this line of work should objectively assess their tolerance for the heavy, potentially gruesome, and often disturbing
subject matter. Performing autopsies and contemplating causes of death—sometimes tied to violent crimes—are not for everyone. An interesting facet of becoming a medical examiner is the need for excellent communication and networking skills. While it may not seem like working primarily with corpses would require someone to be a good
conversationalist, the ability to make close contacts with influential people greatly improves a person’s chances of being appointed to a medical examiner position. It’s not enough to be capable and well educated—to get the job, you also need to be capable of developing relationships with those who make the appointment decisions. Short of becoming
fully certified and appointed medical examiners, people with lower-level education who have an interest in forensics can take advantage of adjacent opportunities to get involved. With a Bachelor’s degree, you can consider becoming a forensic autopsy technician or even a coroner, which does not usually require advanced degrees or specialized
medical training. With a Master’s degree, someone could seek out positions in a medical examiner’s office or pathology lab, among other options. Top Medical Examiner Schools For those interested in pursuing the education needed to become a medical examiner or forensic pathologist, there are several schools with specialty fellowship and training
programs. A list published by Best Accredited Colleges highlights the top options: University of Colorado in Denver, one-year fellowship in forensic pathology with the Denver medical examiner University of Alabama at Birmingham, one-year forensic pathology fellowship with the Jefferson County medical examiner Emory University in Atlanta, one-
year fellowship with rotations in the Georgia Division of Forensic Sciences Crime Lab University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, one-year fellowship program with hands-on autopsy case management University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, one-year fellowship program with exposure to courtroom testimony Wake Forest University, one-
year fellowship with attendance at the American Academy of Forensic Sciences’ annual meeting In addition, the National Association of Medical Examiners maintains a database of active forensic pathology training programs across the country. After completing the educational requirements, aspiring medical examiners may opt for additional
certification to strengthen their chances of receiving an appointment for an open position. The American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators (ABMDI) offers certification for professional forensic medical examiners, and the American Board of Pathology offers board certification in forensic pathology. Famous Medical Examiners and Their Most
Memorable Cases Those who work as medical examiners long enough are bound to encounter some particularly difficult, controversial, and/or memorable cases, particularly those that involve violent crimes or contentious prosecutions. In the true crime community, there are even a few “celebrity” medical examiners who have been involved in some of
the country’s most well-known cases. Thomas Noguchi, known as the “coroner to the stars,” previously served as the Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner for the County of Los Angeles in California. During his tenure, he performed autopsies on several celebrities, including Marilyn Monroe, Robert F. Kennedy, Janis Joplin, and Natalie Wood, among many
more. His career was bumpy, with multiple removals from his role as medical examiner for questionable judgment and management practices. His determination of Natalie Wood’s manner of death as an accident was later changed by the medical examiner that succeeded him. Michael Baden, a controversial figure in the forensic pathology community,
formerly served as the Chief Medical Examiner of the City of New York. The most famous cases he has been involved with include the assassination of John F. Kennedy, the murder trial of O.]. Simpson, and the recent murder of George Floyd. Baden’s autopsy results are infamous for often contradicting the conclusions of other officials investigating
the cases. Henry Lee, a world-renowned lecturer, professor, and forensic consultant, does not serve in a traditional medical examiner role. Instead, he has used his forensic science background and education to assist law enforcement as an advisor, expert witness, and Director of Connecticut State Police’s Forensic Laboratory. Lee has provided his
insight on the high-profile murder cases of JonBenét Ramsey, Laci Peterson, and the murder trial of Casey Anthony, among others. Medical examiner work is not easy, but it is important, and the shortage of professionals specializing in forensic pathology and seeking government appointments as medical examiners is an alarming reality that needs
immediate intervention. Whether dealing with cases that are famous or not, the criminal justice system relies on the work of medical examiners and forensic pathologists to decipher the circumstances surrounding unnatural deaths. Especially for cases that don’t receive a lot of media attention, the manner and cause of death determinations made by
medical examiners may be the keys to obtaining justice for victims and answers for their families and loved ones. To learn more about what it takes to become a medical examiner or how to get involved in the community, visit the National Association of Medical Examiners; or if you're interested in other career paths that might lead you to help solve
