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Nona Dirksmeyer, a young beauty queen from Arkansas, is found dead in her apartment. Her boyfriend, who had returned from college, is charged with her murder. His family mortgages their home to fund his defense, but the case is not settled and a new trial ensues. The investigation reveals that Gary Dunn, Nona's neighbor, was interviewed
during the initial probe but didn't raise any red flags at the time. However, as the story unfolds, it becomes clear that Gary had motive and opportunity to commit the crime. As authorities reopened the decades-old cold case, they discovered new evidence using social media platforms like Facebook. With this fresh information, they began searching for
clues and piecing together the events surrounding Nona's murder. The complex where Nona Dirksmeyer resided was shrouded in mystery. Neighbors maintained that Gary Dunn had recently moved into the area and kept to himself, rarely socializing with anyone. Furthermore, a few residents hinted at a troubled marriage between Gary and his wife,
but nothing foretold the impending tragedy. On December 15, 2005, Nona's boyfriend Kevin Jones and her mother Janine discovered her lifeless body on the kitchen floor. The autopsy revealed that she was brutally stabbed multiple times in the neck and chest before being bludgeoned with a lampstand found in the same room. Notably, Kevin's
handprint was discovered on the lampstand, yet several other crucial pieces of evidence, including bloodstains and a condom wrapper, were inexplicably overlooked during the initial investigation. As police questioned Gary, he insisted on his innocence, claiming to have been shopping with his mother that day. Authorities subsequently shifted their
focus towards Kevin Jones, eventually arresting him for Nona's murder. However, during the trial, the prosecution's case was weakened by Kevin's grandmother testifying that he was with her at the time of the homicide. The defense also highlighted the authorities' failure to collect several key pieces of evidence, ultimately leading to a not-guilty
verdict. Following Kevin's acquittal, his family hired Todd Steffy, a part-time police officer, to investigate further. Todd discovered male DNA on the condom wrapper that did not match Kevin's, prompting an investigation into Gary Dunn. During this inquiry, it was revealed that Gary had visited the local police station for unrelated reasons, allowing
Todd to collect his DNA and find a match with the one found on the condom wrapper. Notably, it also emerged that Gary's alibi of being out shopping on December 13, not 15, as initially claimed. Consequently, Gary Dunn was arrested and charged with Nona Dirksmeyer's murder. In court, Gary's attorneys argued that the DNA evidence was
insufficient to secure a conviction due to it being a partial match. The defense also raised doubts about Kevin Jones's guilt, suggesting he might be the actual perpetrator who had escaped justice. This argument led to a mistrial in the first trial. During the second trial, the court heard about Gary's previous conviction for assaulting a woman in 2002,
but again, the evidence proved inconclusive. Ultimately, the jury was divided once more, resulting in another mistrial. Despite this, Gary Dunn has since been sentenced to prison for unrelated incidents, including kidnapping and indecent exposure, and is currently serving a 15-year sentence at the Arkansas Department of Correction-Wrightsville Unit.
He will likely stay in jail until at least November 8, 2023. Nona Dirksmeyer, an Arkansas beauty queen, was found dead and her boyfriend is accused of killing her. His family had to mortgage their home to pay for his defense. After the trial is over, the case won't be settled and a new trial will happen.
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