cold cases check out: What'’s it Like to Have That Job: Forensic Genealogist, What's it Like to Have That Job: Sketch Artist, What’s it Like to Have That Job: Notary Public, or What'’s it Like to Have That Job: Coroner. Considering a career in forensic pathology? Here’s what you need to know about becoming an assistant medical examiner. Checkout this
video: What is an Assistant Medical Examiner? An assistant medical examiner is a medically trained professional who assists in the investigation of sudden, unexpected, or violent deaths. They are involved in autopsy procedures and often work with law enforcement to help determine the cause and manner of death. Assistant medical examiners must
have a strong understanding of human anatomy and physiology, as well as forensics and investigative techniques. Many have completed a residency in pathology or another medical specialty. Some states require certification by the American Board of Pathology or the National Association of Medical Examiners. What are the requirements to become
an Assistant Medical Examiner? The requirements to become an Assistant Medical Examiner vary by state, but generally include a combination of education, training, and experience. Most states require a medical degree from an accredited institution, plus completion of a forensic pathology residency. Some states also require board certification in
forensic pathology. In addition, many states require Assistant Medical Examiners to complete continuing education courses on a regular basis. What are the duties of an Assistant Medical Examiner? An assistant medical examiner is responsible for performing autopsies and other forensic examinations to determine the cause of death. This professional
works with police, lawyers and families of the deceased to provide information that can be used in criminal or civil cases. Assistant medical examiners typically have a four-year degree in science or a related field, as well as experience in autopsy procedures. Some states require certification, and many assistants are also required to take continuing
education courses to keep up with changes in the field. What is the job outlook for Assistant Medical Examiners? The job outlook for assistant medical examiner is good. There is a projected growth of 16 percent from 2018 to 2028, which is much faster than the average for all occupations. The demand for assistant medical examiner will be driven by
the need for death investigation and autopsy services. How much does an Assistant Medical Examiner make? The median annual salary for an Assistant Medical Examiner is $50,000. The low-end of the pay scale is around $35,000, and the high-end is approximately $70,000. Salary will vary based on experience, education, location, and other factors.
What are the hours like for an Assistant Medical Examiner? The hours for an assistant medical examiner can vary significantly. For example, they may work regular daytime hours during the week, but be on call for evenings and weekends. Or, they may work shifts that include overnight shifts. The hours will also depend on the specific job duties.
Some medical examiner positions may require travel to different locations. What are the working conditions for an Assistant Medical Examiner? Assistant medical examiners typically work in a coroner’s office or a medical examiner’s office. These offices are usually located in the basement of a hospital. The working conditions can be smell and can be
cold due to the refrigeration units that are required to store bodies. What are the benefits of being an Assistant Medical Examiner? Assistant medical examiners are vital members of any medical examiner’s office. They perform many of the same duties as the medical examiner, but under the supervision of a licensed physician. In most states, an
assistant medical examiner must be a licensed physician, but in some states, they may also be licensed certified nurse practitioners physician assistants or other health care professionals. The benefits of being an assistant medical examiner include: -Gaining experience in the field of forensic science -Working with a variety of people, including law
enforcement officers, attorneys, and families of the deceased -Assisting in the investigation of suspicious or unusual deaths -Preparing autopsy reports and testifying in court Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose,
even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you
remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in
the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Are you a new mom struggling with your
mental health? You don’t have to go through it alone! This article will provide you with essential tips to nurture your mental health while you make the transition to motherhood. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For New Moms Postpartum depression is the most common complication of... As your loved one’s age, it’s important to ensure their mental
health remains in check. You can do this by implementing these 5 essential tips for their overall wellbeing. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Elderly Nearly one in five older adults suffers from a mental health disorder (American Psychological Association, 2019). Depression... Are you an office worker looking for ways to boost your mental health
and wellbeing? You're in the right place! In this blog, you'll discover the top tips for improving your mental health, ensuring you stay motivated, energized and productive throughout the workday. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Office Workers Quick Facts Over... Is the back-to-school season making you anxious? You're not alone! Here are key
mental health tips to ensure a smoother transition back to school. Uncover essential steps to maintain mental health and well-being this season. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Returning To School According to Mental Health America, 1 in 5 kids aged... The holidays can be a stressful time, with added pressures and expectations. You don’t have
to let it get out of hand - learn how to keep your mental health in check this holiday season! Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Holidays According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness, holidays can be a... Struggling to keep up with the demands of social media? You're not alone. This article dives into the top 5 essential mental health tips to
help you manage your social media health. Ensure your emotional well-being with these simple steps. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Social Media Nearly 75% of social media users... Struggling with mental health can make it hard to succeed in school. You need to know how to prioritize your mental health, so you can find success in your
studies. Here are some essential tips to help you navigate school while prioritizing your mental health. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For School Nearly 1... As teachers, the pandemic has added an unexpected level of stress and uncertainty that can take a toll on our mental health. You can use these five simple tips to help keep your mental
wellbeing in check during this tough time. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Teachers During Pandemic One in five students... Are you a senior looking to take care of your mental health? You are not alone. Here we provide essential tips to help live a healthy, happy life as a senior. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Seniors Mental health issues
among seniors are on the rise, with some estimates indicating that over 20%... Summertime can be overwhelming, with increased heat and a wave of mental health challenges. You're not alone - these simple strategies can help you stay calm, cool and collected all season long. Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Summer Social media use can worsen
mental health conditions - American Psychological Association (APA) Exercise... Each May is Mental Health Awareness Month and this year, you need to prioritize your mental health more than ever. With stress levels rising and anxiety a part of everyday life, we’ve compiled our essential tips to help you manage your mental health and feel grounded.
Quick facts: Mental Health Tips For Mental Health Awareness... “Although documenting injuries and determining exactly how an injury caused death is a very important part of what we do, we have a much larger role in many natural deaths and public health more broadly. We also have a very important role to play in providing vital statistics, such as
information on deaths due to opioid overdoses.”Michelle Stram, MD, Former Senior Medical Examiner, New York City Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (NYC OCME) Medical examiners, a career that once existed far from the public eye, have become much more well-known thanks mainly to their popular culture representations, such as Dr.
Saroyan from the television show Bones. By examining the bodies of people who have expired, a medical examiner can uncover the secrets of their death, sometimes with alarming precision. People interested in this field will find that it has many rewarding aspects, from the salary to the exciting work the career offers. Most commonly, the term
medical examiner is used synonymously to refer to a forensic pathologist. A forensic pathologist is a specialized type of medical doctor with advanced training in the field of pathology and additional training in forensic pathology (determining the cause and manner of death). It is also essential to distinguish a medical examiner from a coroner, who
may or may not have any medical training. Those in the field perform post-mortem examinations of human bodies. They look into sudden and unexpected deaths and violent incidents to determine the cause and time of death. The forensic pathologist or medical examiner may look into the deceased’s medical history, examine the crime scene and
statements from witnesses, and analyze evidence found on the body, such as gunpowder residue or bodily fluids. Familiarity with other fields, such as radiology, toxicology, and even ballistics is beneficial. The medical examiner prepares reports, including a death certificate, and often works quite closely with law enforcement on cases. In addition,
this specialist may testify in court and present their findings before a judge and jury. Read on to discover this field’s career outlook, salary, responsibilities, and credentials. Dr. Michelle Stram is a former senior medical examiner at the New York City Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (NYC OCME). She completed her residency training in
anatomic and clinical pathology at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) followed by fellowships in forensic pathology and forensic neuro/cardiovascular pathology at the NYC OCME, where she subsequently stayed on staff as a city medical examiner. She is an active member of the College of American Pathologists (CAP) and serves on
its Council on Informatics and Pathology Innovation. ForensicColleges.com: What do you wish the public understood about forensic medical examiners? Dr. Stram: One of the misconceptions that I have encountered is that many people think that forensic medical examiners are only interested in and involved in deaths that are related to trauma.
Although documenting injuries and determining exactly how an injury caused death is a very important part of what we do, we have a much larger role in many natural deaths and public health more broadly. We also have a very important role to play in providing vital statistics, such as information on deaths due to opioid overdoses. Most people
realize that forensic pathologists have a role in cases where there is physical trauma or chemical injury, such as car accidents and accidental drug overdoses, but they may not realize we play an important role in determining the cause of death for children and young adults who die suddenly and unexpectedly. Sudden and unexpected deaths in young
people can be some of the most challenging cases that we encounter, and we will do everything that we can to try to provide answers for grieving families. For example, we may have a case where a young person who is playing basketball suddenly collapses, and despite the best efforts of first responders and the emergency room staff, that young
person dies. If, during the autopsy, we identify a cardiac condition that can be inherited and which is responsible for that young person’s death, some jurisdictions (such as the NYC OCME) can perform additional specialized postmortem testing. In the NYC medical examiner’s office, they can perform postmortem molecular genetic testing. In some
cases, the forensic pathologist (working with the molecular genetics laboratory) can identify an underlying genetic cause for the previously undiagnosed heart condition, which could impact the decedent’s family members. In these cases, the autopsy and all of the special testing that we do are not only important for determining the cause of death, but
they can also have lifesaving implications for the family. With the information that we can provide, the family members who are at risk for the heart condition can undergo targeted testing and appropriate clinical follow-up to help hopefully prevent any other sudden and unexpected losses for a family. I would also want people to know that there are
many ways to practice forensic pathology. You can be a medical examiner in a big city like NYC or LA, but you can also work in small offices (or more rural places) that might have medical examiners working in part of the hospital (like in some places in North Carolina or Minnesota). Some forensic pathologists might spend years practicing in a large
medical examiner’s office, then leave that position to run a non-forensic hospital autopsy service, where they spend a lot of time teaching pathology residents, medical students, and pathology assistant students, helping to get the next generation exposed to the field and excited about going into this specialty. Many forensic pathologists move in and
out of these different forensic or academic positions during their careers and may make these changes multiple times. The types of cases you will see in forensic pathology may also differ by where you practice, and within the US, there are many places you can work (Hawaii, Guam, Alaska, urban, rural, etc.) and in many different types of systems (city
medical examiner systems, state medical examiner systems, coroner systems—all of which will offer different experiences). One of the other elements that people may not appreciate about forensic pathology is that depending on where and how you want to practice, there are many opportunities for us to spend a lot of time speaking with families. For
example, in cases where someone loses a brother or sister to a suicide or an accidental drug overdose, we may be able to help them better understand what happened and put them in touch with resources and services to help the family through these very challenging losses. ForensicColleges.com: What advice would you give to aspiring forensic
medical examiner students? Dr. Stram: To be a really good forensic medical examiner, you need to be a really good doctor. All of the physiology, pharmacology, and medicine you learn in medical school will help you build the background you will need to understand physiological derangements and pathology in your cases in the future. You will also
want to become an excellent general pathologist because many of the cases you will encounter as a forensic pathologist are natural deaths. Someone may die from advanced cancer, diabetes, or an infection that was not diagnosed in life, and you need to be comfortable working these cases up and reaching the correct diagnosis. Because many forensic
pathologists I know are shifting back and forth between forensic pathology positions and hospital autopsy positions during the course of their careers, I advise students to strongly consider adding an additional specialty fellowship (such as pediatric pathology, neuropathology, or cardiovascular pathology) during their training—both because this will
make them a better forensic pathologist (and an excellent resource for their FP colleagues without this additional training) and provide them with greater flexibility to pursue different hospital-based positions during the course of their careers. I would also advise them to be forward-thinking and to consider how developing domain expertise in other
subspecialties within pathology (such as molecular genetic pathology) may also be valuable and help move the field forward, especially as we think about undiagnosed genetic conditions that can cause sudden and unexpected death in young people and children. Lastly, I would say it is important to maintain your ties with your friends in other
branches of medicine and to include guest lectures from other fields outside of pathology, such as guest lectures from psychiatrists on depression/suicide, trauma medicine, toxicologists, and doctors in poison control, so you and your colleagues can stay up to date with where these fields are in the language that they use and their approaches to these
cases. That dialog is incredibly valuable and worth investing time in developing, fostering, and maintaining. Although data specific to the medical examiner career is unavailable, a physician’s job outlook is quite good. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), there will be a growth rate of 4 percent between 2023 and 2033, which is the
average for all occupations (BLS 2024). The demand for physicians remains steady as the healthcare field expands, and the BLS predicts that 34,500 new positions will open up in the coming decade. Those interested in pursuing the field should look into some of the different professional organizations expressly for medical examiners, such as the
National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME). The College of American Pathologists (CAP) has general information on pursuing a career in pathology, and also includes specific information and committees for those interested in a career in forensic pathology. The American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators (ABMDI) offers certification
for medicolegal death investigation. Finally, it is also possible to find information from the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS), which supports all manner of forensics scientists. The annual mean wage for physicians is $248,640 (BLS May 2023), and this figure considers all of the different types of physicians and surgeons. As of February
2025, the wage percentiles are as follows: Employment: 310,080 Annual mean wage: $248,640 10th percentile: $66,260 25th percentile: $85,110 50th percentile (median): $236,000 75th percentile: $239,200 or higher 90th percentile: $239,200 or higher The BLS does not include specific percentiles that are more than $239,200. Here are the top-
paying industries for physicians (BLS May 2023): Computer Systems Design and Related Services $375,620 per year Pharmaceutical and Medicine Manufacturing $318,150 per year Other Ambulatory Health Care Services $298,320 per year Offices of Physicians $294,230 per year Specialty (except Psychiatric and Substance Abuse) Hospitals
$289,530 per year Self-reported salary data offers a unique perspective for career-specific salary information for forensic examiners. For instance, PayScale (2024), a site aggregating self-reported salary data for a myriad of jobs, has collected details about how forensic pathologists (a similar position in the U.S.) are paid. According to 50 individuals
who reported their pay, the median salary for forensic pathologists with forensic toxicology skills is $146,174 annually. Reported salaries range as follows: 10th percentile: $69,000 50th percentile: $146,174 90th percentile: $305,000 The best way to determine an accurately predicted salary for the job is to look at the various states and cities hiring
medical examiners and then inquire about the specific compensation. Interestingly, the top-paying states for physicians are correlated to locations with a more affordable cost of living which is a rare occurrence. Here are the top-paying states for physicians (BLS May 2023): Montana North Dakota Wyoming To estimate the cost of living, the Missouri
Economic Research and Information Center (MERIC 2025) offers an up-to-date index. According to MERIC, no state mentioned above is in the top 10 most expensive states to live in for physicians and forensic medical examiners. Becoming a medical examiner takes a substantial amount of work and schooling. They need to have a bachelor’s degree,
along with their MD (medical doctor) or DO (doctor of osteopathic medicine). They will need additional residency training in forensic pathology or a forensic pathology fellowship. Here is one possible path to becoming a medical examiner. Step 1: Graduate high school or obtain a GED (four years). Preparation for medical school happens as early as
high school. Most bachelor’s degree programs require a high school diploma or GED to be considered for admission. Students should do their best to excel in all coursework, particularly biology, chemistry, and other science classes. Step 2: Pursue an undergraduate degree (four years). Future medical examiners will need to excel in their
undergraduate education since admissions to medical schools can be highly competitive. Students interested in this career may choose a pre-med track with a major such as biology, chemistry, or a related field. Students who pursue a forensic science degree should ensure that they meet all medical school prerequisites with their undergraduate
courses. Step 3: Complete medical school (four years). Although it represents just one step on this list, medical school is a massive undertaking. A highly competitive application process means that students should be prepared to submit a thorough accounting of all academic work, letters of recommendation, a statement of purpose, and scores for the
Medical College Admission Exam (MCAT). Once admitted to medical school, students take rigorous courses in topics such as advanced anatomy, physiology, and microbiology and learn proper clinical practice and bedside manner. No matter their ultimate career goal, during medical school, students will also complete supervised clinical rotations to
apply their skills in internal medicine, surgery, obstetrics, pediatrics, and pathology. It is recommended that any student pursuing a medical examiner career take any available courses in forensics or pathology. For example, autopsy pathology is one common elective in medical school and may also be available among clinical rotations. Doctors who
complete medical school are awarded a medical doctor (MD) degree or a doctor of osteopathy (DO), depending on the program. Step 4: Earn a medical license (timelines vary). Medical school graduates can earn a medical license upon completing their board exams, also known as the United States Medical Licensing Exam (USMLE). The licensing
examination consists of three exams beginning in the second year of medical school, with the final exam taking place after one year of residency. Licensing requirements beyond this exam can vary between states, so those pursuing a medical career should be sure to consider where they plan to live and work before becoming licensed. Step 5: Pursue
pathology residency (three or four years). After graduation from medical school, the doctors begin a full-time residency training program in pathology (most commonly anatomic and clinical pathology, which is four years) to learn this specialized field of medicine. For those unfamiliar, pathology is a branch of medicine like radiology, pediatrics, or
obstetrics and gynecology, requiring specialized residency training in their respective specialties. Applicants should look for pathology residencies that offer excellent overall training and include autopsy and forensic pathology training as part of the program. Board certification in pathology (most commonly anatomic and clinical pathology) requires
the completion of residency training in pathology and the successful completion of a standardized board examination in pathology, which is conducted by the American Board of Pathology (ABPath). Step 6: Apply for a forensic pathology fellowship (one year). To specialize in forensic pathology and become a board-certified forensic pathologist/medical
examiner, a fellowship is required. A fellowship in forensic pathology is subspecialty training undertaken after completing a pathology residency. These fellowships mainly take place at government-run medical examiner offices and will allow doctors to focus on pattern recognition for injuries and natural disease, and will provide them with specific
training in determining the cause and manner of death. To become a board-certified forensic pathologist, doctors need to have completed their residency in pathology and the board examination for pathology, followed by a fellowship in forensic pathology and the successful completion of the forensic pathology subspecialty board examination, which is
also conducted by the American Board of Pathology (ABPath). Step 7: Build a professional network (timeline varies). Aspiring medical examiners should build a professional network during every step towards this career. Becoming a medical examiner requires a highly dedicated individual. A high school graduate can expect to spend at least 12 years
pursuing education with an undergraduate degree followed by medical school, residency training in pathology, and a fellowship in forensic pathology to prepare for this career. Graduates with a Bachelor’s Degree Medical examiners must be medical doctors with specific training in conducting death investigations. However, some jobs are available for
those who are not interested in pursuing an entire course of medical study. For instance, forensic autopsy technicians can also be employed in a medical examiner’s office, assisting with autopsies and helping to determine a cause of death. Further, in many jurisdictions, coroners do not need specific medical training. These professionals work
alongside medical examiners and pathologists to determine why someone may have died and are responsible for tasks such as completing death certificates. Depending on local or city regulations, coroners may be elected or appointed government officials. Graduates with a Master’s Degree Students may also choose to pursue a master’s degree in a
field such as pathology. Earning a master of science (MS) in pathology can help obtain a position in a medical examiner’s office or in a laboratory that tests samples from the medical examiner. A master’s degree could also help obtain a job such as a forensic pathologist’s assistant. If someone in that position decides to take the next step toward
becoming a medical examiner, that type of experience could be very valuable. Saint Louis University Saint Louis University offers a variety of pathology fellowships in the following specializations: blood banking and transfusion medicine, forensic pathology, gastrointestinal and hepatic pathology, hematopathology, pediatric pathology, and a post-
softmore pathology option. Location: Saint Louis, MO Accreditation: N/A Expected Time to Completion: One year University of Alabama at Birmingham The University of Alabama offers both residency and fellowship programs in pathology. The residency program is offered in both anatomic and clinical pathology, as well as a combined program, and
leads to eligibility for board licensure. Additionally, there is a wealth of specialized fellowship programs in areas such as blood banking and transfusion medicine, cytopathology, hematopathology, forensic pathology, molecular genetic pathology, and neuropathology. Location: Birmingham, AL Accreditation: N/A Expected Time to Completion: One to
two years Los Angeles County Medical Examiner-Coroner The Los Angeles County Medical Examiner-Coroner offers a one-year forensic pathology fellowship. Two positions are offered each academic year, and the competitive admissions process requires interviews two years before the fellowship’s start date. To be considered for admission,
applicants must be licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy in California by the fellowship start date, be a US citizen or permanent resident who has filed an intent to become a citizen, have completed an ACGME-accredited residency in anatomic pathology or anatomy and clinical pathology or equivalent pathways, and pass a background check as
well as submit to fingerprinting and pre-employment psychological and physical examinations. LA County sees a massive annual case volume of approximately 23,000 deaths each year, offering students a well-rounded experience with various dissection techniques to solve complex homicide cases. Those accepted to the program earn a competitive
salary and health benefits such as dental disability, life insurance, retirement savings plan, and vacation, sick, and holiday leave time. Those who meet the application criteria must apply with a letter of inquiry, a curriculum vitae, and a standardized fellowship application from the College of American Pathologists. Location: Los Angeles County, CA
Accreditation: N/A Expected Time to Completion: One year Washington University School of Medicine Washington University School of Medicine (WUSM) in St. Louis offers medical residencies in pathology with a forensic pathology fellowship for medical license holders seeking experience. Residencies require four years of study and experience, and
the forensic pathology option requires one year to complete. The American Board of Pathology certifies the forensic pathology subspecialty. Most of the residents in this program opt for a four-year program that combines anatomic and clinical pathology (AP/CP). Applications are accepted 18 months before the desired start date. WSUM is nationally
accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME), which the U.S. Department of Education recognizes as the accrediting agency for medical education programs. Location: St. Louis, MO Accreditation: Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) Expected Time to Completion: One year Please visit the National Association of
Medical Examiners website to view its “Match” system for residencies and the AAMC database of fellowship programs. Medical examiners are nearly always crouched over a body in television dramas, pointing out wounds and evidence to interested detectives and solving mysteries. While autopsies are a critical part of the medical examiner’s job, in
reality, there are many daily tasks and responsibilities that this type of professional will need to be prepared to complete — and not all of them look good on television. The work of a medical examiner can be pretty gruesome and, at times, isolating since medical examiner offices typically do not have several employees. Medical examiners must be
comfortable dissecting bodies, removing organs, and dealing with families who experienced a very traumatic and violent death. In addition, they can expect to: Record all details about a body, including the weight of organs and other specifics Take samples of bodily fluids Take or supervise the taking of photos of the body Perform x-rays and CT scans
of a body where required Travel to and investigate crime scenes in the case of unusual circumstances Communicate findings to law enforcement and victim’s families Consider medical history and relay undiagnosed illnesses, such as cancer, to family members Act as an advocate for a victim who can no longer advocate for themselves To become a
medical examiner, one has to be a licensed doctor (MD or DO) and take a licensing exam regardless of the state where they work. The Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) lists state-specific requirements for initial medical licensure. Medical licensing is done on a state-by-state basis, and requirements vary. All require medical school, passing
all four tests of the USMLE, and extensive training (residency). In addition to licensing, many medical examiners will also want to look into certifications, as they can help improve the chance of finding a job. Medical examiners may also consider earning board certification in forensic pathology from the American Board of Pathology. Writer Rachel
Drummond, MEd Rachel Drummond has given her writing expertise to ForensicsColleges.com since 2019, where she provides a unique perspective on the intersection of education, mindfulness, and the forensic sciences. Her work encourages those in the field to consider the role of mental and physical well-being in their professional success. Rachel
is a writer, educator, and coach from Oregon. She has a master’s degree in education (MEd) and has over 15 years of experience teaching English, public speaking, and mindfulness to international audiences in the United States, Japan, and Spain. She writes about the mind-body benefits of contemplative movement practices like yoga on her blog,
inviting people to prioritize their unique version of well-being and empowering everyone to live healthier and more balanced lives.






